OMuUIM He YOUBUII TOT (HAKT, YTO IEMOH ITPeJHaMePEeHHO MCII0JIb30BaJl aTaKy rpoMa IIPOTHUB ee aTaKu
BOMSIHOTO THUIA. [laxke cpemu HUX OBIJIO Maji0 UCKITIOYHUTEIbHO TaIaHTIUBHIX JIMYHOCTEH, CIIOCOOHBIX
TIOJTyYUTh KOHTPOJb 00Jiee YeM Haf OOHUM 3JIeMeHTOM Maruu. C BpOXKIEHHBIMHU TaJlaHTaMU JeMOHOB
He COCTaBuI0 OOJIBIIOrO TPya HAWTH JItofei, KOTOpkle MOTJIU OBl cHieaTh TO ke caMoe. Ho eiie
Oornbllle TOpa3uia ee ero Croco6HOCTh UCII0Ih30BaTh Maruio, iMeHyemyio HebecHbIM [[eMOHOM. ITO
OBbLIT 9KCKITIO3UBHEIN HAOOP Marun4eCKuX TEXHUK, JOCTYITHBIN TOJIBKO KOPOJIEBCKON CEMbe JEMOHOB.
Hu oguH OOBIYHBEIN IEMOH HE MOXKET HafesThCs 3aloyYUTh ero 3a BCIO CBOO XKU3HE. [laxke eciu
KTO-TO [IaJl UM TeXHHWKY, OHM HUKOT{Ia HEe CMOTYT €€ MCII0JIb30BaTh. JTO IIOTOMY, YTO BCe TEXHUKHU
He6ecuoro [lemMoHa Tpe©oBail aKTHBAIMH KPOBU KOPOJIEBCKOW CEMbBH.

*Bym* *Bym* *T'poxot* *I'poxoT* O6e Hepucchl yBuaemnu, Kak TeJlo 3MeX TPEeCHYJTI0, KOTHa MOJIHUS,
KaxeTcs, IpoH3uia ero yepen. OTyasiHie 3all0IHUIIO UX I'1a3a. OHU chOenany Bce BO3MoxHoe. Ho
atoro OvI0 HegocTaToyHo. OHU Haxe He ObIIM YBEPEHH!, UTO 3TO Ipefen ero cui. OH OoJiblie
ourymasn cebs CUIoi caMo¥ mpupoasl. JIFoau MPOCTO He MOTYT CPaBHUTHCS C CJIaBOM IPEBHUX pac.
*Busr* *bym* *bym* B KoHIle KOHI[OB, T€JI0 3MeH Pacliajoch, KOrga MUJITHOHE! KyOOMETPOB BOZHI
ymanau B 03epo BHU3Y. OHU BUENH, KaK JeMOH CITyCTUCS ¢ HeOa, mpexkae 4eM PU3eMIUTLCSI Iepef
HUMU CO CBOEU XapaKTepHOM KyTKOM yNIbIOKOW Ha uile. Ero Temo yTpaTuiio CBOI JeEMOHUYECKYIO
TpaHCchOpMalnio, ¥ OH BEPHYJICS K CBoeMy 00bIuHOMY Teny. Ha ero Tene He OBIZI0 MeCcTa, KOTOPOE He
ObL10 OBl M3pelledeH0 KPOBaBHIMU paHaMu. Ho Bce OHU yXKe JIeUUTIH.

*Xmmom* *Xmom* "Tebe ynanmoch mepexuTh yaap HebecHOro feMoHa. XOTs, 3T0 Obljla 3aMMCTBOBAHHAS
TeXHHMKa XKaJKUX aHTeJI0B, HO 3TO HUYEero He yMaJlsgeT TBOero BRICTyIieHus." Hepucca octaBuia
Omunu no3anu ceOst, HaMmepeBasich cractu ee. OHa 3Haja O TIIETHOCTU CBOMX [EHCTBUI, HO HEe MOTJa
0CTaBaTLCS CIIOKOUHOM, KOTA ee XU3HL OLllIa B OITIaCHOCTH.

