MaH.II/IHy 3aHeCJIO BJIEBO, IIMHEI 3alleIINJIN TOJIBKO YHHOTHeHHLIﬁ CHET, 1 OHa, KaK KOHBKOGG}KGH,
3aCKOJIb3HUJIa B CTOPOHY KOHTeﬁHep0B03a, YIIOPHO HpOﬁI/IpaBLHeFOCﬂ TI0 JIEBOH TOJIOCE.

"Uept Bo3pMu!" BoCKNIUKHYTa Menanu. "Pagu Bcero cesitoro, [Ixkepapy... [loctapaiicsi, 6nsiab, He
yOuTh Hac oboux".

®opn Poxyc TpOMaxHYJICS Ha CYUTAHHBIE TIOMMBEL. PhIOMI XBOCT MTPOJIETENT HECKOJIBKO XKUPHBIX
MEeTPOB. 3aTeM IIMHAaM YHaloCh CIENUTLCS C YeM-TO, KpOMe JIbJa.

"TIpocTtute, Muccuc Jnanuc”, - ckasan [[xKepapq, cxKuMas Hajblbl Ha pyse. "{ He IPUBEIK K TaKOMYy.
HUKOTZa paHbllle He e30uJI 10 TAKOMY CHery".

"9To0 He TBOS BUMHA, [IKepapn", - cka3zana Menanu. "Tam, 611510, IPOCTO Xaoc. Bce B omHOM rpebaHom
nogke".

910 Onlna mpaBpa. OHU exanu 1Mo Tpacce M25. BT COYeNbHUK, U OBUKEHUE B JII000M cllydae ObII0
Onl cymacmenmuM. Ho cHer Bhiman ObICTPO ¥ OOMJIBHO M 3aCTajl BPACIJIOX BCIO CTPAHY K 0Ty OT
nuuun oT bpuctonsg no Hopdonka. CoobiieHus Mo pafuo MOCTyIany BCe Hallle U Yallle, U3Ty4das
naHuKy. Asponoprtsl B JIyToHe, CtancTene, ['aTBUKe U XUTPOY CUJIBHO ITOCTpafau. Percel
3aepKUBAJIUCH UM OTMEHSIUCh. 3ByYall IpenynpeXaeHns He Bele3KaTh Ha JOPOTH, eCJIU Ioe3aKa
He fBJISIETCS XKU3HEHHO BaXXHOU. 10 pafuo QUKTOPEL IPU3LIBAJIY JIIO[el He IyTelleCcTBOBaTh -
OosbInas mpock0a B ieHb mmepeq PoxkmecTBOM.

"Ecnu 4eCTHO, - B3[0XHYJla MenaHu, BEITTISABIBasA M3 OKHa CO CTOPOHHI ITaccaxupa. "Mul Bce B
IIOJIHOM Kome".

2Kepap JTrombep He B3OPOTHYJI, KOT{Ia €T0 HayaIbHUIA U3BEPIIIa HelleH3ypHYo OpaHb. OHa Oblna
u3BeCcTHa 9TuM. CKBEPHOCIIOBUE OBIJIO YacThio jereHarl. OH ObIT YOUBJIEH TEM, KaK OHa CHepkKasach
BO BpeMs BcTpeun. OH 0XKHUOAJ, YTO 3a YETHIpe Yaca OHa X0Ts Ovl pa3 ocTynutcs. Ho, K ero
YIOUBIIEHUIO, OHA Bejla ce0s ¢ 6e3ympeyHbIME MaHepaMu. [Tapy pa3 OH Jaxe IMOAyMas, 4To OHa
BIIOJIHE KYJIbTYpHas enu. Temeps, KOra CHET MPOI0XKaJ MafaTh Ha GOHe TPO3HBIX
npenynpexnenuit BBC Radio 2, oHa Bena ce0s xyxKe, 4eM Korfa-nubo, a CTpecc BHIBETI ee U3 cels.

"Cnymai, s 3Hat0, 4To 10 M1 Hemamnmeko, [Ixkepapn", - cKa3aia MeaHu, TOBOPAYMBASICh, YTOOH
IIOCMOTPETH Ha MajlbuMKa 3a pyjieM MalluHbL. "Ho g He aymaro, 4To MBI foefeM. He B Takyr morogy
¥ CO BCEMHU STUMU CyMacIlIeAIINMU MU3AI0KaMu Ha fgopore. [a, - mobaBuia OHa, 3aKaThBas I'1asa, -
ceropnHs KaHyH PoxpecTsa'.

