PoBHO uepe3 Tpu AHS MOCe nocellenns 0ubnuoteky u3 MMneparopckoro [IBopiia IPUIIIO
oduiranbHOe npuriamenne. Xots [IXyOuT MpeKpacHO 3Hajla: CofiepkKaHue IMUChMa 7S BCeX
OOVHAKOBO, BCE paBHO 00s/1ach OTKPHIBAThL ero. ['eprioruns 6os1ach pa304apoBaThCS U PA303/IUTh
llepprKa NUIIb CUIIbHEE.

Peut mi1a o T'PDaHOUO3HOM OaHKeTe qepes HeaelIlo.

— Bl'IepBbIe g He X049y €XaTh TaK CHUJIBHO, - TPDEBOZKHOE YyBCTBO OABUJIO U3HYTPHU.

— Torpa mpocTo He uau?

— Ecnu 51 Tak cpenaio, MEHS apecTyIoT 3a 0TKas, - C TPYCTHOM, HO UCKpeHHeH yNbIOKOi cKa3asa
Ixyout. — O4eBUOHO, €C/IM MBI He TIpHUefieM, TO BEI30BEM HEJOBOJILCTBO MiMmepaTopa.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO [IeppUK MPOBEN YKe JOCTAaTOYHO BPEMEHHU B MUpE JTIOfIeH, OH BCE PaBHO HE
[IOHUMaJI OlaceHu Cynpyru. [leMOoH BCcerga KUl Tak, Kak xo4eT. JIIoau xXKe NelCTBUTEIbHO
3a00TSTCS 0 BHUMAHUU U MHEHUU [IPYTUX.

Ecnu 651 [leppyK XKUJT BCE BPEMS B 3TOM IIPUTBOPCTBE, TO CIIMIIKOM OBICTPO McYepIias Obl BECh 3amac
umMeloencs sHepruu. [xynut caabo 3acMesisiach, OYITO UUTask €r0 MBICIIH.

— Ecnu OBl MBI KMJIH KaK OJEMOHBI, MU 3allOJIHUJICSA OBl HEHaBUCTHI), XaOCOM U 6eCHOpHJ1KOM.

— Pa3Be 9T0 He nyyille, YeM 3TU IPUYYOH?

Brino BecbMa TPyHHO IepeyO0equTh CYIIeCTBO, BRIXKUBIIEE B IPYTHX YCIOBUSIX. T0 Ke caMoe U ¢
caMou [I2KyOuT - OHa HUKOT[a He CMOXKET IIPUHATh MUD OEMOHOB U €ro IpaBuia. BHUMaATENbHO
IIOCMOTPEB Ha CyIpyra, ['epIioruHsa BCIIOMHMIA KHUTY, YTO YUTajla B TeUEHHUE 3TUX TPEX JIHEH -
"IIpoucxoxmenue JIpsBona".

Kak u ckasan MmmepaTop, B Hel HallMCaHbl BCe CAaMble 3aMEeTHEIE TPUMETHl U YePTHI IeMOHOB.
Opuako mpo6ieMa B TOM, 4TO [IKyOUT He 3HaJla - BCE JIM HAMMMCAHHOE B KHUTE MPaBfa.

B Hell onucaHH BCe XapaKTEPUCTUKU JEeMOHOB, UX Marus, c1aboCcTy, HauyrWHas ¢ CaMoro
IpoucxoxpaeHus poga. Ho 3TOT MyHKT 3a HeHagoOHOCTHIO [IKynuT npomycTuna. Eif xoTenoch y3HaTh
0 caMOM [IeMOHe, a He 0 TOM, KaK OHU 3apofunuch. M Oosbiiee BHUMaHUe [epLOTUHS yOenuia
MMEHHO pa3feny co ciaboCTsIMU ObSIBOJIOB. B KHUTe TOBOPUIOCH, YTO KOPHU [IepeBa TAHTYM MOTYT
cmenaTh UM 0OJIBHO, €CJIU U3 TeX IPUTOTOBUTD Yall UJIU IIOMECTUTh B KOMHATY C 3epKaJlaMH.

