YcrpiiaB OT HETO 3TH HEOXUIAHHEBIE CIIOBa, [IKYIUT IOCIENIHO OTHSIA PYKY OT I'y0. TONMbKO moce
3TOT0 CJI0BO "BO3MOXKHOCTR" IOCTHUTIIO €€ YIIEH.

— B03MOXKHOCTD I MEHS?..
— 41 TOBOPIO 0 BO3MOXKHOCTH CHEJIaTh IPEEMHUKA.

B 5TOT MOMEHT B rojioBe y [IXKyOUT CcTaso nycTo. BO3M0OXKHO, 3TO OBIIO 04EBUIHO IO BEIPAKEHUIO €€
nUIla, Koraa BuHCEH, KOTOPBIA CMOTPEIT Ha He€, CIIOKOMHO TOTATUBAs Yal, moOaBUII:

— IToueMy THI Tak yauBeHa? [IXKyOuUT, pa3Be 3TO He TO, YeTO Thl CJIBHO X0Yellh?

— 9T0... ITO TaK, HO...

[Tocne cmepTu MyxKa [XKyouT 6€CIOKOUIO OIHO - OTCYTCTBHE HACJIeOHUKA. JTO IIPaBHa, YTO OHU He
I0JIb30BAJIUCh OMHOM CIIaJbHEW U He [epKau OPYyT Opyra 3a PYKH ¢ MOMeHTa cBagbOnl. TeM He
MeHee, OHA YyBCTBOBasa cebs OMyCTOIIEHHON, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 3HAJa, YTO 9TO HE TO, YETO
CTOHT JKeJlaTh.

axe ecnu apucTtokpatudeckas Monogas Jlenu BhIIET 3aMyXK B IPYTYIO CEMBIO U CTAHET Jlenu 3ToU
CeMbH, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, 4YTO €€ CyIIeCTBOBaHKEe He MOXKeT OCTaThCs B 9TOU CeMbe HaBcerga. IToatomy
YTO y HUX OBUIM OTHOIIEHUS, B KOTOPHIX OHU B JII000M MOMEHT MOTJIX CTaTh YyXKUMH, IIPOCTO
Pa3BECTHUC.

EmuHCTBEHHEHIH CIIOC00, KOTOPEIM JIemu Morjia IOJTHOCThIO IPHHAMIekaTh CeMbe, - 3TO UMEeTh
HaCJIeTHUKA, KOTOPBIA POAMIICS C KPOBBIO CEMbH. ITO HOJIKHO OBITIO 3aJI0KUTh OCHOBY KPOBHEIX V3 B
CEMbE ¥ YKPEIIUTh e€ I0JI0KEeHHe.

Ha camowm ferne, Bo BpeMst MOXOPOH [leppHuKa JI0OK YTellaad e€ B OCHOBHOM TeM, YTO Y HUX HET
IpeeMHUKa. ITO ObIJIO CBUAETEILCTBOM TOT'0, YTO APYTHe apUCTOKPATEI B CTOIUIE OBLIHN TTTyOOKO
00€CIIOKOEHEL 3TUM aCIIEKTOM.

— TTouemy 0wl TEOE HE OMPOOOBATE €I1I€ pPa3?

BuHCeH TakXke ITOHMMAJI, YTO OTHOLIEHUS MEeXOy HUMH ObITA He Tak YK xoporu. [ToaTomy ero
T'0JIOC, HAINENTHIBABIINM €f 0 TOM, YTOOHI OHa BOCITOIb30BalaCh aMHe3uel [lepprKa, 3aCTaBUII €€
IIOYYBCTBOBaTh TOJIOBOKPYKeHMe, KakK OyATO €€ UCKYyIIas AbSBOII.

AnneiT: [lToporox aBToOp, MHE OY€Hb HPABUTCS TBOS IIPEJIIOOUS.

Ho MoxkeT nu 3Ta 3aiaya OBITh JIETKO OCYIEeCTBUMOM? [IepPUK IOTEPSJI CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO ITaMSTh,
HO pa3Be OHA He IIOMHUT BCE, YTO IIPOU30IIIIO MEXKAY HUMH, KOTa OHU OBbIJIA KEHaTH?

HecmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OBIIIO 0YEBUAHO, UTO [IePPHUK CTajl COBEPIIEHHO APYTUM YeJI0BEKOM, YeM [0
TOTO, KaK OH YMep, OHa BCE elllé UYyBCTBOBaJia THEB U Opyrue Mofno0HbIe 9MOLIKMK BpeMs OT BpEMEHH,
KOTZla OHa BHIEJIa ero JIUI0, ¥ e€ pa3yM BCIIOMHUHAJI MIPOIIJIOe, Iie BCE L0 He TakK xopoiro. Ho, kak



OBl TO HU OBIJIO, OHA He MOTIJIa U3JINTh CBOM I'HEB Ha MyZXKa, KOTOpI:IIZ B MAHHBIM MOMEHT HUUYETO He
IIOMHHIJI, ITIO3TOMY OHA IIOCTOSIHHO yCIIOKaXWBalld ce0s.

CmaThb BMecCTe...

3aKOHYMB UX KOpOTKPIfI Pa3roBOp 1 OTOCIIAaB BunceHa momon, H}KYI[I/IT IIOrpy3uiiaChb B CBOX MEICJIHN H,
BOUOA B 0COOHSK OJHa, BHE3aIlHO 3a0eCIIoOKOMIIach.

BrionHe eCTeCTBEHHO, YTO CYNpyXkKecKas Iapa OelUT OfHY CIlalbHI0, 0COOEHHO €CITU Y HUX €CTh
HaMepeHMe 3aBeCTH HacnenHUKa. KoHeuHo, oHM OyAyT AeTUTh HE TOJIBKO OOHY CIAJbHIO, HO ¥ OOHY
KpoBaTh. Ml UM NMpUAETCS YacTO 3aHUMAThCS CEKCOM, IT0Ka OHa He 3abepeMeHneeT. OHa 4yBCTBOBasla
ce0s1 HeJlIOBKO 0e3 BCSIKOUM IIPUYUHEI, JaXke eCJId BCE, 0 YEM OHA TOJIBKO YTO AyMasia, ObII0 Y4eM-TO
TEOPETUYECKUM, YETO OHA HUKOTHA He MCIBITHIBAIA.

Cenyac camoe MOAOXOoasIlee BpeMs.

Borbine Bcero eé 6eCIIOKOUIN ero "BHIXOJKHU", M3-3a KOTOPHIX [IpyTas XKeHI[HHa Morja
3abepeMeHeTh, a OHa 00 3TOM He 3Hasa. K cyacThio, 4To OBl HU CIYYUIIOCH, OH HOJIKEH ObLI JepXKaTh
cebs B pyKax, IIOCKOJIBKY 3a ABa rofa ux Opaka HUYEro momo0HOTo He ITPou301iio. M BCE ke OHa He
MOTJIa YCIIOKOUTH CBOM B3BOJTHOBaHHBIN YM.

Y ecnu yXK Ha TO IIOIIJIO, TIOCTOSTHHBIE BCTPe4Yu Myxka ¢ CunbBuel Balipes TONMbKO YCUTTHBAIH €€
TpeBory. Ecnu CunbBus Baiipesnn miaHUpyeT 3a4aTh OT Hero pe0eHKa, To moyoxkeHue [IXKyauT
CTaHEeT YeM-TO, YTO MOXKeT OhITh 1erkKo oTHATO. C CunbBuel Baiipesn B ronoBe, €€ cepflie CTano
HeTepHenuBHM 6e3 MPUYUHEL. B TOo BpeMs Kak oHa 0eCrokKouiack 00 3TOM, YTO-TO, O YEM OHA
OymeT m03Xke COoXKaJseThb, NeUCTBUTEILHO MOTJIO TPOU30UTH. [Ipu 3TOM MbIC/H [IXKYOUT CMOTIa
TIOJIOKUTH KOHEIl CBOMM TPEBOTAM.

X % x

Yepes noBa yaca nocie yxona BunceHa [IKyOuT CIyCTHTIACH B CTOJIOBYIO K YKUHY, YOeIUIach, 94TO
CTYJI HAallpOTHB HEEé OYEeMY-TO ITyCT, ¥ CKJIOHUIIA TOJIOBY HabOK.

