,]:[}KYI[I/IT OblsIa CHITA II0 TOPJIO eT0 IMOCTOSAHHBIMUA Tpe6OBaHI/I${MI/I. HeCMOTpH Ha TO, 4YTO OHa MOJI4a
OTBEPIJIa ero Tp6‘60BaHI/Ie, OHA He MOT'JIa CKPBITE CBOETr0 CMYIIEHNU . OnHa He oXWunana, 4YTO OH
3aCTaBUT €€ CMYTHUTBCA U3-3a YETO-TO HOHOGHOI"O.

— ...Bcé coBceM He Taxk.

— He Tax?..

Y Hero ObIITO TaKoe CIIOKOWHOE BHIpakeHue NuIla, Kak OYOTo OH clia. YTOJIKK ero pTa, ClleTKa
IPUIIONHATHIE, OBITH HEJIOBKUMH ¥ He3HAKOMBIMHU. [0 cuX mop [KyOuT BUeNa Y HETO TOJILKO OJHO
BBIpaXkKeHue ulla - mubo 6eccTpacTHoe, MO0 cepOuToe.

IXXKyOouT cOesasa mapy LIaroB Ha3afl, YTOOB OTOMTH OT My2Ka, KOTOPHIM IIOJOLIEN K Hell TaK 0IM3KO,
YTO 0KA3aJICsl COBCEM PSOM C eé nmuioM. Kak TOJIbKO OHa OTOIIIa Ha Iapy IIaros, OHa
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO CHOBA MOXKET HBIIIATS.

— Ia. He Taxk.

Kak Tonmbko JIXKYOUT CKa3aa 9TO, OH YXMBITBHYJICS U YCMEXHYJICS eH, Kak OyOTo OHa CKa3alla YTO-TO
o4YeHb cMelnHoe. CrenaB BUM, YTO OHA HE 3aMeTHJIa er0 CMeXa, OHa ITPOTSHYJIa eMy KBafipaTHBIN
JTUCTOK OyMaru, KOTOPHIM JepKalia B pyKax BCE 3TO BpeMs.

— Jlymato, Tebe CKOPO MPUAETCS MoceTuTh [IBopen. Ero BemuuecTBo mpucian MuCbEMO.

BenukosenHoe MUCbEMO, 3aBajieHHOE TPYIOM IOlapKoB, O6bl10 0T Kuntona, MMnepatopa Tupeypckoii
Wwmnepuu. C maBHUX BpeMeH, Korma Kunton ObiT HacnegHeiM [IpunileM, a [Ieppuk - HaCcIeIHUKOM
['epiiora, oHM IOAAEPKUBAIN TECHBIE OTHOIIEHUS ¥ MPOBOAUIN MHOTO BpeMeHHU BMecTe. [laxe mocie
TOTO, KaK OHU CTa/IM B3POCJILIMM, OHHU COXPAHUIIA CBOIO OUeHb ONIM3KYI0 APYyXkOy, TaK Kak [leppuk
ctan I'nmaBoit PosinucToB, KOTOpkle momMoranu MmnepaTopy BCeMU CBOMMU CUJIaMHU.

VimnepaTop Kunron nomorarn 6osblie, 4eM KTO-1060 ApyroH, Korma Jeppuk 0w 60/eH, ockIas
eMy IIPUIBOPHLIX Bpayei, TIeKapCTBeHHBIE TPABLl U MHOT0€ IPYroe, U ObUT pajl YCIBIIIATh, YTO OH
CHOBA OXHJI. B muckMe OBITIO HAIIMCAHO, YTO OH XOTeJI OBl BCTPETUTHLCS C HUM KaK MOXKHO CKOpee.

Ecnu GObl BCE OBLIO TaK, Kak paHblie, g ObI OTIYCTHIA MyXKa OFHOTO, HO...

