[Toka oHH IIUTH Yepes Jiec, Bcs rpyma Owlla MpauHa. 5e33a60THOe HaCTpOeHKe 3TOT0 IHS YMEPIo
BMecTe ¢ 0IarOpOIHEIM CO3TaHueM KopoieBcTBa. OHM MOTPATHIM JOCTATOYHO BPEMEHH TOJILKO Ha
TO, YTOOBI OTPE3aTh U MPUT'OTOBUTH JOCTATOYHOE KOJIUYECTBO TYIIH OPaKOHA, YTOOE 06eCIeYUTh
ce0s muImen ans myTemiecTBus. HUKTO U3 HUX He ropel XKeJlaHueM CheCcTh YTO-HUOYyIb U3 TOTO, C
yeM OHU pasroBaprBaiu. BrlkKBaHUe, OMHAKO, OBIIIO OIS HUX BaxkKHee, YeM X YYBCTBUTEIHHOCTD.

Ke#iT mpomiakaia IeIBH 9ac I0Cie CMePTH OaH-Jdrepa. [JoH cumen psSaoM C Hel, mepxka ee 3a PyKy
u 6aroKas ee roJIOBy Ha CBoeM Itede. OH HUYET0 He CKa3all, TIOTOMY YTO TOBOPHUTH OBITIO HE O YeM.
IXyust MIPUTOTOBHUIIA MSICO, CTapasiCh He BCIIOMUHATH, YTO 3TO OBIIIO UK, CKOpPee, KTO 9TO O, a
3aTeM yIaKoBajla ero B IIyCTHIe TaKeThl, KOTOPEIE OHU Hecnu. Haeroch, OH MpomepKUTCS
MOCTATOYHO MIOJIT0, YTOOLI OHYM CMOIJIM H0OpPaThCs OO 3aMKa Basiop.

O ToM, 4TOOBI OCTAThCSI Ha TOJISIHE, He ObII0 U peuu. Tenepb OH HE TOJIBKO XPaHUIT IIJIOXUE
BOCIIOMMHAHHUS [JIS1 BCEX HUX, HO BCKOpEe XUIIHUKY U TTafilalbIIUKU OYAYT B CHJie, U OHU HUKAaK He
CMOTYT OTPa3uTh M0boe HamageHre. OHU IBUHYIIKCH IO TPOIIMHKE, KOTOPYIO YKa3al UM JaH-Irep,
HagesiCh, YTO C PACCTOSTHUEM UX MPAaYHOCTh pacceeTcss. HUKTO He MPOU3HOCUI HU CJIOBA, TIOKA OHU
7Y, ¥ B UX 00111el oXofKe He OBIIO HU UTPUBOCTH, HU JIETKOMBICTIUS.

Korpma oHE 0CTaHOBUTIUCEH Ha HOUJIET, BCE IIBITAIUCh HAUTHU OTTOBOPKH, YTOOH He yKUHATh. Y TONMBKO
TOTZa, KOTHa UX roJIof y2Ke He MOr 00Jibllle TepIeTh, OHU Havyalld AejaTh TO, YTO BCe COTJIalllaiiuch
Ha3bIBaTh "mavikaMu". ETUHCTBEHHOM SPKOM MCKOPKOU HOYHU OBIIIO TO, YTO APAKOHbE MSCO 0Ka3aJioCh
Ha y[uBJIeHUe BKYCHBEIM. Jlaxe II0CJIe TOro, Kak ero Iapy 4acoB HeCJIM B MellKaX C e[oy, MsACO Bce
elre ObIJI0O HEXKHEIM U CJIerKa TeIUIBIM. JTO IIOMOTJI0 UM AUCTaHIIMPOBATLCA OT TOr0 (hakTa, UTO 3TO
MSICO OEUCTBUTENIBHO UMEJIO BKYC IIUIY, & He KaKOU-TO MEP30CTH.

