Codust H1 0 YeM He Kajiesa. BCio CBOIO XKH3Hb OHA BUIEJIa TOJILKO MOTepU. B ee XKu3HU OBITIO OYEHD
MaJio PagOCTHEIX MOMEHTOB. *XpycT* OOpa3kl MPOIIIION HOUM BCILIXHYIHM B €€ T0JI0Be, KOTla OHa
yCIIbIIIana, Kak ee pebpa TpecHyH MMOA JaBIeHHeM BOJTYbETo KOTr'Ts. «f1 MomKeH OB IOIeI0BaTh
ero, Korma y MeHs Obl maHc». OHa KPUBO YIIBEIOHYIACh, KOTOa KPOBb XJIRIHYIA U30 pTa. Ee
TpaHcopMaIus Obljla OTMEHeHa. Y Hee He 0CTAIoCh MaHEI, YTOOBI ITPOIOJIXKATE 9TO fajbiie. Bce ee
pe3epBhl OBUIM UCTOIIEHH], KOCTH 00euX PyK ObLIM CIOMaHHI, a II0 BCEMY TeNy Y Hee OBIJI0 MHOXKECTBO
ry0OKHUX ITOPEe30B, U3 KOTOPHIX COYMIIach KpoBb. OHA IOBEPHYJIACh ¥ YBUEIa MaTbYMKa,
CMOTPSIIIETO Ha Hee, JIexKallero B ayx)e co6cTBeHHON KpoBu. OH Obl emle xkuB. OHa MOTJIa BUIETh
oTYasHHE B €ro IJIa3ax, Ho OHa 3HaJla, YTO OH He MOXKeT ceidac BcTaTh. Ero cocTossHIe OBIIO elre
Xyxe, 4eM y [Iketika. ToapKO ecu Okl OHa OblJIa HEMHOTO CUJIBHEE.

Ho koro ona o6manbIBasnia. OHa IPOCTO He TOAXOAMIIa 3TOMY napHio. — IIpocT, oTel. Kak pa3s Torma,
KOrJla oHa HaOpajach CMEJIOCTH Ha3BaTh 3TOT'0 CTapHUKa CBOMM «OTLIOM». BriepBhle 3a BCIO OUTBY y
Hee Ha I'Jla3a HaBepPHYJHUCH cie3bl. OHa Jaxe He B3[IPOTrHYyJia, KOTrga 3Beph CIIOMaJl el BCIO PYKY, HO
Teleph ee CYAWIN, U OHa X0TeJa, YTOOBl BCe 3TO 3aKOHUYUIIOCE. "['pppp..." OHa MOXKeT BUOETh, Kak
00MBIIION HOXK, CIIOBHO KJIHIKM, YBEJTMUKUBAETCS Nepe] ee riia3aMu. — Torfga 3To KoHell. OHa 3aKphiia
rjas3a, BUIUMO, B IIOCTIEOHUN pas.

*Byyymm!!* He mpo1ino u ceKyHAB, KaK OHa 3aKphljla I'1a3a, KaK MOIIHBIM B3PBIB YOAPUII B TEJIO
3Beps. ITo Obiyia OosibIlas BOJIHA MaHBI, XJIBIHYBIIAs Ha HUX CO BCEX CTOPOH. Kak GyATO 4TO-TO
OBICTPO BHICACHIBAJIO MaHy U3 OKpyKalolel cpensl. OHa efjBa MOTJjia TIOBEPHYTHL TOJIOBY B Ty CTOPOHY.
P1o? HeT. Myxuuna? HeT. 9To GBI KTO-TO, KTO COBCEM He OBLI ITOX0XK Ha 4YesIoBeKa. Y Hero 6510
MaCCHUBHOE MYCKYJ/IMCTOE TeJI0 C IHPOKUMH IyiedaMu. Ero Koxka Oblyia TEMHOH, a ero [AJIMHHEIE
BOJIOCHI TTAPUIM B BO3AYXeE IOl CUITbHBIM IIPUIMBOM MaHbl. OH BRITSIHYJI PYKHU mepeq co0oii, CIIOBHO
IIPOBePSisi, KakK OH BHIIIAAUT. OH 4TO-TO 60opMoTa, HO y Coduu yxe nonuynu 6apabaHHbE
IIepPenoHKY, U3-3a Yero OHa He MOTJIa HU4Yero MOHSTh.

