ITocne Toro Kak MepHI/IH IIpUIIe B cebs1, OH 6pOCI/IJ'[ CBO€ TeJIO B ITyCTOE€ MECTO psAgoM C Haransei,
He 3a0bIBasi O ISATHE OT CBOEH CIIEPMHI. OH nexan Ha CIIMHE U CMOTDPEII B IIOTOJIOK, IIOJIOZKKWB OOHY
PYKY Ha 7106. Ero mbIxaHue OBbLJIO TSIXKEJIBIM | KOPOTKHM, IIOKA3bIBas MIPHU3HAKHW HUCTOIIEHUA.

[Toxoxe, 3TO OB ero mpemen. 1o KpaitHe# Mepe, MBICIIEHHO.

Bce aTo BpeMs HaTanesl Tymo cMoTpesa BBepX. Ee rpyau oBUranuch BBepX U BHU3, KOT'a OHA TAXKEII0
peimana. Y3 ee KUCKY TEKJIO MHOTO CIIePME], OKpallluBasi IPOCTHHI0. Ee COCTOsTHYe Ka3anoch XyxXe,
yeM y MeprnrHa; HO eCJIH BE CIIPOCUTE ee YeCTHOe MHEeHNe, OHa 04YeHb NOBOJIbHA. «OTO OBIJIO Tak
CUJIbHO. OTO OBLI CaMblil B3PHIBHOM, HO yIOBIETBOPSIOLUINYN Opra3M, KOTOPhIM ¥ MeHS OBII.»

"HaTtanpa?" MepnuH BHE3AMHO I103BAJl €€, BEIPBAB U3 €€ MEICIIEH.

Haranbsl moBepHynach, 4ToOH IOCMOTPETHh Ha MepirHa, KOTOPHIM CMOTPE Ha Hee, Jexa Ha 00Ky U
OAIePKKUBasi BEPXHIOI0 YaCTh TeJla JIeBEIM JIOKTeM. C pacTEPSIHHBIM BHIpaXkKeHUEM JIUIa OHa
crnpocuna: "da?"

"Kak 310 0b1710? Bhisio X0poimo?" Cnpocun MepiauH ¢ MIMPOKOW yIRIOKOM, MHOTO3HAYUTEIHHO
IPUIIONHSB OPOBU.

Haranpsa 3akaTusa ria3a u oTBetusna: "KTo 3HaeT... a Thl TO CaM Kak JAyMaellb?"

"¢l mymaro, THl OYeHb I0BOJIbHA... BePHO?" Mep/IuH CKJIOHUII T'0JI0BY, ©300paxas rimy0oKyio
3aqyMYMBOCTb. "f ©MeI0 B BHY, YTO S BEJIMKOJIENIEH B IIOCTEJIH, HE TaK JTu?"

B o0MmeH Ha Hapuuccu3M MepnuHa HaTanbs CHUCXOOUTENIBHO YIBIOHYIACh U MATKO XJIONHYJIA €T0 10
rpynu. "Tel caMOyBepeHHBIN!"

[Tocrne 3TOr0 OHM MOJTYa IIOCMOTPENIX OPYT Ha gpyra.

"TIbd... xe-xe... xaxaxa!" (MepauH)

"Qy... pxyxyxy..." (HaTanbs)

Bopyr oxu 3acMmestiuck. OCTaHOBHUBIIKCH ¥ BOCCTAHOBHUBIIIKCEH, OHYM IIOCMOTPEJIH OPYT APYTY B I'la3a U
HaCJIaXXIaTuCh 001IeCTBOM OPYT APyra B MUPHOM THUINWHE, CIIJIeTas IajIbIbl Ha KPOBATH.

AtMocdepa Oblsla MUPHOI, U OHU YyBCTBOBaJIU Ce0s MOBOJIBHKIMU. HO, YBEI, 3TO JOIXKHO OBIJIO CKOPO
3aKOHYUTLCA.

"MHe HYKHO OBICTPO MPUBECTH cebs B MOPSOOK. {1 yBepeHa, YTO IeBOYKH CKOPO BEPHYTCS; MBI 3[0ECh



yKe Kakoe-To BpeMs" BHe3amnHo cka3asa HaTtamnbs.

