MepnuH CHAN TPYCUKU AWHBI, MPOTSHYN UX Yepe3 HOTH, IIOCTIe Yero pa3aBUHYJII ee HOTH U 3aHSI
MUCCUOHEPCKYI0 mo3y. IToce 3Toro oH MOfHEC CBOM MOJTHOCTHIO BO30YKAEHHBIHM YJIEH K BIIarauIly
A¥iHBI, KOTOPOE OBIIIO BIAXKHBIM.

AtiHa 3aep3aia, KOrfia yBUesna, 4YTo 4jieH MepirHa npubirxkaeTcs K ee IeBCTBEHHOU Kucke. Ee
CycTaBH 1oOenesny, Korfa OHa KPeImKo cXKaJjla ITOKPHEIBaio. B KOHIle KOHIIOB €€ OCEHUI0, YTO OHa
[IOTePSeT LeJIOMyapue Iepen repoeM.

«9T10 cTpamHo! Cka3aTs eMy 0CTaHOBUTHCA? HerT. 4 3alina Tak ganeko, I03TOMy JOJIKHA
IIPOMOJIKATh UATH BIlepen!» AliHa HeHa[oJIro moKojebanach, Mpexae YeM PelIuThCs IPOUTH Yepes
3TO.

"Xoporto... s BCTaBimo ero. Paccnabrscs. OH He moBpeguT Tele... CIUIIKOM CHIIBHO."

HecMmoTps Ha yroBopsl MepnuHa, AliHa He MOTJia II0-HacTosIIeMy pacciabutbes. HecMoTps Ha 3To,
OHa IIPUTOTOBUJIACEH K TOMY, YTO [OIXKHO OBLIO ITPOU30UTH.

"Ax ... ax! Hrxx!" AliHa 3acTOHasla ¥ OepHYyJach, KOrga BHIIYKIad rojioBKa MepiuHa BoIljia B ee
KHUCKYy. «OH Tako# 6onbmio! f 4yBCTBYIO, YTO MEHS Pa30pBYyT!»

Ee Teno gpoxarno u kopuuiaock. OHa He MOrjla OTBEPHYTHCS, IIOTOMY YTO MepJiuH gepxkal ee 3a
Ta/INo0, KaK 3aXKUM, BCe BpeMS yAepKuBas ee Ha MeCTe.

MepnuH MefjieHHO, HO TBEPAO BCTABJISJI CBOU 4JIEH B ee Bjlarajullle, I0Ka BHE3aIllHO He
OCTaHOBUJICS; €ro0 I'0JIOBKa HaKOHel] KOCHYJIaCh €€ JeBCTBEeHHOM IjieBbl. OH IIOCMOTPENT B TULI0 AWHEI
U YBUJIE]l ee CTpafialibuecKkoe ¥ TPEBOKHOE BhIpaXkKeHue, a 3aTeM nofdafpuBai ee oOHageKUBaOLIIEN
YITIBIOKOM.

B oTBeT AliHa yneIOHYIaCch MepauHy U IIOMOPIIUIachk, 3aKphIB OIMH I'1a3. Ee muIio BCmoTerno,
IbIXaHue OBIIO0 MTPEePHIBUCTHIM U TPYOBIM.

BHesamnHo, 6e3 mpenynpexneHus, MepiuH JepHYJICS BIepe[, 3aCTaBUB CBOM 4/IeH Pa30pPBaTh
MeBCTBEHHYIO IIJIeBY AWHH ¥ YIAPUTh €€ IO IIedKe MaTKH.

... '!II" AjiHa IMMPOKO OTKPHI/Ia I'1a3a U poT B 6€33By4YHOM KpHuKe 60IH.

"Tume, Tullle, He BONHYMCS. Bonb ckopo mpoaet. Trl 6ymels 4uyBCcTBOBaTh cebs xopouro. Oberaio”
YrosapuBan MepiuH, IOKPBIBas JIUILO U I1e10 AVHBEI HEXKHBIMU TIOLENTYSIMU, IIPU 3TOM HEXKHO
MOIIUIIBIBas €€ YyBCTBUTENIBHBIN KIIUTOP.

OmpaBUBLIUCE OT ITI0OKa 1 607u, AfiHa KMBHYIA, IPUKYCUB HUXKHIOW I'y0y. Ee mu1io 66110 G1€MHBIM 1
BCIIOTEBILIKM, B YTOJIKaX I'Jla3 BHICTYIIUIIM CJI€3HI.



Korma MepnuH noresnosant ee, AitHa o6XBaTuIa ero JIUI0 OOJHOUW PYKOM, a APYTrOM CXBATHJIA €T0 3a
BOJIOCHI, COCPEIOTOYHB BeCh CBOM Pa3yM Ha UX COEOUHSIOMUXCS r'y6ax ¥ MeperieTeHHBIX SI3hIKaX,
yTOOBI He o0OpalaTh BHUMaHUS Ha 00JIb.

