Bcé Temo [IKymuT mpoxKaio, a B 6e3qpIXaHHOM I'PyIU YyBCTBOBaIACh CIa00CTh, TPOHU3KIBAIOIIAS BCE
Teno. E€ myx u cuia pacTasiiu BMecTe C KyJIbMUHALueH u 6ojiee He BEPHYIUCh. B oTmuymu oT
Ixynut, [leppuK BCE TaKkKe XUITHO CMOTPEIT Ha He€, C2KUMaJl I'PyIb U IIeJI0Bal COCKH, OYITO BOBCE
HE YYBCTBOBAJ UCTOIEHHUS.

IeBymKa 6eCTIOMOIIIHO TONKHYJIAa er0 B TPyMb, HO 6€3yCIIelIHo.

)k

Bce IIepeXnuBaHuA H}KYI[I/IT I10 IIOBOAOY HX OTHOINIEHUM He ObLIN HaIlIPpACHEI. HeppI/IK, Ka3aJIOoCh,
Oosics IIOTEPATH 2KEHY U TOCKOBAI II0 Heli, Korha OHU OblTu He BMecTe. U OHeM, 1 HOYbI0, KaK
TOJIBKO Y HET'O BEIlaBaJlaCh CBO6OJIHEI$I MHHYTKaQ, OH TyT XK€ TallliJI JEeBYIIKY B CIIAJIbHIO.

Ero aprymeHTaIus Bcerfa BHIUTPHIBAJIa: 3TO He TOJIBKO [JIs HEr0, HO U paAy XeJlaHus caMou
[IXKynouT.

Ka}KJIYIO HOYEL M3 CIIaJIbHHU pa3daBaJINCh B3JOXH U CTOHHI:

— Ax... [Ia! Croii...

HeBaxkHo, Bo uTo Obla ofieTa [IXKyouT, e€ Geyas KoxKa, KOTOpasi TapMOHUYHO IIepeIuBaiach B
JIYHHOM CBeTe, co3faBas 00pa3 HEBUHHOTO aHTea. A KpaCHBIe MSITHA OT TOIETyeB MpUoaBalu
00pa3y MUKaHTHOCTb.

IeppuK Kycan eé Bcerfa U Be3fie, C TOMOBH [0 CTOI. [[XKYAUT Ke He MOTrJjla TepPIeTh 3TO, U3BUBASICh
Ha KpOBaTH KaxX/bIM pa3, MbITasCh CKPHITHCSA OT I'y0. Ho BCE 3TO Ka3anoch HallpacHBIM, Beb OH
YCMUPSIT XKEHY JIOBKUM [IBUXKEHUEM PYKH, IIPUTSITUBAS Ty 3a TaJHUIo K cebe.

Tak Kak [IXKyauT caMa U3bsBUTIA XKeJlaHue UMeTh peOEHKa, OHa ycIesia CTO pa3 MoxKaieTb 06 3TOM.

— Ecnu THI Gyens BEIPHIBATLCS U yOeraTh, MHE TPUAETCS Tebs CBSA3aTh, - OH HE YIyCKall HU eUHOM
BO3MOXKHOCTb II0Ka3aTh CBOM CaIUCTCKUE 3aMalllky BO BCEU Kpace.

Hecmortps Ha To, uTo [IKymuT Bena cebs 6oree MOKIaAUCTO U PAaCKPENOUEHHO B CPAaBHEHUH C
TIEPBBIM Pa30M, [leppuKy 1 3TOT0 OBIZI0 Mo, TO3TOMY OH KaXK[blil pa3 U3BOAUII CYIIPYTY JaCKaMHu.
OH 710BUJI IEBYIIKY ¥ ITPOBOAUII C HEW BPEMS B IIOCTEJH IO CAMOTO PAcCBETA, O MOMEHTa, KOrfa eé
Baranuiie OyoeT U3HHEIBATh OT KOJIMYECTBA CeKCa, a HOru OymyT HaCTOIbKO YCTABIIMMH, YTO OHA
IIPOCTO HE CMOZKET BCTATh C KPOBATH.

