9T0 OblyTa HEUCTBUTENILHO yKacHas cCuTyauus. [IKyOUT Ka3ajloCk, YTO OHA BOT-BOT 3alljlayeT, HO
IepxkKamnach 4 Tepreia u3o Bcex cui. Ckopee, ceidac ['epLioruHS pa3pa3uTCs MpaBeJHBIM THEBOM.
Bomee Toro, cne3amMu JaHHYIO IPO6GIEMY SBHO HE PEIIUTh.

fApocTs 3aKunana BHyTPH, OOHAKO 9TO He 3HAYUJIO, YTO CTpax yuIesn. [Jaxke Hao60pOT - OH JIXIIb
TIOJIMBAJI MacJio B OTOHb 'HeBa. Pyka, cxkaBIIascs B KyJak, JpoxKara.

— Bl meliCTBUTENBHO JyMaeTe, YTO 3TO IpaBuiIbHO, Bame BennyecTBo? YV MeHS TOXe €CThb CEMbBS...
4 vMelo B BUAY, YTO OHU OYAYT AesaTh, KOrha s ucue3ny?!

HecoMHEHHO, IbsIBOJI OYIET MEITAThCS 3aIlUTUTh €€ ¥ CTAaHeT TOTYAC MCKaTh. B 9TOT MOMeHT [IKyguT
BCIIOMHHJIa 0 PyOMHOBOM OXKepejibe Ha Illee, KOTOpoe OBII0 TaM BCE 3TO BpeMsi. [leppuK CKasal: —
EcCmu TH B OITACHOCTH, OHO CTAHET TBOMM IIIUTOM.

9T0 He OBIJIO HUKOTA CTOJIb OTPOMHOM HafeXXHOM, Kak ceryac.

— [la, momxHO OBITH, TEOST TOXKe KTO-TO IIeHuT. Ha, KaxkeTcs, Tol 3a0blsIa, 4TO g - UMmeparop, -
CKa3aJl OH, PacCIpaBIsis MIeYH.

Cnyra moporén u cBsg3an pyku [xyout. Kunnapg 3a010KupoBai €€ UCTOILIHEIN KPUK, YTO, KaK OH
CKasaJll, ero pasgpaxaro. [Ipyroit pyKou OH IorjIagui eé mogboponok.

— ¢ Mory cmenath BCE, YTO 3aX0Uy.

B aTroT MoMeHT [[Ky[UT BHe3allHO BCIIOMHUIIA BCTpPeuy ¢ CHUIbBUEN B TTaBHOM 3[IaHUU
HWmnepartopckoro JIBopiia. Tak KakoBa ke IpUYKHA, 10 KOTOPOM OHA IIpHexala B 3TOT JeHb?

— Hert. Het! CunsBus Buppenn... THL...

I/IMHepaTop YOUBHUIICS, BHE3AITHO YCJIBIIIAB 3TO UM.

— CunbBusa Buppenn?

Ha ero nuiie MenbKHYyIa MpayHas yiIb0Ka.

[XKyouT cMyl1liaza MEICIIb, UTO STUX ABOUX MOT'YT CBA3bIBATh TaKUe OTHOLIeHUs. TeM BpeMeHeM,
HmnepaTop KOCHYJICS €€ pyOMHOBOTO 0xKepesbsi. [IpuCMOTPEBIINUCH, OH HaXMYPUJICS, CJIOBHO YBUEI
YTO-TO HEIPUATHOE. DTO IPOU30LUIO IIOTOMY, 4TO Kuinapa BCOOMHUTI MOMEHT: [IKYOUT CTOUT B HEM
psooM c IeppuKoM.

B 3T0 MruoBeHue MiMmepaTop CXBaTHII €T0 ¥ IOTSIHYJI BHU3.



I'pOMKWUI B3pPHIB. 3BOH B yIlaX. [IBepb, 3aKPHITas [0 9TOT'0, PACIAaxXHyJIach, ¥ PHIAPE B IOTHOM
00MyHIUPOBaHUY TIOJIETEIT B CTEHY. DTO OBIIO y2KaCHOe 3pejuie: KpoBb MoBCIony. Kazamoce, y Hero
He OBIIO IIaHCa Ha XKU3Hb. BpoBu MMIepaTopa HEJOBOIBHO H30THYJIUCh:

— Kto Tam?

BCKOpe N3 TEMHOTEI KTO-TO IIOSABHIICS.

— T'epuor?

