IXKyouT OTBEPHYIACh, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTHCS. HO BOPYT B 1OJie €€ 3peHusI IOoMajio HeuTo OIecTsImee.
IIeByIIKa Cpa3y ke YCOMHHUIACh B COOCTBEHHBIX MBICIISIX, HO BCE JKe ITOCMOTpesIa Ha et CUITbBUH.
Ha Hel KpacoBasioCh POCKOIIHOe OpUIIMAHTOBOE 0KEepeJibe, IBHO IMogapeHHoe [eppuKoM.

IXyouT OmHAXK[IH y2Ke BUeNa mogo0Hoe. B mocnenHui pas, Korja OHa MMOB3[0PHUIIa C MyXKeM, TOT
mapwui mo00BHUIIE 0xKepelbe. [ToaToMy [epiioruHs BCE IpPeKpacHo moHWMata. Ha ym mpuiio
no0enHeBIee MU0 CUILBUH.

Iaxe ecu OHa Hafella 3eJIEHOE IIJIaThe COBEPIIEHHO CIy4YaliHOo, TO YTO HAaCYET oxkepenbsa? CIOBHO
cIenyanbHO, 4TOOH! [IKyAUT IOYyBCTBOBasa cedsi abcypmHo. YTo-To ropsyee nog0dupanoch K Ipynu.
HeTpynoHO OHATE, YTO Ke 3TO - THEB.

Iepxkack 130 Bcex cuJl, [XKyOUT cTapajach He U3MEHUTHCS B JIKIle ¥ HE U3JIUTh BCE IMOLIUU 3[I€Ch U
certuac. IToTepst camoo6IamaHust MOTIIa JIKIh 3aPOAUTh HOBHIM CKaH/al BOKPYT UX CEMBH, CIIyXH O
KoTopoM JleppHk ene ycrnokous. Kpome Toro, 3To 6aHKeT 10 C/Ty4alo OHS poxaeHus Mmmeparopa.

VIMeHHO T03TOMY Cceiidac B 3ajie 3HaTH 0oJible, 4eM 00pr9HO0. M cTOMII0 OBITH OCTOPOXKHOM. Jlto6ast
omrnOKa MoTJjia 3aKJIeMMuTh TeOs Ha BCIO KU3Hb. [1y00KO fbiIa, [IKyaUT TOCMOTpPesa Ha CyIpyra,
KOTOPBINM 3arOBOPUIL:

— HMHBecTupOBa JIu 51 B Ballly CEMbIO?

B 3TOT MOMEHT BOITapHJIaChb aTMOCd)epa IIPOTHUBOCTOAHHA.

Xots 'eprioruHs He 0XKHuOajla HUYEro TaKOro, PyKU €€ BCIIOTENH OT CYACThSI U CTOJIb PhSIHOTO
JKeJaHUS OeMOHa 3allUTUTh e€. HUUTO B )KU3HM HE NOCTABJISANIO0 CTOIBKO YOOBOILCTBUS. [|eppUK,
rsad Ha cobeceHUKA, MpPayHO YIBIOHYICSA. OTO HUKOTHA He IIpedBelano HU4ero XopoIero.

—B IIPOIIJIOM, BOSMOZKHO, A OblT He B cebe, - TaKKe CJI0BA 3aCTABUIU BECh 3al 3aTUXHYTh.

Ha oduruanbabix 6aHKeTax mogo0Hoe OBIIO COBEPIIEHHO HE XOPOIINM 3HaKOM. Beb BEICKa3bIBAHUE
IeMOHa IIPO3BYYasio CIUIIKOM arpecCUBHO. [IKYIUT CXBAaTHUIIa €TI0 3a PYKaB, He 3Hasl, YTO U CKa3aTh
B TAKOM CUTYaIIUH.

