— O-3... 1 yBepeHa, MOT'y yrafaTh Balll aCTPOIOTUYECKHU 3HAK.

l'amc mocMoTpen Ha Hee. OH BUAET ee AUCKOM(OPT ¥ HacCllaXKaalcs 3TUM.

— JlaBay moramaiics.

— 9-3... Tener1.

— HenpasenbHo.

— CxkopnuoH?

— Coxanero.

— 4 cpmarock, Kakou? - JINHH cpocuia, YTOOEl €T0 He OTOPYHUTh.

— IeBa. - ['y6nl 'aHca MeOIUTENBEHO IPOM3HOCUIIN CJIOTH, KaK HETIPUCTOWHOE CJIOBO.

— O, s He MOT'y B 9TOIIOBEPUTH, - HEYKIIIOXKe XUXUKHYNa JInHH. ['anc He xoxoTasn. OH
IIPOOJIKAJl IPOH3UTENBLHO TTIIAETh Ha Hee. - YTO-TO [JOJIr0 TH TOTOBUIIH [IKMH C TOHUKOM, - CKa3aja
OHa HEepBO3HO. - MoxeT, Oyfellb TOTOBUTD €T0 K JajibHelInel BeuepuHKe? -. OHa paccMesiach.

C'anc He oOpaTuI BHUMAHUS Ha HaMeK.
— Bul uHTEpPECyeTECh aCTPONIOTUEN? - CIIPOCHII OH.
— O, ma, - HeyBepeHHO oTBeTuNa JIuHH. - [la, 6€3yCI0BHO.

— BesycnoBHo. - 'aHC Hacnaxmancs co0oi, OTCIexkuBas 3a
3TOM KpOIleyHoi 6e33allUTHON NeBYIIKOM, 0YeBUIHO 3alyraHHON ero ONepKUMOn
MYK€eCTBEHHOCTEIO. - Y MeHs eCTh KHUTa 00 9TOM, g fiyMaio, Tebe TOYHO IIOHPaBUTCS.

— IIpaBma? - ckazasna JIuHH, xKenas n30aBUThCS yAyIIaiollel KaloTH ¥ BO3BPATUThCS Ha
OCBeZKaIOoIINI MOPCKOM Opu3. - YTo XK, S 0YeHb XoTesla Obl YBUOETH €e€.

— 4 3abepy HanuTOK A TeOs, - cKadas ['aHc, TPoKpagbiBasch Yepe3 OCHOBHYIO KalOTy K BEPHU B
CBOIO KaloTy.

— O, - CTpeMUTeNbHO CKa3asa JIuHH, - MoXKalyicTa, He BOJIHYUTECE.

— Huuero yxacHoro. [laBaii. - ['aHC OTKPBII OBEPH B CBOXO KAIOTY U BCTAJI B CTOPOHY. - {1 He AyMmaro,
YTO Bl BUAEJIU 9TY 4aCTh 9TOU KPaCUBOU JIOOKH.

JIunH Konebanachk. Y Hee He OBITIO XKeJIaHUSI 0CTaBaThCS TET-a-Te€T C 3TUM MOIITHBIM 4YE€JIOBEKOM B €I'0
Karote. I'aHC IIOBEPHYIICA K HeH, IMIPOTAHYII HAIIUTOK U CHOeJIall JINIIO NEeBCTBEHHBIM HaCTOJIBKO,
HACKOJIBKO CyMeEIJI.

— Yro cnyuyunocsk? YT0-TO He Tak?

— O Her, 6e3yCI0BHO, HeT, - Beianuia Jluua. Oxa Omtymrana cebs rinyno. OT4ero oHa

TaK Hamyrajaach MyXK4uHE? HUUTO He MOTJIO CIIYYUTHCS C Hel Ha Jlofike. [Ipyrue KeHIUHE OBbIIN ObI
panhl ¥ MOMIbINEeHB MHTepecoM 'aHca K HUM. - YTO CIIy4rIoCh CO MHOIO? - TOAyMasia OHa. - f

He HeOobIIoli pefeHoK. - Kak TOIbKO 3Ta MBIC/IBL IIPHIIIIA e B I'OJIOBY, BO3BpaTa He Obio. OHa
TIPUHSIa BbI30B. - Huuero. f Ovl ¢ yOOBOILCTBHEM IIOCMOTpEIIa KHUTY.