«Xm? Xa-xa-xa.. MajeHbKUY BOOSHOU IyX, Y MEeHSI HET HaMepeHus yOuBaTh ee ceryac. Xe-xe-xe..
Ckopee y MeHsI eCTb ITpefjioxkeHue». Imunu obomna Hepuccy. "Pa3roBapuBats.” «Xaxaxa... TH yKe
3Haelllb, KakK CUJIBHO MEI, IEMOHEI, JTIOOMM [IpaThCs. A 1ocyie CCOpPHL MEL 60JIblIle BCETO JII0OUM
3aHUMAaThCS CeKCOM. TBOSI MEMOHCTpALUs CUJIE MeHs 04eHb BO30yauia. YIOBIETBOPY MeHS, U 5
yUny». 0aneko, I0Ka, 4TO eCTh».

Omunu 3agymanach, Ho Hepucca He coOupanack TEPIETh 3TO AEPHMO JiexkKa. "YI0BIeTBOPUTD?
YmoBneTBOPUTL MO0 3agHUITY. VoK, TOTPH 3Ty ITYKY KOPOM KaKOTro-HUOyOb mepeBa, a..." OHa
yKa3ajia Ha OTPOMHBEIM [IPUAATOK, YKa3bIBAIOIIUI BHU3 MEXKAY €Tr0 HOT. [JeMOH IIPOUTHOPUPOBAJl ee
00NTOBHIO, IIPeXe YeM YCTPOUTHLCS Ha CTBOJIE ITOBAJIEHHOTO fiepeBa. «B ToM 4ucle U y Bac CIUIIKOM
MaJsio myxa. 4 xody Bac 06oux, nHade caeka OyoeT pacTOprHyTa, U 5 yObio ee, Ipexkae 4eM HalTu
KaKy0-HUOYIb OPYTYIO XKEHIIUHY, YTOOH yIOBIETBOPUTE cebs». [leMoH mpocTto 6medoain. Pio HE 3a
YTO He M03BOJIKJI OBl eMy yOuTh OMUIK. ECNTi OH cHenaeT 3To, MalbuMK MOXKET HUKOTHa O0JIbIle He
IIOBEPSITH eMY, U 3TO OyIeT KOHTPIPOTYKTUBHO IJISI €T0 IIeJIH.

Hepucca nocMmoTpena Ha OMumnu, rmy6oko 3agyMaBuIuchk. "Oun.. Oun.. Bel He MoXeTe myMaTh 00
3TOM, He Tak nmu?" Hepucca momeiTanach ©30aBUTHCS OT 3TOTO 3aMellaTeIbCTBa. — Kakoi elre y Hac
ecTh BEIOOP? BopmsiHoM myx 3amosryas. OHa Oblna IpaBa, OHM YKe Ipourpanu. [IpsmMo ceryac IMuUImu
OblIa IPOCTO BO BacTH geMoHa. OHa He X0Tejla TepSiTh CBOETO IpyTa, ¥ II09TOMY y Hee He OBII0
apyroro BriOopa, KpOMe KaK COTJIaCUThCS Ha cHenky. "Xopoiro. CunuTai, 4To Tebe IOBE3JIO. ..
yOmionoK. Ecniu 651 3T0 OBIJT MUP OYXOB, T OBLI ObI JaBHO MepTB." Ee Teno, BO3MOKHO, BEIPOCIIO,
YyTOOBI ITOXOUTHL HA MATPOHY, HO €€ CIIyX OCTAJICS IIPEXHUM OT ee NeP3KOU (HOPMEL.



