MenuHOa TpaKTHYECKH 3aTojIKala [KelcoHa K IBepH, ee HEroqoBaHKe Ha MIHOBEHME TIePEBECHIIO
ee CTpax, X0OTs ee ceppie OMIOCh TOYHO Tak xke. OHa BOIIIA B IOM Bepenu [KeiCcoHa U BRITJISAAENa
TIOYTH PAa304YapOBAHHOM, KOTTa ee ria3a ObICTPo Oy manu 1Mo KOMHATE U He YBUIETH HUYETO
CTPAIIHOTO HIIA Y2KaCHOTO, TPHBETCTBYIOLIETO €e.

[2KelCOH BCTaJl M03afu Hee, KOCHYJICS ee PYKY U 3aCTaBHUJI €€ IOAIPLITHY Th.

"WU3BuHH," TUXO0 cKal3as [I>KeiCcoH.

"Tak, 4To 9TO OBIJIO?" MeNMuHOa cKa3ajla, IhITasICh CKa3aTh HeB3HAYau.

"qro "aT0"?"

"9t10. [lToMm. MHe OH He KaXeTCsI TaKUM CTPaIIHbLIM."

"KTO CcKa3zaj, 4TO B IIEePBYI0 04epefb 3T0 OymeT cTpaiHo?"

MenuHga HeJOYMEHHO ITIOCMOTpeNa Ha Hero.

"A B 1OMe HUKOTO HeT?"

II>xeicoH ocTaHOBuUCS. [1a, 3mech KTO-To Obs1. OH MPOCTO He MOT ee BuOeTh. OH IIOoKayvas I'0JI0BOM.
"Hy ... uero mbI xkmueMm? ['me ¢poTtorpadpuu?"

IxelicoH MoJT4a yKa3an MenuH[e ciiefoBaTh 3a HUM. OH [IBUTAJICS MENJIEHHO, HEYBEePEHHHBIN B cele,
COMHEHMe ITPOHUKAO0 B ero pasyMm. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ ce6st BUHOBATHIM, KaK OyATO OH KaKUM-TO
00pa3oM 3aCTaByIsyI MemUHOY OeflaeT YTO-TO, UTO MOCTABUT el HempPUITHOCTH. C KaKUM-TO
IIPOTUBOPEUMBLIM Pa3BIeYeHUEM, YTO OH IIPECTaBUI, YTOOOH Puyu MOT GBI ITOYMaTh, €CJIH ObI
3HaJ, rae oH u MenuHga. OH MOXKeT HayaTh JyMaTh, YTO OHU KOe-4eM 3aHMUMAl0TCs, T0-HACTOSIIEMY.
9T0 OBIIO TIYII0, KOHEYHO.

B To Xe BpeMs, njged 3aCTaBuIla €r0 B3OPOTHYTh, U HE HEIIPUATHO.

Korma oH DOCTHUT BepIIUHEI IECTHUIE U YBUOEN Iepen co00l IBeph, Y2Ke OTKPHIBIIYIOCS e, KakK
910 OBIIO HaKaHyHe, OH Konebascs. OH HEMHOTO CMYTHIICS, TIOKA3hIBATh €M, KaK BHTJISIUT €TI0
KOMHATa, Jake eCjIi OHA He 3Halla, YTO 3TO ero. byneT mu oHa cMesThCsA Haf 9aTuM? Heyxemnu oHa
IerCTBUTEILHO JyMaeT, YTO OH TAKOM JKe MPUAYPOK, KaK AyMaeT ee cecTpa?

MenuHpa 6pocura Ha [[KeliCoOHa HaCMEIUIUBLIHM B3TJISAI, HO OH CHOBA Hadall IBUTATHCS, IPEXKIe YeM
OHa ycImesa 4TO-TO CKa3aTk.

"Hy.. 9T0 37m€ecp", - 0CTOPOKHO CcKa3as [[KelCoH, KOTfla OHU IONOIUIHA K IBEPH.

Korma JIkelicoH, Ka3aloCh, Ha MTHOBEHHME HUYETO He [ienal, MenvHIa HeTEePIEeIUBO OTKPHIIA IBEPD
U BolTa BHYTPh. OHA e[Ba CHeaia IOJHBIN IIaT Yepe3 IMOPor, KOTHa €e POT PACKPHIICS OT
YIOUBIICHUS.

"Yro 3a ...? JTO ... KaK ..." mpobopmoTana MenuHuma.
[IKelCOH BHILLIEN 13-3a €€ CIIUHBL U OCTaHOBUJICS.

"Tlomoxxnou, 31O ... 3TO HE ..."



MenuHpaa He cnyiiana ero. OHa MeJIEHHO MTOAOIIIa K KpOBaTH, CBOEM KPOBATH, U JIETOHLKO
IPUJIOXKMIA PYKY Ha ofesinio. OHa MOCMOTpesia MUMO HETO U yBUOEla OKHO, KakK OHa ¥ 0XHufana. JTa
BepCHUsi, OIHAKO, ©MeJla epef co00l mapy KPacUBLIX KPYKEBHBIX IITOP. 2Kamo3u OBITH MOTHOCTHIO
TIOHSITHI T03a/IH, HAIIOJIHSSA KOMHATY BEJIMKOJIENIHbIM, MSATKUM O11eckoM. IMeHHO Tak OHa Bcerna
XOTeJla YKpPacCUTh OKHa, HO IMOCKOJIbKY Xel3ep Ipe3uparia WTopH, Y MenuHma ToxXe He MOTJIO0 UX
OBITE.

