TTommu, CIIOTHKASCh, BEIIIA B KOpumop. OHa XUXHUKHY/IA, BEITACKHUBAS KJIIOYH U3 BXOJHOW OBEPH,
IpexX[e YeM 3aKpHITh ee yOapoM CBoero ympyroro 6empa. OHa pa3riiaguia ciepegu o6jeramlee
njaThe Ha Oedpax, KalUIsHyIa U B3siya cebs B pyku. CeromHs ed ObIJIO TaK BeCceso, Kak He OBIIO elle
CO BpeMeH Koienxka. JIro0ysch TeM, KaK HOBOe IJIaThe 00JieraeT ee PUTypy, OHA YBEPEHHO
3alarasa mo Kopuaopy. To, Kak Bce 9TH MYXKUYKUHEI HE MOTJIM OTBECTH OT Hee TJla3 BeCh Beuep,
3aCTaBISJIO €e YyBCTBOBATh Ce0sT HEBEPOSITHO. HacTosue My KUrHbL. MyKUYUHEL, KOTOPhIe 3HATH,
KaK 3asBUThH 0 cebe, KOTOPHIe TIOKA3bIBaIK XKEHIINHHE CBOH HHTEpPeC, He U3BUHASACh. Boxe, e
HPaBHUJIOCh, KaK 3TO IPUIABAJIO €/ YBEPEHHOCTH.

Ee 6occ, [IxkeppH, B 4aCTHOCTH, OpocaJ olieHUBaoIue B3TJIIAH Ha ee QUTYPY, a ero XKeHa Oblia
TIOYTH BOBOe Monoxe ITommu. [la, 3To OBLIO XOpolIee pelleHne — HafgeTh 3TO myaTthe. [lonmu Bcio
JKU3Hb OblJIa XOpoIIel [eBoYKoN. Pa3Be 0OHa He 3aciyXKula IIpaBo OBITH HEMHOT'O IIJIOXO0M?

Bolins B TOCTHHYIO, OHa B3[IPOTHYJA, Korga 3axriach jammna. OHa 3aMepia.

BpeHT Cupmell B JIyXKe CBeTd, BhIPA2KE€HHUE ero JIMla OBLITO CEPhE3HEIM.

OHa He 3Haa, YTO OH BEPHETCS NOMOM. BpeHT npeanounTas IPOBOAUTE OOMIBIIYI0 YaCTh BEIXOOHEIX B
ropofe, rue HefaBHO Havas pabotaTs. OHa yBUMENA, YTO OH BCE ellle B KOCTIOME, XOTS MUOKAK CHSAT,
a rasicTyk ocnabieH. OHa MOYYBCTBOBAJa, KaK YTO-TO BPOJe TEIJIOT0 Mefa IOTeKJIO 1o ee ciuHe. Ee
MaJIbYUK BHIPOC U CTaJl TAKMM KPACHUBHIM, UTO FOPOMICKHE IeBYOHKHU, JOJIKHO OBITh, HAaGPACKBAIUCh
Ha Hero.

- Y KaK 9TO MOHMMATh? - Tpe00BaTEILHO CIIPOCKII OH, KCTOYAas €[Ba CAepKUBaeMy0 yrpo3y. Ero
CTPOTHH TOH, BIIaCTHbIE MaHepPhl — COBCEM He TO, UTO y 6e33y60ro mbBa — oTia. OH OompeneneHHo
Ol OOJIBIIIE €€ CBIHOM, YeM Yapiu.

- Korga THI BepHYyIiCS JoMoii? - [Tonnu mpUroToBUIach 3alIUIATECS, HO IIOTOM BCIIOMHIIIA, KTO OHA
takas. OHa OblTa 3ech MaTePhIo, a bpeHT — ee pebenkoM. OHa BHIIPSIMUTIACE, TIOJIOXKKIIA PYKY Ha
6ermpo ¥ HAOMEHHO crpocua: - Kakoe Tebe 1o 3TOro gesno?

- Tel yKkacHoO 3afiepxkasack. JJymaemns [1ama ogo6pumn 661 9T0, ecnu OBl OH He OB B TOpPOfie Ha
KOH(pepeHLIUn?