2Kap B030yKIeHUs TPOH3UJI TO3BOHOYHUK ['aHca, ¥ COCPefoTOYnICS Ha B3gparuBaloileM 4jieHe,
Korga JIuaH Kanutynuposasna. OH 3HaJI, YTO BHIMTPAJ, 3HAJI, YTO HUUYETro He OCTaHOBUT HEMUHYEMOE.
Hu npenynpexnenue [I:KOHCOHA, YTOOH He ITepPeyCepACTBOBA, HU KpUYallye IPOTecThl JIUHH, Haxe
caMm HenTyH He MOT OCTAHOBUTH €T0 Celyac TPaxXHYTh ee Tyroe MajeHbKOoe Biarasuille U HallOoJTHUTh
€ro CIiepMOM, BCKUTIAOIIe! BHYTPHU HETO.

OH BOOXHYJI MPUTOPHBIN 3alax CIafoCTPacTHOU GopMbl JIMHH, KOTHOa OHA IIPOIIJIa MUMO HETO U
BOIIUTa B ero KaioTy. OHa MpOoIIa YeTHIPE IIara M0 HeOO0IbIIOMY IIPOCTPAHCTBY U BBIZKHUIAOIIE
TIOCMOTPesa Ha Hero. ['aHC OIIyTHII, YTO ero OOJIbIIOM YJIeH, KaXKeTCsl, BLITPEITHYT Ha Hee cpasy,
KaK CJIOBHOITBITAJICS OHOJIETh 9TH YETHIpe Iara Mexny HuMu. OH CTPEMUTEILHO TOBEPHYIICS,

4yTOOBI 3aKPHITh IBEPbH, ¥ OIIYTUII O0/Ib, KOTTIa er0 TPOMO3OKUH IMYIbCUPYIOUIUY TeHNUC Havall
Ha0yXaTh CTPEMHUTEIIbHEH, YeM KOrHa-Tub0 paHbllle, IEITAsICh OTYATHHO Pa3kICKaTh MIOTHOE, MOKPOE
MOJIOZIO€ BIIarajuile, KOTOpoe MIATKO 06epHYys0 OBl ero GOJbIIYI0 TOJIOBKY 1, H3BUBAsCH,
CKPY4HBasiCh, BEICCAIO 00KUTAIONIYI0 OEITyI0 CIIEPMY.

laHC mombITaNCs KOHTPOJIMPOBATh AbixaHue. Ero rpynsb

B3[bIMaack. HempenBumeHHAs MyIbCHPYIOIIas 00Ib OXBATHIIa YpECia, CXBaTHIIa 3a TPYIb

1 6e32Ka0CTHO CKPYTHUJIa B HeOOIbIION y3e. Ero HOrM Hayanu TPSCTUCH, 3HAsT, YTO CKOPO OUYTATCS
MEXK[Y XKT'y4uX MOTHHIX 6eflep YyBCTBEHHON MOJIO[O# KpaCaBUIIbL.

JIMHH pa304yapoBao To, 4YTO ['aHC OCTaiCcsd CIMHOU K HEM.
— B uem pmeno? - cupocunia oHa.

— Her. .. - mpoxpumnen rosoc I'aHca, KOra ero ropjio HeoXUIaHHO CXKaJI0Ch, 3aAbIXasch. OH
IIPOKAIIJISJICS ¥ OTYASTHHO IIBITAJICS B3SITh CBOE TeJjo mmof KOHTPosb. OH He Mor. He ObI7I0 BpeMeHM Ha
Urpsl. ['aHC MMOBEPHYI KJTIOY B 3aMKe OBEPHU CO IIe

YKOM, TOT, 9TO pa3maliCd B KabuHe. ITO IIPOUCXOOHUIIO B 0e3MOJIBUH, IIPEPEIBAEMOM TSAXKEJIBIM,
OTYaSHHEIM OhIXaHHeM ['aHca.

I poxb mapanu3ymollero yxaca npobexara 1o Teiy JIMHH, KOrfa OHa 0CO3Halla, 4YTO X04eT ChellaTh
KanuTaH. 9To 6e3yMCTBO, ITOfyMasa oHa nepenyraso. OH... OH, OOMXKHO OBITh, AYLIEBHO OOJIEHOM.
Y BHe3amHO JIMHH 0CO3HAaJA, 4To [aHC HeHOPMaJIbHEIH. [IyIIeBHO 60IBHON OT MEUTHI, IyIIEBHO
00/IbHOM OT y2KaCHOM ITOXOTH, KOTOPAsi I'PO3Uiiach UCTPEOUTE BCe, UTO CTOSIJIO MEXKAY HUM U

€ro y2kacHOM CTpacThio. JIMHH II0X0JI0Aesa, 0CO3HAB, YTO UCKJIIOUUTENIBHOE, YTO CTOSJIO Ha IIyTH
JKaK[bl TOJIJIaH/La K YIOBIETBOPEHUIO, OBITI0 ee COOCTBEHHOE, 6e33aluTHOE TEO.