«MBI MOKEM 3TO CHeNaTh, HO CHayajla OTBEThTE Ha HECKOJIBKO MOUX BOIIPOCOB». [[eMOH yKa3as Ha
Hepuccy, mpexne yem moxyonath ce6st mo 6egpam: «ITomoiau, csimb 3mech». Hepucca cKopuuia eMmy
POKH, HO BCe XKe T0CJIefioBaia 3a HUM. [10JI0KHUB CBOI0 MATKYIO ITOTIKY eMy Ha Oefipa, OHa
YCTPOWIIACh y HETO Ha KOoJIeHsX. [[eMOH OOHSI ee 3a Ta/luio, IPexXae YeM MPUTSIHYTh K CBOeH
6onbioi rpynu. «XoTs s He 00si3aHa 0TBEYaTh, TEM He MeHee, s TOTOBa CAelaTh 3TO B 00MeH Ha
Ballle JTy4Iliee COTPYIHUYECTBO B OyAyIeM. OMUIK KUBHYIIA, TPEKIEe YeM BOCIIOIb30BaThCs
BO3MOXKHOCTBIO 3a[JaTh CBOM COMHEHHs: «BEl HE MOXKeTe 0CTaBUTh Pi0 B MOKOE? BEI OMIKHEH yKe
TIOHMMAaTh HeHAaBUCTD JIIOJeH K JeMoHaM. Ecu KTo-To X0TsI GBI ITOHIOXAJT 9TO, ero XKU3Hb OymeT B
OTTaCHOCTH».

IleMOH mo11ei0Ba/ TOHKY!O I1er0 Hepuccel, crerka puUKyCUB ee, a er0 PyKU Hadajlu CXKUMaTh ee
Oomnbinre 610CTH. "MI3BUHKTE, YTO PA304YapOBLIBAIO, BEI HE MOXKETe Pa3Iy4duTh Hac. Kak s yxe
TOBOPHJI, MBI OTHO ¥ TO Ke. Malb4MK POOUIICS TaKUM. M s He Iymalo, YTO BaM HYKHO 6€CIIOKOUTHCS
0 TOM, YTO MeHs oOHapyxaT. Ecii ManbuuK MEPTB TOTHA U S IIepPeCcTaHy CyllecTBOBaTh». ¥*Pumm*
CBouMU AJIMHHBIMU HOTTSIMU OH Pa30pBaJl IIJlaThe IIOBEIUTENIbHUIIBI IyX0B ITocepennHe, 00HAXKUB ee
rpynb. Ee 1meku moKpacHeIU OT CMYIIEHUS, OHa [aXKe He IIOMHHUJIA, KOr[a B IIOCIeJHUN pa3
3aHKMManachk cekcoM. OH Halllymaa OMHY U3 ee CUCEK U Hadall cocaThb ee COCOK. «Torga Kak HacyeT
TexHuKM HebecHoro memona? Tkl CKa3aj MHE paHee, UTO ThI BCET0 JIUIIh OTIIeYATOK ITaMSTH, Hake
He II0JIHad Aylua. Torga Kak Tel MOXKeIllb MCII0JIb30BaTh 9Ty TEXHUKY ?»

«Aaa... MMM... aaa... He kycaiics, 3Beps. MMM... Aaaa...» CioBa Hepuccel mpakTudecKu He

TIOJ e CTBOBA/IM Ha IapHs, KOTOPHIHM IIPOM0IXKaj KycaTh CBOU COCKU. K cYacThio, mapeHb XOTs Obl
yOpasn HOTTH, MHaye 3Ta MHTPUXKKA Oblia OBl IOBOJIBHO O0e3HeHHOM. Kak TOIbKO IMUTK 3aKOHYHUTIA
CBO¥ BOIIPOC, OH IepecTas CoCaTh I'PYAb U MOOHS OPOBU BBEPX. «XM... BHl BHITTOTHUIN U3PSTHYIO
[OJII0 IOMAIIIHeTo 3afgaHusi. YTo XK, g He Jirajl BaM, HO ¥ He TOBOPUJI BaM Bcell IpaBAbL. 4 xoTen Ob
IIPOITYCTUTH 3TOT Bopoc». OH MaxXHYJI el PyKOH, BOAs €10 110 MOJIo4HOo-OenbiM Oefgpam Hepuccsl.