— I'me mMoii MyX? - cripocuia OHa, IIpexkzae 4YeM CeCTh Ha CTYJI, ¥ ClIyXkKaHKa, KoTopasd IlofaBaja efny,
OBICTPO OTBETHIIA.

— 41 coobmuna €My, 9TO YZKHUH I'OTOB, HO OTBE€TA OT HETO HEe II0CIIeJ0Ballo.

CtpanHo.

9T0 OBLIIO YTO-TO CTPaHHOE. 3a MOCIEeNHIO He[ellio OH HU pa3y He u3beras ux Tpamne3bl 1 0OBIYHO
TIEPBHIM CITYCKaJICSI BHU3 M KOajl €€ ¢ 6eCCThIIHOM YIBI0OKOM Ha nuile. [IKyouT IIOCMOTPesNa Ha
IIyCTOE MECTO OTCYTCTBYIOIIMM B3TJISAOM, a 3aTeM IIOBEPHYJIACh B CTOPOHY BXOfla B CTOJIOBYIO.



— 4 HOﬁHy K HEMY B KOMHATY M IIOTOBOPIO C HUM CaMa, TaK 4YTO 3aKaHYMBakl I'OTOBUThH HaM eny.

— Ia, ManmaM.

OHa BBIIIJIA U3 CTOJIOBOM U, CTJIOTHYB CJIIOHY, IIOIIIA Ha BTOPOM 3Tax. [IKYOUT TOJILKO YTO IMPHHSIA
peleHre OTHOCUTEIBHO UX COBOKYIIJIEHUS B CITaJbHE, O YEM OH [IOBOJILHO YacTo HamoMuHan. OHa
OCO3HaBaja TOT (aKT, YTO OHU JOJIKHEI OBIIH CIIATh BMECTE TaK WX HHA4Ye Pagd TOr0, YTOORI
3aMMeTh IPeeMHHUKA.

Ho mocye Toro, Kak oHa yIia OT BUHCeHa, 0Ha He CMOTJIa BCTPETUTHCS C HUM. DTO OBIIIO TOTOMY,
YTO Y HEE He XBAaTUJIO CMEJIOCTH BCTPETUTHCS C HUM JIMIIOM K JIMITY, TIOCKOJIBKY BO3OEUCTBHE OT UX
TIEPBOTO TIOIEIYsI CUIILHO 3aTSHYJIOCh. BCIKMIA pas3, KOTr[a OHA BCIIOMHMHAJA OIIYIIeHUe 3TOT0
CTPAHHOTO TIOIeNTys, OHA He MOTJjla CIIPaBUTLCS € 000, Tak KakK eé cepalle 6elleHo KOJIOTUIOCh.

3a OKHOM IIOTEMHEJIO, ¥ BCE BOKPYT IIOTYCKHEeIO. JIaMIThl, BUCEBIIME Ha CTeHaX KOPUIOPa, OCBeIlay
UHTEPLEP 0COOHSIKa. MOs 1Mo efBa pa3nuuYrMOMY KOPHIOPY, OHA BCIIOMHUIIa KPACHEIE T7la3a MyXa,
OTYero 10 CIUHE y Heé 6e3 BCIKON IPUYKMHE ITpobexkasa X0JI0mHAsT TPOXKb.

VHTepecHO, 4TO 3TO OBIIO?

OHa He MOrJjia CUUTaTh 3TO "UIIT03uen". ITU pafyKKU U3MEHUJIA CBOU IIBET HA TEMHO-KpacHH. OHa
momKHa Oblyla IIPOCTO CIIPOCUTH €T0 eIll€ pa3, KOrfa OH YKIIOHUJICS OT OTBETa Ha e€ BOIPOC. Y HEE He
OBLTIO Ha 9TO BPEMEHH, TaK KaK BCE IIPOU30IIIIO TaK BHE3AIHO U 3a TaKOe KOPOTKOE BpeMs.

MEI BMECTe CIIyCTHMCS B CTOJIOBYIO, U 51 HOJIZKHA KOCBEHHO CIIPOCHUTE €ro 009TOM, - BTallHe
TITaHUPOBAJIa OHA.

[Tomoiips K ero Ka6I/IHeTY, OHa OCTOPOZKHO IIOCTy4Yalla B IBEPE. Kak u cka3ana ClIy2KaHKa, U3HYTPH
OHa He YyCJIbIlIajia HUKaKOIro OTBETa.