I>XyOuT OTKpPHLIA T71a3a, YCHIIaB mebeTaHue ITHI 3a OKHOM ¥ U3[ajia KPSIXTSILINH CTOH,
TIOYYBCTBOBAB OHEMeBIlIee TeJl0. Majo-moMay, OHa CMOTJIa IPUIOOHSATHCS, HO KaXkK/Aas 4acCTh Tella
M3HbIBaJIa OT 00/IM U HAMPsiKeHus1, 6YOTO Buepa oHa mpobekana MapadoH.



W3-3a TUIIKHLL B KOMHATe [[KyOUT OgyMalla, YTO OHA OfHA, OfHAKO, OTJISIEBIINCh, 3aMeTHIIa
Ieppuka Ha mogokKoHHMUKE. OH OB OFET B JIETKYIO OJEXKAY B OTJIMYUU OT caMoy [[KymuT.

9TOT mel3ax yxke ObUT 3HAKOM eli. [[eppuK Kaxk[oe yTpo CHOeN Ha MONOKOHHUKE, NOXKUAASACh
O’bEMaA KEHHI, ¥ YUTaJ IHUChMa, KOTOPHIE, MOIKHO OBITh, MOCTaBUIa KapMeH.

CeropHs BCE OBIIO TaKXKe, KaK ¥ 00BIYHO, OHAKO JIMIIO €T0 Ka3aJI0Ch BEChbMa CEPhE3HBIM.

— J:[eppI/IK'? - II0O3BaJlla €ero H}KYJII/IT. Co CTOPOHEI OHA BHITJIAAEJIA, KaK IIIIINOH, KOTOpBII7I Ha6mo;1aeT 3a
MyZKeM n30ajieKa 1 HU4ero He rOBOPUT, IIEITASACh CKPBITHCA.

MyxunHa 6e3 yIUBI€HUS IIOBEPHYJI K HEY rojoBy, OYATO 3HaN, YTO OHa yKe IIPOCHynack. Korga ux
B3TJIABI BCTPETUINCH, OH MeJIEHHO OIIYCTHUJICS C TIOOKOHHMKA U IOMOIIEIN K KPOBaTH.

OH nykaBo yNBIOHYJICS, IpUXKai [IXKyauT K cebe U MOJI0KUI Ha KpOBaTh. [leByIIKa UCIYTaHHO
OTBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY, IPUAYMBIBAS IYTH K OTCTYIJIEHUIO:

— Crott! 4 6omnbie He MOTY!

— A g BCE elllé TOoJIOOHBIH. ..

— Ecru TH TPOHOKUIID B TOM XK€ IyXe, 5T MpocTo yMpy! - [IXKyIUT OTBETUIA EMY BeChMa PE3KO0, HO
Ieppuxk, Ka3anoch He 00paTUil Ha €€ TOH HUKaKOr0 BHUMaHUSs, HAIIPOTUB - €r0 9TO 3aUHTEPECOBAJIO.

On IIPUKYCHUII KOHYHK IIaJiblla JEBYIIKH. HeCMOTpH Ha TOM, 4YTO 3TO JIMIIb YEJIOBEYECKHE 3Y6I:>I,
,]:[}KYJII/IT Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OH CJIOBHO XHUIIHBIN 3BEPE.

— 0-0-0... Mos KeHa MOXKeT yMepeTs?

BHeszanHO ero PYyKa 3aCKOJIb3UJia I10 I''TaAKUM 6ex[paM.

— W BCé nmumb u3-3a MOEro rojona?

IXyouT BceMu CIioco6aMu IhITanach ero OTTONKHYTh, B TO BpeMs Kak [[eppHuK, Ka3anoch, XOTell
ChecTb €€ 3a oguH yKyc. OqHAKO B JBEPH MOCTYYallH. ..