- MHe BCe paBHO, 4TO OH AyMaeT. f B3pocias XKeHI[MHa. EC/u g pelly MOUTH U BHIIIUTL CO CBOUMU
IOPY3bsIMU 110 paboTe, 3TO He UMeeT K HeEMY HUKAKOT0 OTHOIIeHus. Mnu Tebe, eCciu yK Ha TO IOIILIO.

BpeHT QrIpKHYI: - [Tanma MOXKeT OBITh CIIUIIKOM MSTOK, YTOOBI UTO-TO C 3TUM CHENaTh, HO... - ETo
rJ1a3a MyTelleCTBOBAJIU BBEPX 10 ee Teno. OHa BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAjIa TOHKOCTh CBOETO IIJIAaThS,
ITPUJTUIIILIETO K HEW, KaK BTOpas KOXa, - TAKOe MOBeJIeHNe OTpazkaeTcsl Ha BCexX Hac. S He co6upaioch
3TOTO TEPIIETh.

- TepneTs yT0? & MPOCTO BHIIMBAJ IIOCTIE PAOOTEL C APY3bSIMH.



- Ipy3bst — MyXKYUHBI?

Ona mpoMomn4ana.

- [To nonynouu? B TakoM Hapsge?!

[Tonmu mocMoTpena Ha cBoe maThe. OHO HATSHYIOCH Ha ee MIMPOKKe Gefipa ¥ HAIPSATIIOCH, YTOOR
BMECTUTE €e OrPOMHEIN 610cT. OHa KyTuia ero u3-3a TOro, HaCKOJIbKO ITPOBOKALMOHHEIM OHO OBIT0. M1
HajeJla ero CerogHs BeYyepoM, 3Hasl, YTO 3TO IIPUBJIEYET K Hell BHUMaHUe, KOTOPOT0 OHA XKaXKmaa.

- Hy, MoxeT OBITB, eCu OBl TBOM OTEL] YU MHe HEMHOT'0 BHUMAaHUS... - TIPOOOPMOTaHHEIE CJIOBa
BBIPBAJIUCH IIPEeXIe, Y4eM OHa CMOTIJIa MX OCTAHOBUTE.

BpenT mokayars roioBoi. OH He MOT IOHSITh, KaK €r0 OTeIl MOI' UTHOPUPOBATh ero MaTh Jaxe Ha
CEeKyHAy? OTH U3TuOH OBIIH TPEeIMeTOM M033UHU. Y ero oTija OBIIU BCe CPeCTBa, YTOOH 3aBOEBATH €€
PYKY, HO €My He XBAaTHJIO BHIEPKKHU yOepkKaTh ee. Byab MpoKIsaT BpeHT, eclii B UX XKU3Hb BIE3ET
ele Kakou-HuOyab Mep3aBel] TOJIbKO IIOTOMY, YTO ero OTell ObUI CIIMIIKOM TPYCIUB, YTOOE O0POTHCS
3a XeHy. bpeHT 3Han ee nmyuiie, 4eM KTo-1u60 apyroi. OHa Oblza 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH IIEeHUIT
CUJIbHBINA XapaKTep ¥ TBepawi Habop rpanut. OH 3HAJ 9TO, IOTOMY YTO TaK OHa €ro BOCIIMTHIBAIA

- W 410 TH coOUpaembCs ¢ 3TUM [enaTh? - [Ionnu OTKKMHYJa Ha3af BOJIOCH IIOKOJIagHOIO I[BETA U
ycMexHynach. Ee TOIMHUIIO OT MOnIb0 HU3MKX MyXK4UH Bpofie Yapnu. [Joins [No Ipenena, OHa
yKa3ajia Ha KOMHaTY 4 IIpHKa3ana: - Uou cnath, BpeHT. - OHa moBepHynIach, YTOOH YUTH, €€
npeHeOpeKUTENNbHEIN TOH YA3BUI TOPAOCTD CHIHA.

OH CcxXBaTHUJI ee 3a 3alsICThe U OCTAHOBHUJIL. - EC/IN TH HacTauBaellb Ha TOM, YTOOBI BeCTH cebs
nof0OHBIM 00pa30M, MHE IIPUAETCS BEPHYTh OUCIUIIINHY, KOTOPOH B IIOC/IeIHEE BpeMs TaK He
XBaTaJso B HallleM fioMe. [1ama, HaBepHOe, YPOHUIT MY, HO 5T €T0 TIOTHUMY .