OMunM pas3gpaxeHHO CTUCHYINa 3y0Bl, HO OHa HUYEro He MOIJla CHeJlaTh, eC/IA OH OTKaXeTcs el
oTBeYaTh. "MMM.. aaaaa... Aaaaa..." OHa yBUeNa, KaK ero PyKu IIPOHUKIIK TIIy0O0KO MEeXIy HOT
Hepuccel, mpoHUKas B ee y3KyI0 LieNb. «Y MeHsl eCTh [T0CIeqHuy Bonpoc». OHa yBUena, Kak OH
KUBHYJI, IIOCJIe 4ero 3aKycumna ryoy, 4ToObl CIpOCUTH ero. «[loueMy THI XO4elllb CAelaTh 3TO CO
MHOU? {l yKe maxe He MOJIof. f He moHMMa. ThH Tak Xe JIETKO MOXKeIllb HalTU MHOT0 KeHIINH
odapoBaTeJlbHee CTapod BelbMbI». JTa 4acTb CMyTuUja ee. [fIoueMy napeHb 3auHTepeCcoBasICs er?
Ona MOXKeT IOHATH OYapOBaHUe XKUTeJlel CTOJIUIIEL U3-3a ee UMEeHU U CJIaBhl, HO [I0YeMy JeMOH
3aMHTEpecoBacs er. He3aBucumo OT TOro, og KaKuM yrjIOM OHa JyMasa, 3TO Ka3aJloCh CTPAHHEBIM.

"Xaxaxa.. Cagucs cioma. 4 Tebe otBeuy." OH moxsionasn cebs mo gpyromy Oempy, ¥ OMUIU ceia Ha
HEeT0, XOTSI ¥ HeoX0THO. OH IOJIOKHUIT PYKY el Ha JIUII0, ITPOBeJT OOJIBIINM TaJbI[EM 110 €€ HEeXKHBIM
ry6am. «Kak s yzKe TOBOPHJI BaM, MUCCUC IMUJIU. ITO BCETO JIUIIL CAMble COKPOBEHHEIE JKeJIaHuUs,
CKDPBITEIE B 3TOM Tejie. [[pyruMu CJI0BaMH, BBl MOXKETe CKa3aTh, UYTO 9TO He g X04Yy BaC TPaxHYTh, a
CKOpee Balll BHYK TOT, KTO HE MOZKET OJOXKIATHCH, YTOORI TIOJIYYHUTE ThEI B €70 IIOCTEJIN. Yro Ol OH HU
00U, s ToXKe 06110 9T0. ManbuuK MIOOUT TpaxaThCsl, HO OH He MOXKeT HabpaTbCsl CMEIIOCTH,
YTOORI TOIIPOCUTH Te0ST 00 9TOM. 4 menmar0 UMEHHO TO, YTO IMOJACKA3hIBAIOT MHE MOY WHCTUHKTEI».
JIumo IMunu mokKpacHesno ot ero oobvsicHeHu#. OH OeHCTBUTEILHO XOTeJT CelaTh 3To ¢ Hel? OHa
TOPOIIJINBO ITOKayasia rojioBou: «Brl mxkeTe. [ToueMy TaKOX MOJIOAOY MajbUUK MOXKET
3aMHTEPECOBAThCA TAaKOM CTApOX KEHIIWHOM, Kak A?7»

Ero manen pa3xKall ee 4eJIl0CTH, BCTaBUB CBOM OJIMHHEBIE IIAJIBITEI el B POT U IIOTJIaXKKBasd €€ MSATKUU



SI3bIK. — BHI CITUIIKOM ce0s MUCKPEIUTUPYETe, Tocroxka 0alyiika. YeM TpyoHee 4ero-To qoOUThCS,
TE€M YIIOPHee CTAaHOBHUTCS TSATa K 9TOMY. Bbl — 11e/1h, KOTOPYI0 MaIb4YHUK IIOCTABUII Iepe coO00M mPsMo
cenyac.

