- O 60ke! Mapw, TH BRITJISIOUIIL TIOTPsicaoIe! - KpukHyaa ®paHyecka ¢ OPYroro KOHIa KOMHATHI,
rie OHa pa3roBapHBasa C ApPyruMu nmocetutensimMu. OHa 3acTydana Ha CBOMX BBICOKMX KabOITyKax,
cJerka nepeBanuBasice. - la! [la, na. [InaTthe uneansHo, HeT?! 51 3HaMa, 4TO 3TO OyHET UgeanbHO AT
Te0s1, - OHa TPOMKO axHyJjIa, a 3aTeM Hadasia BO30yXKIEeHHO XJI0maTh B nagoiu. - O 6oxke! Mue
HpaBsaTCS 9Tu TyGhnu. A mobmio ux. Tol Bupuis? 4 ke ckasan Tebe, 4To 1mo3abouyck o Tebe. Th
uneanbHa! Bce BHITISOUT UOeanbHO.

- 4...He 3Hal0, KaK Te0s u 6naromaputh, PpaHuecka, - UICKpeHHe cKa3ana Mapu. - Co MHOM HUKOTZa B
JKM3HYU TaK XOPOoIlo He obpaianuck. M mogapku, Tebe He HyKHO Obl10. 4 cobupanach cka3aTh Tebe,
4yTOOBI THl BEPHYJIA UX...HO...4TO XK, THl 3HAEIlh, KaK BEIOMPATh XOPOILIKe BEIIH.

- Bcerga noxanyucta! 9To CBOEro pofa yaOBOIbCTBUE. A Teleph M03BOJIbTE MHE CXOAUTH 3a
Anexkcuc. OHa Xkaja, Korga Thl 3aKOHYUIIE.

®psH 3ala 3a yroj U IoIllia B 3aHI00 4acTh cajioHa. OHa mocTyd4ara, Ipexpe yeM BouTu. Korga
IBepb OTKPhLIACh, OHa yBUAeNa AJIEKCHUC, paclIpoCTePTyIo Ha cTojie. OHa TakXKe chesala BOCK,
MaHUKIOp ¥ MTeuKop. 9601 yCTpouIach MeXIy ee HOT, TIIATeIbHO BHUIM3EIBAS €€ KUCKY. OpaH
HUYero He orBeTuna. OHa CIOKOMHO CMOTPeNa, KakK MaJleHbKas JeBOYKa moBejia AJIEKCUC [0
04YepegHOro MOIITHOI'0 Opra3ma.

- O, pyyyk! 4 KoHUaar0! - ATEKCHUC 3apIXajlach, KOTa ee TeJ0 U3BUBAJIOCh, ¥ OHA IIPUIKalia CBOO
MOKPYI0 KHCKY K JTUIly J00u.

q)paH‘-IeCKa YXMEINTbHYTACh U KUBHYJIA Anekcuc, IIpexne 94eM TUuX0 BBIMTH.

Anekcrc MeqJIeHHO OTKMHYJIa TooBy 960u. - MHe mopa unatu, 306u. Thl 04eHb XOPOILIO CIIPaBUIIACh.
¢ mam 3HaTh C3PY, KAKOM IpeKpacHOM MaJIeHbKOMW IIUTIOIIKOM ThI Oblyia. XOPOIIIO?

- O, crracu00, rocrozxa, - OHa 3aCTEHYHMBO OTBETHUIIA, €€ JINIIO 611ecTesI0 OT COKOB AJIEKCHC.

C atuMu crioBaMu AJleKCHC ofeflach ¥ HalpaBuiaach 00paTHO K BHIXOMY.

- O...00ke Mo¥. Mapu! Thl BHITTISOUIND CEKCYyaslbHO! f mouTH He y3Hasa Tebsi. ITo MmiIaThe
notpscatoiee...a Tyhnau! A Bomocsl! Kak Te ce0s1 4yBCTByeEIIh?