— lanc! - BocknukHyna JIMHH, TBITasgiCh KOHTPOJIMPOBATh HEPa3yMHBIX yKac B rojoce. - UTo TH
mesaenb?

Kanutan MeanuTenbHO TIIOBEPHYIICA K HEeH, ero Iuio IIPEeBPATUIIOCh B MACKY ITOXOTJIMBOT'O MEYTHI.

— YT0 5 memnao? - IOBTOPUJI OH, CIIPATAB KJII0Y B KapMaH [IKMHCOB, KOTOpPble OBIIM HATSHYTEL €T0
OTYasTHHO OOPIOIIKMMCS YJIEHOM. - & JIeTKO 3amupalo ABeph capasi, paHbIle YeM KOPOBa BHIMIET.
4 nerko 3amuparo OOHY [ABEPb U OTKPHIBAIO UHYIO.

JIuHH C YZKaCOM OTCJIeKHBaJlld, KaK PyKad l'aHCca MeONMuTENLHO OIIyCTUIIaCh Ha MOJIHUIO I2KUHCOB U
IMOTSAHYJIa BHUI.

— O, Heeer...- B30ynopaxeHo 10Has )XeHa OTCTYIINIIA, IEPBHIE CJIe3bl HEIPUMETHO IOTEKIIH 10
ee HallyraHHOMY JIMIIY.



— BoT uMeHHO, HEMHOXKKO IOIIJIayb, ETKA, - B3mOoXHYJ ['aHc. - OTyero Obl Te0e HEMHOXKKO He
IOKPHYaTh, BCE PaBHO TeOs He YCBIIIAT Ha manyoe.

JIuuH 3Hana, yto ['anc npas. lllym MmoTopa «Beps» u Mops... OHa ¢ y&KacoM OTCJIeXuBania,

KaK MOIIHBIY MaTpPOC HAaKOHEL pacTeTrHyJl OXKUHCH U MeOJIUTEJIbHO UX PaCKpBLI,

o0HaK¥B BHaydaJle BOJIOCATHI MyXKCKOU JT000K, a II0CJIe 3TOr0 HEIIPEO[0IKMYIO BEIIYKIIOCTh
IyNIbCUPYIOIIEN IJIOTH, a ocye 3Toro... ONMHOKUY, HeTePIeIUBLIM 4ieH [[aHCca CUTBHO BHIIPHITHYIT
13 CBOEY TIOPHMBI U BEIIPSIMUIICS U3 YPECe], BO3pacTas U onyxas. EMUHCTBEHHOE , 0 4YeEM

JIMHH cyMeria MOAyMaTh B UICTEPUYHOM COCTOSTHUHU, OBIJIO TO, YTO y TOJIIAHAIA He ObIJI0 HUKHET 0
Oenbs. ['UraHTCKas MyNbCHPYIOIIas KOJIOHHA BRICKOYHUIIA U3 [IXKMHCOB, KaK Kombe, U JIMHH OIIyTHIa,
YTO ee ropiio nepexsatuiio. OH MIArHyJI K HEu.

— Her... TaHc... moxany¥icra... He Iejai 3TOro... - ¥ HE0XKUIaHHO 0CO3HAHUE MTOPa3uIo ee, Kak
BBICTPeEJI, 4T0 ["aHC cobupascs cuenath, COOMPAnCs 3aMUXHYTh JaHHBIN 00JIBIION TIEHUC BEJIUKO B €€
MaJIeHbKO€e CXKMMAIOIIeecs Bjlarajuile, ¥ OHa 3HaJla, 9YTO 3TO YObeT ee.

OHa OTKphLJIa poT, YTOOB 3a0paTh, HO HUYET0 He BHIIIIO, ¥ B 9TO MUT ['aHC
Ilepecek Majioe pacCTOSTHe MeXKIy HUMH, U HaKphIT HeOOobiIoi poT JIMHH CBOUM, IOXKupas ero. Ero
PYKH 00XBaTHUIIU €€, CXKaJll ee PYKH, a ero poT My4uJ ee TTIy60KUM 6e3KaloCTHBIM IIOIENTyEM.