«3T0 Iporpecc. MHe HYKHO HaOpaThCs TepreHus». [IeMOH roBopui caM ¢ coboi. *I'ppppp* *'pppp*
OH nocMOTpeN Ha BOJIKa, phlYalllero Ha Hero u3ganeka. «Xa.. 4 nydile cnacy OeBYIIKY, IIOKa y MEHS
ele ecTh maHc». OH CIBIIINT, KaK ObeTCS ee cepfille, U 9TOro eMy 0ojiee YeM gocTaTo4yHo. Ero Teno
BCe ellle BbICAaChIBaJI0 MaHy U3 aTMOC(epH], KOTAa OH IIBUI K 3Bepio. — f He xouy TeOs yOuBaTh.
Tonbko Gnarogapst Tebe s MOTY BCILIBITh, TaK IT04eMy OBl HaM He 3aKJTIOUUTh IlepeMupue? Bonk
OTIIPHITHYJ Ha3afl, MPUHSIB 000POHUTEIbHYIO 1103y, OH MIPOUTHOPUPOBAJI 3TO U CITYCTHUJICS Ha 3€MJTI0
psmoM ¢ Codueit. "Hy xopoi1io, BB HOKHBI OBITH Pajibl, 4TO g 3meck." CKa3aBs, YTO OH IOJIOKHUIT PYKY
ell Ha rpynb. ['ycTasg MaHa XJIBIHYJIA B €€ TeJI0, 3aCTaBIIsAs €€ TeJl0 UCHENSAThCS C BUOUMOU CKOPOCTEIO.

TeHeBOM BOJIK IIPeAIoarai, YTO CMOXKET CPa3UThCs C 3TUM HOBHIM TPOTUBHUKOM, HO C KaX[IOH
CEKYHIOM ero ypoBeHb CUIHI OBICTPO poc. Kak TONbKO OH MpeB30Ies caMoro cedsi, Bce ero
WHCTUHKTH 3aKpUYau, 4ToOwl OH yOeras. Tak u caesnan. [IpHTHYB B TPOTHBOIOIOKHOM
HaIlpaBIIeHUH, OH 1M0OexKaJs 3a CBOK XKU3Hb.

«XMm? IToxoxke, HU4YEro He IOfeJaellb, Xxe-xe...» [1leMOH 00epHyJICs, YTOOH B3T/ISHYTh Ha [IKelKa.
OpHUM [BUXKEHMEM ero PYKH 0OJbIIOe KOJIMYEeCTBO PACTUTEILHOCTH BBHIPOCIIO U3 3eMJIX IIOf
MaJIbuMKOM, NIpeX[e YeM IOTJIOTUTE ero Teslo BHYTpU. «HeT, MBI 34ech 3aKOHYUIN, IOUAEM
nooxoTuMcs?» Ero Teno uc4esno U3 nsATHa, NOIBUBIIErocs B HeOe Haf ronoBoi. Ero ocTprle rnasa
MT'HOBEHHO 00HapyXKumu Oeryuiero o yiecy 3sepsi. OH OBLI JOCTATOYHO XUTEP, YTOOH UCIIOIb30BATh
TEHU, YTOOBI BPeMSsI OT BDeMEeHU MeHATh HallpaBJleHUe, YTOOH! eT0 HeNlb3s OBbIJIO0 IPOCTIeNUTE.
«BuguTte nu, s TakXKe 10010 [aBaTh HafeXOy OPYTUM, Ipexkie yeM racuTh ee. Tak ropasmo



npusTHee». [Iof HoraMu 3Bepsl Hayasla CKUMaThCA caMma 3eMsisd. HeBaXHO, KaK OBICTPO OH Oexarl,
eOUHCTBEHHOE HaIlpaBJieHKWe, B KOTOPOM OHO [BUTAJIOCh, Ob1I0 06paTHEIM. ¥*Boi* *Boit* "M3-mox HETO
BEIPOCTIY f1Ba OOJIBIINX [lepeBa, UX BETBU [IepKaluCh 3a KaXAyI0 U3 er0 KOHEYHOCTeH, Ipexke 4eM
IOTSIHYTh er0 B He00. *Boi* 3Beph OBIJT HOCTATOYHO YMEH, YTOOB MIOHKMATh, YTO JKUBEIM OTCIOfIA He
BhIOpaThCs. OHO 0TKa3asioCh OT OOPHOHL.