Bo Bpemst ux 6paka [IXKynuT He 4acTo Ovllla BMecTe ¢ MyxkeM Yy MMmepaTopa. OHa He 3Ha/la, KaKUM
ObT KUITOH, HO el He 0YeHb XOTeJIOCh BCTPeYaThCs C HUM, €CJIM OH TaK XOPOIIO JIafuil ¢ [IepPUKOM.
9T0 MOXKHO ObIIO OB TaXke pPacleHUTh KakK 0TKa3 IpefcTaTh nepex MMmepaTopoM, HO, 3Has, 4TO
IeppuK K3 MPOIIIOTo OB HECYACTIUB C HEel, BCE MPOSICHUIIOCE. [[eppuK OBII IOUTH UeaTbHbIM
MYKeM B TaKHX JeJiax.

— JlaBay MOMIEM BMeECTe.



— TH ToXe mOMOENb, XXeHa?

Ecnu Gvl cocTosinue [leppuka ObIIO TAKUM XKe, KaK Iepefl CMepThio, [IKynuT 6e3 mpoMeIeHus
otnpaBusa 0wl ero ofHOr0. ONHAKO OHA He MOTJIa II03BOJIUTE CBOEMY MYXKY, KOTOPHIM He IIOMHUJI, KTO
OH TaKOM, UOTU OfHOMY. [leso OBIJIO CKOpee B CUTYallly, B KOTOPOM OKa3ajach [IKyOUT, KOTHa OH
CTaJ eé MyxkeM, 4eM B 6ecmokoicTse o camoM [leppuke. HeiHemHu [leppuk OBLUT TOX0XK Ha
"X0oOsA4ylo B3pEIBYATKY".

— Ia. 4 6ecmokoiochk 0 Tebe, Tak 4YTO S... HE MOTY OTITYCTUTE T€0sS OOHOTO.

IXXynuT He CKpHIBAJia 3TOTO ¥ OTKPOBEHHO MPU3HAJaCh €My B CBOMX TpeBorax. [leppuk 6e33a60THO
IIPOYUTAJ IUCHMO, ¥, BO3SMOXKHO, He 3aMHTEPECOBABIIKCEH €TI0 COlepKaHUEM, OH IOJIOKHUTI ero KyZa-
TO U cHenan mar 6muxe K [[XKyouT.

Bcé 6110 OecronesHo; pacCCTossHruEe MeXOy HUMH CHOBa COKPATHUIIOCE.

— 4 o6s13aH Tyna mouTu?

— M-Mm, ma.

Vi3BecTue 0 TOM, YTO OH IIOTEPS IIaMsTh, BCE €IIl€ He CTaJl0 U3BECTHO MUPY, HO 3TO OBITIO TO, YTO
HeJb3sT OBLIO IepXKaTh B CEKPeTe BeYHO. K ToMy XKe, Korfla OH IPUAET Ha aygueHIuio K imneparopy,
eMy IpHUAETcs 000 BCEM paccka3ath. [leppuk u MMmnepaTop 3HaNu Opyr Apyra U MpOBEId MHOTO
BPEMEHHU BMeCTe, TaK HeyzKeJIu OH He [OJIKeH 3HaTh 00 aToM?

Ecnu Obl ¢ HUM OBIJIO BCE KaK paHbllle, OH OB y2Ke IIPOIOJIKIII CBOI0 paboTy B KauecTBe ['epiiora.
IXXymuT Hafgesacb, YTO OH He CAeflaeT HUYero CTPaHHOTO.

— Ecnu s mo#ay Tyma, To YTO MHe 3a 3T0o OymeT?

— ...A pa3Be g yTo-TO Oyny Tebe moyKHA?

— A pasBe HeT?..

Ecnu oHa xo4eT, 4TOOBI OH OBIIT ITOC/IYIITHEIM, OHA [OJI2KHA [aTh €My COOTBETCTBYIOIIYIO Harpaay.
IXXynuT OIIEIOMIEHHO CMOTpEJIAa Ha HeTo, YIk0aoIerocs, Kak XUTPHIY JIKC. 3aTeM OHa IIPUIIIa B
ce0s1, B3IPOTHYB, KOTIa OH HEOXKUIOAHHO IOJIOIIEN K Hel elne O6muxe.