JIuHH HampsAriaacCh, HO OH TOJIBKO IIPUTAHYII €€ OmzKe ¥ HavaJl BIUXUBATH CBOM CprOfI SA3BIK OaJIEKO B
€€ DOT, a ero PYKHU CXKaJIl MaTePHUaJl €€ XaJlaTa U BIIUIINCh B MATKYIO IIJIOTh €€ ATO0OUI]
1 CHUJIBHO IIPH2KAJIN €€ ChEeXKUBIIIEECs TEJIO K HAIIPAXKEHHBEIM r'€HUTaIuAM.

laHc usyyan xpebeT yepe3 0e33alIUTHBIN 6apxXaT MOJIOO0M [OMOX03siKHN. OH KPemkKo cxkKaJl

ee, BCSIKWI MYCKYJI JKECTKO HaIMpsATCs, PYKU CUITbHO JepKalld ee B IJIEHY, yIpyrue OyIKku rpyaei
PaCIITIOIMIIUCE Ha €T0 CUJIbHOM I'PyAu, ofHO Oeapo mpobpaiock MeXAy ee HOT, IT0Ka ee MOJIOHoe
BJIATaJINIIe HEXOTs He IpukKaiach K Hemy. OHa OTYasTHHO ITHITAJIaCh MOIIEBEIUTh TOJI0BOM, U ['aHC
CKaJl ee Yepem PYKOH ¥ BHOBb IPOCYHYIT SI3BIK, BCe TTy0xkKe U MOITHEE.

Manenbkas JIMHH He MOTJIa TPOTUBOOOPCTBOBATHL 3TOM OOJIBIION CKasle, KOTOpas Tak JIerko aepxkaa
ee. Cuybl OBITH CITHINKOM HEe PABHHI, ¥ He OBIJIO BEPOSITHOCTH BHIPBAThCS. UHCTUHKT BeJlen eu
XUTPUTE. [IOMyCTUMO, OHA MOTJIa ONYPaYUTh €0, IPUHYAUTh OyMaTh, YTO OH MPUYUHUT e OO0,
MOZKeT ObITh, TOTHA OH IMTPEKPATHUT 3Ty 6€3KaI0CTHYIO aTaKy. Ho OHa 3HaJa, 4TO 3TO HEMOTPEOHO.
l'aHc Mor yOuTh ee, ¥ B CBOel 6e3pacCymHOM MTOXOTH, faxke He CO3HaBast 3TOTO.

Temepsb ero pyKu KypCcUPOBAJIHU IO HEH, pasriaxkuBas MITKO 3aKPYTJIEHHbIE STOTUIE U CKUMAs ee
MaJieHbKHe, HeXXHble Tpynu. HeoxkumaHHO OgHA M3 €ro PyK 00XBaTHIIa CIIMHY M CJIOMasia 3alleNiKy Ha
oroctranpTepe. Ero pyka 3abpaiach mof XJIUNKAYE TUQUUK ¥ gpa3Huiia ee COCOK, TOT,

YTO MCHOBEHHO 3aTBEpIe, ¥ TEIJIO 3TOr0 HelpeIBUIEHHOTO OIIyIeH!s ITPOOUIOCh Yepe3 ee BeHH U
KPOBOTOK. 5e30T4eTHO OHa cocajia MyKCKOH SI3bIK B CBOEM PTY U OILIYTHJIA, KAaK

03HOG MEUTHI OXBATLIBAET €€ YPECTa, 'PYyAb U KUBOT.

— O ma, meTka, Tebe 3TO HPABUTCS... THl IPUTBOPCTBYEIIb, UTO HET, HO TeOe 3TO HpaBUTCH. - POT
[aHCa oCcTaBUII ee U celdac IPOKPaAbIBAJICS II0 ee Iee K momdopoaky. OHa omyTuia, Kak ero pykKu
BO3SITCS C XaJlaTOM, ITBITAsCh CHATH €ro ¢ PyK. Ee Mo3r 3aopain: Teneps camoe BpeMsi. OHa cobpana
BCE CHJIBI ¥ TIOTIBEITANIAaCh BEIPBATHCS U3 ero pykK. OHa Oblla CBOOOMHOM B MUT, ITOCJIE 3TOTO OH
IIPOTSIHYJI PYKY ¥ CXBaTHUJI €€ 3a 3alsICThe, OTKUAAbIBas CIIMHOM Ha KOWKY, KaK CJIOBHO UTPYLIEYHYIO
KYKITy.
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