TopHUYHAas, BollleIIas B KOMHATY, CKa3aa:

— Mapam, nucbMo IpuIIo u3 MmmnepaTopckoro [IBopiia, - OHA B CIEIIKe IMOOIIIa K KPOBAaTH U
TI0JIOXKHUJIa TOKYMEHT Ha TyMOOUKy, [I:KyAUT XKe MPUKPHIIAch OIEesijIOM U OTTONKHYMa [leppuka
nofasnbliiie oT cebs, TyCTO KpacHes.



T'opHMYHAsS UCKOCa MocMoTpena Ha ['ocioguHa. ATMocdepa, Kak ¥ TOBOPUIIM OPYTUE CIIYTH, CHIILHO
M3MEHUIach MeXIy CyIpyraMu. B ero riasax BUOHEIOCh OTYETIUBOE KejTaHrue OIIM30CTH C XKEHOH,
3TO MOKHO OBIJIO TOHSITH HEBOOPYKEHHBIM B3TJISIOM.

BHe3amHas mepeMeHa B OTHOIIEHUSX 00BSICHSIIACh BECbMA JIOTHYHO: CYIIPYyTa, IOTEPSBIIAsT MyXKa,
Oblyia B OTYasTHUM, U KOTa OH BHE3AITHO BOCKPEC, B HEW MTPOCHYIUCH TEMJIbIe YYBCTBA... A YTO [0
IeppuKa, OH, BEPOSITHO, TOTEPSIJT IAMSTh.

Mexny HuMHU OblNIa TaKas Oypsl 9MOIUHM, CJIOBHO OHM HOBOHCIIEYEHHEIE JTIOOOBHUKHU, CTPACTh KOTOPHIX
HUKAaK He yTuxHeT. [Jaxe ceiyac Ha 6J1eJHON KOXKe, eJie IIPUKPHITON OflesiIOM, BUTHEINCH KPACHbIe
nsTHA. [leppuk yOUMCTBEHHO ITOCMOTPE Ha TOPHUYHYIO, KOTOPas Cpa3y Xke MOCIeIlnIa VIaauThCs,
a1 60jlee He MelaTh CynpyraMm. MyK4uHa IIPOCIeOuI 3a IyTEM [EeBYIIKY, ITOKUOAIIe! KOMHATY,
a KOrJia IMOBepHYJCS K [IXKYOUT, Ta y&Ke OblIa YBIeYeHa IMHCHMOM.

— HeyXemnu 9T0 YTO-TO HACTOJIBKO BaxKHOE? - €r0 PyKa, KOCHYBIIAsCS KOJIEHa, MATKO CKOJIb3HYIIa
1107 ofesino. [IXKyOUT Xe, CKOHIeHTPHPOBABIIKCh Ha MAChMe, He ofpallaia Ha Hero BHEMaHUS. ..
TouHee, cTapanach He 00paIaTh.

[TuceMO comepaKaio BeCbMa MHOTO IeTaJIed U OMUCHBAJIO TPO6IeMy, 0 KOTOPOii OHA yiKe
moragbiBasiack. Y cBsi3aHO BCE 3TO GBLIIO C [JeppUKOM.

— Bcé oueHb cepre3HO.

— YTO0-TO CNy4YUNIOoCh?

— Ia. 4 mymaro, mocie3aBTpa HaM OymeT HeoO6xoouMo 1moceTuTh MMnepaTopckuii [IBopet.

— HMmMnepaTtopckui [IBopen?

— Ila. Bame Benn4yecTBO X049€eT HAC BUAETH, - IMImepaTop He X0Tel JOXKUOaThCs, MOKa IIapa caMa
COM3BOJIUT MOSIBUTHCS, II09TOMY I1OCJIa] IUCHMO C IPOLIEHUEM SIBUTHCH.

TeopeTudecku, KOrfa faTa He Ha3HayeHa, [[XKyOuT MOTJia Obl OTIIOXKUTE BCTPEUY HAa HECKOJIbKO JHEH,
1I0Ka He MoAroToBuTcs. OMHAKO 3TO TOUHO BHI30BET HENOBOILCTBO, Belb OyeT 03HA4aTh, YTO
CYTIPYTH He XOTAT BCTpeUYaThCsa ¢ UMIepaToOpoM 110 TeM UM UHEIM COOOpPaKeHUSIM.