- Ha munnuoH gonnapos! - cka3aja OHa, Cussd OT TAaKOU PeaKIuu.

kekekkk

HexoTtopoe BpeMs CIIyCTs OHU BEPHYJIUCH B OM. AJIEKCUC 3afaBajiacb BOIIPOCOM, MHOTO i1 Tom
yCIleJl HallucaTh, UM ero OTBeKNa [I>KeH. Mapu nogHsAIach B CBOI0 KOMHATY U MOCTaBUIa CYMKH B
mkad. OHa mpoaoiIKana gyMaTh O pa3roBope Mexny Anekcuc u TomoM. Teneps, Korga OHa
BEpPHYJIach B OM, el CHOBa 3aX0TeloCch KOHuUMTh. OHa MoxKanesa, 4To y Hee HeT BuOpaTopa. Mapu



BBIOPOCHIIA 9TU MBICIIA U3 TOJIOBEL. YTO 3a MaTh MacTypOUPYET IO MEIC/IH O CBOoeM ChiHe? [Toka 3To
OBLJIO TOTBKO Y HEe B TOJIOBe, B 3TOM He OBIJI0O HUYEro Mm1oxoro. BoT 4To oHa TBepauia cebe.

Mapu npoiiia 10 KOPUAOPY HaBepX ¥ OCTAHOBUJIACH Y OTKPHITOM IBEPU. ATIEKCHUC BHIIPSIMIISIIach
BHYTPU. MapH JIETOHLKO ITOCTy4Yasia B OTKPHITYIO ABEPD, YTOOH OaTh €i 3HaTh, UTO OHA TaM.

- O, mpuBet, Mapu. 3axogu. 4 mpocTo ybrupar Koe-Kakue BeIH.

- 9To TBOg KOMHaTa? Pa3Be BHI IBO€ He CIIUTE BMECTe? - CIIpocuiia Mapu, ornisigsiBasi 0e37eTyIKy,
KOTOPBIE ITOKPHIBAIN KOMO,.

- Bompmryio yacth BpeMeHu. [IA. X0Ts MHE TOXKe HPaBUTCS UMETh CBOe COOCTBEHHOE ITPOCTPAHCTBO, -
CKa3aJjla OHa, HaflesCh, YTO 3TO He IIOKAaXKeTCS CIUIIKOM CTPaHHBIM.

Mapu 3aMeTHIa CTOIKY KHUT Ha CTOJIE U MOMIOIINIA, TJIIAs Ha HUX. Bce OHU ObIIM HAIKMCAHBl OMHUM U
TEM JKe aBTOPOM KHUTH, KOTOPYIO OHAa YKTasa B camosieTe. OHa B3si/la OMHY U3 HUX, U OTKPHIIA Ha
3amgHel 00/10KKe. MoXKeT ObITh, OHA OIOJIKHUT 3Ty KHUTY IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK 3aKOHYUT YUTATh TY,
KOTOPYIO Hayaia Buepa BeuepoM. OHa He MOTJIa He JyMaTh O TOM, KaK ITPOMOKJIa BO BPeMs MOJIeTa.
Mapu oTMeTuIa mMpo cedsi, YToO UMEHHO KHUTa BO30ymuiia ee J0 TOro, Kak OHa IIpHexasa Cloja 9TUM
yTpoM. ITO0 OBIT EePBHIM Pa3, KOTHa OHa MT0-HACTOSIIEeMY ITOYyBCTBOBAJIA 3TO C TEX IOP, KaK y3Hasla o
pOMaHe CBOEro MyxXa, UJId, BO3MOXKHO, 3a[I0JIT0 0 3TOT0. 3aTeM, YBUAEB 0OHaXKeHHY0 AJIEKCHC, OHA
etre 6osble Bo30ynunachk. [10CayIaB uX pa3roBOP U YCIBIIAB, KAK OHAa TOBOPHUT O YJEeHe €€ CHIHA,
OHa MPOCTO MOATONIKHYJIA €€ K Kparo MPOIMacTH.