— Hy, Tax 4ero xe THl X04eIlb?

IXynuT mperpaguiia eMy nyTh, HOOHSAB 06e pyKu, ¥ O6bICTPO goOaBuUa:



— W cnaTk BMeCTe S 0TKa3bIBaloCh!

E€ HacTOWYMBHIM I'0JIOC BHE3AITHO IIPEBPATUIICS B KPUK, KOTOPHIH OB CIIBILIIEH 110 BCeMY KaOWHETY.
IeppuK HEeOBOJIbLHO CABUHYI OpoBU. BCKOpe 1ociie 3TOro OH 030PHO paccMesinics, Kak 6yTo eMy
IIPUIIJIa B TOJIOBY OJiecTsmIas uhesi, ¥ C CUJION IPUKaJICS CBOMM JIUIIOM K e€ nuily. [JucTaHLus,
KOTOPYI0 [[2KyOuT 130 BCEX CUJI CTapajlach COXPaHUTh, OblyIa COKpallleHa B OMHO MIHOBEHUE.

— Torpa nouenyu.

— Yto?

— [Mouenyi MeHs.

To, uero o xoTej, OBIIO O4YEeBUOHO.

Her, He cetiyac. C Tex 1Op KaK OH OTKPHLI I'J1a3a B Ipoby, He OBI0 HU OMHOT'0 MOMEHTa, Korfa Obl OH
He OBIJT IOXOTJIMB 110 OTHOIIEHHUIO K Hell. [lake ero riia3a ObUIM IOJTHH IIOXOTH, KOTOPYIO OHA He
MOrJia O0BACHUTE.

IXKyouT 4yBCTBOBasa cebsi 0ueHb CTPAHHO, KOTa CMOTPeJIa Ha CBOEr0 MyKa, KOTOPHIH IIOJTHOCTHIO
M3MEeHMIICS. BHeIlIHe OH BHITTISIEN TOYHO TaK ke, HO BHYTPHU OBLI COBCEM He 10X0XK Ha ce0si. Horma
OHa YAWBIISIACh, TIOTOMY YTO [laXke €CJIA BHEITHE OH OBLT YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPOTO OHa XOPOILIO 3Halla,
BHYTPH OH OBLJI HE3HAKOMIIEM, KOTOPOTO OHA BHEJIA BIEPBHIE.

— YeMmy THI Tak ynuBnsembcs? Ecnu MBI - cynmpyzKeckasi Iapa, pa3Be MBI He 11eJI0BaIuCh ObI XOTS OB
pas?

[Tpu atux cnoBax [leppuKa, IPOU3HECEHHBIX CIIOKOWHO, [[2KyOuT B3APOrHya. M3-3a 3T0r0 ero
aclieKTa OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OH [€MCTBUTE/IHLHO OBbIJT HE3HAKOMIIEM C BHEIIHOCTHIO, C KOTOPOi OHa
Oblta 3HaKoMa. OHa OTKpHIIA POT, 3aUKasCh ¥ u3beras ero B3rIsAna.

— .41 emé He 1e10BaIach ¢ TOOOM.

— Yto0?

— 4 YXKe IroBOpHuJia, 4YTO HAlllKh OTHOIIEHU A OBLIN HEe OYeHb XOpouuMmu.

OHa cobupasnack IPUTBOPUTHCS CIIOKOMHOM, HO €€ T0I0C OB BOPUYIUBHIM. ITO OBIIIO TOTOMY, YTO OHA
He Oblla cYacCT/IMBa FOBOPUTH 00 UX OTYYKAEHHBIX OTHOILIEHUAX U3 €€ COOCTBEHHEIX yCT. E€ pasym
CO3HaBaJl, UYTO OH HUYET0 He 3HAeT, IIOTOMY UTO €€ MYXK IOTePSJI IaMsATh, HO €€ CEepALY ObUIO TPYLHO
TIOJTHOCTBIO IPUHSATH 3TOT aCIEKT.



