B MraHoBeHHE OKa ero sI3bIK 0Ka3aJICS BO PTY AEBYILIKH, IPOHUKAS ITy00KO BHYTPb U CTAIKUBASICh C
B30UTHIMU CITUBKAMH. JTO OIIyIIeHe OBIJI0 04eHb MITKHUM, CIIaOKUM ¥ HEXKHBIM. TOPT yIas ¢ BUJIKU
Ha 3eJIEHYI0 TPaBY, HO CYIPYTOB 3TO HE BOJIHOBAIO. [leppUK cxkKajl e€ mog00pOIOK, IPUTSATHBAS
6nuxe K cebe, Korga [IXKyOuUT MOIBITalaCh BRIPBATHCS U3 IIEIIKOM XBAaTKHU I'y0.

B KOHIle KOHIIOB, ¥ caMa BUJIKa II0JIeTesla 3a KyCOUKOM fiecepTa Ha 3eMJIi0, 3BOHKO 3BeHs1. CBOOOIHOM
pyko# ['epIioruHs TOKHYIa €ro B I'Pyb, HO JEMOH He COBUHYJICS C MECTa.

— Xax, - OH YCMexHyJCs. — OTO cralle, 4eM g gyMall, - cKa3asl [Jeppuk, CHOBa 00/IM3HYB I'yOL
cynpyru. — Wnu tBou ry0r caMu o cebe HaCTONIBKO CllafKue?

IXKyOuT, TBITAsICh OTOBIIIIATLCS, CMOTPeNa Ha yasi0alolerocs qeMoHa. MHorma B Takie MOMEHTHI el
XOTeJIoCh yO0exkaTh, He TS Ha Hero, Ho HEHaBUCTH B Cepfille HUKOra He Onino. [lazke Ha060poT -
3TO MIPEBPAIIAIOCh B CBOEOOPA3HYIO UTPY.

IeppuK MPOmOIKUI HAHOCUTH el Ha r'yObl KpeM U CIIM3HIBATh €r0. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, TOPT OCTAJICS
coBceM 0e3 CITUBOK. M TONBKO TOTHA JEMOH YCIIOKOUIICS, ITocye Yero [IXKyOuT cpa3y xke Mmo3Baja
TOPHUYHYIO, IIOTIPOCKB yOpaTh BCE CO CTOIIA.

— HaM HyXHO IIOTOBOPUTH, - ['epLOTHHS eIré He ycIella paccka3aTh [eppuKy 0 BYepaurtHeM
pasroBope ¢ OpaToM.

[ToTsAruBas 3eJ€HLINM Yal, OHA IIPU3HAIach B 3TOM M Hayajla pacckKa3s: 0 IoJ03peHussX BuHceHa u ero
CTPaHHOM ITOBEOEeHUH.

— Yro TH €My CKa3aJl, T0Ka MeHs He Obly10? - [[XKYOUT CMOTpPesia Ha IeMOHa C KpaHUM
IIOO03PEHUEM.

— Huuero?

— B camomM pgene?

Ieppuk yneIOHYIICS.

— 4 mpocTo OBINT pa3gpaxkeéH moBegeHreM MMepaTopa ¥ ero JIMIIOM BO BpeMs IIepeMOHUH, - [leppuk
TI0KaJI TIJIeYaMHu.

— Ila, s moHUMaw... TakXXe CTPaHHOU KaxeTcsa U CUIbBUS, KOTOPAs IPUIIIIA Ha IIOXOPOHHI.

U ceituac J[IXKyOuT CHOBA BCIIOMHHEIIA OpaTta. ETo B3riism, Bcerga OpyKemmo0HbH, B 9TOT pa3 Ka3ascs
yyxKUM... OGpeMeHUTeTbHEIM? MoKeT OBITh, 9TO BT/ ['aHHMbGana?



IXynuT MeIeHHO MOTEPa BUCOK. CO BpeMeHeM, BOIIPOCOB CTAaHOBUIIOCH JIHINE OOJIBIIE, a
TIOJCKA3KK Ka3aJIuCh BCE 00JIee pacIIbIBYaTEHIMU. BHYTpY Heé 6yITO CKAIJIMBAIOCh HEUTO, YTO
MYLIAIIO.

— Mol nogYWHEHHBIM CKa3aJll, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, ['aHHUOaI MproOpeNn HeOORYHYIO CUILY, -
HEOXUIaHHO co00mun [leppukK.

— HeoO6b1unyto cumy?

— Bo Bpewmst BoitHEl Koponst younu. M, Bo3MoKHO, 0H 3abpan ero cumny. M ecnu 9To mpaBfa, HATU
ero OymeT OYeHb CJI0KHO, - OH KOPOTKO 00BSICHUII BCce 006CTOSTEILCTBA.