OHa OTKpHhIJIa 9K3EMIIISIP TOH XKe KHUTH B TBePIOM IIepersieTe, KOTOPYIo YuTana. Ha BHyTpeHHeH
cTopoHe Opiyla Hapgnuck. OHa mpousia eé. 3aTeM OHa OCTAHOBHJIACH B IIOJTHOM OCO3HAHUM U
niepevnTaa eé eie pa3. A moToMm eire pas. Y Hee yIao cepiile, a TOTOM 3aKPyKuIach rojIoBa.
[ToyeMy ceromHs HUUTO He UMeJI0 CMEIC/Ia? BOT 0HO, 0mHaKO, OBITO BHITPABHPOBAHO KPACHOM PYUKOM.
Tam OBIJIO HAMKXCAHO: "AJIEKCHC, s ObI HE CMOT 3aKOHYHThL 9TOT POMaH 0e3 TeOs. Tl HacTosIIas
mtioxa. S mo6mio Tebs". Y oo Obu10 mopmucano "ToM". 9ToOro OBIIIO ITOYTH CIIMIIKOM MHOI'O, YTOORI
TIepeBapuTh. ITO OBIIO SICHO KaK OeHb. [louepK MpuHa/Iexan ee ChIHY, ¥ OHa SICHO BHJIeJa, YTO OH
noamnucan cBoe uMs. OHa OT/IOXKWIIa KHUTY U BeIOeXKasla U3 KOMHATEL. AJIEKCHC CMOTpesia el BCIIe],
rajiasi, 9TO ee Tak paccTpouno. Eif ¥ B r0JIOBY He IMPHIIIO, YTO OHA BUEJA HAMMUCE.

3ameraTenbcTBO Mapu gocturio nuka. OHa BoOIIa B CBOI0 KOMHATY U 3aKphljia ABEPH, 3a6paBIINCh
Ha KpoBaTh. Eif IPoCTO BLUIO TPYHHO 060 BceM AyMaTh. "Moii chiE — aBTOp 6ecTceriepos "Hero-Mopk
TaiMc", - TUXO IIOBTOPUJIA OHa Npo ceOsi. [IepeBapuBas nH(MOPMalKIO, OHa ITOlyMasia, YTO TeIephb
IIOM HMeeT 151 Hee cMbIc/. KoHe4Ho, y Hero Obly meHbru. [TouTu Kaxkaas KeHIIMHa, KOTOPYIo OHa
3HaJla IoMa, YuTana 9TU KHUTU. Y MyXK4uHH Toke. OHU OBIJTM TaKUMU OTKPOBEHHBIMU U
CEKCyaJlbHbIMU. MoXkeT OBITh, TIO3TOMY OH ¥ He ynoMsHyJ 00 3ToM. "O 6oxke", - mpolemnTasia OHa,
oyMasi O TOM, KaKO¥ BJIaKHOM 3TO CHeJIajlo ee, U 0 TOM, KakK ee CecTpa CKa3ajla, YTO OHa 0XOTHO
MacTypOupoBasa Ha Hux. Ho memno Ovlsio He B KHUTaX, He Tak nmu? OH Hamucasnl UX, Tak YTO Ha CaMOM
mene 3To ObLIM MBICIM €€ ChIHA, KOTOpEIe CHieslalii ee BlaXkHOW — ee YBEPEHHOr0 B cebe, YCIIeIHOT 0
CHIHA C OONBIINM TOJICTHIM YJIEHOM.