I>Kepapy yCIbIIIa Mpe3peHre B ee TOHe, KOTa oHa mpoponxkuia: "Ho s 6ymy B 2Ko1e, eciiu IpoBeny
HOYb B CHEZKHOM cyrpobe B 3To¥ rpebaHoii MammHe. ¢ He ofeTa [ HOUM B MOPO3uiKe. K yTpy MbI
O6ynmeM MepTBH". MennaHu pa3pa3uiach CMEXOM U 3aKOHUYMIIa clioBaMu: "Pa3Be 9T0 He OBIIO OB
BecesbM, 01amb, Poxxgectsom?".

"UTo BHI XOTUTE CKa3aTh, MUCCUC IAmuc?" crpocun [xkepapH, PUCKHYB OPOCUTH OBICTPERIN B3TJISAMA Ha



ee JIUIIO.

"Ml cbebauch C 9TOM JOPOTH ¥ IOMIBITAINCh HAUTH OTENh".

"OTenp?"

"IIa, rpe0aHBIN OTENB", - CKa3ajla MenaHu ¢ HOTKOM oT4asHus. "Thl 3Haelllb, YTO TaKOe 0TeJlb, He TakK
mm?"

"Hy, ma, KoHeuHoO, Ho..."

"¢ He coObuparochk CIIOPUTH ¢ ToOOM, [IKepapn", - cKa3aja OHa, IpepBaB ero. "MEI Che3KaeM C 3TOU
IU3[aToM aBTOCTpafhl. f ke cKa3asa Tebe, MBI He goeneM 0o M-6msamb-1. Takenoe gepbMo, €CIIHA 9TO
PoxpmectBo. Ho, ecnmu MBI He HalifieM rae-HuOyOb yOexkwuiie, Thl BOOOIIe He YBUIHUIIL IPYTOT0
rpebanoro Poxpnectsa!"

Cnoputs Owisi0 GeccmeiciienHo. [TycTs [xkepapn npopaboTan B ¢upMe BCETO LIECTh Hefleb, HO OH
3HaJI CYETHI ¢ Muccuc Jmuc. Kpome Toro, momgymarn oH, OHa, HaBEPHOeE, MpaBa. JIydle TpUHSAThH
peleHre KakK MOXKHO paHbIlle ¥ HAWTH MECTO, Tle MOXKHO OCTAHOBHUTLCS, ITI0OKA BCE OCTAJIbHEIE He
IIPUIIIA K TOU XK€ MBICJIHU.

"Xoporo", - cka3an [xepapg. "Tel 3Haelnb rae-Hubynp?"

HeMHOro Bo3HU C MOOUIIBHEIM Te1e(OHOM M MHOTO PyraTelbCTB CIyCTsI, MenaHu KUBHYIA I'OJIOBOM.

"M40", - cka3asna oHa. "Ha BocTok. B cTopony JloumoHna. B I'pundopae ects roctunuia "IIpemsep
Hun" psagoMm ¢ mocce A40 Westway. Ham noporigert. 4 3anuiny HoMep Ha KapTOYKy KOMIIaHUU. YKUH
¥ 3aBTpak, pasyMeeTcs, Toxe. Y, TOCKOJIbKY CerofHs KaHyH PoxpmecTBa, A omjady BUHO U IIKUBO. Bce,
YTO IoxkeaeTe".

OH HUYero He 0TBeTUN. [I2KepapH IPOCTO KUBHYI ¥ COCPEIOTOUMIICS Ha TOM, YTOOHI MallliHa
IOBUTAJIACh U HEe CTOJIKHYJIACh HU C OMHUM JPYTUM aBTOMOOHUIEM, OBUKYIIMMCS TakK ke, Kak Focus.
Onu cBepHynH ¢ Tpacch M25 u npoexanu muMo RAF Northolt, Korma cHer Hadamn UATH C HOBOU
cuoii. MeslaHy BBIKpUKYMBaJjla MHCTPYKIMHU, YKa3biBas [[xKepapay, Kyna ChexaTh C [JIaBHOU [OPOTH, U
HaIlpaBIISsa UX K 3aJHEN YaCTU OTeJs.

"Xopo1asi, MaThk TBOI, paboTa, [[:xepapn", - cka3ana Menanu. "¢ BneuyatiieHa. Trl GBI 3BE3M0M Ha
BCTPeYe, a Teleph T IPUBEJT HaC Clofa LeIkIMU U HeBpeouMbIMuU. bepu Bemu", - mo6aBusa oHa,
OTKpBIBas OBepb. "f 3aMycCh Halllel perucrpanuen”.