— Jleppuk.

OHa mocTyuarsa elé pas, Ho OTBeTa He 1ocienoBasno. Ecnu Ol oHa Oblna CIy:KaHKOM, OHa OBl yIIIa,
HO [IXynut Obiyia X03s1KoM [Joma, 1 oHa 0e3 KojiebaHui B3syIach 3a JBEPHYIO PYUYKY U ITOBEPHYIIA €€,
KaK ero JKeHa.

— 4 ceriyac Boumy.

OOBSIBUB 3TO B CIIOKOMHOW MaHEepe, OHa OCTOPOXKHO OTKPhLIa iBeph. OHa 3aMeTHIa eMUHCTBEHHYIO
JlaMIly, 3aKKEHHYIO B eT0 KabuHeTe, HO He I0YyBCTBOBaJIa HUKAKOI0 IPACYTCTBUS B KOMHATE.
TémHas KoMHaTa co3faBaa atMocdepy, KoTopas Oblla HECKOIBKO MPadyHOM.



IXymuT BOIIIa, 3aKPhiyIa 3a COO0H [BEPh U OTJIsAmennach. XOTs MPH TYCKIOM CBETE€ MOXKHO OBITIO
PA3TUYUTh IPEeIMEeTH], BHYTPY KaOKWHETa HUKOTO0 He Obio. E€ Horu 6ecco3HaTeNbHO MOIIIH B
CTOPOHY €ro CIla/JIbHH, KOTOpas Obljla COelMHEeHa C ero KaOMHEeTOM.

YT0 Xe MHe [eJlaTh, €CJIH eTr0 TaM HeT?

IXKyOuT B OTYASTHUM OTKPbUIa OOJIBIIYIO IBEPh CIAJIbHH.

B ero crmanbHe OBIIO TeMHee, 4YeM B KaOuHeTe. EMMHCTBEHHBIM HCTOYHHKOM CBeTa Oblla JIaMIIa,
BHCEBIIIas 3a OKHOM. [ToueMy-To BHYTPY KOMHATH ObIJIO X0JI0mMHO. He Oyoy4Yu B COCTOSTHMY SICHO
BUOETb, YTO BHYTPH, OHA HAXMypPHUJIach, IIOKA He 3aMeTusa KOTr0-TO, CUSIIEro Ha IOy,
IIPUCJIOHUBIIKUCH CIIMHOM K KPOBATH.

— Ieppuk?

B aTo0# crtanbHEe MOT OBITH TOJIBKO OOUH YenoBeK. E€ coOCTBeHHBIN MyK. HecMOTpst Ha TO, UTO OHA
HepelIuTeIbHO [T03Bajla ero, 0Ha Oblla yBepeHa, YTO 9TO OH, M03ToMYy [IXKYAUT IOIIa TyAa, ITie OH
cupgesn. B aTOT MOMEHT e€ HOra Ha 4YTO-TO HACTYIIXJIa, U OHa yCJIbIIIana TPeCK.

ITO eImé 4To Takoe?

OHa 110X0 BUfieNla B TEMHOTE, II03TOMY HaKJIOHHMJIACh U ToIapuia 1o nony. OHa o6Hapyxuia
OCTpBIY TPEOMET, OCKOJIOK OT pa30UTON PaMHL.

— Ilouemy 3To0...

IXXynuT, YbY T7Ia3a y2Ke MPUBLIKIN K TEMHOTE, Obl/1a MopaXkKeHa [0 ryOuHHb aymu. Kak u cTexIo,
MHOK€CTBO OCKOJIKOB OBIIO pa30pocaHo IOYTH IOBCIOAY Ha IOIy. TO OBUIO yXKacHOe 3peulle, Kak
Oynro TaidyH OymeBan 1o Bcelt KOMHaTe. [IXKYOUT OTJI0XKUIIA B CTOPOHY OCKOJIKM ¥ OBICTPO MOMIOIIIa
K HeMy.

— Te1 B mopsaake? YTo 3a 4epTOBIIKHA... Kbs!

B TOT MOMEHT, KOr[la OHa OTJITHYJIach Ha XaoC BOKPYT He€, OHa BCKPUKHYJIA OT YOUBJIEHUS OT CUJIH,
KOTOpPasl CXBaTuja U MOTSHYJIA €€ 3a 3alsiCThe.