Mapu 3ampaa IaaThe U OMYyCTHIIa PYKY K CBOel Kucke. Termeph oHa Oblyla TAaKOW TJIagKOM, a
OTCYTCTBHE BOJIOC He MO3BOJISITIO CKPHITh, HACKOJIBKO OHA MPOMOKJIA. "McIonb3yi cBoi poT", -
IIpolIernTana OHa caMa cebe, KOTjia ee Iajbllbl CKOJTb3HYIM BHYTPL Hee. Mapu mtakana, Tepeds cebst
maibiiaMu. "ToMac, - TOBTOPSsI/Ia OHA PO ce0s CHOBA M CHOBA, - TOMAC, YTO THI AeJlaellb C MaMOom?"

Xotst mpo6eMa Obiia y Mapu. OHa 3Halla, YTO OH He MTPOCHUJI ee UYUTAaTh KHUTY U He TOBOPUIT €M, UTO
Hamucan ee. OH He TOBOPUJI TaKUX Belllel AJIEKCHC B ee IPUCYTCTBUU. UMEHHO ee JTI0O0IBITCTBO
IIPUBEJIO KO BCEM 3THM OTKPOBeHHUsIM. OH He IIBITAJICS 3aBECTH €€, ¥ OT OCO3HAHUS 3TOTO €1 CTajio
emte xyxe. OHa OblIa HCKPEHHEe yBJIeYeHa ero TAalHOHN XKU3HBI0. - ITO HEIPABUIIBHO, - CKa3aJia OHa
BCITyX, HO ee MaJIblibl Tenephb paboTanu OGLICTpee. - DTO HEMPABUIILHO, KOTa MaMOyiKa X04eT TBOH
OOJIBIIION, TOJICTHIN YJIEH, - KAaK TOJIBKO CJI0BA COPBAIUACEH C €€ I'y0, OHa B30pBaIach B CUJIbHEHIIIEM
oprasMe, KOTOPHIH y Hee Korpa-nu0o ObLI.

Mapu cBepHy/Iach KajJaunkoM moBepx O6emoro Gernbs. Temeps OHa IjaKasa ele cunbHee. Ee pyku
mepKaTcs 3a ee HOBOe IIJIaThe, ITadkKasl ero COKOM Ha TajIbllax U MPOoMexkKHOCTH. Bce 65110
HemnpaBuiabHO. OHA YyBCTBOBaJa ce0s1 0YeHb OOMHOKOM B 3TOM OOJIBIIIOM JOME, B 3TOM CTPAHHOM
nome. Ee myx ucues. OH OB IIe-TO Ha BOCTOKE U TpaxXall CBOI0 MOJIOAYI0 MacCaXkUCTKy. BeposTHo,
OH COBCeM II0 Hel He cKy4as. Ee ceiH Obln He3HakoMIeM. OHa odUIIMaIbHO YYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
Oorbllle TIOHSTHS He UMEET, KTO OH TaKoM. Pa3Be OH He MOMIIy4YXBa Hal HEW CErOOHs 3a TO, UTO OHA
yuTana 3ty Kuury, EI'O kaury? W Anekcuc Toxke! Pa3Be oHa He roBopusa 06 aToM ¢ Mapu ceropHs
yTpoM? JTo OblNla KakKasi-To 0OJbIIas IIyTKa 3a ee CcYeT, moayMaia oHa. OHa Ha3Baja 3TO
HEMIPUCTOMHOCTHIO, U OH, JOJIKHO OBITh, HABEPHSKA IIOHSII, YTO 9TO ee 3aBoauT. OHa 3aljaKaja elle
CuibHee, fyMas O TOM, YTO €€ ChIH, IOJIXKHO ObITh, TPEKPACHO 3HaJl, YTO OHa 3acTaBuia cebs
KOHYMTh, YATAS 3TO.