I>XKepapn OTKPHLT JTIOK, BBLIE3 U IIOCTIEIIN K 3aiHeH YacTy MaIuHel. OH MOOHSIT OBePb U CXBATHUIICS
3a mepeHOCKy mig KoctioMa Menanu. OH cobpan oba Keiica ¢ HOyTOyKaMy U3HYTPH, YMYLPUBILIKChH
TIPX 3TOM HE YPOHWUTH HU ONHOTO IpeMeTa B CHET, KOTa 3aXJIOMKIBal JTIOK. 3aTeM, KOHTITHPY S



KJII0O9YaMHU U HOYT6YKaMI/I, OH HAITPAaBUJI 6peHOK Ha MalllUHY. OH OBI YK€ Ha IIOJIIIYTH K 3agHen oBepu
0TeJid, KOraa pa3faaliCd CTYK 3aMKOB.

3aTeM OH 0KAa3aJiCs BHYTPH, 61arofapHEIH 3a TO, YTO He COOMPAeTCs IPOBECTH HOUb, 3aCTPSIB B
¢doKyce B CUNIbHBIN OGypaH.

B ¢oiie OBLIO TOTHO HAPOAY, IIOBCIOAY BaJISIUCh YEeMOMAHHL, @ Y CTOUKY afMUHUCTPATOPa LAPHUII
Xaoc.

"9TO BCe, UTO Y HAC €CTh", - TOBOPHUJIAa U3MYyUYeHHas XKEeHIIIMHA 3a CTOMKOM. Y Hee ObLJI BUM YETIOBEKA,
IJIsT KOTOPOT0 KaHyH PoxmecTBa MpeBPaTHUIICS B KOIIIMap, ee IoBefieHre ObIJI0 03a604eHHbIM, JIUIIO0
HaIpsAXKEeHHBIM [0[ Wwankoy CaHThl, CUOAIIEeN Ha IoJI0Be. "ITO adpoInopT. XUTPOY 3aKpPHIT. M
TIeperoiHeHk", - yCiblian [Ikepaph ee clioBa, KOrAa MofoIien K croike. "Tebe 3To HyKHO? [ToToMy
4YTO €CNIU HeT..."

OHa oCTaBHUJIa €ro B IMOABEIIIEHHOM COCTOSIHUHY, ITONHSB OPOBU, BEIPazKeHUe JIUIla TOBOPUIIO, YTO ei
HAIJIeBaTh, COTJIACUTCS MelaHu WM HeT. ITO Obla IMOCIeqHsIsT KOMHATa. B mi06yio CeKyHOy KTO-
HUOYOb IPULET U 3aliMeT ee.

"Yept", - mpomumnena Memnauu. "[Ia, xoportro. [Ipyroro Bei6opa HeT. MBI menuMcs", - CKa3aja OHa
[IKepapay, IpoTATuBas KPeAUTHYIO KapTy. "Bosbllie HOMEPOB HET".

[Toxa agmuHUCTpaTOp oOpabaThiBaia KapTy ¥ OpoHMpoBana HoMep, MenaHu MoXKasa IjaedaMu 1
nobaBuna: "[Iymato, Ham noBe3no. Eime mapy MuHyT..."

[Tocnblmanocs IenKaHbe KJIaBUI Ha KilaBUaType, 1 2Kepapa monpocuiu Ha3BaTh MapKy, MOfieNb U
PETHUCTPAIMOHHBIA HOMED aBTOMOOUIIS.

"HoMep oouH-OOUH-AEBATH", - CKa3ana cekpeTapliua. OHa IPOTIHYya KAPTOHHYIO BCTABKy 4epes
croiky. "Kmiouu BHyTpU. PecTopaH OyneT paboTaTh 0 AecsaTy. 3BUHUTE 3a paHHEee 3aKPHITHE.
PoxpecTB0", - CKa3aia OHa.

OTo Oblyla cTaHmapTHas roctuuia "Ilpembep”. ®MOIETOBHIM IeKOD, rapaepod ¢ OTKPHITEIM (dacafioM
IIPSIMO BHYTPH [BEPH IJIs ofexabl. BaHHas KoOMHaTa HaXxoAwlIach HalIPOTUB raprepoba, KpoBaTh
cipaBa, I1y6xe BriyOb KOMHATHL [Ton 3epKasioM Haxogunach OORYHas [JIMHHAS CTOUKA.
OneKTpruYeCKul KyBIIUH U IPUHAMJIEXKHOCTHY AJ1g Yasd ¥ Kode Ha HeM. TeneBU30p OB HOBBIM
IIJIOCKMM 9KpaHOM, 3aKpelyIeHHbIM Ha KPOHIINTeWHe Ha cTeHe. KpoBaTh Oblsla akKKypaTHO 3acTeJieHa.
B xomHaTe ObUIO TEMJIO, ¥ Kapa 3acTaBujia MejaHu CHATH KyPTKY.