Bym.

TonbKo mociie TOro, KaK OHa yIasna, OHa IOHsJIa, YTO yIlajia Ha ero KpoBaTh. [[KYOUT, YbE€ TEJIO BCE
elné OblI0 BO30YKIeHO, mobiefHeNa IPU BUle YEPHOTO CUITy3Ta, IPUOABUBIIETO €€,



JIu1o, KOTOPOE BCKOPEe CTaJio BUOHO B TYCKJIOM CBeTe, IpUHAMJIeXkano eé Mmyxy [Ieppuky. Ho ox
OTJIMYAJICS OT IIPUBEIYHOTO €T0 BHEIIHETo Buia. ETo ria3a CIOBHO MOTEPSITH GOKYC, U 3TO 3aCTABUIIO
eé cepare HeyMOJIMMO 3a0UThCS OT OE€CIIOKOMCTBRA.

— M-m!

E€ TpeBoru HuKorma He Oblid OeCrioYBeHHBIMU. ET0O mpoxKalnue Iita3a YyBCTBOBAJIM, YTO OH
TIOCTEIIeHHO NMPUOINKaeTCs K Hel, U BCKOPe II0CJIe 3TOTO OH "Moxpan" e€ TyObl ODHUM MaXoM.
IXKyOouT B3OPOTrHYJia ¥ Hayasla BEIPHIBAThCS, HO OH CXBATHUJI €€ 3a 3allSICThs U MpUXKaJ K KpoBatu. OH
OBLI TaK CUJIEH, YTO €U IT0Ka3asiock, Oy[ATO €€ 3aKOBa/Iu B MeTalll.

— Vrx! [lep... puk! 4ro... Xa-a!

Kak TONbKO OHa OTKPHIZIa POT, YTOOB! BRIPA3UTh IIPOTECT, €T0 CKOIb3KUH SI3BIK TPOHUK BHYTPb.
IKyOoWUT He HaXOOWJIa CJIOB U CTUCHYJIA MaJIbIlbl, KOTA €r0 S3bIK CKOJIb3HYII 10 €€ 3y6aM U MPOIIEICS
110 HEOY, CJIOBHO ILI[eKOYa €ero.

— Cro... cTOMH!..

IKyOuT 130 BCEX CUJI ITBITAJIaCh BEIPBATHCS, HO Obl/Ia IIOpaXkKeHa HeM3BECTHRIM OIIYIIEHUEM,
YKpPagKO¥ MOMHUMAIOIIUMCS OT KOHYUKOB €€ MablieB. 3aTeM. 3aTeM Bo30yXKmaromiee 4yBCTBO,
HETIOCTUXKUMOE [IJIS €€ pa3yMa, Hauajlo pa3XkKuraTh XKap B e€ TeJe.

Paccynok OBICTPO TTOKUHYII €€, a TeJI0 MeJIeHHO OKYTHIBAlIO HacnaxpaeHue. Eit Ka3anocs, 4To eé
pa3yM u TeJylo OeNCTBYIOT pa3feNbHo. [[KyauT MogyMasa, 9YTo TO, UTO MMPOU30IUI0 B ero KabuHeTe
paHbIlle, TIOBTOPSIETCS, ¥ MOUYBCTBOBAA, KAK 110 CIIMHE MPO0ekKaTid MypPalIKH.

OH, KOTOpBIN SPOCTHO MOXKHUPAJ eé ry0rl, KaK OyATO XKeBaJl ALY, IIOBEPHYJI €€ TOJIOBY U Havall
CIIyCKaThCA HUXKe. [[2KyOUT COBEPIIEHHO OLIElIeHesIa OT ero MOBeJeH s, KOrga OH JIU3HYJI ee IIek0 U
IPUKYyCUJ Knouuiy. HecMoTpsl Ha e€ KaMeHHOe COCTOsSHUe, [JeppuK IPOJoIKal CIIyCKaThCA Aaslblile
0e3 BCAIKOM IMay3kl. BCKOpe ero BOIOCH 3allleKoTanu rpyab [IKyauT. B 3TOT MOMEHT e€ BHE3aIIHO
OXBATHUJ CTPaX, ¥ OHA COBEPIIEHHO 3a0bla, KaK [HIIIATh.