Ho 3T0 OblTa He uX KOMHaTa. OTo OblJIa ee KOMHAaTa. TaM, rme 0ORYHO CTOsIIa KPOBaTh Xen3ep, CTOSI
IMIMPOKUH KHUKHBIM IKad co BceMu paHTaCTUUECKUMHU POMaHaMH, KOTOphle MeluHaa Tak mobuiia
YUTATh. B HeHCTBUTEILHOCTY € MPUXOOUIOCh OepKaTh IOl CBOEH KPOBATHI0 MITKKE UT'PYIIKH,
IIOTOMY YTO B POTHUBHOM CJIy4ae MAJIs HUX He ObIJI0 MecTa, U Xel3ep CUMuTana UX «TIyIbIMU» U
«OeTCKUME» B TF000M ciTydae. Bornblas yacTh Apyroi MeOeIu B KOMHATE YKpalllaal KUMEHHO MSTKHe
UTPYIIKY, OT KOTOPHIX i MPHUIIIOCh H30aBUTHCS 3a 9TH OBl IOTOMY YTO Xel3ep CHOBA Kajl0BaJlach
Ha HUX, y0exmas UX MaTh, 4YTO MeuHIa CIUIIKOM CTapa AJis HUX.

9T0 OBUTa UAeanTu3upPOBaHHAs CHAMbHSA MemuHIE. T0 OBUIO MECTO, TIe OHa MOTIJIa YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s
KoMdopTHO 1 Ge30macHo.

[>xelicoH OBUI TONTHOCTBIO cMylleH. OH OTCTYIIXT Ha3ap ¥ IIOCMOTpeI 1o Kopunopy. OH OBUT yBEPEH,
YyTO 3TO OBINIa TPaBUIbHASA KOMHAaTa. OH OTYETIMBO TOMHMIT BXOJI B TIEPBYIO IBEPH CIIEBA.

«4l HMYero MoHKWMal0», MpPobopPMOTa OH, BXOAS B KOMHATY, IIPOBOJISI PYKO# 110 BOJIOCaM.

B3arnsm MenuHOE yoan Ha CIMHKY KPOBATH, ¥ OHa axHysa. OHa MPOTSHYJA PYKY ¥ B3sijIa MaJIeHbKYIO
UTPYIIKY B popMe myimucToro 6enoro koteHka. OHa Ovlna ee M100MMOM MHOTO JIET, TpeXae 4eM
ucye3ya IBa rofla Ha3aj, BCEro Yepes NeHb I0Cie OTPOMHOI0 BU3XKAIET0 TOeAnHKa ¢ Xen3ep. ITo
ocTaBuIO Xeii3ep NMpU3eMIEHHON Ha IBe Hefle/u, OfHa U3 pegkux noben MenuHOH Haf ee CECTPO.
B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO MUPPOBa nodefa, MOCKOIbKY MenuH/Ia 3amomo3puia, 4To Xei3ep BeIOpocuiia ee
IIEHHYI0 UTPYIIKY B OTMECTKY.

MenuHOa BOCTOPXKEHHO B3O0XHYJIa U o0HsI/Ia IITIOIIEeBOTO0 KOTEHKA, 3ayYM4HXBO YJ'IBI6aHCb.

IXe¥COH ITaTHyJI B CTOPOHY ¥ IIOCMOTPEJI Tya, The ObIT CTOJI HaKaHyHe, 3a UCKIII0YeHHUEeM TOTO, YTO
TaM He OLUIO CTOJIa, 4 3HAYUT, U KHUTH.

"9T10 He 37ech!"
MenuHga nopHsIa B3rasan. «A?» cKa3aja OHa, CJIerkKa OIleJIoOMIIeHHas.
"9T0 He 3mech, hoTorpaduu", ckalasn [IKenCoH.

"0, ux HeT?" MenuHpa cka3asa. Pa3oyapoBaHue B ee Tonoce OblJI0 c1adbiM, Kak 6yiTo 3T0 O0Jblile He
MMeJIo 3HayeHus misd Hee. "I'me oHu ObIiu?"

"9T10 OBITIO Ha cTOJNe Tam!"
"V MeHs HeT cToja. f “UMelo B BUAY ... B 9TOU KOMHAaTe HeT ..."

"9T0 He Ta ke camas KoMHaTa!" BocknmukHyn [IxkeicoH. «f He moHuMalo! Buepa Bce OBIIO 1IO-
npyromy. Hudero u3 sToro He ObUIO 31€Ch».

MenuHpaa ciyIlana TOIbKO HamooBuHy. OHa TOCMOTpPesia Ha KPOBaTh, MSATKO yIbIOAsICh, 3a/IaBasiCh
BOIIPOCOM, OBIIIO JTX 9TO TaK, Kak OHa cebe mpencTanisna. OHa CHsIa KPOCCOBKY ¥ 3a0bpasach Ha



KpoBaTh. OHA TUXO XMXUKHYJIa, KOTHa €e BCTPETHUII MaTpac, KOTOPHIH OB Topa3no 6oree TUOKUM,
YyeM y Hee I0OMa, a ofesiiia OblIK TOJIIIe U MSATYe, BOCXUTUTENIBHO YYBCTBEHHHI 110 OTHOLIEHUIO K €€
KOXKe.

IXKeiCOH TUXOPaOYHO OTJISeN KOMHATY. «UepT, s 3Hai0, 4YTO OHU OBUIM 3[eCh», - TPOOOPMOTAall OH
po ceobs.

"9 e nonumaro aroro! I'me oum?"

MenuHaa obBesa B3rjiigOM KOMHATY M OTKKMHYJIA I'OJIOBY Ha3a[ C IIPUATHBEIM B30O0XOM Ha IIJIIOIIEBBIX
IMOoAyIIKaX, KOTOPEIE JIe2KaJli Ha U3Tr0JIOBEE KPOBATH. Ona YyBCTBOBaJla cebs 370eCh Kak foMa. JTO TO,
YTO OHA BCErfla X0Teja B CBOeH KOMHATE.

[IKelCOH TOJIBKO ceryac 3aMeTu1, YTo MeluHa JIeXUT Ha KPOBaTH.
"YT10 TH genaemn?"

«Huuero», paccessHHO CKa3aja OHa.