"Xm? Tompko 3T0?" OH ITOOHSJI T'OJIOBY U YBUIEN OO0JIbIIOH BOOJOBOPOT I'yCTOM MaHBI, HEITPEPLIBHO
BXOOAIIUY B ero Tefno. «00o0... [loxoxe, s Hamyran Te6s. Torma, gymaro, IIPUILIO BpeMs n30aBUTh
Te0s OT cTpafaHuii». I1o curHany u3 ero pykK oepeBbsi MOMEHTAJIbHO TIOTSHYJIH €T0 3a BCe
KOHEYHOCTH, pa30pBaB TeJIo Ha YeThIpe dacTu. *Bcmneck* KpacHas KpoBb OphI3HYJIa Ha U0
IEeMOHa, ¥ OH CIIM3HYJ ee C Ty0 OIMHHBIM SI3bIKOM. — Kak maBHO 5 He mpoOoBai KpoBu? OH BRITISAAEN
TakK, CJIOBHO BCIIOMUHAJ O KaKUX-TO feJiaX.

«Hy, Tenepb, Korga Mbl 3aKOHUMIIA C 9TUM, He MOT/IH OBl BH BRIUTU? Bnaromerens. Xe-xe-xe...» OH
00epHYJICS U IOCMOTPETT B CTOPOHY [XKYHTJIeH. [JaXke I0CIie ero 3BOHKa HUKTO He Bhies. Ho oH He
BO3pazKall, ero B3/ OCTAHOBUJICS B 3TOM HallpaBJIeHUH, ITI0Ka OH Aeflall HEKOTOPhIe
IIpeAnonoxkeHus: «Xm.. Trl BCcerga mofgo3pesasl MalbyrdKa C CaMOoro Hadasia. Bce 9To MpuUTBOPCTBO
TOJIBKO /I ITIOATBEPXKAECHNUS TBOUX COMHEHHUM? He BCIILII? BB MOT/IM MOTEPSATH CBOETO
OparoleHHOr0 BHyKa BO BCEM 3TOM, 3HaeTe Niu. Benukuii Mar Omunm.

"Xyyydd" Hakosners B necy pa3mancs B3nox. 2KeHmrHa B 6e/IbIX ofleKAaxX OAHAIACh B BO3AYX C TOU
CTOPOHEI, KyZla CMOTpeJl 1eMoH. «Tebe He HyKHO 6eCIIOKOUTLCS 00 9TOM, KaJIKUi IeMOoH. {1 O crac
uX, ecju OBl J0 9TOT0 HomiIo. Ho 1Mo cpaBHEHHMIO C 3THM BaXKHee UMETh [IeJI0 C TO00H». DMUIu
CKpHBIBaJia, 4YTO YyBCTBYET ce0s 0OUeHb BUHOBATOM 3a TO, UTO €M IMPUXOJUTCS MOJIBEPTraTh He TOIHKO
BHYKa, HO U €T0 ipy3el Takou Tparenuu. OHa Oblza TOM, KTO ITIOMECTUII 3TOT0 TEHEBOT'O BOJIKA B 3TOT
JleC ¥ MaHUIYIUPOBAJ UM, YTOOH HaacTh Ha HUX. Y Hee He OBII0 JIpyroro crocoba mOATBEPIUTD,
4yTO B Tese P medcTBUTENbHO ObIT HacTos Ui neMoH. OHa Obljla TOTOBA MPHITHYTh, KOTIa KTO-TO U3
HUX 0OJIbIIIE HE CMOXKEeT fAepKaThcs. Ho K ee cuacThio JeMOH I0Ka3aJj ce0s B IIOCIIeIHIO CEeKYHAY.