Mapu B TOT MOMEHT Ka3aJioCh, YTO MUP PYIIUTCS BOKPYT Hee. OTUM yTPOM OHA YyBCTBOBasa ce0s
Jy4ille, HO ee [poKalllas XBaTKa PeaabHOCTH YCKOINb3HYa. [lToueMy TpaxalTcs BCce, KpoMe Hee?
[ToueMy Bce B 9TOM KH3HM Ka3al0Ch COCPEIOTOUEHHEIM Ha cekce? [loueMy OHa He MOTJia IPUHSATh
ydacTre B BoiHeHuu? [laxe cefyac, KOrjia oHa MacTypOupoBasa, 3To ObIJI0 oMpayeHo
MHIIECTYaJIbHBIMU MBICTIIMHU. EMMHCTBEHHBIM CUJIbHBIM MYKUYMHOM, OCTABUIMMCS B €€ KU3HHU,
KOTOPHIN IIPEJJI0OKUI el COUYBCTBUE, OB ee ChIH. Telleph OH OLIyIaJics YyKakoM. Y Hero Oblyia
TaliHas XKW3Hb, KOTOPYIO OH CKPHIBAJ OT Hee, KHU3Hb, KOTOPas TakK ee BO30yxXK[aia, HO OHA He MOrja
OBITH ee 4acThio. [ToueMy y Hee He MOXKeT OBITh TAaKOM KM3HH, KaK y Anekcuc? JTa XKeHIuHa Obla
npegaHa e€ CHIHY, U ee Tpaxasu, 6anoBanu ¥ 3a00TUNKCH 0 Helt. UTo Ob110 y Hee? Ee xku3Hb Oblsla
II0JIHA 1KY, oOMaHa ¥ TaliH. HecMOTps Ha BCe ee MOPBIBH, CeMYac OHa HyXKfanach B ChiHe. Eil HyKHO
051710, YTOOBI OH OOHSJI ee U yTEIINII.

kxekkkk

Anekcuc BH[EJIa, KaK MapI/I, TAXKEJI0O BCXJIUIIbIBAI, BEIOE2KasIa U3 CBOEM KOMHATHI.

- Mapu? - OHa crpocuna: - Mapu? YTo CIIy4unocs?

Ona Oblyta cOUTa C TONKY 3TOU BHE3AITHOW ITIePEMEHOM B €€ MoBedeHnN. AJIeKCUC OTMeTua, Kakoi 11o-
HaCTOSAIIEMY CYaCT/IMBOM OHa Ka3aslach BCETO TPUALATh MUHYT Ha3af.



MapI/I IOMBITHYJIa HOCOM, HAIIPABJIAACH K JIECTHHIIE.

- MHe HyXHO 1OroBOpPUTH C ToMOM. MHe HyKHO HaWTH ero. Thl 3Haellb, rge OH?

Anexcuc HeMe[JIeHHO 3alaHuKoBajla. KOHEeYHO, OHa 3Hala, rme oH. Mapu Toxe 3Hasnma. OH GBI B
cBOeM KabuHeTe B 3alHel YacTH JoMa. AJIeKCHC IMPOIIla MUMO MAIMHE [I2KeH Ha yiulle, KOToa OHU
TIOMbEXaliy, ¥ OHa 3HaJIa, YTO OH BCe elre ObI ¢ Hel. OHA He MOTJIa MO3BOIUThE Mapy MOTPEBOKUTH
ero.

- Ox, Mapu, oH paboTaeT. Thl IeHCTBUTENBHO HE MOXKEIIL OECIIOKOUTD €T0, - OHA IOIBITanach CKPHITh
[IaHUKY, KOTOPYIO YyBCTBOBaja, HO Mapu He ocTaHaBXBanachk. - Mapu! [ToxkanyuicTa, HOJOUAN U
IIOTOBOPU €O MHOM. [T03Bo/Is MHE mToMoub Tebe. [ToxkanyiicTa, He 6ECIIOKOUTE ero.

- Tol He TOHUMaeIlb. MHe IIPOCTO HYXKHO €TI0 YBUOETh.

Mapu yxKe Obljla Ha MOIYTH BHU3 II0 JIECTHUIlE, U TeTeph ANEKCUC CIefioBaja 3a Hel, yMOJIsis ee.