Ho [Ixxynut He xoTena mpoboBaTh 9TU CocoOHl Ha [leppuke.

— Ha camowm merne, Korfa s BcTpeTuina MMmepaTopa B 6uONIMOTEKE, 5T €30uia 3a 9TUM, - [ epLIOTHHS



BBEITAIIIXJIa KHUTY U IIOJIOKHUJIA €€ Ha CTOJI.

— Ilpoucxoxmenue [IpsgBomna?

MyK4rHa ¢ ”HTEPECOM B35 ¥ OTKPHII €€.

[IKyouT XKe CIIOKOMHO XK[aja, 4YTO JKe OH CKaXeT U KaKOU BepOUKT BeIHeCeT. CKOPOCTh
IepeJIuCTEIBaHUS CTPAHUI] C KaXXI0W CEKYHMIOM yBeNnu4uBanachk. MHorga [Jeppuk cMesncs, a UHOTa
BBITJISAMIENI KpaliHe cephe3HBIM. Koryia OH 3aKOHYHUJI, TO JINIIb OTKAHY KHUTY U 3aKpudal:

— OTO IOJIHOE [epbHMO!

Ero KpPaCHEBIE I'JIa3d I'OPEeJin.

— U THI, XeHa, T0Bepuia 3ToMy?

— Her. IToatoMy u cripocuina Te64.

— [Touemy THI BOOO1IIE B3sI7Ia 9Ty KHUTY?

— MHe OBIJIO HHTEPECHO: eCJIH S IOJIy4Yy O Bac 0osiblie HHGOPMAIMK, CMOTY JIX ORICTPee HAWTH
Tanumbara.

— Ho THI MOTJ1a IPOCTO CIIPOCUTH MEHS.

H}KYI[I/IT YXKe HeOJHOKPATHO CJIBbIIIalId, 9YTO HeppI/IK He IIOXO0X Ha OPYTUX NEeMOHOB. HOSTOMY OHa He
AyMalla, YTO TOT CJIMIIKOM CHJIBHO IIOMO2KET B MaHHOM BOIIPOCE.

— 41 He MoryIa IOPOCUTE TeOST paccKasaTh 0 CTaboCTSIX IEMOHOB, - CKal3asa ['epIloruHs CO CTPaHHOM
yNBEIOKOM Ha Julle.

I'maza MYZKYHWHEI CBEPKHYIIH, IIOCJI€ YE€T0 TOT CaMOHaOeAHHO paCCMeEAICA.

— 4 oTBeuy Ha n00BIE BOIIPOCHL.

— Ha?

IeppuK HUKOTTA HE myMaJl, 4YTO CMOXKeT BoOuThCs. M Tem Gosee B ynbiOKy. Ho ueM Gombire oH
cMoTpen Ha [IXKYOUT, TeM CHJIbHee Tepsisl T0JI0By. XOTs Y IbSBOJIOB MPAaKTUYECKU HET CI1a00CTei,
[IEMOH XOTeJI PACKPHITh CYIIPyre Bce KapThl. [leppuK YyBCTBOBAJ Ce0sl IPSI3HO OT 3TOT0, HUYEro He



MOT II0feJIaTh ¢ CO00H 1 YyYBCTBAMHU. [TocTenneHHO OH TOHYII B 6omoTe.

— JI1060Bb - TaKOE CTPaHHOE YYBCTBO, Ia? - OYpKHYJ JeMOH cebe Iof HOC.

Panbine Jleppuk u He gyMalt, 4To JI060Bh KOTHA-TO KOCHETCS €T0. A eclii ¥ KOCHETCSI, TO Ta TOYHO He
momxkHa Oblyla OBITH HACTOJIBKO CUJIBHOU U T1y60KOM. Ecu OBITH TOYHBIM, Ka3aJI0Ch, 3TO COBEPIIEHHO
He OH, a KT0-To fpyroii. Ho neMoH He xoTes pa3buparthcs B cefe. EDMHCTBEHHOE XKeflaHue - 00HATh
CYIPYTY U HUKy[a He OTIIyCKaTh. JIt060€e IPHKOCHOBEHNE IIPUHOCKTIA Y2KACHOE HacTaXkKIeHUe.