IeppuK BOIIEN B IOABasl. B oTnuune oT 6AHKETHOTO 3ajia, celiyac OH BHITTIsAeN rpybee u uctovan
IVKOeE, 37I0Bellee YyBCTBO. YKacalolrii BO3AyX OYATO CTyCTHIICS BOKPYT HETO, Ha MO3BOJIAS faxke
IIOJOMTY UK XOTs OBl B3rIsAHYTh. KpacHas, omacHas atMocdepa. [leMOH moBopaduBaj I'0JIOBY 1
ocMaTpuBan KOMHATY. OH OBICTPO 00HAPYKUJT MYKUYKH U KEHIIUHY B TOCTEIIH.

— OTKyzna BH Y3HaAIU?

['ma3a [leppuka HaKOHeI TepeMeCTUINCh K FiMmepaTopy:

— T#wI cHOBA...

HMmepaTop HEeOHUMAIOIIe CMOTPeN Ha Hero. Brepsrle [leppuK 3ar0BOPHII TaK He(hOpPMabHO C HUM.
9T0 OBIIO MIOKUPYIOIe, a0CYPAHO U fake MIOPA3UTeNbHO A Kumnapma.

— Yro THI certuac cka3an? TwI?

— la. ThI.

ViMmepaTop CHOBa CTPaHHO OKMHYJI €0 B3TJISIOM U 3acMesiics. [leppuK Ha BpeMs OIYCTUII TOJIOBY,
TIOTTPaBIIsist YEPHBIE BoJlocH. C nuila Kunmapaa BCé 9TO BpeMsi He CXOAMIIa CTpaHHas yxMbiKa. OH
HUKAK HEe MOT CMHUPHUTBLCS C MIPOUCXOMSIIIAM.

VM B MOMEHT, KOT[la I'7la3a MyKYMH CHOBa BCTPETUNINCE, iMIepaTop yBUEN SPKO-KpacHbIe 3padyKH.

Kunnapmg B TOT ke MOMEHT BRITAIIUI MeY U3 HOXKEH - JIETKuM fBuxkeHueM. OgHako [leppuk He
OBUHYJICS C MecTa. [[XKYIOUT, I0JIb3ysICh MOMEHTOM, HadaJlla OTII0/I3aTh K U3T0JIOBBIO KPOBATH, YTOORI
He HaXO[UThCS B TaKOM Onu3octu K iMmepaTopy. B 9TOT MOMEHT KaH[Ialkl, IJI0THO CTATUBAIOIINE
KOXY ¥ PBYIIME €€ Ha YaCTH, 3aTpeMefid, YTO IIPUBJIEKIIO BHUMaHKe [leppuKa.

— Her... - TepIlieHrne OJeMOHa IIOAOIIJIO K KOHITY.



CrnoBHO TEJIEIIOPTUPOBABIINCE, OH 3a CEKYHIOY HaCTUr I/IMHepaTopa B CXBaATHJI TOI'O 3a BOJIOCHI,
yoapdas CoO BCeX CHUIIBI 00 CTEHy.

— Arx...

I/IMnepaTop, HpI/I}KaTHﬁ K CTeHe, IIBITAJICSA COIIPOTUBIIATHCA, 6YJITO IIPOCs O ITOMOIIIH.

Ha ThIbHOM CTOPOHEe pPyKH [ epprKa B3Oy/IUCh BEHBL. ITO OBIIO JOKA3aTEIbCTBOM TOTO, YTO THEB
IOCTUT CBOETo muKa. [leMoH 6unm MMmepaTopa rooBoi 0 cTeHy 6e3 0CTaHOBKHU. B TpenuHax
HaKallJIMBaJIach I'ycTasi KPoBb, KOTOpas CTeKasa C ero julia.

— Crou! XBaTur! - neitancg kpudaTh TOT. OT JecsaTKa yoapoB B rjla3ax BCE IBOUIIOCH.

OT youBnenusi, korga JleppuK MOITHHEHOCHO TIOJOIIEN K HeMy, IMIIepaTop BEIPOHUIT CBOU MeY.
[ToaToMy y Hero He OBIJIO ¥ MaJIeHIero maHca BEIOPAaThCS U3 €r0 CUIbHOM XBaTKU. Ho MBICTH
ViMmepaTopa 3aTyMaHUIIUCh U3-3a OOPYIIUBIIENCS Ha Hero 00JIu.

I>XyouT, He B CUJIaX CKa3aTh U CJI0BA, CMOTpeJIa Ha IpoucXofsiee. UMmepaTop, 4To OBLT TAaKUM
JKECTOKHM ¥ CHUJIbHBIM JIMIIL MTHOBEHME Ha3afl, Tellepb He MOT HUYEero COenaTh B pyKax [leppuka.
OpmHaKo, HECMOTPS Ha CTOJIb Y2KACAOIIYI0 KapTUHY, [[XKyOUT MOYyBCTBOBajla HECPABHUMOE
o6eryeHue 0T OCO3HAHUS TOTO, YTO CYNPYT CIACaeT eé.