[Tonmu moyyBCTBOBaa APOXKb B rpyau. Eil HpaBUIOCH BULIETh, KaK MyKUYKHa BOT Tak OepeT Ha cebs
KOMaHJoBaHue. - Ax na, bpeHT? Kak Thl coOupaeIbcst 3To cuenaTh? - OHa 6pocuia BEI30B,
IIPUIIONHSB U3AIIHYI0 OpoBb. Ecnu Ob1 BpeHT OBIJT XOTh HEMHOT'O IT0X0XK Ha CBOETO OTIa, OH OB
ceiidac mpocTo cOexar. Tak IOCTymany Bce MyKUYMHEI, KOTTIa OHa o0Opallaja Ha HUX BCIO CUJIy CBOEM
JKEeHCTBEHHOCTHU. [laxke MbICIIb 00 3TOM POOOCTH 3acTaBuiia ee CKPUBUTH I'yOBI OT OTBpPALIEHHUS.

BpeHT TIMOYYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK B HEM ITIOOHUMAETCA T'HEB. - Tak XKe, KakK Thl HaKa3blBajla MEHS B IETCTBE, -
OTBETHUII OH JIEOAHBIM TOHOM, YOIUBUB €€ CBOUM HEII0KO0J1e0MMbIM KOHTPOJIEM.

- Xa! - [Tonmu QrIpKHyNa U MONBITaTach OTOABUHYTECS OT bpeHTa. Ho oH Kpemnko mepxan ee. OHa
II0OCMOTPeJIa Ha yOepKUBaoUIyI0 PYKY ChIHA, HO OH OCKa/IuJI 3yOHl ¥ CcKa3ain: - {1 Buxy, Tebe IpsiMo
ceiiyac Hy>kKeH HeOO0IbIIoN YpoK. - OH PEIBKOM NIPUTSHY ee K cebe. OHa BCKPHKHYIIa, KOTTla OH
rpy0o moiMar ee u MOJIOKUII K ceOe Ha KoneHo. Ee orpoMHBIe TPyOu IPUKaIUCh K €ro HOTe, TIOYTH
BBIBAJIMBIINCH U3 1aThs. Ee Gosbias 3agHulla Oblyia UaeanbHO pa3fiokeHa Ha ero KojeHsx. [lonnu
yKe OTKpPHUIa POT, 4TOObI BO3Pa3uTh, KOTa JTafloHb BpeHTa C OrNyIuTeIbHEIM TPECKOM Yaoapuia ee



110 3a/y. XOJIM IIJIOTH, MIJIOTHO YITaKOBAaHHHIYA B TOHKWY MaTepHuaJ, 3aJpoxkKaJ OT yaapa.

Ho, K youBnenuto bpeHTa, BMECTO NMPOTECTa MUY IOTPSICEHHOTO MOJTYaHUs ero OelCTBUS OblIH
BCTPEYEHHI TOJILKO CMEXOM.

- Ia nagHO Tebe, bpeHT. {1 He pebeHOK. ITO He cpaboTaerT. - Teneps ITonnu mpa3Huna cekiHa. OT 3TOTO
IIJIeNIKa YTO-TO 3allleKoTaso y Hee B kuBoTe. OHa He Oblla yBepeHa, UTO X04Y€eT, YTOOLL 3TO
IIPOXOAuI0. BriepBhie 3a MHOTO JIET OHa ITOYYBCTBOBajIa Ce0s JKUBO.

PemuBIucs, BpeHT BO3pA3uIil: - MoxeT OBITh, 5 IIPOCTO CJIIMIIKOM MATOK C ToOoM. Kaxercs, s
IIPUIIOMHKHAIO, YTO Y Tebs1 OBIIIH JOBOJIEHO CTPOTHE IIPaBuJIa O TOM, KaK IIPAaBUJIBHO IIJIEIIaTh.