[Tocrne yxXuHa MaTb4MKK COOPaIUCh Ha COBeIlaHue, 4TOOb 00CYOUTh, YTO AeaTh Jasnbire. Ha Kakoe-
TO BpeMs UCYEe3JIH UX IIYTKU U UHTPUTH Hac4YeT cecTep. Ero mpuBe3nau K HUM [IOMOM, YTO CMEPTh
OblIa pacrnpocTpaHeHa B 9Ty 3eMitt0. OfUH UHITUIEHT MOXKHO OBIJT0 paCCMaTPUBATh KaK CITy4alHOCTD,
HO [IBa 3a Ba OHS-3TO 0OJIbIle, YeM KTO-T1U00 MOT BHIIATh.

- Utaxk, [loH, - Hayan [lon, mepxka CBOM KaMellleK B PyKe, - MBI CylllaeM gpaKoHa?"

-MmI Bce elle gBuXKeMcs Oollee UK MeHee Ha CeBep, 4TO TakxKe OBUIO CKa3aHO HaM CBUTKOM, -
3aMetun [1oH. -l He BUXKY, 4TOOH! Y HAC OBUIM KaKue-TO IPUYUHEL 9TOT0 He Aenath. xumn?"

-V man-Orepa He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX IIPUYKH JITaTh. Bce, 4ero oH X0Te, - 3TO ITOCKOpee yMepeTh. I
TOBOPIO, YTO MHI ITpoAosiKaeM uaTu. OH CKa3all, 4YTO TPH OHS, HO S OyMalo, 4TO 9TO 3aliMeT y Hac
YeThIpe, YYUTHEIBasA OTCYTCTBUE Y HAIlleW TPYIIIH ONbITa IIOXO0B."

"IIepbMO. ITO O3HAYAET, YTO HAM BCE ellle HY>KHO HaWTH 6O0JIblIe ebl, YTOOH II0eCTh."

-Hawm Bce PaBHO IIPpUOETCA 3TO COEJIaTh. M&I He MOXKEM XKUTh TOJIBKO Ha Msce. Ham HYXKHO HaWUTHU
nonel, ¢ KOTOPBEIMU MOZKHO TOProBaTh, UJIA HalTH OUKOpPaCTyIoue oBomu."



"CornacoBaHHbId. [lepkKu rila3a OTKPHITEIMY, JIagHO?"

- Ia, - mogTBepaui [Tos. -Mul Tak u caenaeM. briio OBl TakKe I0JIe3HO, ec/ii Obl HaM YIaioch
Pas3mo0bITh APYTHe IIpUIlackl. BepeBka, HapuMep, U Aydllas arnTeyka IIepBoy TOMOIIHM, TaKKe BEIIH,
KaK Mas3u, Ma3u ¥ ToMy ofo6Hoe nepbMo. KaMetiek B pyke [lojia Temeps ciierka pacKauuBaCs
B3ajI-BIlepel, X0Tsd pykKa [loma 6vina TBepHaa.

"TIpaBo. ¥ He 3Ha0, rme MBI BO3bMEM BCe 3TU Bellly, Ipexkie yeM nodepeMcs mo 3aMKa, HO MEL OyaeM

y
IepKaTh HaIIX BO3MOXKHOCTU OTKPHITEIMU. JIagHO, pa3 YK BH, pebsiTa, HCIIOPTUIIM BUEPAIIHIO
CMeHy KapayJa, 4TO ke HaM Teleph AaenaTh?"

- Katu Bce etre paccrpoena, [JoH. Tebe HyKHO fiepxkKaThcs mobnuxe K Het. OHA caMasi XpynKas U3
Hac, KaK 9MOLKMOHAIbHO, TaK U Pu3ndecKu. MBI MOKEM CIIPABUTHLCS C JeKypPCTBOM BaXTHI 3a Bac."

-JTO efBa 1u CIIPDaBEOJINBO, [Tom, - 3ameTtun [10H.