Ha camom [perne oHa Oblsla IIEPBOY B TOPOZE, KTO 3aMETHJT BHE3AMMHOE MOSIBJIEHHE MaCCUBHOTO JIeca
IPSIMO CHAPYKU. 3aTEM OHa yBUAENa, KakK Pio BHIIIEN U3 Jleca ¥ HAIIPaBUJICS K CBoeMy foMy. Kpome
TOT'0, OHAa OYEHb JIETKO MOXKET II0YYBCTBOBATb OCTAaTKU JEMOHUYECKON MaHbl B CBEXKEN
PaCTUTENIBHOCTH. JTO OBIZI0 OTPOMHOE fiesio. UeloBeueCcTBO HEHABUIEIIO JeMOHOB flaxe 0OJIbIIe, YeM
3Bepostoael. [IpocTo mpoIIo MHOTO BEKOB, X MX BOCIIOMHUHAHUS 0 JEMOHAX COBCEM HEMHOTO
no6nexnu. Ho Bce ke OHA 04eHb JIETKO IIPeACTaBiseT, uTo Oynet ¢ Pio, eciiu mpaBaa BEIALET
Hapyxky. CMepTh CTAHET [JIT HETO POCKOIIIBIO, ECIIU O Hel y3HAeT KOPOJIeBCKUY ABOP. M mo3ToMy OHa
He MOXKET II03BOJIUTh, YTOOH! 3Ta IMpaBaa Oblyla pacKpkiTa. IMEHHO 110 3TOM MpUYuHE OHa yOula mapy
OTLIa ¥ ChlHa YailyiiepcoB, KOTrfla OHU HAIlPaBJIS/INCh B CTOJIUIY, YTOOH IPEACTAaBUTL CBOM OTUET.

Vix HyKHO OBIJIO YCTPAHUTh, UHAYEe CY[ ONlpefielIeHHO OTHeccs Ol K ey 04eHb Cephe3H0, U ToTrAa
packpriTe Pio ObIIO Ul BompocoM BpeMeHnu. OHa co3falia BlleYaT/IeHUe, YTO OHU OB YOUTHI
IIJIeMeHeM 3BEPOJIIOfIEX, ¥ 3TO MOJTHOCTHIO BEPHET UX BHUMAaHHKE K yIPo3e, UCXOOAIIe OT
3Beposmofeli. Temeps Jaxe ecy OHU MPUILIIIOT APYTHUX CenoBaTesel, 3To 0eCrones3Ho.
IeMoHMYeCcKas MaHa Mcuedna 13 jieca. Co BceM 3TUM ITOKOHYEHO, Tenephb el HyKHO OBLI0
pa3obpaThCs, YTO CIYUYMJIOCh C ee BHYKOM. OHa HU 3a YTO He MTO3BOJIUT apMUU UMIIepPUH 3a0paTh ero.
OHa cenaeT BCce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH IIOMOYbL €My BHIOPaTLCSA M3 3TOU CUTYalUH.



IleMOH MCKOCa IIOCMOTPET Ha OeJT0BOJIOCYIO XKEHITUHY, TS OT €€ HOT [I0 T'OJIOBH, IPeXae YeM
00U3HYTh T'yObI. «BHI, TI0IH, HEMCTBUTEILHO HEHABUAUTE HAC, HE TaK JIM, Xaxaxa... [Ipolio Tak
MHOT'0 BpEMEHH, KaK MoM OpaThs HCUE3JIM U3 MUPA, HO BB, pebsTa, M0 CUX IIOP HE MOXKETe
O0TKa3aThCs OT 3TOM HEHABUCTH. Tak Mmo-geTcKu». OTBpalleHne Ha e IMUIK ObIIO JOBOJIBHO
OYEeBUOHBIM. «YKaChl, KOTOpPhIE Balll BU IIPUYMHUI HaM, HUKOTTla He OyAyT 3a0kIThl. MBI He
YCIIOKOMMCS, TIOKa KaXabli 13 Bac He Oy[eT IOJIHOCThI0 YHUYTOXKEeH». [0 CHX IIOp JeMOH Bcerfia
yneI0ascs, HO Ha 3TOT pPa3 ee CJI0Ba, KaXKeTCs, BbI3BaId HEKOTOPHIE MIJIOXKWE BOCIIOMUHAHUS. DMUIU
BU[IE€JIa, KaK OH CXKaJl KyJak.