HaTtanbst BEICBOOOIMIIa CBOM IaJIbITEL U3 MajblleB MeparuHa U MOMHSIACh, MPeXKIe YeM HallPaBUTLCS K
Kpai KPoBaTH, YTOORI CECTh TaM, IIOCJIe Yero IIOCTaBUIa HOTH Ha I10J1; OHA IOIKITaIaCh IEPeHeCTH
BEC Ha HOTH, HO Cpa3y 00HaAPYXKMJIa, YTO HUXKHSS YaCTh €€ Tejla OHEeMela.

"Boxe... Thl OB CIMIIKOM arpeCCUBHBIM C MOMM TeJloM." HaTaibsi KpUBO YIBIOHYIACh U IIOCMOTpPENIA
Ha MepnuHa 4yepes mIeyvo.

MepnuH cesl Ha KpoBaTh, XJIOIHYII B JIaAOIIX ¥ BUHOBATO ITOCMOTpell Ha HaTaneio. "MHue Xass.
Hapgerocs, THI MeHS IPOCTULG. .. "

HarTanbs mokavana rojioBoy ¢ BhIpaxkKeHHWeM, KOTOpoe 03Hadano: “Hudero He mopenaelisb!” u 1eTkKo
IIPOCTHUJIa ero. "Tsl MyKeCTBeHHBIM MOJIOOOU 4€eJI0BEK, I09TOMY TaKue Belly eCTeCTBeHHH"

"Cmacu6o. Tel Takas noOpasi, Hatanbs. Tel 3acTaBisens MeHs BIOOIATLCS B TeOsT Bce 00JIbIe 1
6onbmie" ®nuproBan MepnuH ¢ Hatanbel, 3aCTaByissl ee BeCesio yias0aThCs.

[Tocmne aToro oHM HEMHOTO 1060ITaNMM, MoKa HaTanbs kasna, moKa HEMHOT'0 BOCCTaHOBUTCS. Bece aTo
BpeMs HaTanbsl cupesna Ha Kpalo KpoBaTy, a MepiuH nexarn Ha 00Ky B moctend. OHa Takxke B3sijia
OTKYHa-TO TPSIKY, YTOOLI OUMCTHTh CTEPETh CIIePMY, CTEKABIIYIO [0 BHYTPEHHEH CTOPOHE ee Genep.

Co cBoero mecta MepnuH MOT BUAETH OIMHHBEIE BOJTHACTHE BOIOCH HaTanbu u 6e3ynpeyHyio CIUHY.
«[ToueMy-To ee CIiMHA BHITTIAAUT 3JIETAHTHO. [[ymMalo, 3TO 0YapoBaHUe NIpUBJIeKaTEeIbHON MaMOYKy."
[Topyman MepnuH.

HaTanbs BCTaa C ITOCTENH IOCTIe TOT0, KaK ee COCTOSIHUE YIIy4IInIoCch. 3aTeM oHa coOpaia omexmy
1 HajJesla HuxXHee Oebe.

Korma HaTanest yBUmena, 4TO Ha €€ TPYOU MHOTO KPacCHBIX OTMETHH, OHa KPUBO YIRIOHYIach. 3aTeM
OHa pellnia Mo-IpyroMy HafieTh CBOM TOII Ha IIyTOBHUIIAX.

O6bryHO Hartambs OTIIyCKaJla HECKOJIEKO ITYT'OBHII, YTOOHI C TOPAOCTEIO ITOKAa3aTh CBOX 6}00Traanep51
U IBIINTHOE OEKOJIbTE.

OHa pemmia Tak HafieTh CBOM TOII He TOJIbKO ITOTOMY, YTO UyBCTBOBasa ce0sl yBepeHHOU B CBOEN
BEJIUKOJIENHOM Urype u Kpacote, HO ¥ IIOTOMY, UTO el GBIJI0O HY>KHO 3TO OTBEPCTHUE M3-3a CBOEH
OobIION TPYAY; el HyKHO OBLIO 0TBEPCTHE [JIs JIydIlleld MUPKYJIAIUK Bo3nyxa, YTOOs Tpyab He
neperpeBaach; B IPOTUBHOM CiIy4dae OHa ObI TOTEeJIa ¥ YyBCTBOBAjAa JUCKOMMOPT B 3TOX 00/1aCTH
I10CJIe HEKOTOPOT'0 OBUKEHUS.

Bornbiras TPDYOb - 3TO TaKad Hp06HeMa. Boree Toro, 9T0 BHI3EIBAET OO B CIIMHE.