- Bce 3aBuCHUT OT TOT0, KaK TH Ha 3TO CMOTPHUIIE, - OTBETHJIA [[KUIJI. -OTO TH TYT BCe 0OOyMBIBa€elb.
OHY TOBOPSIT, YTO BHICIINE (YHKIMHM MO3Ta-3TO ITEPBOE, YTO HYKHO CHENIaTh, KOTHa Bbl HAUMHAETE
ycTaBaTb. MBI He MOXKEM TO3BOIUTH cebe, YTOOH BBl HE MOTJIA MBEICTTUTh 3[PaB0. ITO MOXKET
IIPUBECTHU K TOMY, YTO HAcC BCcex yObioT. [1071 KMBHYI B 3HAK COTJIACHS.

IoH cMupumcs ¢ Heu30exKHEIM. -JIafiHO, HO ecliu BB, pebsiTa, [OMAEeTe M0 TOro, UTO YCTaHETe KakK
cobak¥, 51 BO3bMY Ha ce0si CMeHy, 4epT BO3bMH.- C 3TUM yTBEpPKAECHUEM OBIJI0O JOCTUTHYTO 0011ee
corjacue.

- PebGsaTa? MHe oueHb He X04eTCsl ceriyac 00 3TOM rOBOPHUTH, - TUX0 CcKa3as Ilon. KaMeHb B ero pyke
OBl Temephb B JOOPOM [IOKMe OT €T0 KOXKHU, HO OH ellle He 3aMEeTHUJI 3TOT0. -Ho MBI TOIKHEI
IIOTOBOPUTH O A€BOYKaX."

-4t0 uMeHHO TeOs1 6€CIIOKOHUT, O JIEBUTATOP CKai?- [JOH 3aMeTHJI 3TOT KaMeIlleK ¥ XO0TeJl TI0Ka3aTh
€r0 OCTAJIbHEIM pebsiTaM.

- A? Hy u gmeppmo!  maxe He 3HaJ, 4To fenato 3to! Kpyrto!"

-IToxozKe, TH BCe-TaKH MOIYYHUII CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH, - cKa3asa [Ixuii. "[lo3mpaBneHus. A Temepb
Hay4uCh IT0JIh30BaThCS ITUMU IMPOKJIATEIMU IITYKaMU, YTOOH! ¥ Hac TyT OB OOJIbIlE, YeM V MUCTEPaA
BonmeOHuKa!- [IOH UTPUBO TONKHYII €TO0.

-Hy, cykuH chiH, - TUX0 cKa3as [1o, cxkuMasi pyKol KaMelllek. - B 11060M ciydae, oTBedasi Ha TBOM
BOIIPOC, S X04y CKa3aTh, YTO MbI COTJIaCHHI C TEM, YTO IeBOUKHY BelyT cebs cTpaHHO. OHU BCe
ropa3mo 60ee CrOBOPYMBHL ¥ [laXKe MPOCTO BIOOIEHH B Hac. M 4TO Ke HaM Teleph AenaTh?"

-M&I 3TUM BOCIIOJIb3yeMcs!- HacTauBasia [l KuJ.



-Y MeHs HeT ¢ 9TUM IIpo0JieM, HO KaK MHI 9TO cesiaeM?- [I0H XOTeJ 9TO 3HATh.

- OcTopoxkHO, - cka3ai [lo. - [locnenHee, 4TO HaM HYKHO, 3TO CHejlaTh HEBEPHBIY LIar ¥ Pa303JIUTh
¥X. OTO PacKoOJIeT 3Ty I'PYIIy IPSIMO [I0CepeqyuHe, MBI IPOTUB HUX."

- ManeHpKUMH ITaKKaMHU, KaK CKa3ala BY€EPa Be4epoM Ixunn. Ml genaeM MajieHbKHeE IIaru."

-EcTb K0€e-4T0, YTO MBI MOTJIX OBl COEJIaTh, HO 3TO O3HA4YaeT MEeHbINyI0 6e30MMacHOCTh AJisg Hac."

-A 9T0 4TO Takoe?- [JOH XOTeJ 3TO 3HATh.