«THI cribIIIaza, 4To g cKasas, Menuapa? 9 He MOTy HaWTH GoTOrpadum».
"O, 3TO HEe UMeeT 3HayeHus;."

"He umeet 3HaueHusa? Ho g gymari, 4To TH X0oTena ux?"

[To mpaBpe roBops, [I2KeMCOH XOTeNl UX HaMHOT0 00JIbIlle, YeM KOrfa-mubo xotera Menunma, u
Teleph, KOT{la OHU BOIIIM, OH YyBCTBOBa ce0st 060MaHyTHIM. Ero padodyapoBaHUe TOJIBKO YCHUIIMIIOCH,
Korma MenuHpe, II0X0XKe, yKe He OBIJIO [0 9TOTO fJena.

"KT0 x04eT, 4ToOH KaKue-To cTaphle ¢poTorpadun Xeizep Kacalauch ero, B moboM ciaydae?"
Torpga TH MOXKeIIb BO3KIMETh PeajbHYI0 Belllb MPSMO 1epef co6oii.
Y [IxelicoHa OTBHCIIA YEJIOCTh. "Y-4TO ... YTO TH CKa3asa?" OH HEPBHO [BIIIA.

,[[?KGﬁCOHy HOTpe6OBaJ'IOCB HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH, YTOOBI IIOHATH, YTO HMEHHO I'0JIOC 3aKOHYHUIJI
MBICIb MeMHOL, ¥ KOT{la OH 3TO COenall, OH OBLT IMOKHUPOBAH MOJTYaHUEM.

Menunpna He 3ameTusna. OHa faxe He 3amMeTusIa, YTO [IKEeWCOoH ellle TaM, ¥ KOTr[ia OHa CHOBa
3aroBopuia, OHa Jaze He ITOCMOTpPeJia B €ro CTOPOHY.

«3JTO 3aMeyYaTesbHas KOMHATA», - CKa3aja OHa Me4YTaTeIbHBIM rojocoM. "O4yenb Mumo. OueHb
ymo6Ho. OueHs ..."

CnenuanbHO Ojist TeOs.
MenuHaa 3akonebanach, ee POT CJIETKA IIPUOTKPHIJICA, I''lTa3d OTCTPAHEHHI.

Ha sToT pa3 TOJIBKO OHa CIIBIIIalia 3TO. IIKelCOH HUKaK He OTpearupoBaj, KpoMe KdakK IIpoaoJIzZKaTh
CMOTPETh Ha MeJ'II/IHJIY, ero cepmaue rpemerio. YacTs ero YZXKe IIOHdAJIA, YTO 6YI[eT OaJibIlle, a
OCTaJlbHas 4aCThk €r0 He CMeJla B 3TO ITIOBEPUTE.

Tl B 0€30I1aCHOCTH 3[I€Ch.



B TeueHue elie 0qHOr0 KOPOTKOT0 MOMeHTa MenruHIa COIPOTUBIISAIACH TYMaHy, KOTOPBIM OXBaThIBA
ee pa3yM. Ha MrHOBeHUe OHa ITOHSIA, YTO IPOMCXOMUT, ¥ €€ Pa3yM 3aKpudall OT TEMHOTHL. DTOTO
OBLII0O HEOOCTATOUHO. EXf CHOBa HAIIOMHMIIM, Ha 9TOT pPa3 ee COOCTBEHHEIE MEICIIH, O TOM, KaK CHJIBHO
el X0TeJIoCh TaKyl0 KOMHATY, O TOM, KaK OHa OTYasHHO HyXK[ajlach B 9TOM IIPOCTOM YTEIIEHUH B
CBOEM KH3HHU.

«f1 3meck B 6€30IaCHOCTH», - IPOIIIenTaaa MenuHma.
THI MOKETe JeJlaTh 37IeChb, BCe YTO TOJIbKO XOUelllb.

['MIHOTHYECKUY U YapYIOIIUii, rojIoc OBLI He IIPOCTO CI0BaMu. MoIlHbIe 00pa3kl MeIbKalld B IT'OJIOBe
MenuHpE, BOCIOMUHaHUS O TeX BpeMeHax, KOrfa OHa gyMaia, 9YTO Y Hee eCTh YeOUHEeHNe o[
IIPOCTHIHAMU U OfiesiyiaMH, Korfa Bce ObUI0 TeMHO U TuX0. OHa MOTJjia yIUBaThCS OTKPHITUEM CBOETO
COOCTBEHHOTO TeJla ¥ YIOBOJILCTBHEM, KOTOPOE OHa MOIJIa IPUHECTH cebe.

IbIxaHre MenuHIb CTajl0 KOPOTKUM U 3aTPYAHEHHHIM, ee Teso Apoxkano. O4eHb Me[iJIeHHO OHA
TIOATSIHYJa HOTH K cebe, HayaB ux cru0aTh, a 3aTeM pa3gBUHYJIA KOJIEHH B Pa3HEIE CTOPOHY.

I>KelCOH CMOTPEJI C OTKPLITHIM PTOM, HOTH ocjlabeBasu. OH CXBATUIICS 3a KHUXKHBIH 1IKad 1mo3agu
Hero [ys noanepkku. OH XOTeNI YTO-TO CKa3aTh ei, YTOOI OHA MOHsIIA, YTO OHA COOMPAETCs meraTh.
Y Bce ke, mpexe 4eM OH CMOT BEITECHUTH CJIOBa M30 PTa, LIeBeJIeHrWe B ero upeciaax OBICTPO
IIPEBPATUIIOCH B TBEPHOCTD, U OH yKe He MOT ee OCTAHOBUTb.

Msrkast urpyIuka Bblllajia U3 pykKu MenmuHAB U yIajna ¢ KpoBaTH Ha 1moil. Ee koxa mokpacHena. OHa
C2KaJl MaJIbIEl, CJIOBHO BCE eIl COIIPOTUBIIACS.