Ero cobecemHMK Ka3ajcs CIUIIKOM 00eCIIOKOEHHBIM OT YCIIBIIIaHHOT0. [103UINs CMYIIeHUS 1
HECITOCOOHOCTHU CKPHITh 3MOIMK OOJIXKHBIM 06pa30M Kasasiach CIIMIITKOM TIIYIIOHN U yKacHou. He Bce
MOTJIH C Hel crpaBuThCs. M ceiiyac Oblyla MpeKpacHast BO3MOXKHOCTD, YTOOBI U3BUHUTHCS.

OxpaHHUKYU BLICTPOMJIUCD Ha JIECTHHUIIE, BeAyIlel Ha BTOPOii 3Taxk. CHOBa 3a3BeHENH TPYOH,
PE30HUPYS B Bo3yxe. B3riasaasl HanpaBUIKuCh Ha 30JI0TYIO OBEPh, KOTOpas MeIIeHHO OTKphLIach. B
He€ Bouen MMepaTop B KpacHOM IJiallle ¥ 30JI0TOM KOpoHe. Bce BeIbMOXKY IIOJIOKHUIN PYKYy Ha
TPYAb U CKJIIOHUJIA CIIAHEL.



KI/IJ'IJ'IapJI 6p0CI/IJI Ha HUX B3TJIA[, IIOCJIEe 9YeM IIOCMOTPEII Ha ,H}KYJII/IT. HGBYHIKa 6BICTpO IIOCMOTPEIIa
BHU3. Eé romnosa Obina ropﬂqeﬁ, d MBICJIM CM€ENIaJInCh, CIOBHO FepLIOI"I/IHFI HHUKOI'la He X0TeJla BUOETh
I/IMnepaTopa. Ho ona ImoCTapanach CoejlaTh BHUI, CJIIOBHO HUYETrO He ITPOU3IOIIIIO.

Bres3amnHo [IXyauT cHOBa BCioOMHMIA 0 BukonTe. OrisifeBLINCh, OHa BUOEIa, YTO TOT CTOSIJI BMECTE C
CunbBueit. OgHAKO OBUXKEHUS ero ObUIM CTPAaHHBIMU U BSINTBIMU. Ka3anoch, BUKOHT HaMepeBascs
BOCCO37aTh Pa3roBop C [IeppHuKOM BHOBb, XOTS 3TO OBIJIO UYeM-TO KpaiiHe OIAaCHBIM [JIST HET0 CAMOro:
BOKPYT OBIJIO CIIMIITIKOM MHOT'0 3HaTHU. M, 60yiee TOro, COIMepHUK B Pa3roBope - He KTO MHOM, KaK
[ep1or, KOTOPEIN OBIJT OMHKUM U3 CaMBIX MOTYIIECTBEHHHIX Jtofei MMnepuwn.

Pasrosop c [leppukoM He ObIT MPOCTHIM Jaxke B 4aCTHOM joMe. B o0ImecTBe ke BIIacTh BCEraa
npeobnagana. M maxe ecnu [epiior 6e3 MpUYMHB HATPYOUT MUITM CKAXKeT YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, HUKTO He
CKazKeT eMy U CJI0Ba, KpoMe caMoro MimmepaTopa. BoamoxHo, [leppuk BEN cebst TakuM 06pa3oM
MMeHHO mo3toMy. Ho [IXKyauT pacieHuBana CIIOHTaHHOe II0BeJeHNEe YEM-TO BPO€e BBHICILIETO
OraropopacTaa.

— 4 xoTena mo61arogapuTh BCexX MPUIIEOIINX Ha MOM IeHb PoxKaeHus. f Hagech, BaM 3eCh
BCE IIOHPABUTCS, - BeYepUHKa BCerfga HaunHasach C IPOCTOr0 IPUBETCTBUA OT MMmepaTtopa.

B MOMeHT ero mosiBJIeHUsI CHOBA BO3HMKJIA 0OBIYHAS ApYKecKas aTMochepa MeXay BCeMHU
OCTaJIbHBIMH.

— Yro HaM gemnaTh? - crpocu [leppuK Ha yxo y JXKyOuT, BeOb OH He 3HaJ MOpsinoK OaHKeTa.