- Houbto MBI MOTTIH GBI PA30MTHCH elre fasbile. [locTapaliTech MOCTaBUTh MEXKAY HaMU KYCTHL WX
IepeBbsi. ITO JAaCT HAM HEMHOT0 YeIHHEHUS, TaK YTO €CJIU MBI BCce-TaKu mobepeMcs Kyga-HuOymb, Hy
YTO X... f AyMalo, 4TO IeBOYKH OyayT 60oee OTKPHITEIMU, ECIU OHU He OyAyT AyMaTh, UTO BCE
CMOTPAT, - 06BbsacHu [1or.

[TpoGneMa Ge30macHOCTH He Tak yXK U BaXHa. f maXke He 3Hal0, 3aYeM HaM 3TO HYXKHO."

B 9TOT MOMEHT pa3fascs BoIuuii BoM. OTO ObIJT IPOH3UTELHEIN, TPOHUKHOBEHHBIHM BOM, K KOTOPOMY
BCKOpPE IIPUCOeIUHUIOCH OecuyrcieHHOe MHOKEeCTBO IPYTuX. [JOH B3OPOTHY U IIOBEPHYJICSI K
Hxunnu. -MMeHHO 1o3TOMY."

kkkk

Korma cobpanue 3aKoHYMIOCH, [JoH mopornen K KelT u nmoMor e nogHsAThcs. OHa gepxKaiach 04eHb
67113K0 K HeMy, KOTla OHUM OTOIIJIX HEMHOTO B CTOPOHY OT TPOIIMHKU U CEJIU PSAAOM C GOIBIIAM
IepeBOM, KOTOPOE 3alllUINaio UX OT OCTAJIbHEIX.

- [JoHHH, TOYEMY MBI TaK HajIeKO OT OCTAJIbHBIX?- OHA XOTeJla 3TO 3HaTh. - Ee rojioc Obl1 TIOMKUM U
HEMHOT'O IPOXKaIlKuM.

- [IpocTo 4TOOH maTh BCEM HEMHOTO YEAUHEHUS, CECTPeHKa. MBI He XOTUM CJIUIIKOM CKOPO HadaTh
Ie’CTBOBaTh OPYT APYTY HA HEPBH, HHaue 3T0 OyIeT JelCTBUTENIbHO HENPUSATHOe nyTeulectere. OHa
II0Kavasla roJIOBOY, a 3aTeM IIPUCJIOHUIACh K HeMY, IT0JIOKUB I'0JIOBY eMy Ha edo. OH 00HAT ee
OJHOM PYKOM, ¥ OHa NMpUOBUHYNIAack 6mrxke. OH 4YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK ee IPyAb IPUKUMAETCS K HEMY, U
momkeH OblT ycnokouThes. He ceiidac. Celidac oHa CIUIIKOM HampsixkKeHa, YTOOR IPUKOCHYTHCI K
Hel. BMecTo 3TOT0 OH IOCMOTpeN Ha HeGo, u3ydast 3Be3[Ibl TaM.

KaTu 3ameTuna ero uHTEpecC. -4To Ke 3TO TaKOe?- CIIPOCHIa OHA.

-MHe IPOCTO UHTEPECHO, CMOTY JIX S Pa3rIsAaeTh Kakue-HuOyas co3Be3nusi. Hy, 3Haelb, Kak
Boneiras Mensenutia, unu CTpesell, UK elne 4To-Huoynb."



- Ho nouvemy XKe?- ¢ MoO0IBITCTBOM CIIPpOCHIJIa OHA.

-Hy, g mericTBUTENBHO OyMalo, YTO MBI HAXOAUMCS B UTPOBOM MUpPE, HO MHE HHTEPECHO, HACKOJIbKO
TOYHO OH CMOJEeNUPOBaH Ha 3eMJie. {1 uMero B BULy, HAXOOUMCS JIX MEI B 3eMyaX Hos 9KBUBaneHTe
Ceseprou AmMepuku? Unu Mel yxke B ABcTpanuu?"

- Pa3Be 9T0 uMeeT 3HaYeHKUE? MEI Bellb €1eM JOMOM, BEPHO?"