ﬂeppI/IK IoOMOJI49aJI, CJIOBHO HE OXKHUIOasad TAaKOIr'O OTBETd, U CHOBa CIIPOCHII:

— Jlo cux IIOp TH HU pa3y He LiejioBajia MeHd?

IXKyouT egBa 3aMeTHO KuBHYIa. OHa C TPEBOTOM JK[Iajia, YTO OH CKAXKeT, HO BAPYT YCIIBIIIaIa 3BYK,
TIOXOXKWH Ha XUXUKAHbE.

— Ha camowm fiene, yeM Ooribliie g y3Ha10 0 HEM, TeM O0JbIlle OH ITOX0XK Ha TYIIOro yOIogKa.

Ero 6opMouymuii ronoc ObLT JOBOJIBHO TPYORIM.

— Yro?

— OTKpoO# pOT.

— YT0 THL... M-M!

IXXKynuUT MIMPOKO OTKPHLIA I'Ia3a, YAUBIEHHAS TeM, YTO TOJIBKO YTO IIPOMU30ILIO0, KorAa Jeppuk
BHE3aIHO nolesoBan e€. OHa cobuparnach yoexaTs, HO B Clleyiolllee MTHOBEHUE €T0 CUJIbHEIE PYKU
o0xBaTUM €€ 3a Tanuio. Vi3-3a pa3HuIlsl B pocte [IXKyAUT 3allpOKUHYIIa TOJIOBY.

YT0-TO MATKOE KOCHYJIOCH €€ HUXKHEH T'yOrl, a 3aTeM IIPOCYHYJIOCh MeXKAY IJIOTHO CKaTHIMU T'y6amu,
1meKoyda eé, Kak 0yaTo Komomach BHyTpu. OH X0Tes1, 4TOOBl OHa OTKPhUIa POT, HO [IKyOUT, KOTOpas
Oblla CUIBHO YOMBIIEHA U AyIlla KOTOPOH "yleTy4yusnach"”, HUKaK He MOTJIa 3aMEeTUTh eT0 CUTHAJIHL.

IeppuK He OTCTYIHUI, HECMOTPS Ha €€ OTBET, CXBAaTUJI €€ 3a TOHKWI MOJO0PO/IOK, a 3aTeM yMeJlo
TIOIIEBEITUT I3HIKOM. VX YOI CITUITUCE.

— Vx-x!

IXKyouT u3maja pe3Kuit CTOH OT CTPAHHOT'O OIIYIIEHUS, YTO €€ HUKHIOW I'y0y MpuKychBaiT. CTOH,
KOTOPHIM OHA CJIBIIIAajIa CBOMMHU yIllaMu, ObIT HACTOIBKO CTPAHHBIM, YTO OHA He MOTJjla JyMaTh O HEM
KakK 0 CBOEéM coOcTBeHHOM. Korfia eé ry0Onrl OTKPHUIMCH cCaMU COOO0M M3-3a TOT'0, UTO OHA M3[aja CTOH,
BJIaXKHAs Macca IJIOTH IPOHUKIIA BHYTPh €€ PTa, CKOJIb3S.

— H-mr, yx!..

OHa 1noJI0XKHuJla PYKH eMy Ha I'PyAb, YTOOB OTTONKHYTD €T0, ¥ €€ TabIlbl B3APOTHY/IH, YIUBIEHHEE
MYCKYJIUCTOH IIJIOTHIO, KOTOPYIO OHA IIOYYBCTBOBAJA 0] ero ofexkoi. OHa CJI0BHO IPUKOCHYIACh K
TBEPAOMY BaJIyHy, a HE K YeJIOBEYEeCKOMY Telly.



Cettyac OBLIIO HE BPEMS YOUBIISTHCS €70 MYCKYJIaM. A BCE TIOTOMY, YTO €T0 S3bIK, IPOHUKIIAN
BHYTpPB, KaK 3Mes, TIOIIeKOoTas el HE00 U Havyasl AyPaYyuThCS y HEE BO PTY.