Ero ropsiuee geixaHue, KOCHYBIIEECS YIIIHOM PaKOBUHEI, IIEKOTANI0 €€, 3aCTaBIsAs 3afepkKaTth
IbIXaHUe.

— 4 momxHa mo3gopoBaThest ¢ Ero BenuuecTBoM u... - [IKYOUT BHE3AMTHO BCKPUKHYIA OT OCTPOM
60111, KOTOPYIO TOYYBCTBOBAJsIa B HOTE.

B ogHO MrHOBEHUE IeMOH O0HSIJI €€ 3a Taluio, He [aB yIacTh:

— YT0 cny4unocs?

— Horwu... - [IxKynut O5ICTPO IPUIOAHSATIA OO0 IaThd. CKopee Bcero, Ty, HafleTsle BIIEPBEIE,
IOOCTaBIISI/IA OTPOMHBIN IUCKOMOOPT.

— IloBpemumna ux?

CaMOCTOSATEIBHO HaWAs paHy, 60j1ee HU3KUM TOJI0COM OH 106aBUIT:

— 4 ucuemnto Te6s1, - TeMOH OBIJT TOTOB HAJIOXKUTh MAruio Ha HOTHM TYT e, KaK TOJIbKO MOTYYUT



COOTBETCTBYIOIIIEE Pa3peUIeHNEe OT CYIIPYTH.

IXKyouT ommycTuia 100Ky, mepKach 3a Impefmnsedbe [Jeppruka, ¥ IIoKayvasia rojioBoi. [laxe ecnu
TpeboBanock TepneTs 007b, ['epIIOTHHS MOTJIa HCII0JIb30BaTh B KAYECTBEe ONpaBOaHus, YTOOH Oomee
He BCTPEYAThCS JIUIIOM K JIUIY ¢ IMIIepaTopoM 3a CETONHSIITHIM BeYep.

— Ham HyXHO IIPOCTO IO3T0POBATHCS C FIMIIepaTopoM.

— Ho TebGe 601bHO.

— 4 Mory 310 BEIgEPXKAaTh.

IeppuK HaXMYpHUIICS, He TOHUMas IPUYKUHY yIpsiMcTBa. OH He cOOMpAIICs IBUTAThCS C MECTa, TTOKa
He YCIIBIIINUT YIOBIETBOPSIONIYI0 ero mpuyuHy. TonbKo Toraa IXymuT ORICTPO BCE 00BSICHUTIA, HO Ha
nule neMoHa ObII0 CTpaHHOe BeIpaXkeHue nulla. OH BCE paBHO He IIOHUMaJ, TI0YeMy He MOXeT
BBIJIEYUTH CYIIPYTY, eciu Ta 601bHa. [laxke MBIC/Ib 006 3TOM Ka3aiach yKaCcHOMU.

BnepBHe C MOMeHTa Hayvasia 0aHKeTa BEIpaXKEHHNE JINIa HeppI/IKa CTaJI0O TaKUM 2KECTOKHUM.

— 4 Mory moMmodus.

— Jlesio He B 3TOM...

Ho meMoH ITpoCTO LIOKHY SI3bIKOM. BEITIO Helerko yroBopuTh [leppuka, HO BCE Ke OH CMUPHIICS O
HalpaBuUICSd HaBepx OaHKeTHOTO 3asa. [Ipoias Mo KpacHOM KOBPOBOM IOPOXKKE, MOXKHO OBIIO
3aMeTUTb MHOXKECTBO APYTUX mmap. HakoHel], HacTana odepens [epiioros.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, s UCKpeHHE TIO3APABIIAI0 Bac C DHEM POXIEHUS, - IBOe CTOSIN 60K 0 OOK,
mo3napasigasa MMmoepaTopa.

Ho B3rnsig MyK4YuHBL ObLT YCTPEMIIEH TOIBKO Ha [ KYIUT.

— Cnacubo, I'eprtor. U... 'eprioruns, - OH JIeHUBO OKUHYI [leppuKa B3riasamoM. Ero TEMHO-Kapue
rjla3a Mepllaayu B CBETE JTIOCTPHL.