He oOMaHBIBafiCsI CHOBA M3-3a MHHMOI'O [OJITa.

BHe3amnHo, B ee CO3HAHUHU, OHA JiexKaja Ha CBOel KpOBaTH, HOYEIO, BO36y}KJI6HHa${, €e BJIEYEHHue HOeT
OT MBICJIEH, KOTOPEIE OHA HE MOT'JIa BI:I6pOCI/ITb 13 royIoBH. Ha aToT pa3, OHHAaKO, HUKOI'O He OBL1I0,
yTOORI ITOMEIIATh eH IeIaTh TO, YTO OHA M XOTeJIa, ¥ OTYASTHHO HyZXK@OaJlaChk B 3TOM.

MenuHma cierka B3OOXHYa, ee T'0jI0Ba OTKMHYIACh Ha 00K, KOT{la OHA OMYCTHIA PYKY ITOM MIOPTH
Tpycuku. OHa TUXO 3aCTOHAJIa, KOTMa ee MajbIkl CKOJIb3UIIH 110 €€ 0YeHb MOJIOMOM, TTIafiKOM IIJIOTH,
ee T0JI0OBEIe TyOBI PACIyXJId OT MHTEHCUBHOT'O, HOWOIIEro Bo30yxkaeHus. OHa Halllla MaJleHbKUH
KyCOYEK CBOEH KEHCTBEHHOCTH, €6 KOHUMKH TAJIbIEB TTIAUIIU €€ MEeIJIEHHHIMU, HeXKHBIMU KPYTaMH,
MBUXKEHHUS II€BEJINIIUCE IO ee IIIOPTaMH.

Ixeiicon crinoTHyn. OH He MOT MIOBEPUTD, YTO OH GBI cBUOETEIeM 3Toro. OH He MOIXKeH OBITh
cBupmeTeneM 3Toro. OMHAKO OH HOMXKeH OBl 9T0 yBuAeTh. OH OTOIIEN OT KHUKHOTO IKada u
MeJIeHHO IPUOIU3UICS K HOXKKEe KPOBATH, €T0 I'la3a HUKAK He MOTJIH OTOPBAThCS OT PA3OBUHYTHIX
Oemep MEeBYIIKH.

Korpma ronoc cHOoBa Ipo3BydYall B €T0 I'0JIOBE, OH YyTh He cOexarl.
Xouemb yBUAETD O0MbIIE?

Pot [IxxelicoHa cpaboTaj, HO 3ByKa He OBIJIO.

Ona He Xeu3sep. Ho ona myuie, yem Xensep.

"K-kak?" IIpoxpumnen [IXKelCOH.



Omna 3pgecsw. Xeii3ep HeT.
"A...a ¢pororpadum ..."
Kak mpocTrie KapTUHKY MOTYT CPaBHUTHCS C 3TUM?

Bapyr MenuHpa v3pasia OrOpYEHHBIN CTOH M BRITAIMIIa PYKY U3-II0f TPyCUKOB. OHa 4yBCTBOBAaJa
cebst CITUINIKOM OTPAaHMYEHHOW U CJIMIITKOM TEIINION, Kopuach Ha CBOel KpoBaTu B muckomdopTe. OHa
OOJIXKHa ObLIIa cAeaTh YTO-TO, YTOORI 00JIeTrYUTE 3TO.

MenuHma cXBaTHIa CBOH IIIOPTHI, CTACKMBas uX ¢ Oemep, CHUMas ux ¢ 6eep J0 Tex mop, IMOKa He
cMmora Obl CIIyCTUTh UX BHU3 110 BCEH AJTMHE 110 HOTaM U CKUHYTH ux. ['71asa [IxkeicoHa
PaCIIMPUIIKCh, KOTHAa ero B3TJISA[ yIIaa Ha IIEHTP PO30BHIX TPYCUKOB [IEBYIIKYM, HEPABHOMEPHOE
TEeMHOe TISITHO, OJ1ecTsIee B pacCesTHHOM YTPEHHEM CBeTe.

3aTeM, K youBJeHUIO [IKelicoHa, MennHa NOOHSIAach Ha KOJIEHU Ha KPOBaTH JINIIOM K HEMY H
CKUHYJIa TPYCUKHU C Oefep MenJIeHHbIM, YyBCTBEHHEIM U IIPOBOKALIMOHHKIM [IBUXKEHUEM, KOTOPOE HU
OOVH U3 TPUHAAIATUJIETHUX He UMeJl IIpaBa 3HaTh, Kak 3To chesnaTth. Ee KucKa Oblla TOKPHITA JIUIIE
JIETKUM IIyX0M, ¢ 60Jiee TOJICTEIM IIyYKOM Ha BepIINHE, ee II0JI0BEle I'yOHI BCe elre ObIM MaJleHbKUMY,
a IIefb - Y3KO# U TOHKOM. M Bce ke He OBIJI0 HUKaKOM OIINOKY B HaOyXIIeM U JIETKOM PO30BOM
OTTeHKe ee BO30yXOeHNUs, a TaKXkKe BJlare, KOTopas COYMIach Mexny Iyo.

MenuHpga OTKHHYyIACh Ha KpOBaTh ¥ CHSJIa TPYCUKM C HOT, CHOBA pa3[BUHYyJa Oegpa ¥ BHICTaBUIIa
CBOI0 HEXKHYI0 MOJIOAYIO KUCKY [2KelcoHy. Ee manbibl CKOIb3UU 110 MOKPOMU IIJIOTH, IalbLbl TOHYIN
¥ TPOMKO XJTIOIIa/IM B TUILIMHE KOMHATHL. Ee pyKa ABuranach C yCTOWYUBBEIM YMEHUEM, HE ITIOX0XKHUM Ha
rogbel MenuHOHL.