- YTO THL... - HO OHA OCEKJIach, Korga bpeHT Haryo 3aaparn noaoi ee nnaThsd. OHa BhHIPHIBAIaCh U3 €0
00BSTHIM, HO OH IepxKaJll ee C HEBEPOSTHOM cuiol. Ee BnevaTngiomui 3a1, KpeMOBO-Oeblil 1
0e3ympeyHbIH 0 IBETY, BHE3AIMHO 00HAXKUIICS mepen chiHoM. OHa 3aI0XHYIach OT IIPOXJIATHOTO
BO3[yXa Ha CBOeM 3agHHIle, eIMHCTBEHHOMN 3aIIUTON ee CKPOMHOCTH ObLIM KOPOTKUE CTPUHTH,
KOTOPBIE IIOYTH IIOJIHOCTHIO MOTJIOLIAIMCh €€ IMyXJIBIMU IeKaMu. - Ju! - OHa B3APOrHyJia, HO 3aTEM
B3BU3THYJIa, KOorga bpeHT HaHec el 0-HAaCTOSLeMY XKI'YUUH yaap 10 IpPaBou IIeKe.

Ee moTh OBINIa yOUBUTEILHO MSTKOM. TaM, rme ero pyka ygapuia, OHa TIy0OKO IOTPy3uIach B
MSITKOCTh €€ 3a[HUIIbI U [0CjIajia BOJIHY, KOTOpas IIPOKATUIIACh 110 ee TeJy BILIOTh [0 cucek. OH
IIpUXKaJl PYKy K PaCKpacHEeBIIIeMyCsl MECTY, II0Ka OHa IIPOTeCTOBasa ¥ 6OpOJIach C ero XBaTKOM.

OHa Bce ellle Tpuxofuia B cebs 1mocye yoapa, Korja Mo4yyBCTBOBasa, KaK e€ro Iajiblibl rpy0o AepHyIu
ee 3a CTPUHTH. - ITO TO, YTO MPUINYHAS 3aMyKHSS XKeHIIWHA HaJleBaeT, YTOOH! BEITUTH C APY3bsIMU
110 paboTe? - CIIPOCHII OH.

l'ocmogu, ee CuIH Tepe6nn ee HUXHee Oefbe.

BpeHT oTHepHY PYKY U II0-BOTUBY YXMEBUIBHYJICS, YBULEB KPaCHEIN OTIIEYaTOK JIaloHY Ha ee IIeKe. -
BpeHT, - mpenynpenuia oHa, HO ee 3aCTaBWIX 3aMOI4aTh, YIapoM II0 J1eBoi aroguiie. 3To ObII0
TIOYTH TaK JKe CUITbHO, KaK ¥ B IEePBHIH pa3. bpeHT He coepxkuBascs. Ee 3apHuia, moHavamy 6onee
IpoXJIafgHasi, YeM BCe OCTaslbHOE, OBICTPO Harpesach oM ABYMs yoapaMu. [10SBUIICS 3MOPOBLIMA
PYMsIHEL], KOTTa KPOBb IIPUJIKTIA K TIOPaKEHHEIM yYacTKaM.

- Kak T cMmeenns! - Bckumnena ITonmu, rasad Ha chiHa. OHa ellle HU pa3y He yrmoTpebuiia CI10BO
"Ctom", u 9T0 3auHTpUroBano bpernrta. OH OBl OTIIYCTUII €€ B OOHO MTHOBEHUE, €CJid OBl OHa
IIPOSIBUJIA XOTh KaKue-TO IIPU3HaKU HaCTOSIIero ropsi. BMecTo 3Toro oHa, Ka3ajaocChk, CTajla TOJIBKO
6osiee SHEPTUYHON. ITO B3BOJIHOBAJIO €TI0, 3TO OBlJIa MaTh, KOTOPYIO OH MOoMHMI. He Kakasg-To
3anyraHHas JOMOX03sHKa, a XKU3HepaloCTHAS XKeHIIMHA, KOTopas He 00s71ach IMOCTOSATH 3a cebs u,
no0aByisisl IEPCIEeKTUBY CBOEMY B3POCTIOMY "g", He CTHIAMIACh CBOEW YYBCTBEHHOCTH.

- Thl TOTOBa U3BMHUTHCS 3a TO, YTO Beja cebs Kak MOUIITYKa? - 3apPbrdall BpeHT.



- AX THI, MaJIEHBKHUH. ..