"Jlopg MepnuH, s He BO3paxKalo, eCJIA TH X0Yelllb 3[[eCh OTIOXHYTh, HO S AyMalo, YTO OBII0 OB
Jyd4iie, eciu Okl THI BEPHYJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY OO TOTO, KaK BEPHYTCS TBOU TOBapUIIu" BOCKIMKHYIIa
Haranbs, omeBIINCE.

" mousan!" MepnuH KuBHyN Hatanbe, mpexie 4eM 3acTaBUTh ce0s1 BCTaTh C KPOBATU. 3aTeM OH C
rnomomrbio HaTaneu omerncs.

"He To 4TOOH 5 Bo3paxaJl, HO II0YeMy Thl IIOMOTaellb MHe ofeThCs?" CMYILIeHHO CIIpocun MepiuH.

Ecnu 6B KTO-TO BOIIIEN B 9TY KOMHATY IIPsAMO ceryac, Y HUX OB1710 OBI Hegopa3yMeHue, IIOTOMY 4TO
Hatanbs cTosinna Ha KOJIeHIX rnepen mpoMe2KHOCTBIO MepHI/IHa, TITATEJIbHO 3aCTeruBasa €ro peMeHkb.

Kak HY KPYTH, UX TTO3ULHKS BEITTIAAUT MHOT000EIIAIOIeHN.

"Pa3Be TO, UTO NpeflaHHas XKeHa IoMoraeT Tebe ofieBaThCs, He fefaeT Tebs cyacTauBeIM?" HaTasnbs
yBepeHHO yJIBIOHYIach, KOTHa OHa CIIPOCHUIIa.

"¢l He Mory aToro oTpuniaTh. 3a00TIMBas U NIpefaHHas XKeHa - 3T0 MOM THUIL." MepiIuH B OTBET Ofapul
Harasnbio oyapoBaTeIbHOU YIILIOKOM.

"Xopomo. I'otoBo." Cka3ana HaTamnbs, BcTaBas.

"Crmacu0o0 3a momoIms, Mue."

"Tloxanyucra."

[Tocne atoro Mepnux u Hatanbsd BBILIIIA.

"Yro THI coOMpaeIbes aeaTh mocie aToro?" Crpocunr MepiuH mocie Toro, Kak Hatambs 3akphina
OBepb CMallbHU.

Haranbst cuenana 3agyM4uBOe JIMII0, KOTHa OHa ITIOCMOTpeJia B OKHO, BCe BpeMs Kacasich I'y0
yKa3aTeJIbHBIM IajiblleM. 3aTeM OHa OTBeTHusa: " pa3orpero ocTaTKu 3aBTpaka. Kcratu, atu
MEeBYIIKY, TBOU CIIyTHHUIIB, IPOIYCTU/IM CBOU 3aBTPaK; OHU yOexKanu paHbIe"

"Ia?" MepuH BOPOCUTEIHHO IIPUIIOAHST GPOBS.

Haranbsl KUBHYyIa B TOATBEpPKAeHNE. "[10X0Ke, OHM TOPOIMIUCE ¥, CMEI0 CKa3aTh, OHU ObLIIA
B3BOJIHOBAHHBI"

Ha MrHoBeHue y MepnuHa OBIJIO 3aiyMYKBOE BhIpakeHue Ha nuile. «Ecnu s Bce MPaBUIIbHO IIOMHIO,



OHU OOJIZKHEI OBLIIH IIPEYMHOXKHUTE CBOU CHUJIEI.»

MepnuH pelus mepectaTh AyMaTh 0 HUX ¥ 00paTuil BHUMaHue Ha Hatanbio. "KctaTu, yeM st Mory
Tebe moMoun?"

"B aTom HeT HeoOxoguMocTu. Trl repol, u Tebe He crenyeT 6eCIOKOUTHCSA O TAKUX CKPOMHBIX Belllax.
4 mory cpenats 3TO cama”

"Ho s HacTauBal."

HaTanpa 3agymMuyrBO IOCMOTpEJIa Ha Cepbe3HbI B3r1aa Mepinusa. [1ocie TiaTenbHoro
o0myMbIBaHKS OHa ITIOKOPHO B3[OXHYJIA U CKa3aja: "XopoIro. Ecnu Te HacTauBaelb."

[Tocne sToro MepnuH HanpaBUJICS Ha 3aJHUU ABOP 3a OPOBAMU CO CKJlafa I10 yKa3aHuo HaTaibu.
TeMm BpemMeHneM HaTanbs yIia Ha KyXHIO.
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