I>KelCcoH mofoIen ele 6MXKe, He B CHJIaX OTBECTH I'JIa3 OT TOTO, YTO BUMEJI, eT0 PyKa 3auTphIBaja C
BBICTYTIOM, KOTOPHBIN OBITT IOTHSAT MO ero mXuHCcaMu. OH OTYasTHHO HYyKAaJcs B COOCTBEHHOM
obneryeHuu, B Bo30yKIeHUH Ha IIpefiesie TeMIIEPATypPHl, HO ceryac eMy ObIIo He 1o cebe.

I>KelCoH axHyJ, ¥ ero 0egpa pe3Ko [epPHYIUCh, KOTAa 3a Hero OBII0 MIPHUHSITO PelleHue.

HeBupuMeble maabilbl MaTePHUAIN30BaIKNCh IO €T0 MXKUHCAMU ¥ Hadasld IIaguTh ero uieH. OH
OTKPELT POT, YTOOREI BO3PA3UTh, HO €ro TyOrl OyITo yMepu, Korga MenuHOa Hadala CTOHATD C
OOJIBIIMM HAIIOPOM, €e TaJIbIbl CKOJIb3UIIM BBEPX 1 BHU3 II0 ee [IeBCTBeHHOU mieny. OHa MOomHSIIa
Oempa B pyKax, TSKeJIo OBIIIa, KOTHa HapacTasio YIOBOJILCTBHE, CTAHOBSICH BCe 60Jiee MHTEHCHUBHEIM,
yeM Korga-nubo mpexje.

[IKelCOoH ynas Ha KOJIEHH, er0 YyBCTBa NepenoHWINCh. OH IOJI0XKUII ABe ApoXKallyue PyKu Ha
IIOJHOXKME KPOBaTH, CTOHAJI, KOT[a TBEPObIM, yBEePEHHBIE yAAPhl CTPYUIUCH I10 €r0 YJIeHY,
TIOJITA/IKUBast ero BBepX BMecTe ¢ Menuunoi. OH ObUT TaK B3BOJIHOBAH, YTO ITOYYBCTBOBAJI
royioBokpyxenue. Het, 3To Gbiyia He Xel3ep, HO eMy ObIJIO BCe paBHO. [IJ11 HEro UMeJio 3HaueHue
TOJIBKO TO, YTO 3TO OblNa KUCKa, IlepBasi, KOTOPYIO OH YBUME I10-HACTOSIIEMY.

B MOMEHT cTpacTyu el Takxke He ObIJIO Ba2KHO, YTO 9TO HE COBCEM II0 ee COOCTBEHHOU BOJIE.

B peakuuu MenuHOH Ha 3TO He OBIJI0O HUYEro NPUTBOPHOT0. OHA Tepsiack B CXBaTKaX COOCTBEHHOTO
CaMOYIOBJIETBOPEHMUS, II0JTy4dasl yIOBOIbCTBUS, ee KHCKa Oblla Topsiueil U3-3a ee pa3BpaTa U MOXOTH,
KakK OyOTO 4yBCTBYS BCe

CBOM XeJlaHus, KOTOPhle MyUMIA ee C HayaJsla II0JIOBOT'0 CO3peBaHus, 00PyIIMBaIKiCh Ha Hee cpaay.
Bce xe He OBIJIO HUKAKOW OIMIMOKM, YTO OHA OBINa IMOJ KOHTPOJIEM, ¥ KOHTPOIHUPOBAJACh ITOTHOCTHIO;



ee MbIC/IU OBIITY BBEHEHHI B 3a0yKIeHre, KOTOa OHa AyMaja, YTo OHa Oblla OfHa, ¥ OHa
HacJlaXkJaJiach IOJTHOM YeIUMHEHHOCTHIO, HauaB ele 00JIbIe CTapaThCs, YTOOH HaTh ee MmasblaM H
pykKam ropasgo 0osibIlie TOBKOCTH B YIOBOJILCTBUM, YEM OHM YKe [OCTUTJIU OT ee TAalHBIX
KUCCJIeIOBAaHUMU.

CToHb MenuHABl CTAHOBUIIMCH BCe 00jIee Pe3KMMH, KOT{la OHAa B3[EIMAaJIaCh BBEPX, €€ TeJI0 APoKaJo.
Ee nasnblibl JBUTANNUCH OBICTPEE, CHITbHEE MOTIaxkKBas ee KnuTop. OHa axHyJa, KOTrfa mpubIu3usach
K "KpelleHmo", JaBjaeHue HapacTaslo BHIIIE, YeM KOrga-Iudo mpexe.

"0000 ..." MenuHIOa TPOMKO 3aCTOHANa, €e TENO HAIpATrnIoch. "Aaaaa ...!"

I>KelCOHYy Ka3a0Ch, YTO OH 3afibixasicsi. YyBCTBEHHOE HallafleHue Ha ero 4jieH ObIJI0 Teleph
OecmoIafHbIM, ¥ OHO TOJIKHYJIO €ero BBepX, KaK pakeTy. Ero pyKu cXKajuch B KyJlakKu, yKacHast
MBICJIb TTPOH3MJIa €T0 TOJI0BY, YTO OH COOMpAeTCs KOHYUTD B IIITAHKI, €CJIM OH HUYETro He CesaeT.

HaxkoHer, 3T0 cTano cnumkoM ais Hero. C oT4asiHHBEIM CTOHOM OH OTIIATHYJICS OT KPOBATU U IEPHYI
3a MOsC, y HEeTO IepexBaTuiio gbixaHue. CiuHKa MenuHAb Ha KPOBaTHU BEITHYJIACh, a €€ T0JIoBa
OTKMHYJIaCh Ha3af. "Aaaaxx!" - F/pOMKO BCKPUKHYJIa OHa, XBaTas BO3[YyX, ee Oefpa AUKO Oepraiuch,
KOI'7la OHa HayaJla CUJIbHO OUTHLCS B Opra3sme.