-HeT, Ha caMoM mesie 3TO He UMEET 3HaYeHu s, HO 3TO 3aHMMaJ0 MOU MEIC/IH.- BMecTo Toro YTOOKI
OyMaTh O MEPTBEIX APAKOHAX, OH HUYEro He JIOﬁaBI/IJ'I.

HekoTopoe BpeMsi OHU cuUfiesu Mojida, TotoM KeiT 3eBHyna. OHa yineiOHYIach caMa cebe. -Y MeHs
TaK0e YyBCTBO, YTO 3TO OBIJI AOJTHUM [EHB."

"Ma. Tel MOXKeIIb JIeYb ¥ 3aCHYTh, €CJIU X0Yellb."

-TToxany#, s Tak U cHenalo, - CKka3asia oHa. OHa HaKJIOHUJIach ¥ IIOCMOTpesia 6paTy IpsMo B rjaasa. -
4 mo6mio Tebs, [JoHHY, - CKa3ajia OHa U IolejioBaia ero B ryosl. OH mOIes0Bal ee B OTBET U
morjaaui mo pyke. OHM IIpepBajy MOLeNyd, U TOTa OHa JIeria, IOBEPHYBIINCH K HeMy CiinHOU. OH
CHJeJI U CMOTpeJI Ha 3Be3[bl, HaflesCh Ha iydiiee... Y1o? Ho OH 3TOro He 3Hal.
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B HeCKONIbKUX ApAax OT HUX MexXay KyctaMmu cupenu Hxynud u Ilosn. ITon urpan ¢ KaMemkoM,
KOTOPHIM iepKaJjl B pyKe, U JIEBUTUPOBaAJ ero Ha nagouu. OH II0oKa3all ero CecTpe, 0XKuaas ee
O0OBIYHOM BEXKJTMBOM, HO HE3aMHTEPECOBAHHON PEaKIIHH.

-JTO Tak JIOBKO!- TUX0 BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA. -A 4TO ellle Thl MOXKEIIb C HUM CAelaTh?"

-Hy, He 3Ha10. IT0 camoe 0OJIbIIOE, YTO 5 IPo6oBaJl... ITO IIEPBOE, YTO ST CMOT CHeaTh C TeX Iop, Kak
IIornaj cmomja."

- [TocTapaiicst, 4TOOBI OH MOATIIBIT KO MHE, - CKa3ajla OHa C PaCCTOSIHUS B HECKOIBKO ¢yTOB. -Hy XKe,
THI MOKEIIIb 9TO chaelaTh!"

ITon COCPeJoTOYHnJICA Ha KaMeIlIKe. OH HEMHOTO IIOKA4YHYJICA, HO BCE K€ IIOBUC B BO31yXe HAll TEM



MeCTOM, Te cunesa ero cectpa. OHa moiMarsa ero ¥ u3gajia HerPOMKHY pafloCTHHIM BU3T. OHa
BCKOYMJIa U mopouuia K 6paty. OHa 6ecliepeMOHHO TUTIOXHYJIach K HEMY Ha KOJIeHUM ¥ 00BUJIa pyKaMu
ero met0. OHa MMOJI0XKKIIa I'OJIOBY eMy Ha I1JIedo U MpollenTana: "Moi 6par, BonmebHuk.- OH faxke He
IIOTPYAUIICS TIOITPABUTh €€.
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[>T Hecyia MepBylo BaxXTy, ¥ OH MOJI4a IlIarajia [0 TPOIMKMHKe. BpeMsi OT BpeMeHU OHa CXOfUIIa C
TPONIMHKU B CTOPOHY TOM MJIM MHOMU MMapkl OpaTheB UM CECTep WUIIY IIIa Tyfa, TOe cra ee Opar.
Hukakux HempUSTHOCTEHN He OBIIO, ¥ OH fJaxke OOJIbIlle He CIIbIIIaa BOJKOB. Yepes3 YeTHpe yaca OHa
pa3bymumna IToma, KOTOPBIH IPOCHYIICS OBICTPO U, TO-BUAMMOMY, XOPOIIO OTHOXHYBUIUM. [I2KHUIIT
noxesaja eMy CIIOKOMHOM HOYM U BEPHYJIACh K CECTpe.