[ToaToMy [leppHK IOIMBITANICS YCIIOKOUTHCS ¥ PA3BESITh BCE MBICITH. IMOIMH MHOTHA Ka3aIuCh
HACTOJIbKO CUJIBHBIMU ¥ TSKEJIBIMH, YTO JaxKe MOmaBsiu. [10XI0maB JagoHbI0 10 MOATOKOTHUKY
I¥BaHa, IEMOH CMOTPEJI Ha B3[AbIXAOUyio [[XKYyIUT.

OHa B 3TOT MOMEHT u3y4ana 00JI0KKy KHUTH, KOTOPYIO CYIIpyT Ha3Basl "mojaHbIM abcypmoM". XoTs
IXKyOuT Tak OTYassHHO CTapasiack coOpaTh MHGOPMAIIMIO O IEMOHAX 110 KPYIIHIIaM, BCe MOIBITKH
PYLIMIKACh OFHA 3a Opyrou. M Gojiee TOro, pafu 9TOTO 9K3eMILISpa ey MPUIIIOCh BhIAEPKaTh HaTUCK
HWwmmepaTopa.

BcnomHuB 0 HEM, [[XKYOUT IMOEKUITACH U TIOJTOXKHUIIA KHUTY Ha CTOJI.

C arToro mHS Havasach IoIIaroBas IOAT0TOBKA K 6aHKeTy. ['epIloruHs II03BOHKIIA B MAaCTEPCKYIO U
arenbe, IOIPOCKB OMHOTO U3 IMOPTHHIX CIIXTH IIJIaThe U (pak, a IoBeaupa - YBeIM4YUTh IIETI0YKY C
pyOuHOM, KOTOPYIO [leppHK HafeNlusl Terephb 3al[UTHON CUION.

B KavecTBe nu3aiiHa [[XKyOouT BeIOpaja BecbMa IOMYJISIPHBIM B IIOCTIeIHEE BPeMS B CTOJIUIIE LIBET -
CIIOKOMHBINM TeMHO-3eJIEHBIN. Teneps, 61arofaps UCKycHOM paboTe MacTepa, 0Kepesibe He TaBUJII0
TaK CUJIbHO Ha ILIEl0.

)%k

C 3aBepliieHreM IMOATOTOBKY HACTYIHII IeHb OaHKeTa. CympyTy BBIIIIN U3 0COOHSKA U 3aMETHUIIN
OKpalleHHoe 3akaToM HeOo. ComnHIle yKe cagunochk. CKopee BCero, Korja oHu mpubynyT Bo [IBOpeII,
He0O0 COBCEM 3aTSIHETCS W CTAHET YEPHBIM.

— KeHa.

IXynuT, mepinas BCE 3TO BpeMs BIepeny, o6epHyIach Ha 30BYLUH eé€ rojoc. [leppuk e caenoM
3a Hel. ETo 4épHEBIE BOJIOCH ClleTKa pa3BUBa/IMCh Ha BeTPY. B oTnuyuuy ot morubiiero cympyra,
KOTOPBIM BCETHa UX 3aIU3BIBAJI, IEMOH IMIPEAIOYUTal HEKOTOPYI0 HeO6PEeKHOCTh B oOpa3e. ITO He
03HAyasio, YTO OH BHITJIIOUT I'Py00 U He 9JIETAaHTHO, CKopee Hao6opoT. BOKpyr memMoHa napuia
atMocdepa UCTUHHOTO JTbBa. A CBOOOIHEIE BOJIOCH! OJTUIIETBOPSIIM BOIBHEIH IyX.

— Ionmem?