— ...Ax!

I eppuK MPUKYCUIT COCOK, KOTOPHIHM OpocasiCcs B rla3a MOBEPX €€ OfeXkKAbl. 3aTeM OH YTKHYJICS JIUI[OM
el B TPYMb U BEICYHYIT SI3BIK, KPYy2Ka BOKPYT €€ cocka. Y eé cOCOK pe3Ko 3aTBEPE, TOTHOCTHIO
IIPOIIUTAHHBIN €T0 CITIOHOM.

— V-y-y... X-X-X-X.

E€ 3penue nobeneno oT BO30YKAAOIIEr0 OLUIYIeHNs, KOTOPOE OHA UCIIHITHIBAJIA BIIEPBHIE B XKU3HY,
KOTOpPOe OBIJIO IPYTHUM, BO3MOXKHO, flaxke 0ojiee CUIIbHBIM, ITOCTIE UX TI0oIeNys. E€ HOTH, KOTOphie



OBbLTM Pa3OBUHYTH U TIOMEIEHbl MEeXKIy ero HoraMmu, u3BuBanuch. FOOKa eé mmaThs Oblyia 3aKaTaHa OT
ero OBUKEHUM 00 TaKO# CTeleHu, YTO ObIIM BUOHEI €€ UKPHI, HO [IJKyOUT He 3aMeTHa 3TOro, Tak Kak
€€ BHUMaHue ObIJI0 IIOJTHOCTBHI0 COCPENOTOYEHO Ha OLIYIIEeHUH, UCXOAIIEeM OT €€ IPyAU, KOTopast
cTajia OueHb YyBCTBUTEIILHOM.

IeppuK MU3HYI €€ COCKY, APa3Hs UX S3LIKOM, KOTOPHIHM OB TAKUM K€ HaCTOMYMBHIM, KaK U €ro
B3IJISI, ¥ HEXKHO IMMPUKOCHYJICS K HUM. [[KYIOUT II0O4YBCTBOBAaJIa BO30YyKIeHUEe OT Kpas 00KU 1
IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa MypaIllKu 10 BceMy Tenry. KoHeuHo, 3Tu MypallKky OB CKOpee OT yIOBOJIbCTBUS,
yeM OT JuckKomdopTa.

— Ax-xr, ax!..

OH TOJI0KU PYKH IIPSIMO Ha BEPXHIOIO YaCTh €€ IJIaThsd ¥ HOTPOHYJICS 0 HUX IIOBEPX OJEeXKIH,
YyBCTBYS ce0s HEYIOBIETBOPEHHKIM. YBUEB 3T0, [IKyauUT yOpasa ero pyKy 1 MOCIENIHO
OTTOJIKHYIA.

— Xa, npekparu... [Touemy TH Tak cebst Beemb?!

— 41 xe roBopun Tebe, 4TO OBITIO OBI JTy4llle, eCiu OBl MBI II€PECIIaj PaHbIlle, KOT{la TOBOPUIK 00
3TOM.

— YTO THI TOBOPHUIIIL?

EnmBa cyMeB OCTaHOBUTE €r0 T'yObI, KOTOpPble COOMPAKCH 1IeJI0BATh €€ TaK, KaK eMy
3abnaropaccynourcs, [IXKyouT IpoBepHIa ero 3payky U yBHUeIa, YTO OHU He B ¢okyce. [TouemMy-To
ero COCTOsTHHE OBLTO cTpaHHEIM. OHA, Y KOTOPO# OBIJI0 YYBCTBO KPU3KMCA, MTOHSTA, YTO celyac He
caMoe TOOXOMsIIee BpeMsi [JIsi 3TOT0, TIO9TOMY OHA BCTajla C KPOBATH U IIOBEPHYIIACH.

Ho mpexpe yeM OHa yCIieNla 9TO CHejlaTh, OH CXBATUII €€ 3a Ta/Inio, ¥ OHa CHOBA OKa3ajach Ha TOM
JKe MecCTe, I'Tie jexaria.

— Heppuk!

Tonoc [IXKyOuT, TO JIX MOTHBIA MOJIBOBI, TO JIM YIIPEKA, 9XOM OTIABAJICS B IPOXJIAQHON CIIajIbHE.
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