Beku [[:KyOouT crerka 3afpoxkKasiy OT OLIYIIEeHUS OPOKU, KOTOPOEe OHa HCIbITajla BIEPBbIe B KU3HU.
Korpma oHa oTcTymua Ha3af, OLIYIEIBAs BCE BOKPYT PyKaMH, OH YIIOPHO IOCTIE0Ba 3a Hell. B
MT'HOBEeHHE OKa [[XKYIUT OKa3asach 3aKaTOM MEeXKIy CTEHON U MyXKeM.

TeM BpeMeHeM €€ POT, 3aHATHIM BJIaXKHBIM S3LIKOM [leppuKa, TO TYT, TO TaM CTpafall OT
"mputecHeHu". ET0 93bIK 3aMeTUJI MaJleHbKUH A3BIYOK [[KyAUT, KOTOPBIY MPSATAJICS B YLy, U PE3KO
Ha4uuJI TJIaguTh ero. Tesmo [IXKyauT OICTPO HAMPSTI0Ch OT BO30YKAAIOIIEero OIYIeHUS UX SI3bIKOB,
TPYWIHUXCS APYT 0 Apyra. E€ poT cTanm o4eHb YYBCTBUTEIBLHEIM, CJIOBHO IIPEBPATUIICS B 3POTEHHYIO
30HY.

— Yrax, norogu!.. - GEICTPO IIPOIIIENTAIA OHA, BOCIIOIb30BABIINCH [TAy30H.

Ho [IeppuK IpOUTHOPUPOBAJ €€ OTYASHHYIO IIPOCLOY U 3aCYHY 3K ele Ty0xKe, Kak 6yaTo
HaMepeBaJICsl MOCTaTh 0 €€ ropina. Kaxei pas, Korja OH II0BOPavyMBaJj rojIoBy, UX ropsyuee
IBIXaHUE CMEILIMBAJIOCH CO CIIFOHOM APYT Apyra. [Ipouuio MHOTO BpEMEHHM C TeX MOp, KaK UX
CKJI€eHHBIe T'yObl OBLTM ITPOIIUTAHE CITIOHOHN APYT ApyTa.

IxyouT OblIa "4MCTON" Ha IPOTSIXKEHUU BCel cBoel xku3Hu. E€ Mmyx, [leppuk Beiicui, Myxk4rHa,
KOTOPBIM BTOPI'CSA B €€ XXKU3Hb, ¥ KaK XOJIOOHBIM BETED SPOCTHO Ay MeXKOy HUMH, He aBajl el
HUKAaKOT'0 OIBITa B CEKCYa/IbHBIX KOHTAKTaXx.

9T0 03HAYAJIO, YTO ITO OBLI €€ IEePBEIH MOLETYH.

—...Y-ym!

Ilaxke KOoTfla OHa Ha4ala 3afbXxaThCs, [leppUK He IepecTaBal 1efioBaTh e€. HecMOTps Ha TO, UTO OHa
3armbixagach ¥ OTBOpayKBaja rojIoBy, OH HACTOMYMBO IIPOOJIKAJl HAKPHIBATh €€ T'YOB CBOMMH.

BHe3ammHo 4T0-TO HEOKUIaHHO IIPOCKOJIB3HYJIO MEXKYy HOT H}KYJII/IT 1 KOCHYJIOCBH €€ MHTUMHOI'0
MecTa. 9To OblJIa ero Hora.