- Mapu! {1 He Mory no3BouTh TeOe yBUAETh ero. [loxkamnyiicTa, moiimu. OH OyneT cepauThes. 7
ofelana emy.

Mapu npoposxkana UTHOPUPOBaTh ee. OHA yXKe BHIXO[KIIa Ha 3aHUI OBOP, U Aylekcuc Oblsia B yKace.

- OctanoBuck! He xomu Tyma. f He mo3Bosi0 Tebe BOWTH TyOa, - ATeKCHC 3aKpuyaia Ha Hee.

Mapu o0epHYyJach ¢ ria3aMy, IOJTHEIMU CJ1€3, ¥ CMepUia B3TJIAI0M XyIeHbKY0 OJIOHANHKY. - TH MHE
He mo3BouiIs? M BooO1IIEe, KTO TH TaKasl, YepPT BO3bMHU?

C sTuMHM CIIOBaMHu OHa TIOBEPHYJIaCh U PEHIUTETIbHO HAllPaBUJIaChk K TOCTEBOMY NOMUKY.

9T0 3amMeyaHue yKacHO 3afieno Anekcuc. OHa coMasach ocpefyu 3agHero asopa. OHa nmoduna
Toma ¥ XoTesna TOJIBKO OeJlaTh TO, YTO OH MPOCHII. Eif HpaBUIOCH TPOBOOUTL CETOMHS BpeMs ¢ Mapu.
Ho eé koMMeHTapui 3aCTaBUI €€ IIOYYBCTBOBATh Ce0s1 TaKOM HE3HAYUTENIbHOM, TaKOM HUKYEMHOM.
Ona nmogBena ux oboux. Ecimu 661 ToM OBIT 3071 Ha Hee, eciii OBl 9Ta XPEHb 3aCTaBUIIa €T0 IPEKPATUTh
ee TIOOYMHEHNE, YTO XK, TOrga oHa Onlyla Obl HUKYEeMHOU. U CJ1e3bl IIOTEKIIA PYyUbEeM.

kxckkkk

Tom He Mor OBITH G0Jiee TOBOJIEH CBOMMHU yCIleXxaMU CerofHs nHeM. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4YTO €ro MaMa
TIOSIBUJIACh HEOXKHUIAHHO, EMY BCE XK€ yIaioCh 3aKOHYUTh HECKOJIBKO CTpaHuil. TOM OBazKIbI
1103a60TUIICS O TOM, YTOOR COXPAHUTh CBOM [OTMONHEeHUs. OH ¥ paHbllle COBEPILAJ OUIUOKY, TEPSSI
paboTy, U Temepb UMeJ IPUBHIYKY IIEPENPOBEPSTH BCE ABAXKMIHL.



OH npoBesn yac ¢ [IKeH, KOT[a OHa IIprexasa, a IIOTOM JiBa C II0JIOBUHOM Yaca nmucan. OH 3acTaBUll ee
CKa3aTh HECKOJIbKO YHU3UTEbHEIX Bellled, B TO BpEMS KaK OHa JiepxKaJjla CBOI0 KPaCHYI0 3agHUITY B
BO3MyXe [ ero YOOoBONIbCTBUS. OH BCTaJl IPUMEPHO Yepe3 Yac I0cCe TOro, Kak Hadasl IIUCaTh, U
BCTABUJI aHAJIbHYIO IPOOKY CPeHero pa3Mepa B ee TYTYI0 MaJeHbKYI0 3afHUIly. [[3KeH HpaBUJIOCh
YyBCTBOBaTh Ce051 HEMHOT0 YHUXKeHHOU. OHa Oblna BCS B3BUHUEHA XXeCTOKUM oOpalieHreM. Tom
nogyMaJt, 94To 65110 Ol JKECTOKO 3aCTaBIIATh €€ ellle [OJIbIIe XKAaTh 0CBOOOKIEHUS.
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