MepnuH ces Ha TOT XKe CTYJI, Ha KOTOpPoM cupen Buepa. OH OblT TaM coBceM onuH. ®umusi, TuaHa u
Jlycce GBIV CHApPYXKH U ellle He BepHYuCh. HaTasmbst Oblyla Ha KyXHe, pa3orpeBaja eny A eBoYeK
¥ TOTOBUJIA ey Ha obef.

Xotst MepnuH xoTen MoMo4yb HaTanbe, OH MOHSJ, 4YTO He pa3bupaeTcs B CpelHEBEKOBO KyxHe. Kak
TOJIBKO OH YBHUEIN IIeYb BMECTO ra30BOM UIIM 3JIEKTPAYECKOU IIJIUTHI, OH Cpa3y XkKe IepeayMa uTo
6o menaTh.

He noiiMuTe HenpaBuiabHO; MepuH yMeJl TOTOBUTH, HO He YMeJl TOTOBUTH BKYCHEIe Omtofia. OH ymMen
TOTOBUTH IIPOCTHIE OITI0Ia, HAITPUMED, OMJIET UM JTAMuIy OBICTPOTO IIPUTOTOBIEHHUS, HO AJIST 9TOT'0
€My MPUXOUIIOCH UCITOJIb30BaTh YIOOHBIE COBPEMEHHEIE HHCTPYMEHTHI!

Y MeprnrHa He XBaTUJIO TEPIIEHUS TOTOBUTH B IT€4YH, B KOTOPOX B KAUeCTBe TOIJIMBa TPeOOBAIUCh
[POBa, U 3a HeW HyKHO ObLJIO IOCTOSTHHO CIIEAUTh, YTOOH! MOANEPKUBATh HYKHYIO TEMIIEPaTypy.

BoT moueMy, 3aKOHYHUB IIOABEM TSIXKECTEH, OH U3BUHUJICS, YTO HE MOXKET IIOMOYb ellle 4YeM-TO
Haramnse.

OH ceToBaJ Ha OTCYTCTBHE B 3TOM MHUpPE YAOOHHEIX COBPEMEHHBIX HHCTPYMEHTOBR!

«B03MOXKHO, 1 IPOU3BENY PEBOJIIOLUIO B TEXHOJIOTUHU II0CJIE TOT0, KaK IIOKOPI0 3TO MUPO3daHue... [la!
910 xopoinad 1ens! A 6yny Tomacom SnucoHoM u JleoHapo na Bunuu atoro mupa! Ila 3mpaBCTByET
peBomonug! »

MepnuH GBICTPO BOCCTAHOBHUJI camMoobyiafanue, Koraa MoHsI, 4To 3aberaeT Biepen. «Ho mepen aTum
s OOJIKEH CHayvasla nmoexath B cTonuily! Kcratu, Korga Mel Tyaa noegem? 4 nonxkeH cupocuts dumnuio
¥ OCTa/IbHBIX, KOT[la OHU BEPHYTCS!»

Bre3amHo Mep/iuH IO4YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO B TABEPHY BXOAST KaKKUe-TO JIIOOHU, II09TOMY OH B3TJISTHYJI Ha
BXOJIHYIO IBEPh ¥ YBUEJI, UTO €0 MPOIaBIIKe TOBAaPHIIY BXOOSAT Yepes Hee.

«Kakoe coBnagenue! Hakonel] onu BepHynuck! Xopoiro? KTo 9Ta meByiika? d HUKOTr[a He BUOEN ee
B mon3uHCcH U B oBa! Ho uTo eiie BaxHee... UepT nmobepu! BO113u oHa BRITISOUT MUJIO U
9K30THUYHO!» MepnuH 3aMeTHI, YTO UX CTajI0 OOJIbIIe.

OHM IIOILIJIN B €T0 HAIIPABIIEHUHU U IIPUCOEOUHHUIINCE K HEMY 3ad €r0 CTOJIMKOM, 3d UCKNMIYEHNEM
HEN3BECTHOMU OEBYIIKH; HpI/IGHI/I3I/IBH.II/ICB K HEMY, OHA 3aCThlJIa Ha CBOEM MeCTe, YCTaBUBIINCE Ha
MeanHa IIOKPACHEBIIHUM JIMIIOM U IIOTEPAHHBIMU I'lTa3dMH.