IKeMCOH C TPYIOM PacCTETHYII IXKUHCH U CTSHYJI TPYCHI, KOT[Ia €T0 YJIeH Haydall MyJIbCUPOBaTh,
3aCTaBiIsisl ero CTOHATh CHOBA U CHOBA, KOTTIa €T0 CeMs BBIPHIBAIOCh U3 €T0 OIYXIIETr0 MyKCKOT'0
Hayvajla C KaXbIM IyJbcauueii. ODHOU PYKOU OH CXBaTUJICA 3a OCHOBaHME CBOEro 4jieHa, a gpyrou
IPUIIONHSJICS Haf II0JIOM, TJla3a MJIOTHO 3aKPhUIUCh, €ro KyJIbMUHAIUS ITPOA0JIKaiach MOYTH TaK XKe
[oNro, Kak U y MenuHAB, 3aCTaBIsAS €ro 3afbIXxaThCs, KOTa OH HaKOHeI] Hayasl YCII0OKanuBaThCs.

MenuHaa, HAKOHEIl, CMITYMIACh, €€ KMCKA UCTOIIMIACh, OCTATKH XKeJaHHH IIOCTEIIeHHO OTXOIHIIH,
TII0CJIe TAKOTO CUJILHOTO opra3Ma . Ee pyka 6e3BOJIbHO yIlaja B CTOPOHY, ¥ OHa JiexKajla HelIOOBUKHO,
eIUHCTBEHHLIM 3BYKOB B KOMHATe OLIJIO ee JhixaHue. [I3KeHCOH IOTHSII TOJI0OBY, TSXKeJI0 CTiIaThIBas,
TJISIISI COBEPIIEHHO GeCIpensiTCTBeHHBIM B3TTIIIOM Ha KUCKYy MenuHael. OH BCe ellle YyBCTBOBAJI
7erKoe Bo30yKeHue MpU B3TJIsMe, faXKe II0CJie TOro, KakK KOHYMII,

Korpga meByImka 3arieBenuiiack, [KeiCOH BEPHYIICS K peanbHOCTH. OH 04eHb OBICTPO HATSHYJI CBOU
TPYCHI HA3a/l ¥ 3aCTETHYJI CBOO IIMMPUHKY U IOSIC, BCTAB BOBPeMsI, YTOOH YBUIETh, Kak MenuHaa
Me[IJIeHHO ITOHUMAEeTCsI B CHIsiUee II0JI0KeHHe Ha KPOBATH C 3aKPBITHIMU TJla3aMu, 0e3MsITeXKHas
ynbIOKa 3aCTaBIISET €€ JIUI0 BHITISIAETh HEBUHHBIM, HO B M3BPAIlleHHO 3HOMHOU MaHepe.

MenuHOa MeJIeHHO OTKPHIJIa I'1a3a ¥ IPUCTAIbHO MOCMOTpena Ha JIxkelcoHa. [I:KeiCcOoH IIPOCTO
BCTaJl, er0 PyKHU CKUMAJIKCh, IpHYeM CKUMaIuCh NOBOIbHO HepBHO. HakoHen MenuHpaa 6ICTPO
MOPTHYJa, ybi0Ka ucde3na. OHa HACMEIUIMBO HaKJIOHMIIA '0JIOBY B CTOPOHY, KOTTla TYMaHHOCTh
Me[JIEHHO HC4Ye3jla U3 €€ T'OJIOBHI.

«A?» cKa3ala OHa efiBa CJIBIIIHBIM TOJIOCOM, BRITTISIAS U3YMIEHHOU. «[IKEeMCOH?»
"9-3 ... ma?" JI;XeuCoH CKa3all HeyBePEHHO.
MenuHga MOpPTrHYyJa ele HECKOIbKO pas3.

«JI2KeMCOH, YTO THI IeJIaelllb B MO€e( ... HET, MOJOoXKaHu ...» OHa ornsgenace. "MEel He ... 94TO ... 4TO
TOJBKO YTO MTPOU30ILIN?"

Ee romnoc cmsaruumics B KoHIle ee Bompoca. OHa JeHCTBUTENIBHO IOMHUIIA, YTO CleJalia, HO IMOJIHOe
3HaueHHUe ITOTO ellle He TPOHUKIIO B ee Pa3yM.



«Het, He 6epu B TOJIOBY. & ... TH TOIBKO YTO BoIen? i He ...» MenuHAa CIIONI37a C KPOBATH,
HaMepeBasiCh MMPOCTO ITOBEPHYTh HOTH, YTOOLI BCTAaTh, TI0KA OHA He MOHSJIA, YTO YTO-TO OBUIO He TakK. ,
Ee ria3a omyCTHIMCh BHU3, X OHA HOJITO CMOTpeEsIa Ha ce0si, CUnTast CEKYH/IBI, IIPeX/e YeM OHa
CMOTJIa MTOHSTh, YTO OHA BUEIA.

Korpa oHa Bce MOHsIa, OHA BCKOYMJIA C TIPOH3UTEILHBIM BOTIJIEM.
I>XKelCOH OTHUIATHYJICS Ha3af.

" aToro He genan!" oH KPUKHYI. ITO OBUIO €MUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH MOT IPUAyMaTh, XOTS 3TO He
KMMeJIo cMeIcna. "IT1o He ! Knsarycs!"

MenuHga nopHsAIa Ha HEeTO [Ba 3aCTEKJIEHHBIX I'7la3a, ee Tello AP0XKaso OT CTpaxXa ¥ CMylleHus. "Th
... TBl Bumen Meud ...?!" Ee ToH OBLJI THEBHEIM.

"MHe xanp!"

Menunpa 6pocunach Ha MIOPTH, KOTOPHIE BUCEIN HAa OMHOM Kpalo KPoBaTH, ¥ CyHYyJIa UX MeXAOY HOT,
CKpEIBas CBOIO KUCKY OT ria3. "[loBepHucs!"