CkpuBus ry0sI, ['epiioruts cxBaTuia ce0s 3a rpynab. E€ ceppile 6€3:Kam0CTHO CXKUMAJIOCh U CHITBHO
Ouock. Yoapsl BOBoe ObICTpee OOBIYHEBIX ONPeeIEHHO ObIIM YeM-TO CTPAHHBIM. B BUCKax ToXe
HEUCTOBO [IAaBUJIO: KPOBEHOCHBIE COCYABI OUTKUCH 110 BCEMY TeJlbl, Kak cyMaciepine. KoHunku
TIAJIBIIEB U HOT CTaJIi TOPSIYUMHU, OYATO MeBYIIKY OPOCHIIH B KOCTED.

TeMmepaTypa ObIXaHUS CTPEMUTEIBLHO pocia. [[XKYAUT He MOTJla KOHTPOIUPOBATh APOXKallee TeNo U
KPEeIKO CXBaTUIacCh 3a MPOCThIHIO. OHA He TIOHUMAJIa, YTO IPOUCXOOUT.

Ho B aTOT MOMeHT ['epIioruHs CMyIIEHHO IIepeBesia B3rs[ Ha [I0J1 ¥ yBULesla pa30UTyi0 EMKOCTE.
TonpKO ceitdyac IPUILIO 0CO3HaHMe: ViMepaTop HAMlOUI €€ KaKON-TO MyPIYHOU XKUAKOCTHIO.

IXyouT 3aKaTuia rjla3a ¥ JOTPOHYIAch Ho Horu. Kaxkmoe mMpUKOCHOBEHME BOPYT CTAJIO
Bo30yxkpamuM. Teo, cupsiee IPsMo, BOPYT PYXHYJIO Ha KPOBATh U IOTEPJIOCH O TPOCTHIHM.
HecmoTps Ha cTpax riy60Ko BHYTPH, X0Telnoch 6nmu3octy. Bo30yxkmano Bc€ BOKpyT. Y B ocoOeHHOCTH

- [leppuk.

Teo BHOBL 3apozKajio, BO30yKasiCh CUJIbHee 0T KaXKIoro JIErKoro Kacanus. OHa CIIOBHO
HaxoOuiach B APyroM u3MepeHuu. 3peHne paclibiBaiock, He M03BOJISS CKOHIIEHTPUPOBATh B3TJIAL, a
IbIXaHUE y4allasioch.

— JleppHUK! - B KaKOU-TO MOMEHT pa3falicd OTYassHHBIA KPUK.



IIemon BOPYT OCTAaHOBHIJICA, IOCMOTPEB Ha 3&6p5131"aHH08 KPOBEIO JIMIIO. OH mogHSM C Iona Mey.

— Trt yOun ero? - 4acTh pa3yMa CJIOBHO 3aMepJia B 0XKHUOaHUK

Ho Bckope [IKyouT yBupesa Apoxariyio cnudy MMnepaTopa. OH He yMmep. [IXKyOUT IPOCTO X0Tesa
ckasarth [leppuky crnacubo 3a 9T0. [IeMOH TOBEPHYJICS U IOCMOTPEJI Ha CYyNIPYTy, BeOb 3aMeTHJI B Hel
HEYTO CTPAHHOE, KaK TOJIBKO MPHUIIET.

— Yto ¢ TobOoI?

— Ox, ma... - Korga [leppuK CXBaTHII €€ 3a PyKy, 6e3yMHoe 01a’KeHCTBO OXBATHJIIO TEJIO0. 30JI0ThHIE
rnas3a [IKy[ouT IMOTYCKHEIN U 3agpOoXKaJly.

IeMOH, TIOHSB, YTO BCE TPOUCXOMSINee - KpalHe CTPAHHO, BIIISHOENCS B €€ U0, IBITAsCh TOHSTH,
YTO IPOU3OILIIO.

— Ax, Kaxk xopoio!

OuepenHO¥ CTOH BhIpBajcs u3s ryd [IxKyauT, 3actaBmnas [leppuka CKpUBUTHCSA. OCMOTPEBIINUCH, OH
o0HapyKUJI 3aKaTOr0 B YTy Cayry. TOT cpa3y Xe, IOHAB, UTO IeMOHY HY2KHO, 3aUKasCh, OTBETHUI:

— WmMmnepatop... [TpuKa3an NpuroToBUTh abpoan3nak.
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