— Emeé? — 3acTeH4YMBO CIIPOCHUTIA OHA.

— Jla... — IPOIIMIIEeN OH.

«be3yMmHas BegbpMal»

Koneuno, o xoten 6ossirero!

OHa cMesee KOCHYJIach ero I3BIKOM, U Irf1a3a CeBepyca 3aKaTUINUCh, IPeXK/e YeM OH YCIes UX
3aKpHITh. CTUCHYB 3y0Bl, OH YXUTPHUJICA 3aphiYaTh Ha HEE:

— CoxmMu ero rybamu, 4TOOH ST MOT TPaXHYTh TBOW HaOE[IUBhIM POTHUK!

CxBaTuB €€ T0I0BYy 00€MMHU PyKaMH{, OH HEME[JIEHHO BOIIEN B TOPSYUIM POT CBOUM ITOparuBaoIIIM
IYJILCUPYIOIIUM YJIEHOM.

— He 3a0bIBaii MCIIOTB30BATE SI3BIK, — IIPUKA3asl OH.

Omna cTapanach KaK MOTJIa, Toka CHEUII CHOBA U CHOBA IOTpyxKascs B €€ poT. Korga romoBka
pocturia ropnaa, 'epMruoHa nogaBuiack. OcTaBasiCh CIOKOWHBEIM, OH IIOTSHYJICSA Ky4a-TO B CTOPOHY U
HaIIEJT CBOIO BOJIIEOHYIO Mal0YKy.

— Bcé B mopsimke, mpocTo pacciadbes.

I'ma3a [epMUOHHI MEAPO YBIAXKHUIKACH CJI€3aMU, ¥ HA KOPOTKUYN MUT OHa 3a7ajlach BOIPOCOM:
«HTEpECHO, yMUPan i KTO-HUOYAb OT YAYILIbS, TOIaBUBILKNCE BO BpeMsi MuHeTa?» KOHYUK ero
TIaJIOYKYU KOCHYJICS €€ ropia. [epMuoHa Mo4YyBCTBOBaa IIeKOTaHUE Maruy, U eé MUIIEeBO]
paccmabuicsi BMeCTe C TECHO CXKATHIMU MEIIMNIaMu ropTtaiu. CIpsATaB IaJ0dyKy B KapMaH MaHTHUHY,
CHe}II 0TBETHJI Ha BOIIPOC IIPeXK[e, Y4eM OHA yCIIeJia ero 3afaTh:

— To1 GosbINe HE IIOYYBCTBY€EIIIb PBOTHLIX IIO3BIBOB.

VcmpiTaB orpoMHOe o0neryenne, ['epMroHa MOCMOTpeSIa Ha ero max ¢ HOBBIM IIPUJIMBOM 3HTY3Ua3Ma.

CeBepyC yXMBUIBHYJICH.

— Tebe HpaBUTCS cocaTh YJIeH, He TaK JIn?

OcTekJeHeBIIne Kapue ra3a BCTPETUIIUCE C IIPOHUIATEeIbHEIMU YEPHEIMH, IEeBYIIKA HECMEJI0
yNBIOHYTACk.



«f ¥ Tak yxKe 3HaI OTBET».

— IHa, cap.

— Torga BEPHUCH K CBOEMY 3aHATHIO.

F'epMuoHa ycepgHO 06/M3bIBaia ero OT KOHYKKA J0 OCHOBAHUS, CJIefisl, YTOOB KaxXKIbIH [II0UM
OCTaBaJICs BllaxKHBIM. o BIUSHUEM BIOXHOBEHUS yIIMBajlach SHYKaMy, KaK OyATo Te ObUIn
TIOKPHITH PACIIaBJIEHHBIM IIIOKOIamoM. [10YTH KaXkaoe OeiCTBHE BHI3HIBAJIO €T0 YIOBIETBOPEHHOE
pBIYaHue, TO3TOMY OHa He o0OpaTuja BHUMaHKe Ha XKECTKHe JIOOKOBBIE BOJIOCKH, IIIEKOUYINKe JIUII0, U
IPUABUHYJIACh OJIMKE, BCACHIBAS B POT OJHO STMYKO. Y CIIBIIIAB IPUTTTYIIEHHOE PYTraTelbCTBO,
cneTesIee ¢ ero ryd, 'epMuoHa ynbIOHYach, YTKHYBIIUCH B MOIIIOHKY.