Temeps 51 HAOEIOCh, YTO MBI CMOXKEM OBUTATHLCS Biepe[. JIuio IMum mokKpacHeso ele 0oblie.
Kazanocs, oH He nran. Heyxkemnu Pio 0eiCTBUTENIbHO XOTEN CAENaTh 9TO C HEX Tak CubHO? OHa Tak U
He TOHsIa 3Toro. MuI cuenaeM 3T0. Ho GymeT ycioBue, THl He MOXKEITh MEHS II0LeI0BaTh».

IeMOH He BHITJIAMET 0COOeHHO JOBOJLHEIM €€ 0TBETOM. ET0 PyKU CKOJIb3HYIIM 3a €€ CIUHY, KOTga OH
CXBaTHJ IIPUTOPIIHIO BOJIOC, YTOOB OTKHHYTHL €€ TOJI0BY Ha3af. BEICYHYB CBOM AJIMHHBIN SI3BIK, OH
00/113as BCIO ee MPeKpacHyIo 1elo. "Temneps TH mepeolieHuBaeIlb cebs1, IMumnu. Y Te0s HeT 3[1ech
IIePEeTrOBOPHBIX MTOTHOMOYUH. M He CBSI3BIBaMCSl CO MHOM. THI y2Ke BOOBa, I KOr0 TH Impubeperia
3TOT poT. KpoMe TOTO, 51 MOMY4YUII BCe ITPaBa Haf To0OM U Kak s, ¥ Kak Pio». He maB et BO3MOXKHOCTH
BO3pPa3uTh, OH CXBATUII ee 3a LIEeKHU U IIpUKajca rybaMu K ee ryb6amM. OMUIM CONPOTUBIIANACH ITEPBOH,
HO OXJIaxKfalolllee OIIyIllleHNe CTPYUJIOCh U3 eT0 pPTa K Hel, 3acTaBlids ee paccnaduTscsa. «4To
cimyuunock? TONMbKO He TOBOPU MHE, UTO y Te0s OBIII0 TaKOe Ke YYBCTBO, KaK KOTa Thl YTKHYJICS
JIUIIOM MHE B 3aHUIY?» BEIIO T1 9TO HeHCTBUTEILHO MIPOCTO anbTep-3ro Pio? B 9T0 OBIIO TPYOHO
IIOBEPUTE.

«ITo3BONIbTE MHE CKa3aTh BaM OOHY Belllb. ITO IIEPBOE, YTO Balll MaJleHbKHM MaIb4YuK CHeIaeT C
BaMM, KaK TOIBKO fobepeTrcs 0o Bac. Torga Mel yBUOUM, HACKOIBKO OH 3a00TUTCS O BalleM
LIeJIOMyApuH, xa.» «M-M-M?? He noxupmasce OTBeTa OT Hee, ero poT BLEINUJICS B Hee, U Ha 3TOT pas3
OH HallpaBWJI CBOM S3HIK € B POT, 3aCyHYB ero I1yboKo B ee ropyo. Kak HU cTpaHHO, V¥ Hee He OBII0
PBOTHEBIX pedIIEeKCOB, KOTTa ero 3K IIPOHUKAI B ee ropino. C gpyrou ctopoHsl, Hepucca xmMypuiacs,
HabJiomas 3a 3TOM CIIeHOM, KOTia IPYToM PYKOI OH ITpHIKaJ ee TOJ0BY K cBoeMy maxy. OHa MOXKeT
JIETKO CKa3aTh, YTO IIapeHb X0Tell oT Hee. OHa OKa3ajach JIUIOM K JIUIY C OTPOMHBIM 00pyOKOM
YyjeHa. IToro OBUIO [OCTATOUHO, YTOOH el CHUJIMCH KOIIMapHl. Ero myirvHa mpeBkIlaa moiaTopa
MeTpa. OHa HUKaK He MOTJIa BMECTUTh 3Ty IUTYKY B ce051, He CIOMaBIIKCh.

