CHapyXu CBeTIeNio He00, HO Ha CheMOYHOH IIOIaaKe ObIIO COBEPIIIEHHO TEMHO, CBETHUII JIMIIIh
cna0wlil CBET OT CBEYH.

Wup lyanuryaH nexana Ha KpOBaTU C 3aKPHITEIMU I'JIa3aMy, Kak OyaTo cnana. Ha camoMm mene
[eByIIKa OeiCTBUTENILHO YyBCTBOBaIa ce0s HEMHOTO COHHOMU. [IpoIiol HOYbI0 OHA IIPeACTaBisa,
4YTO y Hee MOXeT ObITh Ilepemnanka ¢ YsHb E, Ho 9T0r0 He mpousouio. Yxkoy IO mpumna K Hel 1
pacckasana 00 3pOTHYeCcKO ipaMe MeXy NIPUHIIECCOU U UMIIepaTOPCKOM HanoxkHuLed. Ho npexne
yeM OHU NIPUHSIUCH 3a pa30op Ibeckl, OHA ocTaHOBWIa Y3Hb E, cKasaB, YTO yxKe CIUIIKOM [103THO, |
TIOIIPOCHIIA IPOJOJKUTh B CIEAYIOMUN Pa3.

XM... Yxoy FO Tak 6r1aroyxaert... Ee mhIxaHue OCTEMEHHO YCIIOKOUIIOCh, ¥ OHA IepecTasa 0 YeM-
00 myMaTh.

Pyka notsiHynach K 3aHaBecKe, JIyHHBIN CBET KOCO OTPA3UJICS OT XKEHCKOI'o Tella Ha KpoBaTH, Ilapa
OCTPBHIX T'7Ia3 XKaflHO ¥ UCIeNeNsolne CMOTpea Ha O0JIbIIyio Ipyab, 00HaXKEeHHYIO 1107, OeXKO0H.
HmnepaTopy CroaHbB3I0 HE TEPIIETIOCH CHECTh €€ OTHUM YKYCOM.

OH Me[JIeHHO TIPOTSHYJ PYKY, OCTOPOKHO ITOHSJI IIapyy, IIPUKPHIBAIOIIYI0 BTOPYIO I'PyAb, 0OHaXKas
ee. [Tapa Markux 601X TPyAel BEIBAIMIUCH HapyXKy. [IpuHIlecca TAKeJo Abllaia.

IHeM oH Habsioma, Kak ABOPLIOBas CIyXKaHKa TIIaTeIbHO 06PUCOBLIBala apeoy u cocok. OH BUmen,
KaK MUJIBIA ¥ MAJIEHBKUH COCOYEK IMOCTEIIeHHO BBIISTYMBAETCS ¥, HAKOHEII, er0 BHITUPAIOT CII0eM
TOHKOW TKaHU. COCOK OBLT TaK CHUJIbHO IMPUKAT K TOHKOU MPsIXKe, KaK OYOTO BOT-BOT IIOPBET €€ U
BEIOBETCST Ha CBET. YBUIEB 3TO, OH 3aX0TEJI COPBATh MEIIAOLINI eMy TOII.

VimmepaTop CioaHbB3M He MOT He [ep:KaTh 06eMMU pyKaMu IeperuBalouecs Irpynu. Myx4uHa
cobupar ux K cepenuHe, 00pa3ys 3aXBaTHIBAIOIIyI0 TTy00KYI0 KaHaBy. Msarkas MsICUCTast I'PyOb,
Ka3aJI0Ch, IlepeuBaiach, CJI0BHO BofJa MeXAy MajbllaMu.

OH TochITas NTofe Ha TOMCKK KpacaBull ¢ OOJBINON IPYAbI0, HO He OXKHIa/, YTO Takas OymeT
cIpsiTaHa I71y0o0Ko B ero rapeMe. 3To OB IIPOCTO map Hebec.

HWcnyraunuas npuniecca KOiuub GBIPKHYIa ¥ OTKPhIIA I'a3a:

— Orern-umnepartop?! — KOiKHD MoOCIeNHo cefia, ee 60bIas rpyab 0Ka3ajach BHE €T0 PYK, HO
IIPOJOJIKMIA KONbIXxaThbCsl. — OTel], IIoueMy THI 37IeCh? — CKa3aB 3T0, OHa OBICTPO OfepHY/a Xajart.
9T0 OB BCETO JUIIL TOHKUYU OeIbIi XalaTHK, BCe ellle c1abo MOKa3kIBAIIUM OUepTaHus apeoa U
COCKa.

— HO#iuH, oTel] npuIllesn IOCMOTPETh, XOPOIIIO JIX Thl CIIHIIb.

IeBy1ka momKaia ry6el, sBHO He Bepsi. OHa He OblNla HEBeXKECTBeHHa UM riyma. To, Kak
umneparop CloaHbBIM CMOTPeJ Ha Hee Takxke, Kak Ha0ofan 3a UMIIePaTOpCKoii HanoxHulen. [a,



TaKad XKe OOEePXKHUMOCTS, IIOJITHAA ABHOI'O 2KEeJIaHHUI.