Teneps [IXKyouT Haxoguaach B KOHGPOHTAIMY MeXay MMIepaTopoM, KOTOPHIM XOPOIIIO 3HATl €€
MyXa, eT0 CMePThIO U ObSIBOJIOM. BCE 3TO GBINIO eI11€ OJHOM T'0JI0BHOM 00JIBIO, OT KOTOPOM HEIIPOCTO
130aBUTHCS.

W GorbIlle BCETO CTOUIIO BOTHOBATHCS O [[eppUKe U ero MOBENEeHUN - YTOOL OH He CHesal HU4ero
HeoXumaHHOro mepen MimnepaTtopom.



— JleppHK, y Te0sI eCThb KaKI/Ie-HI/IGYJII: BOCIIOMHHaHHA O TOM BpEMEHH, KOT'la MOM MyX OBLIT XKUB?

B ceppaue [IXXynut Tannachk Hafilexkza, ODHAKO Pa3pyIIXAsIach, KOrfa OH TOPU30HTAIBHO [T0BEPTEN
roJI0BOM. Bce MBICIIM U MeUTH NeBYLIKU 3a CeKyHAYy pacTasany. OHa faxe He 3Hasa, KAKOBH UMEHHO
OB OTHOIIEHUS MeXay [lepprukoM u MMmepaTopoM, 0 Y4€M OHU TOBOPHUJIM HaeduHe... [laxke uMes
He0OJIbIII0e KOMMYeCTBO HH(POPMaLUK, MOKHO OBLIIO TOATOTOBUTHCS, HO Tpo0ieMa B TOM, YTO
nH(MOPMALKU HET COBCEM.

H}KYJII/IT He 4aCTO IMPUCYTCTBOBAJIa HAa BCTPEYaX, IIO3TOMY TAK2Ke€ HE€ MOI'JIa CKa3aTbhb HUYETO
KOHKPETHOT'O.

IpyruMu clIoBaMu, HEBO3MOXKHO Y3HATh, Kak [leppUKY ClieayeT BeCTH ce0st psimoM C UMIIEPATOPOM.
[TpuyuHa, 1Mo KoTopou [IKyAUT Tak 00eCIIOKOeHa, 3aK/Iio4asach B TOM, UTO 3TO He KaKOW-TO MUHUCTP
unu [epior... 9To cam MmnepaTop, o0agaoumi Be3iecyilen BIacThio.

Ecnu oH y3HaeT 0 HaJIM4Ku [bSIBOJIA B TeJle ero Apyra, OH HeMeAJIeHHO 3aKJIIouuT [leppuka B
TEeMHUITy ¥ TPUMEHUT OeCunCIIeHHBIe BaPUAHTEHI IIHITOK. M TOTa moioxkeHue ['aixy, KOTOPEIM
3aBeqyeT €€ My, CTAHET IIATKUM U IIOBEPTHETCS OMACHOCTH, a [[KYIUT K€ HaCTUTHET KPU3KC.

HmenHo mosToMy MMIiepaTopy Hejb3sl paccKasbiBaTh HUYET0 IOJ03PUTEIEHOTO.

— ENVHCTBEHHOE, YTO 1 MOT'Y IIPEeJIOKHUTE: CKa3aTh O II0Tepe IaMATH, - CKa3aia [xyout. — [a,
To4uHO! Kak TosbK0 MEI BCcTpeTuM Ero BenmnyecTBo, s CKaxy 3TO.

— OTo0 onpaspanue s MMmnepatopa?

— ,'[[a. W oH HU 3a 4YTO HE JOJIKEH Y3HATh O TOM, YTO THI - HE MOU MYZXK, IIO3TOMY COTPYOHHUYECTBO B
TBOHUX XK€ MHTEepecax.
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