[IxetcoH Tyno MOprHy. "[IoBepHYTHCA ... a?"
"TloBepHUCH, MyHak!" - mpopesena MenuHpga. "[ait MHe HafieTh MO0 Ofiexk Ay oOpaTHo!"
IKerCcoH OBICTPO KUBHYI U IIOBEPHYJICS K HEN CIIUHOM.

MenuHpe HYXKHO OBITI0O HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTLCS, €€ TeJI0 APOKajo OT THeBa U
yauxkeHus. OHa OrIsiHylIach Ha CBOU TPYCUKH, HO OHU yIlalu Ha MoJ. [IpuxKaB MIOPTH K
IIPOMEKHOCTH, OHA MTOMHSJIA UX ¥ CUIbHO IMOKPAaCHesIa, KOTra e BCe PaBHO MPHUIIIOChE OTOPOCUTH
IIIOPTHI, YTOOHI HALETD UX.

MenuHpa 4yBCTBOBaJa, YTO OHA XOTesa 3akpuyaTh. OHa He [TOHKUMAaJIa, YTO C Hell TOJIBKO YTO
npou3ourio. OgHaXXabl OHa BOIIJIa B CBOI0O KOMHATY - B 9Ty KOMHATY - ¥ HacjlaXkpaasiach TeM, KaK 3TO
OBLIO YyoEeCHO, KaK IPUSTHO 3[[eCh, KaK 0€30IacHO U HafleXKHO. 3aTEM ee OXBATUIIO XKeJlaHue,
KOTOPO€e OHa YaCTO YyBCTBOBaJia IO3HO HOYbIO, ¥ OHA ITPOCTO 6€30TOBOPOYHO COTJIACHIIACK.

OnHa cxBaTHUIaCh 3a TPYCHUKHU U MTHOBEHNE Kone6ana05, IIpexne 4eM CHOBa HaaeThb HIOPTHI.
<<XOpOH.IO, XOpOoIIo, MOXKeEIb ITIOBEPHYTLECA», - CKa3adJlad MenuHaa YyTh Me€He€ UCTEePUYIHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

IIKelCOH CMYIIIEHHO IIOCMOTpPEN Ha Hee, Korga MenuH[a riy00Ko B3goxHyna. "[IKeNCoH, MPOCToO ...
YTO celyac CIy4uIoCh, KOrAa MBI Ipuuiny coga? Yo g coenana? Tl BUfen, 4To g 34ech genana?”

JInno [IxKeilicoHa moOKpacHeso. "THl ... THI JleT/ia Ha KpoBaTh', CKa3ajl OH HepemuTenabHo. "TH ... 3-9 ..."

"Ila uto? Yo ??" MenuHOa CKa3ajla HETEPIIEeIUBO.

«f He Mor HauTu QoTorpaduu», MATKO cKa3an [IxkeicoH. "Torma TH CKa3al YTO-TO O TOM, YTO 3TO
3aMeyaTenbHas KOMHaTa. Torpa ... Torga TH ... 3-3 ... Hadasa, Hy ... Iieflajia To, 4YTo Xei3ep fenana
Ha cBoux ororpadusax".

MenuHaa IIPOCTO YCTaBUJIaCh Ha HETO.

"TIpocTo Tak?" oHa norpeboBana. "[IpsMo 3mecs, .. mepem Too6ou?"



[I2KerCOH CHOBa CTIOTHYM ¥ IIPOCTO KUBHYIL.

"A THI 4TO menain?"

"TIpocTo cMOTpen Ha Tebs."

“TeI CMOTpEIN Ha MeHA? 3a BceM STuM?" MenuHOa CKeNTUYEeCKH 3aBOINIa.

II>xercoH B3OoxHYyN. "UTo s mosKeH OB cenaTh?" cKa3asl OH pa3apaxKeHHOo.

n e 'P'II
OctanoBuTth MeHs! Yxonu! IToBepHuch cinHou! Kak, 4epT BO3bMH, 5 AOJIKHA 3HATH ?!

MenuHaa CKpecTuia PyKu U OTBEPHYJIAch OT HETO, ee T'1a3a OyecTenu.

"T®l 3aCTaABUII €€ CHenaTh 3TO, He TaK nu?" [[3KeHCOoH SIPOCTHO MPoOOPMOTan HU3KUM 3JIEIM I'0JIOCOM B
CTOPOHY.

MenuHga obepHynacek. "dto?"

«41 "He ¢ To6oM TOBOPIO».

“Torga ¢ KeM, 4epT BO3bMH, THl pa3roBapuBan?”

II>xericoH 0CTaHOBHMJICSA Ha MrHoBeHue. "C momom."

MenuHma OTKPEIIA POT, YTOOR! BO3PA3UTh, HO CHOBA 3aKpPHIJia er0, HUYero He CKa3as.
"IIoM ... UJIX YTO-TO B 9TOM ... 3aCTaBUJIO TeOs cOenaTh 3T0."

MenuHaa nogyMara, 4To 9T0 3By4UT 6e3yMHO i Hee. [loMa He 3aCTaBJISAIOT JIIOfIe HUYETro JieNaTh.
U Bce ke, OBIJIO YTO-TO, UYTO OHA ITOMHUJIA, IPSIMO Iepeq TeM, Kak OHa Hadajla UTpaTh C co00i, YTOo-
TO BpOf€ I'0JI0Ca, UCXOMSIIEro K Hell C OrPOMHOT0 PACCTOSTHUS.

«TTocnymma#, s... 1 He 3HaJI, 4TO elle OeaTh», - CKasas [IKeNCoH. «f uMero B BUAOY ... HY, TH
BBITJIsIfIeNIa TakK, OyATO HaclIaxkaaelbCcss CoO0m»

Menuuna 6pocusia Ha HETO OCTPBIM B3TJISAN, HO OH OBICTPO CMATYUIICS B €€ HEBUHHOM B3TJIATE.