HecMmoTps Ha oTCyTCTBUE OeTanel, [IXKyOuT IOHsJa - BCE 3TO 04eHb cephe3HO0. 1 Temeps ['anHMOaTA
CTOWJIO OCTEPeraThCs JIUIIE CUIbHee. M Temeps 9TO CTaHeT TPYAHEIM [axKe [Jisg camoro Jleppuka.
TpeBora 3akpanach B cepptie.

— Ho aTo numb CIIyXH, KOTOPEIE€ MOTYT OBITDH HEBEPHHI.

— ¥ Hac HEeT BO3MOXKHOCTHA Y3HAThb 00 3TOM 1O0OJIBIIIE, BepHO?

— Bepno. Ho celtuac g Bce paBHO HUYET0 He MOTY CHenaTh, - [JeppuK CHOBa I10KaJl IIjledaMu, CJI0OBHO
€ro 3TO COBCEM He BOJIHOBAJIO.

OH HaMeKaJl Ha CBOM BCE elllé He BOCCTAHOBUBILKECS MarudecKue CUibl. M BCE, 4TO CyNpyTru MOTJIU
IenaTh Celyac - MPUCMaTPUBAThLCS K KaHAUOAaTaM Ha ponb ['aHHubana BHUMaTenbHee. U ceituac
Xy[LImM, HO 0ojiee BepOSTHEIM BapruaHToM Ovi Gpat [xynut. Kak Ol el He X0TeI0Ch OTOPOCUTH ITH
MEBICJTH, OHA He MOTJIa 9TOT0 CHeNnaTh. BHe3amHo ['epIioruHs ckasana:

— 3Haemb, [leppuk... YTo OyOeT ¢ 3TUM YeJI0BeKOM, Korfa Mul HaunéM ['anuubana? - [XKyouT
HaMeKaJjla Ha CJefyolee: YMPET NI e€ OpaT 1ociie U3THaHUS AeMOHa U3 Tena?

— 3TO 3aBUCHUT OT TOTO, XKUB JIN XO35HH.

— X0351MH MOXKeT OBITh MEPTB?

— EcThb Pa3HbI€ KOHTPAKTEI U BUOEI HpOKJ'IEITPIfI.

[TpoknsiTHe - 9TO He Ta CHia, KOTOPYI0 MOXKHO TakK IIPOCTO IIPeomoneTs. M maxke caMa 3Ta Cuila
TIOCTEIIEHHO TPUBOAUT K cMepTHu. M x0Ts [IeppuK rOBOPUIT YECTHO, a C OpaToM [IXKyIUT HUKOTHA He
TIOIepPKUBAJIa CIUIIKOM TEIIBIX OTHOIIEHHH, OTYEr0-TO Ha MyIlle CTaJIo TSAXKeso. Bemb, Kak OBl TO HU
OBIJIO, OH - YaCTh CEMBH.



YxacHoe, maxe THeTyllee OIIyITeHNne HUKAK He IITPOXO0OHIIO.

— Yero xe TH OOUIILCA?

— Ecnu... Ecnu 'anuuban B MoéM Opare...

Pyka, mepairas 4alky, Ipoxkaa.

VIMeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT [[eppUKY CTasio e€ OYeHb XKajb. Ha MTHOBeHUE, OH 1M03a0bl1, YTO BuHCEH -
POLCTBEHHUK CYIPYTH.

— IIXKyOouT, MBI Befib elll€ He 3HaeM, KTo U3 Hux ['aHHuOar.

IIeMOH XOTeJI XOTb KaK-TO e€ MOoAaepXkKaTh B 9TOT HeJlerkuit MoMeHT. OH He XOTeJI OCTaBIATh [IKyIuT
HaeguHe ¢ COOCTBEHHEIM OT4YassHHuEM. M GOrbIlle He XKefajl MOoJBepraTh Cympyry OMaCHOCTH, KaK 9TO
OBLTIO BUEpA.

CaMoe CTpaHHOE B POMCXOMAIIEM TO, YTO HEMOHH TakK cebst 0OLIYHO He BedyT. Bums 60pu0y momen ¢
00JIbI0, OHM PAOYIOTCS ¥ HaclaxkmaioTcs. Ho mpomenmue B CO3HAHUU U3MEHEHHU s, GBI CIIUIIKOM
€CTeCTBEHHBIMHU, HE3aMETHEIMU ¥ TAUHCTBEHHHIMU. ETO pPeImuTeNnbHEIN [OJI0C TEeII0 00BOIOK
IXXymuT, 0TYETO Cepple MeIIeHHO YCIIOKOUTIOCh.