He TOBOPA yXKe O TOM, 4YTO Ha €€ I'Py[u BCe €eIlle OCTaBaJICA Cjiel] OT €TI0 IPUKOCHOBEHU .

Ee ore1 xoTesn... CKpHITh OYpPHEIE BOJIHEL, TOJHUMAIOIIMECS B ee cepate. JIuma FOinHb OBIIO0 He
BugHO. OHa 3a00TIMBO CKa3asa:

— Orery Tak 6ecmokoutcs o Fiiuns... FOiuHL He 00UTCS, HO ceiidac yxkKe MO3AHO, T03TOMY S
TIOTIPOITY OTIIa OTHOXHYTh U IT03a00TUTHCS O TeJle CBOETO ApaKOHa, — PYKa, AepKaBllas Ofeso,
Oblna Tak KPemnko cxKaTa, YTO AaXKe KOCTSIIKY IalbleB Mo0eeny.

['ma3a uMIIepaTopa CKOIb3HYIIH 110 ee PyKe:

— Kak ckasana HOiiuHb, g noufny crnaTh. Ho oTell BepHETCS, KOT[a YBUAUT, YTO TH YCHYIIA.

CroaHbB3M 00HSAT ee 3a MUHUATIOPHEIE IIJIeYH, TI03BOJIUII el JIeyb U NTONOTKHYJI [Tapyy MOf IPydb, a
KOCTSIIIKaMU IajIbl[eB BEITED HUXKHUM Kpad IPynu, Ipexae yeM yUTH.

FOituHb, 067IMBasCH XOJIOOHBIM IIOTOM, CMOTpeJIa Ha BePXHIOI 9acTh 3aHaBEeCKY, [T0Ka He6o He cTajo
CBeTJIETh, @ TIOTOM CHOBA 3aCHYJIa.

— Cusro! Xopomio! Ogens xoporo!

HWup [lyaHIIyaH IOCIENIHO OTKPhI/Ia 3aHaBec, Oiarogaps pexuccepa u Ysub E, KoTOpHIH ele He
yIen fajeko.

Cnenytolras ciieHa OblyTa TaKo# Xke, TOIbKO uMepaTop CoaHbBIM, KOTOPHIM Pa3MaxXUBal 3aHABECOM,
Ha 9TOT pa3 OBl IbsSH U Bell cebss HaMHOTo rpybee.

FOituHb, KOTOpast C TOM HOYM HAaCTOPOXKMIIACK, CPa3y ke cejla Ha KPOBaTH, HO Telephb OHa ObuIa
IJIOTHO OZeTa.

— Orer, TH HanuacsA? 1 M030By KOTo-HUOYAb, YTOOH 0TBE3TH TeOsS 00paTHO BO ABOPEL], — OHa
mepzKasa B TOJIOBE MBIC/Tb O TOM, YTOORI CKPHITh CMSTEHKE IIPOIIION BCTPEYH.

Ho ona He oxupaina, yTo uMnepaTop CroaHbB3M 3aKPOET el POT U IIPUKMET ee CIMHOU K KPOBAaTH.
OpHOM PYKOU OH 3appall IEePEegHIO YacTh ee IJaThi.

— ITo3BosbTE 0TIy XOPOIIEHHKO PACCMOTPETh, HACKOJIBKO BEIpOCca Mosi KOiuHbL, — uMIepaTop
CroaHbBAM CHOBa OTIYCTHUII €€, B3IB B 00e PYyKHU 10 00JIbIoH rpyau. — Bomnbinue cuchbku KOMMHE
BBEITJISIASIT OUEHb XOPOIIIO, a JIUI0 TaKoe KpacuBoe... d MONro MuCcKasl TakKylo 3a npefenamMu geopia. Ho



TaK ¥ HE CMOT HaWTH Ty, KOTOpas Morjia Ok CPaBHUTHCS C TOOOI.

Bropyr oH BCIIOMHUII, YTO B €T0 I'OJI0OBE IPOMEJIbKHYJIA XKEeHIMHA, KOTOpas CIy4alHO IIonanach eMy
Ha rja3a HeCKOJIbKO JHEU Ha3af 3a IpefeflaMu [BOpIa, C TPYObl0, Pa3PHUCOBAHHOU IIOYTH TaK Xe,
Kak y FOiuHb. X0Ts ee Tpynb OblJIa COBCEM MaJleHbKOM, JIUII0 TSHYJIO Ha YeThIpe UIIK MSTh MIyHKTOB
CX0XKEeCTH, TaK 4YTO ee JKEeCTKO TPaXHYJId HOYLIO.

Kpowme Toro, cerogus rnaBa KjiaHa CsSHb IPUBE3 pPefIKHe U 9K30TUYECKUE COKPOBUINA, YTOOH!
TIOTIPOCUTD poficTBa. MiMmepaTop CioaHbB3M OBLI B elrle 6ombiel spocTu. ['pyrina BapBapoB
BO30MHMJIA, YTO JOCTOMHA OCKBEPHUTH ero FOuuHb!