MepiuH MOYyBCTBOBAJ ce0s TAKUM CaMOJOBOJILHEIM, KOTTIa YBUAEI PEaKLXio JeBYIIKH.

Tem BpemeneMm ®Ounus, Tuana u Jlycce KpuBo yIRIOHYINUCH, YBUOEB PEAKIUIO AeBYIIKY. OHU TaKXkKe
3a7laBaJIuCh BOIIPOCOM, BEITJISIENM JIM OHU TaK JKe, KOTHa Buepa Ha HUX BO3[IeHCTBOBAJIO €r0



obasiHMe. Korga oun B006pa3I/IHI/I 9TO, UM CTaJIO CTHIOHO, HO OHM YTEUIUIN cebst TeM, 4TO 3TO OBIIIa
BHHa MepJ’II/IHa,’ ero obasiHue OBLJIO CIMIIKOM HeHOpMaHBHBIM!

B 3TOT MOMEHT Tpoe U3 HUX UMEJIA 3HaUUTEJIbHOE COIIPOTUBIIEHKE 0YapoBaHuio MeprnrHa. Mx Gbl10
HEJIETKO YBJIEYb.

OpmHako UX COMPOTHBIIEHNE YapaM MepiuHa UMeo Mo60YHE 9PPeKT. ITO TaKKe YBETHUUIIO UX
OXKUIAHUS OT MYKUMH, TIOCKOJIbKY OHU ITOJICO3HATEILHO UCIIOIb30BaJIH TUI[0 MepauHa B Ka4ecTBe
OpUEHTHPA; OHU AyMaJil, UTO APYTUe MyKYKHHI BRITISOAT MeHee NIPUSITHHIMU I10CJie TOT0, KaK
IpUCIIocoOMINCE K 00asgHuio MepuHa.

"IToOpo moxkamoBaTh." MepIrH M03T0OPOBAJICS CO CBOMMHE NEeBOYKAMHU CMOTPS Ha HUX, KOTHa OHU
pPacCenucs.

TConoc MeprnuHa BEIBes CeIOBIACYI0 OeBYILIKY U3 oleneHeHus1. OHa cpa3y Xe IpefcTaBUiiach
Mepnuny: "MeHs 30ByT AliHa. f1 mpuexaa U3 faneKoi CTpPaHbl, YTOOH ITPUCOENUHUTLCS K TePOoIo B
ero CTpeMJIeHuH o0equTh TEMHOTO JIOpAa. Bo3MOXKHO, BBl IPU3BAHHLINA repo?"

CemoBmnacast OEBYIIIKa, TeIIEePhk U3BEeCTHAsA KakK AliHa, BeXJIMBO IMpeacTaBUiach. MemeH HEe MOTI' HE
OTMETHUTL €€ HAaBBIKHW 3THKETA.

«OHa HaCTOPOKEHHO OTHOCUTCS KO MHe?» [lomyman MepiuH, 3aMETUB OCTOPOKHOCTh, KOTOPYIO
UCIBITEIBANIa K HEMY fieByIIKa. «Ho moyeMy? MbI HUKOTa PaHbIlle He BCTPEYasuCh!»

MepnuH ObITT COUT C TOJIKY U JIIOOOIBITEH, HO OTOPOCHUJT MTI0OOIBITCTBO, YTOOR! TPEICTaBUTHCS
neBymke. "MeHs 30ByT MepnuH [leHgparos. O4eBUAHO, S HEIHEITHUY repou. [IpusaTHO
II03HAKOMUTHCS, MUCC AMTHA"

AiiHa cyxo KuBHYyMa. Ee U0 mokpacHeso; ee ria3a 61yXKpaany 0 CTOPOHAM, IBITasiCh He CMOTPETh
eMy IpsIMO B T71a3a, Ho Oe3ycnemHo. OHa M30 BCEX CHJI IIBITaJach MPOTUBOCTOSITh YapaM MepJiuHa.

[TockonbKy AliHa BCe ellle CTOsi/Ia HeOOBUKHO, MepJIUH pellnl IPUTrIacuTh ee IPUCOENUHUTHCSA K
HUM. "He cTecHsANCS cafuCh U IPUCOEOUHANCA K HaM, MUCC AVHA."

[Tocne Toro, KakK K HUM NpHcoequHUNIach AitHa, MepuH mepeBen B3TJISAI Ha CBOUX AeBoYeK. "HUTak,
rIe BEHL Bce ObIm?"