OH nocMoTpen Ha Hebo, mpexae YeM, Ka3asoch Owl, mpobopmoTan cebe moa HOC: «Xa-Xa... I0X0Xe,
OHU IIPOCTO 00pedeHkl OBITh HEHABUCTHOM MaTephio. S roBopui Tebe, HO Thl HUKOTA MHE He
TIOBEPHIIE». B ero riasax MenbKHYJa KamelbKa Clie3sl, HO TaK ke OBICTPO ucnapuiack. «I1o mpaBge
TOBOPS, MUCCUC DMUJIH, Y MEHSI HeT HUKAKUX IIPEeTeH3uu K BaM, oau. He nmovmure MeHs
HETIPaBUJILHO, HO BhI, pe0sTa, Haxe He JOCTOMHEBI OBITH MOMMU BparaMu. Tak modemy OB BaM IIPOCTO
He OCTaBUThL MEHS B ITOK0e?» ETo ria3a BCIBIXHYNIH 0oJiee IIIy00OKUM OTTEHKOM KPaCcHOTO.
Kpyxaiascsa Macca MaHBL Hafi €T'0 TOJIOBOM, KaXKeTCs, Telleph UCUEe3aeT, a 3TO 0O3HAavaeT, YTO Tenephb
€ro 3arachl 3amoJIHEHH. [Ipoiile ToBOPs, Takue OOJbIIKe 3armackl MaHbl OBINIM, MSTKO TOBOPS,
yKacawlluMy. TeM He MeHee, OMUIM HUYYTh HE B3[POTHYyJIa.

«XO0Ts 5T HEHaBUXKY OEMOHOB TaK K€ CHUJIbHO, HO MbI He 00s13aHbI 9TOTO [IeJIaTh, €CJIA Thl OCTABHUIIIb
MOET0 BHYKa B IIOKOe». ECc/Ti BO3MOXKHO, OHa X0Tesa OBl yJIaguTh 9T0 663 KPOBOIPONIUTHS. Bo-
IIePBHIX, OHA [aXKe He Obllla yBepeHa, CMOXKET JIM C HUM CIIPABUTHCS. BO-BTOPEIX, 9TOT mapeHs O B
tesne Pro. [laxke eciiu OHa Of0JIEET ero, eCTh PUCK, YTO 3TO MOXKET ITOBPEOUTh €e COOCTBEHHOMY
pebenky. OHa Oblla Ha TAKOM YPOBHE, YTO MOTJIa JIETKO MCIeIUTh TI00bie pu3ndecKre TPaBMEI, HO
4yTO OHA OymeT menaTh, eCIu ero ayire OymeT mpuurHeH Bpen? OHa MPUITOXKUT BCE YCUITUS, UTOORI
CBECTH K MUHUMYMY 3TOT PUCK.

C gpyroii CTOPOHHI, AEMOH TOXE He XOTeJl ApaThCs C KeM-TO U3 POACTBEHHUKOB P1o. OH pucKoBan
TEM, UYTO IlapeHb CHOBA ITPOCHETCS U BepHET cebe KOHTPOJIb Hafl 3TUM TejoM. Ho oHa siBHO Oblna
TI0JIHA PEIIMMOCTH HEe OCTaBIISATh €0 OOHOTO0. «Torfa BEl He OCTaB/IsieTe MHE BEIOOpa, MUCCUC IMUJIH.
4 npepnmaraio BaM BooOIlle He CAepXKUBaThCSA. ECU BH 9TO COejlaeTe, BH MOXKeTe yMepeTh!» CBOIO
IIOCTIEIHIOI (h)pa3y OH IMIPOU3HEC C XKYTKOHU yNHIOKOHU. " 3Hat0 3T0." — OTBETUIIa IMUIIH, BEITAaCKHUBas
CBOI1 TIOCOX U3 KOJIblla [J1s XpaHeHus. CI0XKKB PYKH, OHa Hadasa MPOU3HOCUTD 3aKJIMHaHUE. «XM?
VuTepecHo». [IeMOH BHITTISIAEN TakK, OyoTo He Toponuics. CKopee, OH HAC/IaXkXaJiCs TeM, UTO Aeslalia
OMUIH.