[ToaTOMy CerogHs Be4epoM OH CIIPOCUT, X04eT Jiu ero FOWuHb BEIUTH 3aMyXK 3a QUKaps U IPOXKUTh
JKaJIKy10 KHA3Hb C BapBapaMH, UM XKe OHAa U3MEHHUT UMS U IIO3BOJIUT MYy IIPUHSATH ee B rapeM. C
3TOTO MOMEHTa OHa OyfeT y Hero Ha JlafjOHH, ¥ HUKTO B rapeMe He CMOXKeT 000UTH ee CTOPOHOI!

HOnune MaxHyna pykou uMmnepatopy CroaHbBII0 U CXKajlach B YIJIy KpoBaTu. B ee ria3ax 3aCThil
X0JIOfI, & B pyKe OblyIa KPEIIKO 3axkaTa 30JI0Tasl 3aKO0JIKa.

— MMmepaTop IbsIH, BaM JIy4llle BEPHYTHCS B CBOM OBOpELI.

I'na3a CroaHbBIST OBLIYM IyTaAOIIE TPKUMHU.

— HOiiuHb, MoXKeT, 51 Bo3bMy Tebg? f Oyay oOpamarhcs ¢ To60M KakK C KeMUyKIUHOMU.

— WmMmnepaTtop — 6uonorudeckuii oter] FOiinH, 1 OH — UMIIepaTop, Kak OH MOXKeT FOBOPUTH TaKue
raynocTtu?!

— T&I He xo4euIb 3TOro?

FO#inHb He O0TBeTUIIA, HO BHITAINXIIA 30JI0TYIO 3aKOJIKY U BOTKHYJIAa B CBOIO 11I€0, U3 PaHEl MeNJIEHHO
TIOTEKJIa CTPYHKa KPOBH.

— Jlyuie ymepeTs, 4yeM CliefoBaTh 3a BaMu, — umiepaTtop CroaHbB3Y IOCMOTPESI Ha Hee, MeJIeHHO
IIOHSJICS C KPOBATH U BCTall ¥ Kpas, JepxkKa PYKHU B pyKaBax.

— C 3T0T0 MOMEHTA THl MOXKEIIh IeIaTh YTO YTOOHO, — CKa3aB 3Ty ¢pas3y, MyKUKMHA yIIel.

FO#iuHb HeMeJIeHHO OITyCTHUIa 3aKO0JIKY, YBUOEB, UTO OH YXOOUT. U 4TO enaTh mamblie?

Wmmnepatop CroaHbBI# BEpHYJICS 00PAaTHO B €€ TIOKOM U OTOPOCHIT 3aKOJIKY B CTOPOHY. OH IpuKan
IEeBYIIKY K cebe ¥ pa3opBall ee OfeXk/ay B KJI0Ubst, 00HaKUB GOJIBIIYI0 TPYOb, KOTOPAs TPSCIIAch OT



KaXOoro OIBUXKEHWA JEBYIIKH.

CroaHbB3¥ B35JI COCOK B POT ¥ KPYTHUI SI3BIKOM Ty[Ia-Ciofia, 00IM3bIBAs €r0 TakK, YTO OH CTaJl BIaXKHBIM
1 IPKO-KPaCHBIM.

FOiivHb He 3aKpuyYaia: B 9TOM ABOPIIE MTOJTHO JII0JEeN UMIIepPaTopa, KTO 0CMeTUTCS 60POThCS 3a ee
JKU3HB? A eC/M TaK, TO UTO TOJIKY OT ee KpuKoB? OHa IIPOCTO APHITaiiach, II0Ka He 0CBOOOAUTIA OTHY
PYKY, ¥ C CHJIOH yIapuia ero 1o nuily uMmrnepaTopa CloaHbBIS.

WmnepaTtop CoaHbBIY IPEKPATUII CBOU [IBUXKEHHS, JIET HA ee TeJI0 U CMOTPeNI Ha Hee 6e3 KaKhX-
00 IMOLUH.

FOinup Mo4asa, CIIOKOMHO IISOs Ha OTIa.

Yepes HeKOTOpOe BpeMs umnepaTtop CroaHbB3Y BHIIPSAMUIICS:

— Hnu cropa!

['aBHBEIY €BHYX OIYCTHJI TOJIOBY, ITOCTIEIINII BHYTPD ¥ CTal XKAaTh 3a 3aHABECKOMH:

— HWwMnepatop!

— Ilownu crofma AByX MaMO4Y€eK U IPUCMOTPHU 3a Hell, He [fall YMepeTh.

[I.m.: MaMmmu - cTapias gBOpPLioBas ClyXkKaHKa.

— Ja.

— Cuaro! Xopomo! — gupekTtop ynwbHyncsA. — Mub [lyaHiyaH o4eHb X0poIla.

Wup [lyaHuryaH BCTajla C KPOBATH, Hafiela OfleXX Oy, KOTOpyio mepenana e bait Mo. OHa yneI0HYIach
nupekTopy u YsHb E, KOTOpHIM CMOTpen Ha Hee:

— 4 6yny ycepnHO paboTaTh!
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