[TomHOCTBIO TEMHOTO LIBETA, BOKPYT HETO IIyJIbCAPOBAIM TOJICTEIE BeHHL. Bce 3TO BpeMs IeMOH
cpaxarcs ¢ HuMU oOHaKeHHBIMU, HO 3Ta IITyKa BCerAa BHTJIAAesa JOBOJIbHO CKpoMHO. Ho Kak
TOJIBKO IIPUILIO BpeMs, UTOObI OH 3aCHsiJI, OH YCTPOMJI BeIUKOJIenHOe 1m0y. OHa cxXBaTuia
YYOOBHUIIHEIM 4jieH 06erMu pyKaMu, IIpexkye YeM Me[JIeHHO II0T/1aXKUBaTh er0 BBEPX U BHU3.
KpaiiHsis nI0Th 0TCIOUIach, 00HAXKUB OOJIBIIYIO BEITYKITYIO TOMOBKY. ['TISAs Ha OMUIN, KOTOpas
IycKaJja CJIIOHHM M30 PTa, KOTHa UX CMelllaHHas CJII0HA IIpobupasach K ee Terepb 00HaKeHHOU TpyIu.
IemoH mepxkan o0e pyKU Ha ee TPY[IH, MacCCUPYS UX U IepeKaThiBas ee COCKY MeXAy OOJbIINM U
cpernHUM ManbliamMu. Hepucca cocpenoTounnack Ha CBOEU 3afiaue, BEICYHYB S3bIK, OHA JIM3HYJa €r0
BCIO AnuHy. llenKHYB A3BIKOM, OHA OIyCTUJIaCh ¥ CHOBa Havasla Iipolecc. BpeMeHamMu oHa
oCTaBajlach Ha ero royioBe U o0XBaThiBajla €e CBOMMU Irybamu,

«Cnyckaucs Tyfa U NIPUCOEOUHSNCS K CBOEMY MaJIeHbKOMY OyXy». OMUJIM COTJIaCUJIaCh Ha ero
TpeOoBaHuUs, BCTala Ha KOJIEHU U 00/IM3asia ero 4jeH CBOUM SI3LIKOM, B TO BpeMs KaK ee PyKH
JacKanu ero Oosblmue siia. OH MOJT0KUIT PYKU UM 000MM Ha T'OJIOBHL, TTOKA AaMbl 00CITyKKUBaIU €ro B
Mepy CBOUX HaBLIKOB. «M-M-M... XOpOIIO... IPOJOJIXKai. IMUJIU, UOU U JIN3HU MHe Aulla. Y 3TOro
COILIIAKA BCe MBICJIM 3aIl0JTHEHBI CTPAaHHBIMU (paHTa3usIMU. Teneps s MPOCTO He MOTY UX
UrHOpUpOBaTh». OH UCIOJIb30BaJ CBOM AJIMHHBIE PYKH, YTOOHI CXBATUTh Hepuccy, npexne uemM
MOOHATH ee. "OUn.. OMyCTHU MeHd.. COINAK!! A-a-a, UTO THI Jenaelsb... A-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-
a..." OH NOBEPHYJI ee Tak, YTO ee KWCKa OKa3ajach JIULOM K ULy C HUM, a ee JIUIO0 IIoIal eMy B



IPOMEXKHOCTh. CBOUM CKOJIb3KMM S3BIKOM OH JIM3HYJ €€ I0JIOBHIE T'yOHI, II0OX0XKHKE Ha IIBETOYHEIE
JIeTIeCTKH, 3aCTaBUB €€ TPOMKO 3aCTOHATh. «3afelCTBY| CBOU POT. COCU MOU UJIEH.

Brumanwue! ITOT mepeBof, BO3MOXKHO, eIlé He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: ugeT nepeson
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