Hap ee romoBo# BO3HUK GOJBIION BPAIIAIOIIMICS Marudeckuit Kpyr. OH CBETHUIICS SPKUM CBETOM, U
TIOSIBUJIOCH MaJIeHbKOE CYIIeCTBO. ITO Obllla MajeHbKas ¢est, Bcero B QyT anuHou. Y Hee ObITU
KOPOTKHE CHHHE BOJIOCH ¥ IIPOIIOPIMOHANIBHO MaJleHbKas ofexma. Ee ManeHbKHe IIPO3payHbie
KPBUIHIIIKY CBepPKaJlH, KOT7la OHa JieTajia BOKPYT MUK, Marudeckuil Kpyr ucues, 0OCTaBUB UX 0060UX
JIALIOM K JIUIy C IeMOHOM. «OX... MOH... MOH... OMUJIY, KaK Ke Thl MEHs [IOMHHUIIb, Xe-xe». des
MTOKPY2KUIaCh BOKPYT AaMbl, IpeXkae 4eM CeCTh el Ha IIJIeYrd. OMUIIM ITI0BEPHYJIa T'OJI0BY K CBOEMY
IIPOTUBHUKY, ¥ MaJjieHbKas (es Ipociequsia 3a ee B3TISA0M U YyTh He yIajia CO CBOEro MecTa, Kak
TOJIBKO 3aMeTHJIa, YTO CYLIeCTBO CMOTPUT Ha HUX CBEPXY BHU3. «MHe HyxKHa TBOs oMollb, Hepucca.
4 He Mory nmo6eouTh €ro B OMMHOYKY». MaleHbKOW JeBoYKe OTPe00Baoch HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi,
yTOOBI 0OCO3HATh CHTYyallnio. «Pa3Be OH He ieMOH? MU MoMyneMoH?

OMuIM MoKayasa rojioBoM. «9TO [NOBOJIBHO AJIMHHAS UCTOPHUS, 1 paCCKaxXy BaM Mmo3xe. [Toxanyucra,



IIOMOTHTE MHE 37Iech». JIMII0 MaJIeHbKOM IEBOYKY CZKAJIOCh B JTafoHU. «['1ymas OMumu, y Teds ecThb
JKenaHue yMmepeTh? [TocMOTpH Ha HET0, 3TOT ITapeHb COOMpPAeTCs CheCTh HAaC 000X 3aKUBO, U S
uMelo B BUny O6ykBanbHO. beru co Mmuoi#. ITocmemu». OHa UCIIONIb30BaIa CBOM MaJIeHbKHE PYYKH,
YTOOBI CXBAaTUTh DMUIIM 3@ IAJbIEI, TPEeXKEe YeM IOMbITAaThCS OTTAIIUTH ee. "HaM HYyXKHO cpaXKaThCs,
Hepucca!" Heprcca He MOXKET IIOHSTh 9Ty CUTyaluio. KoHeYHO, OHU He MOTYT 1o6efuTh IeMOHa, HO
[IJIs1 YeJIoBeKa ee YPOBHS He COCTaBUT OOJIBIIOro Tpyfa cOexkaTh. MaeHbKas eBOYKa TYT Ke
IIepeKIIYUIach Ha IeMOHA. YieTasd K [TapHI0, CAASIIEeMYy B BO3[IyXe CO CKpeIlleHHEIMUA HOTaMu, OHa
MIOKJIOHUIIach: «IloxkanyucTa, MucTtep JJeMOH, OTIIyCTUTE Hac. Bl BUAUTE, UTO MOSI HalapHULa IBHO
CoIjia C yMa. YBepSIo BaC, y HaC HET Ha BacC 3JIbIX XKEeJIaHUN».

Baumanue! STOT epeBon, BO3MOXKHO, eIl€ He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: uget nepesof
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