Ixunn udydana Chi03eH, IexKallyio Ha 3eMjie CIIMHON K HeMY, TI0JI0XKHUB I'0JIOBY Ha ProK3ak. OHa
3aMeTusa, Kak OHa KpaCHBa U KakK IJIOTHO o0jieraeT ee omexkma. Ha Heit Oblya Ts2Kesast CBETIIO-
3eJleHas TYHUKa ¥ TEMHO-3eJIeHble y3Kue Opioku. Ee 60THHKY BHCeIM Ha COCeqHel BeTKe, YTOOH He
IIOAINTyCKAaTh K HUM HaCEeKOMBIX 1 KHUBOTHHIX. OHa He MOTJIa He AyMaTh O TOM, YTO X0Tesla Okl cHeNiaTh
C Hell.

Jlexka pspmoM c Hei, [IKUJI IepeKaTuaach Ha 60K, COBCEM PSZIOM C ee ciuHOM. OHa 4yBCTBOBasla ee
3amax, ¥ flaxe II0CJie TOr0, KakK OH TakK A0JIr0 He MBIJIICS, OHa BCe ellle Ka3ajlach eMy IIpeKpacHO.
OHa HeXKHO TIOJI0OXKMIIa PYKY el Ha 0efipo, a 3aTeM OCTOPOXKHO OIMYyCTHUIa €€ Ha XXUBOT. OHa OCTaBuUJIa
€ro TaM, II0JIOKUB I'0JIOBY Ha CBOM COOCTBEHHBIH PIOK3aK.

TonpKO Yepe3 HECKOIBbKO CEKYH[I OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJa, KaK MATKasl pyKa IIOTJIa[ula ero IpOMeXHOCTb.
OH 4yTh He 3aCTOHAJI BCIIyX, HO 3HAJI, 4YTO 9TO 3acTaBUT [loya 6exaTh, a celyac eMy He HyXKHa ObllIa
kKoMmmnaHus. ChlI03€H He MofaBajla HUKAKUX IPU3HAK0OB 60IpCTBOBaHuUsA. Ha caMoM fene, 3TO 3Bydasio
Tak, Kak OynTo oHa crana. OH He CMeJ IOIIEeBeIUTLCS, HO BCKOPe ee BTOPast pyKa CXBaTHIIa ero PyKy
U IlepeMecTHIIa ee OT XKUBOTa K rpyau. OHa C CUJION IpuKala ero pyKy K CBoeMy Tely, a 3aTeM
otmyctuia ee. OH Jaxe He MMOIIEBeTUNI pykKoi. Ha uTo Chi03€H OTBETHIIA BO CHE, CHOBA IIOTJIAIUB €TI0
mpoMexHOCTh. OHa CXKaJla ee elle pas, a 3aTeM IIpoBeJia GOJIBIINM MabIeM 110 6YTOPKY Ha ee
pybatke, KOTOpHIH ObIT ee cockoM. OHa O4eHb TUXO 3aCTOHAJIA BO CHE, KOT]a OHA IIPOMeIall 3TO
HECKOJIbKO pa3. Ee pyka COCKOIb3HYIa C ero IPOMEKHOCTH, IBUTASICh K TepeIHeH YacTH ee
COOCTBEHHOTO TeJjia,HO OH He OCMEJTUJICS TOCMOTPETD, Ky[la OHa IToTaia.

PeltuB He CIMIIKOM MCIHITHIBATL CyAbO0Y, KU MepecTana jJackaTh I'Pyab cecTprl. Ho oHa pemun
He yOupaTh PyKy. B KOHIlEe KOHIIOB, OHa caMa ero Tyna monoxuna. OH ellle Kpermde IpUXKajca K Hel u
TYT K€ YCHYya.
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Buumanue! 3TOT nepeBom, BO3MOXKHO, €ITé He TOTOB.
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