I1s Tepriorusu GBUIO BAXKHO HE BIACTh B 0ECKOHEYHYIO U 6ECII0IEe3HYI0 JEIPeCCUI0, YTOOH OCTaThCS
Ha HOTaX U MOMOYb MYyXKy B noucke ['anHuOana. YBunes Teneps yxe 6oyee pacciabieHHOe
BEIpaJKeHUE Ha e€ nuie, [[eppPUK YCIIOKOUIICS U YIIRIOHYIICS.

— HyXHo 11 MHe 3HaTh €II€ YTO-TO BaxKHOe B OyAyIIem?

Haxkosnen, [[XKyouT BepHYyJiach K peajlbHOCTH, YCIIBIIIAB [leppuka.

Fepuor, IIPOBOOsA BpeMA TOMa IIOCJI€ BOCKPEIIEHN A, IPDAKTHUYECKHU HE YIdCTBOBAJI B O(l)I/II_II/IaJIbHBIX
MEPONPUATHUAX, IOCETUB JIUIIL IEPEMOHHUIO, IIO3TOMY MOT OEeHCTBUTEJIBHO YEr0-TO He 3HATh.

— Pamnbire y Te6s1 ObIT BeChbMa IJIOTHBIN T'PaQ¥K, KOTOPHIHA 3aMUCHBAJICS, - ¥ XOTS [IKYyIUT
HEeHaBUIEJa BOCIIOMUHAHUS 00 9TOM, BCe 3Ke He MOTJIa CKPHIBATh CTOJIb BAXKHYI0 HHPOPMAIIHIO OT
Ieppuka. — CKopo cocTouTcst 6aHKET 110 CIy4alo IHS poxaeHus Ero Bemuyectsa.

9To mpa3pHUK B yecTh Kunnapaa. BcnomuuB 06 aToM, I'eplioruHs BeIOXHYIA. BcTpeda Ha
IIepeMOHUHU OKa3aJiach CIUIIKOM 00peMeHsoIIel U yTOMUTENbHOM. [109TOMY ell He X0TeNloCh BULETh
HU BuHceHa, Hu UMinepaTopa B Onuxaiiniue gHUA. boee Toro, TaM co6epeTCs BCS 3HATh:



— CunbBus Toxe OyneT Ha OaHKeTe.

IeppuK, Ka3anaoch, 3aMETUJT BOPUWINBLEIE HOTKY B TOHE [[XKYIOUT:

— Bce Tpoe cobepyTcs BMecTe?

B otBeT I'epIiioruHs HeXOTsI KUBHYJA. Tak, BCe TPU MOA03peBaeMbIX OYAYT B OMHOM MECTe BO BPeMs
O6ankeTa. X0TS 9TOT AE€HD eIllé He HAacTynuJs, [[XKyOuT yzKe YyBCTBOBaja ycTanocTh. Eif cHoBa
IPUIETCS OKYHYThCS B OOIIIEHKME CO BCEMU STUMHU JIoAbMHU. Kak TombKo ['epIoruHs 3TO MpeCcTaBuia,
rojoBa 3abomena.

— W X0Ts IepeMOHUS OCBSIIEHUS IIpoliia 01aromnonyyHo, Te0e CTOUT elllé MHOTOMY Hay4HUThCS.

— U uemy xke?

3a TpH [HS OO Npa3fHuKa [XKyouT Hayuuia [JepprKa OCHOBaM apHCTOKPATUH U ITpaBuaM 3TUKETa.
[epuoruns xorena n3bexkaTh MUIIHETO BHUMaHUS U TI0J03peHul. B 3T0 Bpems [leppHK, X0TS U
BHUMATEJILHO CIyIIan 00BbSICHEHHUS, TO U [eJI0 II03BOJIsAI cebe MOLIIbe IIYTKY U IUIeNKU. [[KyOuT xKe
KaXX[blil pa3 CcTapajach ero IPUCTPYHUTD:

— B nmpornsiii pa3 Tl XOTs ObI IPUTBOPSIJICS, YTO CIIyIIaelb!

IXymuT KaXIbIH pa3 He MOTJIa afallTUPOBATELCS K €T0 MTOBENeHHUI0 ¥ 9TOH aHTeJIbCKOH BHEIITHOCTH,
Korga [leppuK HEBUHHO CMOTPEJI Ha Heé, CJIOBHO HUYETo He chenai. Y Korma OH COBEPIIEHHO He
CNyIIan e€ YPOKH, 9TO BEI3EIBAJIO CTPAHHOE ¥ CMEeIIaHHOe OILIyIIeHue.

OpHako gpyroro Bei6opa He 05UT0. [IKYAUT IIPOCTO HE MOTJIa IOWTH Ha 6aHKeT caMa. Ho pa3Be meMoH
He CKa3aJl KOTHa-TO: OTHaBaTh HYKHO CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO ITOJTy4Yaels?
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