"Hy, s GblyTa.." cKa3ajia OHa TUXUM I'0JIOCOM, KpacHes. «f mpocTo He myMara, YTo Y MeHs OyOyT
3PUTENIN».

IxelCcoHy yIanoch ciierkKa yIbIOHYThCS.
"Tebe ToXKe MMOHPABUIIOCH?"
[IKelCOH KUBHYII.

MenuHpa B3noxHyna. Eme ogHa nay3a. OguH yron ee pra NOTSHYACA BBepX. "CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO OT
IpocMOTpa Ha Te ¢poTorpadun?"

«bornbiie, yeM GoTorpadpuu».
MenuHOa moKpacHena.

«Cepbe3Ho, MenuHpa, s HE 0XKUOasl, YTO 3TO MPOU30UIET», TBEPHO CKa3as [IxKeuncoH. «IloxamyucTa,



THI JOJI)KHA BEPUTH MHE».
«3HauuT, 3TH doTorpadun Xeiizep Oblyia He IPOCTO JI0XKBIO, YTOOBI IPUBECTH MEHS CIofa?»

«Her, s knanycs! OHU melicTBUTeNbHO ObIM 37eck! M 9Ta KOMHaTa Oblsla coBceM fpyroi. OHa Oblna
II0X0Ka Ha MO0 KOMHATYy».

MenuHpa youBieHHO IIOCMOTpea Ha Hero. "TBowo KoMHaTy?"

«Jla. ITO BRITISAAENIO UMEHHO Tak. Hy ... He coBceM Tak. ITo OBIJIO ITOX0XKe Ha UAearn3aliiio UiIu YTo-
TO B 3TOM pope. Kak B KOMHaTe, KOTOPYIO 51 BCETHa X0Te».

"Bot uTO 9Ta KOMHaTa ceryac g MeHsA!" MenuHOa niakana B3BOJIHOBAHHO. «JTO TO, YTO g X004y,
4yTOOBI MOSI CIIAJIbHS BBITJIAMENa TakK, YTOOH He MEeUTHCS €10 C MTy3EIPhKOBOM I'0JI0OBOM, Xel3ep».

[2KeCOH KOPOTKO IIOCMESJICS CO CKa3aHHOTO.

MenuHaa NOJO3PUTENbHO IPUINypuiack. "UTo TyT CMEIIHOro?"
"Xeusep Ily3sippKoBas rouosa?"

“Ila, XOpol11I0, 1 He 0YEHb XOPOIIIO C HEeH JIaXxKy, XOpouIo?"
"TIpencraBnsio cebe. Trl mo3TOMY X0Tena ee gororpadpuu?"

«Yro eme Moriio Obl COUTH ee Ha CTYIeHbKY UM ABe? TeM Oojiee, YTO OHa CKa3aja, YTO 3HAET, YTO
d...» MenuHOa 0CTaHOBUIACK. "9-3 ... HY, Tl 3Haellb. YTO S TOIBKO 4YTO chenana”.

[KelCcoH ycTaBuicsd Ha Hee. "ThHl feaems 3T0? {4 uMero B BUAY ... PETYIIpHO?"
Menunpa cxkasna ry0sl, IleKu cHoBa ropenu. "[Ia, a Th HeT?"

Teneps npuiia ouepens [IxkeiicoHa KpacHeTs. "Hy ... #HOTA ... 1 IPOCTO HE OyMaJl, YTO AEBYIIKH
TakK MHOT'O TaKMM He 3aHMMAaIoTCsI".

'O, I'ocrtagu. THI IpaBfa Tak NPU3EMUCTO 3HAEIIb O JeByIIKax?"

He xemnast OBITH IOCIIEIHUM CMYIIEHHBIM, [[2KelcoH oTBeTUN: «Hy, Temeps s 3Hai0 0 Tebe HAMHOTO
0oJIBIIIe».

[Mleku MenuHOH IOKPacHeIu. "X0opoIro, xopoio! Tl 3Haellb, KaK BHITIIOAT MO KucKa!"

Ho a0 65110 g5t Hee O0JIbIIoe Aeso, MerCTBUTEIbHO Oobinoe memo. OHa He mMela HUKAKOTo
KOHTPOJISI Hafl TeM, KaKOi MaJIbYHK BHJIEJ 9TO IIEePBEIM, U Teleph, KOrma MaJlbukK BUEII 9TO, ¥ 3TUM
MaJsibuuKoM Obit [I2KelCcoH, OHa He 3Hajla, Kak cebs 4yBCTBOBaTh. Ecu Ol 9TO OBLIT KTO-TO APYTOH, a
He TOT, KOT'0 OHa yXKe /1to0uia, oHa Ol yKe BIlajla B UICTePUYECKHe CIIe3Hl. B To ke BpeMs OHa
yyBCTBOBasa cebss oOMaHyTo#. OH CMOTpEs Ha Hee, ¥ OHA HUYero He IOJTy4ria B3aMeH.

Bo3sBparraiics 3aBTpa.
MenuHpa B3APOrHya u axuymna. "4ro?"

«A?» JIKelCOH OTBETUJ. «fl HU4YEero He TOBOPHUII».



"d gpymamna ..."

BosBspargaiica 3aBTpa. Tel IOIy4UIlb CBOe Xejanue. Ho He roBopu [IKelCoHY

. IlycTb 3TO OyHmeT MaleHbKUM CEeKPEeTOM, XOPOIIOo?

MenuHpa CriIOTHYJIA, €e cepale KOIOTUIO0Ch.

"3-9, HeBaXkXHO", CKa3aa OHa. «JlaBall yiaeM oTcrofa. [lymaro, ¢ MEHS XBaTUT 3TOr'0 MeCTa».

«THI HE X0YeIlTh IONBITAThCS UCKATH ...»

«3aBTpa», - cka3ana emy Menuupna. Ha ee rybax urpana nerkas o3opHas yibi0Ka. "Mbl BepHEMCS

3aBTpa."
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