— YEpT BO3bMHU, IEeBOYKA, BEPHUCH K CAMOMY 4jeHy! — mpoiuumnen CHeHII.

'epMuoHa ¢ pafoCThIO IPUHAIACH 3a HOBOE 3afaHue. CxkKaB pyKOU OCHOBaHUE, OHA CHOBA IIpUJIbHYJIA
rybaMu K JIOCHSIIIIEMYCS TIEHUCY .

CeBepyc CMOTpEN Ha Heé U3-TI0f OMYIIEeHHBIX pecHuIl. EMy Ka3ayioch, YTO €€ PO30BhIH SI3BIY0K 3KUJT
CBOEM KM3HbBIO, OTOENILHO OT He€, 6e30CTaHOBOYHO IOATANIKKUBas ero Bcé Onmuxke K paspsuke. O
COTIPOTHBIISIJICST BO3PACTAIOIEeMy BO30YKIEHHUIO, CTapasiCh MPOIePXKATHCS KaK MOXKHO IOJIBIIE.
HecMOTps Ha ycumus, ero pemuMOoCTh Havasa TasiTb. CaMOKOHTPOIb ObLT OKOHYATEILHO MTOTEPSH,
KOT'7Ia OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK I'0JIOBKa CKOJIb3HYJIa BHYTPb TECHOTO TOPIIa.

O6xBaTuB €€ nuio nagoHsMu, CeBepyc 3acTaBUI HaxXaJlbHYIO IEBYOHKY ITOCMOTPETEL eMy B r'ta3a. OHa
CMOTpeJsia Ha Hero ¢ HeCKpPEIBaeMOM II0XO0ThIO, €T0 BO30YKIEHHEIN YJieH ObLJT HAIllOJIOBUHY V HEE BO
PTy, ¥ TOTTa OH BBIJaJI CBOM IIOCIETHUN IIPUKa3:

— IIpormotu Bcé 0o Kamnu!

Meicnu 'epMuOHE Haday OellleHO MeTaThCsl U3 CTOPOHHBI B CTOPOHY.

«IIpormoTuts?!»

CeBepycC UCCTYIIEHHO 3aMbI¥all, KOTHa Silla MOAXKaIUuCh, ¥ eT0 HaKPHIIKA [TePBhIe BOJTHHI 9KCTa3a.

Ha l'epMmuoHy Me[neHHO CHU30IIIO IOHUMaHUe, 4YTO UMEHHO OH OT Hee XoTell. OHa 3afanach
3armo3gaabsiM BompocoM: «CKOIBKO 3Ke CIIepMbI U3 HEero BHIAET?» B mo6oM ciydyae BpeMeHU Ha
pasmyMbsi yKe He ObLIO, IOTOMY YTO OHa ITOYYBCTBOBaJIa Ha SI3bIKe TEPBbIE TEIIIble CTPYUKHU. CHeHn
CXBaTHJ €€ 3a T'OJIOBY, ero 0€apa CyNOPOoXKHO JEPTaiuCh BIEPEN, IT0Ka OH IIJIOTHO NMPUXKUMAJI €€ JTUII0
K cBoeMy Iaxy. OHa criaThiBaja KaXX[blM pa3, Korma OH OTCTPaHsiIcs, 60sSCh OCTaHOBUTHCS.



«CKOIIbKO BOOOIIE HY2KHO CIIEPMBI, UTOOBI YeJI0BEK 3axXIe0HYIICS ?»

Tak Kak y Hero JoBOJIbHO JaBHO HUKOTO He OBIJI0, Opra3M OB eIl€ CuIbHee, a MoJIy4eHHoe
HacllaXkeHNe 3aMeTHO OTJIMYaioCh OT TOr0, KOTOPOE OH MCIIBIThIBa IPH MacTtypbanuu. CeBepyc
CTOHAJI KaXkayl0 CEKYHIY ClIafikoi pa3psAgku. [locMOTpeB BHU3, OH ITOAyMaJl, YTO [ peidHOKep
BHITJISIEIIa ITOYTHU I10-aHTeJIbCKYU IIPEKPACHOM, C 3allJTaKaHHBIM JIUIIOM U MTOKPACHEBIIUMHU rybaMu,
COMKHYBIIIMMUCS BOKPYT €ro 4jieHa. [1o ero Teny mpomach NOCIegHIS BOJIHA, U OH OCTOPOXKHO
M3BJIEK MTeHUC U3 e€ pTa. Ero Mo3r uymecHeM o6pa3oM oHeMesnl. bomnbire Bcero CeBepycy He
X0TeJI0Ch, 4TO0O0R HeBriHOCHMAas Bce3HalKa UCIIOPTHIIa eMY TaKyI0 PEOKYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTh
paccnabuthcs. OmgHAKO BMECTO TOTO, UYTOOB HafjoefaTh €My C pa3roBOopaMH, IeBYIIKa 3aCTEHYHNBO
yNBIOHyIach ¥ OTBEPHYJIACH, Uilla CBOU TPycuKU. OH He CIyCKall C Heé rjas, IoKa IPUBOAUI cebs B
nopsnok. OHa nmopo6Opasia HUXHee OeIbE, ¥ TOT[Ia OH HEXOTS TPOBOPYAIT:

— OcTaBb ux.

Yoususmince, ['epMuoHa IoBepHYIACh ¥ IOCMOTpPeJIa Ha HeTo.

— Cap?..

CeBepyc yTOMIEHHO B3[OXHYII.

— IlpuHecwu ux croga.

OHa pOTSIHYJIa eMy CBOM TPYCUKU U MOTPSICEHHO BHITapalluilach, Koraa npodeccop Haval
nepebupaTh UX IaIbllaMy, II0KA He Hallen nacToBuiy. OH mOTIafuil MOKPYIO TKaHb, a ['epMuoHa
IIOKpacHesa KaK CBEKIIa.

— Moxemb unTu. U... — mobaBut oH, 3aCOBbIBasi TPyCUKHU ce0e B KapMaH. — [lonaraio, Thl HUKOMY
00 9TOM He pacCKaxXelllb, — Ha ero JIulle IPOMEeJIbKHYJIO IPUBEYHOE YyIpoXKalolllee BhIpakeHue.

I'epMuoHa moTepsina gap peuu. B ronoce CHelila He OBIIO HY 37I0CTH, HU coxKajleHus. CKopee, B ero
TOHE YYBCTBOBAJACh... YCTAIOCTh.

OHa oTpuIlaTENNbHO ITOKa4aaia TOJI0BOM.

OTHYCTI/IB €€ JIEHUBLIM B3MaXOM PYKH, OH IIPOTAHYII:

— HpuTte cnath, Mucc I'perHOxKep.

OHa BCTaJla ¥ HalpaBUJIACh K OBEPHU eT0 KaOWHEeTa, C TPYAOM Bepsi, UTO HOUHBIE COOBITHS IPUHSIA
TaKOU KPYTOU IIOBOPOT.



— B Bamy co6¢cTBeHHYI0 TOCTeNb, MUCC ['perHaXKeD!

'epMuoOHa yKe B3s1acCh 3a IBEPHYIO PYUKY, HO BHE3aIIHO IPUOCTAHOBUJIACH U C YIIBIOKOH
IIOBEPHYJIach K HEMY.

— Brnaropaprio Bac, mpodeccop. KaxkeTcs, st ycBoua ypoK.

CeBepyc He ycnesn 00epHYThCS, JIUIIb YCIIbIIIAT 3BYK 3aX/IONHYBIIENCS IBEPH.

— Bcerpa moxanyicra, — yOOBJIETBOPEHHO XMBIKHYJI OH, 3aCYHYB PYKY B KapMaH U IIOTJIaXKuBast
najbIlaMy BIaXKHBIM MENK. — [IpUsATHO OBITIO BAC YYUTh.

Ha ero nuiie HeBOJILHO PACIION3jIaCh IIOPOYHAS YXMBITIKA, KOTTIa OH HAlPABUJICS B CBOIO CIIANIbHIO,
co6Hpasich 3a0BITHCST CTOJIb KEJTAHHBIM CHOM.

ok

«Yept! Yept! IIpoknsaTee!»

l'epMuoOHa C HEIOBOIBHOM IPUMACOil Ha JHIle YCTaBUIach Ha OBepb KabuHeTa CHelina, KoTopas
CTajia e€ HOBHIM 3aK/ISITHIM BparoMm. 37100HbIM KOPSBHIM KYCOK JepeBa CJI0BHO U3eBasiCd Haj Hell B
Te4YeHMe MOCIIeNHUX OBafllaTh MUHYT, C TeX 0P KaK OHa Hayasa MPeAIpPUHUMATh IOMBITKA
IIOCTYy4aTh.