"Uto 2k, MBI ucKamnu Tebs!" JIycce pa3mpaxkeHHO OTBETUIIA ¥ CKPEeCTHUJIA PYKHU MOA rpyabio. "['me ThI
OBLT?"

®unus u TuaHa Toxe ocMoTpenu Ha MepnuHa. OH BUeN UX pa3apaxeHue, HO OHU He KaJl0Ba/IuCh,
Kak Jlycce.



«OHU He 3HAIOT, YTO 5 OBLI 3[IeCh BCe 9TO BpeMs, He Tak nu?» [lomyman MepnuH HE3a[0ITO [0 TOTO,
KaK Heollpe[eJIeHHO OTBETUTh: "31eCh U TaM..."

Tpoe 13 HUX YyBCTBOBAHU cebs 6omee MOOONBITHEIMUA U HEMHOTO ITOI03PUTEILHEIMU, HO MepiuH
PEIINIT TePEKITIOYNTh TEMY UX PAa3roBOpa Ha HOBOE [IOTIOJTHEHKE K UX TPYIINE, IPeXkae YeM OHU
CMOTYT 3a7aTh 60JIbIIIE BOIPOCOB.

"WTak, maBaiiTe mMOroBOpPUM 0 MucC AiiHe" MepiuH o0paTHIl CBOe BHUMaHKe Ha TUXYIO IeBYIIKY 1
mpomosKuA: "TH CKa3aJjl, YTO XOUelllb MPUCOEOUHUTHCS K HaM, YTOOH T0OeIUTh TEMHOTO JIOP/a,
BepHO?"

A¥iHa, KOTOpas MoT4a Ha0momana 3a B3auMoaeicTBrueM MepiirHa 1 ero JeBodek, Obla mopaxeHa,
KOI'7la OKa3ajach B IleHTpe BHUMaHus. OOHAKO OHa MTHOBEHHO BOCCTAHOBUIA caMoobiiafjaHue u
KuBHyna Mepnuny. "KoneuHo. {1 pa3roBapusana ¢ Mucc ®unuen U 0CTaJbHEIMH, HO OHU XOTEJU
CHauaJja BHICIyIIAaTh TBOE MHEHUe"

"Yro XK, cmacubo, YTO He UCKIIYNUIIM MOe MHEHHE B TaKOM BasKHOM BOIIPOCE, IeBOYKH." MepiuH C
611arogapHOCTHIO TIOCMOTPET Ha JIEBYLIKY.

MepuH TpoYuTas UK nocMoTpes 6oee 4eM OOCTAaTOYHO ABYXMEPHBIX UCTOPUI C Ky4yel JKeHCKUX
IIepCOHaXKey BOKPYT I'JIaBHOT'0 MYXKYMHEI, ¥ KaK OHU 3@ YaCTyI0 MOTJIM UTHOPHUPOBATh €r0 MHEHUE I10
TOMY WUJIX UHOMY BOIIPOCY.

Takum o6pa3om, Mepmnun ucnbiTan obneryenue u 6u1 671arogapeH 3a To, YTO 3TH [AEBYIIKU He ObLIN
TAKUMMU TITYTIBIMHU.

"ThI OMH U3 HAC, [I03TOMY TBOE MHEHUE TOXe UMeeT 3HaueHue!" B3B0oIHOBaHHO 3ajieneTana Jlycce.

OHa He MoOrJIa OcTaBaThCs B 00pa3e, Korga Owiia psigoM ¢ MepnuaoM. OHa TakKe 60s171ach 3aCTaBUTh
€ro BO3HEHABUMIETh ee M3-3a TOr0, YTO OHA BI0OJIEHa B HETO.

"Xopoio cka3aHo, JIycce!" ®unus kuHyma JIycce, mpexme ueM o0paTUTh BHUMaHUe Ha MepiuHa.
"M&I 31€ech, YTOOB TOMOYE Tebe B TBOMX YCUIUSAX MOOEIUTh TEMHOTO JIOPAA, I03TOMY MEL OyeM
IIPUCIIYIIUBATLECA K TBOEMY MHEHUIO."

"MEI ceniaeM BCe BO3MOXKHOe, 4ToOB ToMo4b Tebe" [loGaBuia TuaHa, Bce BpeMs CKPOMHO YJIbIOAsICh.
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