"Hy, BOT MBI ¥ IPUIIIK", - CKa3ajla OHa, Opocas KypTKY Ha KpoBaTh. MelaHU ITOBEPHYIACh U
nocMmoTpesna Ha [Ixkepappa. OHa 1moioXkuia Kynaku Ha 6efpa u mobasuna: "CyacTnuBoro, 0/1ss,
Poxpectna!".



OH ycMmexHymnca. HecMoTpsl Ha pa3o4apoBaHUe OT OTCYTCTBUS foMa Ha PoxpmecTso, [kepapn HalIemn
rpyOblit 9HTYy3Ma3M MejlaHu 3apa3uTeNnbHbIM. ET0 TakXke BliedaT/Inia ee IPyab, MIPUBIEKATEIbHOCTD
KOTOPOM HUYYTh HE YMEHBIINIACh OT 3PEJIbIX JIET UM HEIIPUCTOUHEIX MaHep. OHa eMy HpaBUIaCh.
OH cyuTas ee XMBOH, BeCEJIOM U CeKCyaNbHOU. [I;Kepapy He pa3 npefaBasics paHTa3usIM O MUCCHUC
9nnuc. OHa OblyTa HOeanbHa M1 HEro. Muccuc Jnnuc obnagana BceMu GU3NYeCKUMHU KaueCTBaMH,
KOTOPHIE OH HAaXOAWJI IPUBJIEKaTeIbHEIMU: I'PyfdacTas, Harnas 6JI0HAMHKA ONpefie/IeHHOTO BO3pacTa
¢ urypoi u mUIIoM, KOTOPHIE B CBOE BpeMs, NOJIKHO ObITh, OCTaHABIIMBAJIM [IBUKEHUE, ¥ KOTOPHIE IO
CHUX IIOpP IPUBIEKaT B3rsaabl. OHa Hocuila 6esble 611y3KK B O0TSXKKY, IYTOBHUIIE HAIIPSATAIUCH OT
MaBJIeHUS, a ee 100KK OBIIM MTOYTH HA TPAHU TOTO, YTOOB! OBITH CIIMIIKOM KOPOTKUMH IS IPUITUYUMS.
Emy HpaBHUIOChH, YTO OHa OblJla CKJIOHHA K YyOUMCTBEHHHIM KabmyKaM, 3¢GeKT oT 00yBU MOgYepKUBAI
CTPOMHOCTH ee HOT. Ha iopore UMeHHO BUA I00KM MUCCHUC JJIJIAC, BRICOKO CUASIIEHN Ha Oefpax,
BBI3BaJI IIOTEPIO KOHIIEHTPAINY, B Pe3yJibTaTe Yero OH YyTh He Bpe3asicd B 00K IpPy30BUKa.

"CuacTtiauBoro PoxpecTtsa, muccuc Jdmauc”, - orBeTu [xepapm. "Bel XoTHUTe, YTOOR 3TO mOBecuIu?" -
CIIPOCHJI OH, lepKa [iepxKa JepKaTellb KOCTIOMa HallepeBec.

"Ta, cmacu6o, [Ixkepapn”, - ckazasna oHa. "M pa3 yxK MbI coOupaeMcs 3aCTPSITh 30eCh BMECTe Ha BCIO
HOYb, ToYeMy Obl He pacciabuThCs ¥ He Ha3kBaTh MeHs Men?". MenaHu OTBEPHYIACh U MOMAOIIIA K
okHY. "UepT MeHs mobepu", - CKasayia OHa, IMISIAS B CTPEMUTEIFHO HaIBUTAIOIIYIOCS TEMHOTY.
"MalIvHbl HaXOOSATCS OO CHEXKHBIM OfesIJIOM TONIIUHOK 0KOJIO TpeX HIUMOB!"