OH BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO IIOIXBATHII H}KYJII/IT 1 IIPOBEJI JO KAaPETHI, I'he CYIIPYTHU IMMO3J0PO0BaAJIUCh C
OBOPEUKUM U CKPBIJINCE 3a OBEPSIMHU.

[epiioruHs, Kak ¥ 00bIYHO, CMOTPEJIA B OKHO yaISIoIerocs 9K1axa, Hacaxkaasich BUOOM.

— Huxorpa He cHUMA oxkepesnbe, - [[KYIUT Me[JIeHHO KUBHYJIa, 0CO3HAB 3TO eIlé HECKOJIBKO THEN
Ha3af.

Ona YYyBCTBOBAJIa OMIACHOCTBL, HCXOASAIIYIO OT I/IMHepaTopa. KI/IJ'IJ'IapI[ TO U JEeJI0 BCILJIbIBAJI
OTT'0JIOCKAMH BOCIIOMHUHAHUM B royioBe. M Ha GaHKeTe repooruHsg OOJIZKHaA BO YTO OBl TO HU CTAJIO
n30eraThb yeouHeHus C HUM. Kaxpmass MBICTIE O MyX4YWHE OCTpOfI WTJION KOJIOJIa B Tpynu.

— IleppuK, BCe AbSIBOL MaXHYT ONUHAKOBO?

— Taxkux, KaK 51, TOYHO HeT, - [[XKyauT Ha MTHOBEeHHE 0pobesia OT TaKOro 6eCCOBECTHOTO 3asiBJIEHHUS.

IeMoH Xe OecriapfoHHO CKPeCTHU/ PYKH Ha I'PyOu U CIIOKOMHO CMOTpPEI 3a peakuuel cynpyru. Takon
BUJ fefan ['eproruHio eme 0ojee ropsyen.

— Torpa... FanHu6an MoxeT ObITh B Ero BenuuectBe? OH MOT ITOYYBCTBOBATh MOE BOJTHEHUE. ..

— Ha camowm pene, Kak ObI CIagKO TH He Iaxja, OH BpsiO au OymeT Bo30yKOEH.

— Ilouemy?

— 4 yxe roBopun - o rubpup. Y 66T POXKAEH OT CMEIIeHNUsT KPOBY IbSIBOJIA U YesloBeKa. [loaTomy
BPSIT JIU.

IXXynuT HeTIOHUMAIOIIe TTITHYyJla Ha Hero, He yJIaBIuBas CBSI3U MeX[y BhIIIENIepPedrCIeHHEIMI
daxTamu.

— OH HEHaBUIUT JIIOTEH.

— A uHe IIpeqroaramna, 4YToO y HETO TaKOl KOMIIJIEKC HEIIOJTHOIIEHHOCTH. ..

IKyOuT NeriCTBUTEIBLHO He MOTJIa TIOBEPUThH, B TO, YTO Teleph ['aHHMOAT OTHOCUTCSI TaK KO BCEM
monsiM. Befb OH HaIlONMOBHHY YeloBeK. OOHAKO IeMOHH TaKXKe He OBUIM CIIpaBeiJInBEIMU, ITOJIBEPTas
TOTO HaIlafikaM C CAMOT'0 POKIEHHUS.

Pasrosop npepsan mwyM u Tpsicka. Kapera Bbexana B BopoTa UMnepaTtopckoro [IBopiia, KOTOPLIEe
Tereph ObIIM OTKPHITH 0 ciy4ato OaHKeTa. Kak [[XKyauT ¥ mpefoarasia, 3aKkaTa He ObIIO BUTHO,



Ha HeOe BUOHEJIOCH JIUIITbh CHHEEe IIOJIOTHO, YKPAIlIeHHOE ITPEKPAaCHBIMU OTHAMHA.

KapeTt! ofiHa 3a apyrou npubiauKanuch K 3aMKy. [Jo 6aHKeTHOTO 3ajla 0CTaBaioCh COBCEM HEMHOTO.
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