BpeHT ymapui ee gBazx[bl B OBICTPOM ITOC/IEN0BATEILHOCTH, €T'0 PyKa OTCKOYMIa OT ee HalpskKeHHOU
3agHULLL UleabHO, YTOOH BEICTPOUTLCS [T CIenyollero ynapa. MaTk BCKpUKHYJIa U 3abuiach B
ero o0bsaTusSX. Ee mona Oblyta 0OIIMPHOM, HO CTPOMHON. BpeHT HacnaXaasncs e€ BUIOM U
OILIYIIEHUSIMM, a TaKXKe 3BYKOM, KOTOPHIY OHa M3MaBaJjla, Koraa oH e€ minemnan. OH momyMart,
YYBCTBYET /I OHA, KaK eT0 TBePAECIOUINY YJIeH YIUPAETCS el B JKUBOT, TOKa OHa 0e3yCIIeITHo
M3BUBAETCS Y HETO Ha KOJIEeHX.

Kaxppiii pa3, korga [Tonmnu oTKpeiBana poT, 4YTOOH IIPOU3HECTH TpeOoBaHKe UM YIIPEK, €€ CHIH
IIJIenast ee Mo 3agHuIle ¢ GBICTPOTOM U TOYHOCTHIO. Ee GegHas momKa BCKOpe MOKpacHesa U cTaia
0071e3HEHHO YYBCTBUTEIbHOM. XyKe BCero ObIIO TO, UTO e MPUIIIOCh MONABUTh XKeJlaHKe 3aCTOHATh.
[TokansiBaHWE BHU3Y XKUBOTA ITPEBPATUIIOCH B IIeMeHHOU OapabanHbi Ooi. Kak BpeHT Mor Tak
IIOCTYIIUTh C Hel? HeBbiHOCUMas 60b, YHUXKEHKE OT TOTO, YTO ee OTIIIenan COOCTBEHHBIN ChIH, U
CypoBas OUCIUIIIMHA, KOTOPYIO OHa IojIydasa, pa3kuraiay OroHb IMy00KO B ee IaBHO 3a0BITOM
JTUOUO.

[Touemy Yapnu He MoxkeT ObITh TakuM? OH Ka3aJiCsl TAaKUM, KOT'fla ee IPYy3bsl Ha3HAUUIIA UM
CBUIaHUe BCJIENy10. 3pesiblid MyXK4YMHA, ONBITHBEIM U YK€ YCIEeIIHbIN. Yel0BeK, KOTOPHIM, Ka3al1oCh,
3HaJl, 4Yero X04eT, ¥ He 0051JICcst B3ATh 3T0. Ha mepBrId B3TIISO OH OB BCEM TeM, YTO OHa HMCKala.
OTKyma oHa MOTJIa 3HaTh, YTO BCe 3TO OpaBafa? MeHbIlle YeM 3a I'Ofl COBMECTHOM KU3HU OHA
Hay4uaach 0OXOOUTH CBOEI'0 My2Ka M 3aCTaB/IsATh ero Onarogaputh ee 3a 310. Ho BpeHT? Boxke Mo,
BpeHT OblI UMEHHO TEM MYKYMHOM, 0 KOTOPOM OHa MeuTana. HUKTO He TOBOPHII C Hel Tak. HUKTO
He Jeflajl ee BHYTPEHHOCTH TaKUMHU JIMIIKUMHU, KaK OH. ITO B pPaBHOM CTENeHU IIyTajio ¥ BO30yxKaaso
ee.

BpeHT TeM BpeMeHeM yOUBIISJICS OT3LIBYMBOCTH MaTepH. [laxe B IOHOM BO3pacCTe OH CYUTaI ce0st
IpuBepXKeHIeM AucHuIInHEL. OH XKaxman ctatyca AnbGbl, HO eMy ObIJIO TPYOHO OPHEHTUPOBATHCS B
3TH COBpeMeHHBIe BpeMeHa. Kak B BHIICHSETE, Te IPOXOAUT I'PaHb MEeXIY HallOPUCTOU
OUMCITUIIIMHOM ¥ BIIACTHHIM KOHTPOJIEM, KOT'Ia 9Ta TPaHb, Ka3aaoCh, Bcerma cMeraetcs? Ho ero math
nouuMasa. OH BUOET 3TO B ee rjla3aX, CJIBIIIAJ B ee IPePLIBUCTOM JbIXaHUU. JTO Obl/la KEHIIKWHA,
KOTOpas Kaxmajla JOMUHUPOBAHHUS.
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