I>Kepapy MOBECUIT TIEPEHOCKY 171 KOCTIOMOB Ha IMOPy4YeHb U OPOCU KOMITBIOTEPH Ha KpoBaTh. OH
TIOJIOIIIe]T K OKHY ¥ BCTAJl PSIOM C Hel, YyYBCTBYS IIePBble IIOKAILIBAHUS CEKCYaIbHOT'0 BO30YKIOEHUS
Ha cBOMX gilax. OH mocMOTpen Ha MenaHu JJIIKC, ero B3TJISAL OCTaHOBUJICS Ha ee TPydU. 3aTeM OH
CHOBA B3TJITHYJI Ha KPOBATh ¥ HCIIBITAJI IPUJIUB ITIOXOTH, KOT{Ia TIOHSJI, YTO 9TOM HOYbIO OHU 06a
OyOyT 1of OfiesilioM.

MenaHu HaKJIOHUIACh U CXBaTHIIa 3aHaBeCcKu. OHa 3afiepHYyJa UX U ITOBEPHYIach, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETD
Ha [Xxepapaa.

"Tel cCOOMpAEIILCS TO3BOHUTE NOMOM M 00BSICHUTD, YTO MPOU30LII0?" - CIIPOCHIA OHA. "f mymaro,
TBOU MaMa ¥ 1amna OyayT BOJTHOBaThCS 3a Tebs".

H}Kepapu IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK ZKap IMMOOHUMAETCS II0 €r0 JIMIYy TP HAITOMUHAHUHU O TOM, 9YTO OH BCE
elne XKUBET C POOUTEIIAMHU.

"Ila, HaBepHOe, MHe nyy4lne", - Mpo6opMOoTa OH.

"Hy, s mpuMy gyI u ocTaBiio Te0s", - cka3ana Menanu, mepebupasi maabljaMu CBOIO O11y3Ky. "A
TIOTOM MHI TIO¥IEM B 11ab 10 COCEACTBY, He Tak nu? HauHeM Hally poXOeCTBEHCKYI0 BeUepPUHKY", -
IIpoBOpYasa OHa.

I>xepapn cTapascs He CMOTPETh, Kora MellaHu yXO[uia, CTpsXxuBasi OJy3Ky C IIed, HallpaBIssich B
BaHHYI0. OH ORI y2Ke TBepH, KOr[la OHa OCTAHOBUJIACH U, IOBEPHYBINKCEH Ha GOK, CKUHYyIa GIy3KYy,
6pocuB ee Ha KPOBATh BMECTE CO BCEM OCTAJIbHEIM.



"“TBI 0O4eHB XOPOIIIO BEICTYIIUII HA BCTpeUe", - cKa3asia MejaHy, IIOBTOPUB TO, YTO OHA CKa3ajla
CHapyxXu B MamuHe. "Thl BiedaTnsiems MeHs, [Ixxepapn", - mo6asusna oHa. "Thl MHE HPABUIILCS, ThI
3Haels".

OH He 3HaJ, YTO CKa3aTh. [[Kepapy OBUT B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBE OT BHE3AITHO HAXJTBIHYBIIUX
KOMIIJTUMEHTOB, ¥ 3TO YYBCTBO YCYTYOISJIOCH TEM, YTO OHA ITPOCTO CTOsJIa TaM B 100Ke U nuduuke, u
BUJI ee GOJBIION I'PYAX, BEITMpAIOIIEH U3 Yallleuek, HUKaK He o0Jjieryas ero 3aMelraTebCTRa.

"9T0 OymeT HenoBKO?" MefaHu IPOAoJiXKaja, ee BHHMaHue OBIJI0O COCpeloTOueHO Ha nuile [[xKepappa.
"M=u BgBoeM? B mocTenu?"

"I ... 4 Tak He myMai, MUCCHUC Inuc", - cymen npobypuats oH. "I ... I MOTy ocTaThCs B ofmexkme", -
3aMKaJcs OH.

MemnaHu YXMEBIJIBHYJIACh, BEIPA2KEHHUE €€ JINIld CTAaJI0 HEO2KUIOAHHO XUTPEIM: "0, Tak g 6y11y TOJIOH,
ma?".

Ero numno meinano, Korga oH IIpoMOJI4aJl B OTBET.

[TopaxxeHHsbIl, [IKepapn B3OOXHYI: "4 He 3TO uMen B BUAy. [--"

Ona nogHsIa PyKy, CMescCh, U cKa3ana: "Vx Tel, [Ixkepapa. Ycnokoiica. d mydy. He Bonuyucs”, -
nobaBuia OHa, II0OKa4yaB IojioBoi. "Mkl pa3bepeMcs ¢ aTuM".

Bce elie xuxuKas, OHa IOIIa B BAHHYIO U 3aKphljia IBEPD.

"TTo3BoHu momou!" ycmbiman [IKepapy 3a CEKYHAY A0 TOr0, KakK BEPh 3aX/I0MHYIacCk.
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