K cyacThio M XKe K HecYacThio, B HUX HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJI0O HAUTH Ty KPACHYIO 9HEPTHio, KaK B
6ubnmuoTeke. MiMmepaTop MPUIIOAHSIT TOAO0POMOK M CXKaJl HUKHIOKI €T0 YacCTh, ITOCTIe YeTro 00Iu3HYIT
ryOBI, BCE eIle€ cMOTPS Ha [KyAuT, KOTOpasl cTapajiack OTBOAUTL B3TJISA B TaKe MOMEHTHI.
BuesanHo 'eproruHs B3AporHysa, KOrga KTO-TO CXKaJl 3ansicThe. BUHOBHUKOM ObL [leppHK.

H30 PTa OeBYyIIKa BEIPBAJICA CTOH.



— Mapawm, BHI B TOPSIKe?

U B 3TOT MOMEHT B pa3roBOp BCTYIUII [leppUK:

— Bamre BenuyecTBo, MOs JKeHa HEX0POIIo ce0st 9yBCTBYeT. [103TOMy 51 AyMaio, HaM CTOUT
BEPHYTHCS.

— [levicTBuTenbHO, ['epror? YTo uMeHHO O0TUT?

— Huuero ceprésnoro. JIuum 605k B HOTaX.

IXKyouT cMyméHHo Momdana. OnHako [leppuK BHITISAOEN TakK, CIOBHO eMy COBEPIIEHHO He
HpaBUJIOCh OecemoBaTh ¢ MiMmepaTopoM.

— Ecnu y Bac 60uT HOTA, TO 5 IPEfOCTaB/II0 KOMHATY oTHabixa. C Havana OaHKeTa IPOIII0 COBCEM
HEMHOT0 BpeMeHHU. [ToaToMy MHe GyfieT xKaJib TaK CKOPO C BaMU ITPOILATHCS.

IXXymuT X0Tena 0TKa3aThCsi, HO rojioc MiMmepaTopa Ka3aJjcs CIUIIKOM BIIaCTHHIM. A ero
no6poxkenaTeNbHEIM aBTOPUTET IOAABISA. JTa, HECOMHEHHO, HEOXHUAaHHAs yCIIyra pa3pyllnia Bce
IIaHEL. MMIepaTop momo3Bal CIIyT, KOTOPHIM ITPHUKA3ajl IPOBOIUTE ['epPIIOrHHI0O B KOMHATY OTIBIXA.

Ho mpu kaxmoM 1mare J[IKyIUT UCIIBITEIBAIA YKACHYIO PEXKYIIYI0 0601b. [IepPUK JIErko 3aMeTHIT 3TO U
CKaJl e€ afloHb. ['epLOTHHS OYYBCTBOBAJa, KakK KOXKa Ha HOTe OTCJlauBajiach U B OuxKailnee
BpPEMsI BCE BOKPYT 3a/IbETCS KPOBbI0. Clierka Xpomas U U3aBasi KOPOTKHE B3[OXH, OHA IIIja.

OmHako BAPYT TEJO MOAHSIIOCH B BO3AYX. [TkITasich HaWTH omopy, IXyauT o0HsIa CympyTra 3a IIero.
TonbKO B TOT MOMEHT OHa IOHSJIa, YTO UMEHHO TOT B35JI €€ Ha PYKHU.

— Yro... YTO TH HeJjiaeln?

— ¢ Bemb TOBOPHUII, YTO BCETHA ITOMOTY Tebe, - OH SIPKO YIBIOHYICS.

2Kenmunsl, HaOIIoaBIIMe 3@ BCEM CO CTOPOHEI, OTKPbIIX pThl. OnHako [IXKyauT nobrnenHena, Kak
Oensrii muct. OHa maXke He 3HaJa, YTO 9TH CJIOBa TEIlepPh CTaHYT €ro IJIaBHBIM OPyKHEM.
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