OH BBIHYTI I3BIK, KOTOPHIH 10 3TOTO I'Py00 IIeBeNUIICS BHYTPU €€ pTa, U 00/113an ajblie TyO [IKyOUT,
Kak OyOTO eJT almeTUTHHIH QPYKT. [KyOuUT X0Tenoch yoexkaTh KyHna-HuOyab MOJAsIbIIe OT
HE3HAaKOMOTI'0 YyBCTBA, OXBATUBILETO BCE €€ TeJI0, M eT0 arPeCCUBHON SHEPTHUU.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsI eTro T'yOBl OTOPBAJIACh OT €€ T'y0 ¥ CHOBA [IBUHYIUCH BIIepEn. [IKymuT,
0CBOOOOUBINASCS OT HET0, HaNpsriaach, Kak OyATO paHO MM IIO3HO OH CeJIaeT 3TO CHOBA. ITO OBIIO
TIOTOMY, YTO II0CJIe TOTO, KaK €ro YyBCTBEHHBIE T'yOHl, KOTOPEIE, KaK OHA AyMasia, YHAYT XOTs OBl
HEHAMOJIr0, OTOOBHUHYIKCH B CTOPOHY, KOTHA OH IOTJIAMUII €€ TI0 IeKe, OHU CIYCTHUINCE K Oemomy
3aTHIIKY.



YTKHYBIIMCH HOCOM B €€ KOXKY M I'TyOOKO BOOXHYB, OH ITPOOOPMOTAJI I'0JIOCOM, ITOTHBIM KaTHOCTH:
— Xa-xXa, TBOM 3aIlax TaKoMu...

YV [IXyguT Mypaliky mo0exaiy 1o Koxe 0T MPUKOCHOBEHHUS ero OhIXaHus U r'y0, KOTOPEIe Kacalkuch
eé.

Bckope mocie 3Toro oH Hayas JIn3aTh €€ HEXKHYIO KOXKY.
— JleppHUK, CTOM, OCTAHOBUCH!..

IXynuT, y KOTOPOH IIyTaIuCh MBEICIHM OT BHE3AIMHO BO3HUKINIEH CUTyalUH, IIOCIEIIHO OTTOIKHYTIa
ero.

PacTpénaHHBIN Hapsi, ero HOr'M, KOTOPhe OBIIN 3aKaThl MEX[Y €€ MIPOMEKHOCThIO, U OIIyIIeHHeE,
KOTOPO€e HeCKOJIbKO HEOCO3HAHHO BHI3HIBAJIO ¥ HEE MypaAIlIKX. BCE 9TO BHI3HIBAJIO ¥ HEE YYBCTBO
CTHIIA W BOJIHEHUS.

[Toka [Ixxymnut 60pojiach, HaMepeBasCh BEIPBATLCA OT HETO, OHa IOTepsjia PaBHOBECHE U yIIaja Ha
nos. Ho HecuaCTHBIY Clly4all He ITPOU30LIENT U3-3a TOTO, YTO OH KPEIKO fiepKaJl e€ 3a TaJluio.

BMmecTo TOro 4TOOH OTOOBUHYTHCS OT HEE, OH €IlE Kperyue MpuxkKaics K Hell ¥ CUJIbHO YKYCHUJTI e€ 3a
mero. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa X0OJIOf, OLIyIIeHKe, KakK OYITO e€ Kycasl AUKUYN 3BEPE.

— Her... Croi!

OuryiieHue, 9YTO OHA TOXOPOHEHA B MACCUBHOM MYXKCKOM TeJle, BEI3bIBAJIO CTPaX, KOTOPOI'o OHA
HUKOTZa He MCIBITHIBAJIA 3a BCIO CBOIO XKH3Hb. BO3MOXKHO, UMEHHO ITO3TOMY CHJIa, KOTOpas Jaxe He
Obllla cpaBHUMA C TOM, 4TO OBbIJIa paHbllle, ITPOSBUIIACH B HEH, U €ii efiBa yalioCh OTTOJIKHYTD €T0.
IKyOouT, 4bs TPy[ab IOMHUMAJIACh U OITyCKajach BMECTe C TSXKEJBIM ObIXaHUEeM, IIOCMOTpPesIa Ha Hero
¥ BHE3AITHO UCITyTalach.

— TBou, TBOM rnasa...
Ha aT0T pa3 oHa SICHO pa3rnisfesa ux.

Ero rmna3a Oblu IpeKpPAcHHI, KaK [paroleHHble KaMHM, HO TaKxKe OBUIM CTPaHHO allbIMM, KakK OyaTo
OHM OBIITY HAIIOTHEHHBI KPOBBIO.
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