«IIpocTo chemnaii ato, 'epmuona. ['pudGUHIOPLH HOMKHEL OBITh XpabpeiMu! Tak moyeMy s He MOTY
3aCTaBUThH ce0Os BCETO JIUIIb TOCTy4aTh?»

['my00oKO B3OXHYB B IIOCJIEMHUM pa3, OHA MOPAJIbHO IIOATOTOBUIIACH U IIOTHSIA PYKY. BHE3amHo
TIOCTIBIIIIAJICST TPOMKUE MeTaJlTMYeCKuH JISI3T, U, KOT[ia Iepej Hel paclaxHyach OBeps, I'epMuoHa
TIOIIPHITHYIA OT HEOKUTAHHOCTH. E€ B3Iy OTKPHUTHACH ONTeHEIe, JKECTKHE YEPTH JIUIla YeJI0BEKa,
0 KOTOPOM OHa TallHO MeuTalla BeCh IIOCTIEOHHUM Mecsll. B yxKace oT TOro, 4To e€ 00HApPYXKUIIMA, OHA
3aCThIIa Ha MECTe C KyJIaKOM, 3aBUCIIIMM B BO3[yXe, U YCTaBUJIACh Ha Hero. YépHtbie ri1a3a CHelna
IPUIIYPHUINCE, U3y4asi e€ U CJIOBHO yIIpeKas 3a CTOJIb HeJlelloe IIOBefieHue.

— Mucc I'peiiHKep, BB COOMpPAETECh CTOSTh O[] MOEX OBEPHIO BCIO HOYB?

Pa3BepHyBIIKCH Ha KaOyKax, mpodeccop HAMpPaBHUIICSI K CBOEMY MHCHMEHHOMY CTOITy.

F'epMuoHa 3acThisia, Kak OyaTo B HEE KUHYMM OTIyIIalomuMy YapaMi.

«Bnecrsame! — nogymana ona. — Xopot1o, YTo g X0Ts Obl He BrKcanachk B Hero! Kak e CI0KHO



06H1&TBCH C KEeM-TO, KTO OyMa€T, YTO Tkl HEe UMEEIID IIPaBa OJaxKe IIOCTy4aTh B €TI0 JIBepB!»

OmnycTHB PyKy, OHa BOIIUTa B KaOMHET 3e/ibeBapeHus U 3aKphiia 3a 000 OBEpb, PEUIUTENIBHO
HaIpaBisAsich K co6CTBeHHOM norubenu. BoccenaBimii 3a CTO/IOM, HEIIOJBUXKHEINA KaK CTaTys, MacTep
3eJIUY OKUHYJI €€ CKy4aloluM B3TJISI0M.

— CsagbTe, — OPOCHII OH.

PsiioM CTOSIT TOT K€ CaMblif CTYJI C MPSIMOM CIIMHKOM, KOTOPHIY OHU MCITOJIb30BaIM MECSIl Ha3afl, U Ha
['epMuoOHY cpa3y ke HabpPOCHUIUCH MBICTIEHHEIe 06pa3bl, HAIOMUHABIIME 00 UX MPebIAyIIel BCTpeye.
JIU1o [eBYIIKY 3albliajio OT BOCIOMUHAHUY, 1 OHAa OCTOPOXKHO Cejla Ha CaMblil Kpaellek CTYyIIa,
HAmpoTuB mpodeccopa. K cyacTrio, ero CTON Kal3ascs pa3aesnsiomuM 6apbepoM, JepKaBIIuM UX Ha
6e30macHOM pacCcTosTHUH. Temeps ke, KOra OHA HaXOOuU/Iach PSIIOM C HUM, BCe €€ TIJIaHH U
daHTa3uK BHE3AIHO UCITapUIKCh. BCE 1m0 COBCEM He Tak, KaK OHa PacCYuTHIBana. VcmyraHHble
rna3a [epMUOHBI METaTUCh 10 KOMHATE, IT0OKa OHA CTapayiach u30eraTh €ro MpUCTaIbHOTO B3TTIAA.

— 91 He moOOKUTETH OMHOCTOPOHHMX IMAJIOT0B, MUCC I perdHaXKep. 3aueM Bel IBHINCL? VT BaM HEYero
CKa3aTh? — 06aBUJI OH C SI3BUTEJIbHON YCMEIIKOH.
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