MepmuH Takke COCPeOTOYHUIICS Ha TOIeTye, TOTOMY YTO OH ITRITAJICS YIEePXKAThCS OT TOr0, YTOOHI
He KOHYUTH TakK ObICTPO. BHIBIIas HeBCTBeHHAs: KUCKa AWHEI Oblyla TaKOM Y3KOM - caMOi Y3KOi,
KOTOPYI0 OH KoTrfa-nubo uyBcTBOBas. Ee coKpallleHus U HalpsiKeHNe TIOYTH NOBOJUIH €T0 [0
oprasma.

B TeuyeHue HECKONbKUX MUHYT MepsvH U AliHa 0CTaBajIUCh TAKUMU. TOIBKO YYBCTBEHHBIE CTOHEI
OPYTUX XKeHIUH MepiuHa, KOTOPBIE 1[eJI0BaIUCh U JIaCKalu OpYT Opyra, 3all0IHUIIA KOMHATY, I0Ka
OHU MOJTYa XKJaniu, moka AiiHa OyZeT roToBa K TOMY, YTO IOJI2KHO OBLIO IIPOU30UTH.

"f rotoBa... 1 gymato. Tel Moxelns aBuratscs” [IpomenTtana AilHa MepnuHy nocne TOro, Kak ux
TIOLeJIy¥ 3aKOHYMJIICS.

MepnuH KUBHYJ ¥ BEIIPSIMUJII CIIMHY, ONKMpPasich Ha KojeHu. OH mepkan 6empa AMHEI, KOT[ia OH
OBUTAJICS YJIEHOM Ha3aj,.

"Xur ~!" AiiHa u3pasa 3ByK, KOTOPBHI pefCcTaBisii cob60i cMech CTOHA U KPHUKa, ee TeJI0 U3BUBAJIOCh
ot 6onu u guckoMdopra. Ee pyku Tak KpemKo CKUMaJii TOKPHIBAJIO, UTO CYCTaBHI ITa/IblIeB
nobenenu.

MepnuH COCPenoTOYUIICS Ha OBUXKEHUHU Oefep BIepend 1 Ha3afl, IepeMellasi CBOi 4JIeH BHYTPh U
HapyXKy U3 TYTOM, CXKUMAIOLIENCS KUCKUA ANHEL.

B HekoTOphEIe MOMEHTHI MepiuH fefnan 3T0, ToKa AliHa Teprena OUCKOMGOPT OT ero 4jeHa,
IBUXKYyIIerocs BHyTpu Hee. OIHaKO BCKOpe AliHa ITOYyBCTBOBasa, Kak 00Ib YXOOUT, a YOOBOILCTBUE
BLIPEIBAETCSI U3 €€ Bilarajulia.

"O ~! HauuHai 4yBCTBOBaTh ceOs xopoino!" AliHa 3aCTOHAsIa, ee rla3a HaloJIHUINCE ClIe3aMu U
OCTEKJIeHEeJIH, U3 YTOJIKOB e€e CJierKa Pa3uHyTOI0 pTa TEKJIU CJIIOHU.

MepnuH yXMBUIbHYIICS, YBUAEB 3T0. O00OPEHHBIN, OH HEYKJIOHHO YBeITMYUBAJl CBOIO CKOPOCTE U CUITY
TOTYKOB, B pe3y/bTaTe yero AifHa CTOHajla BCe TPOMUe U rpoMYe, KOrfja OHa Haclaxpaaaach
BO3PaCTAaIIKAM YOOBOJILCTBAEM OT UX CBSI3M.

"4ro 970?... Ax! AX!... 9TO TaK XOPOIIIO, UYTO MO pa3yM CTAHOBUTCS NyCTHIM!... Yyyy! Ax!... d He
Mory ayMmats mpsmo!... Mmm! Vx, ax!... Coumkom 6sicTpo! Ciaummkom rpy6o! 3to cnumkom MHOro!"
BocknukHyna AiiHa MeXAy CBOUMHU YyBCTBEHHBIMU CTOHAMM M B3J0XaMH, XOTS Ha CaMOM feJie OHa
He X0TeJla, 4T00s Mep/uH CTaHOBUJICS MeJJIeHHee U MSATrde B CBOUX [BUXKEHUSX.

AiiHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa, 4YT0O 4eM rpybee u OricTpee MepiuH IPOHUKAT B HEe, TEM CUJIbHEE ee 9KCTa3.



Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs OHa MOTHOCThIO U3MeHHUIa cBou ciioBa. "brictpee! O! Boxe! I'pybee!
Bonvmie! [enait aTo ele u eme!”

[TocnymHel, MepnuH yBeIUYUII CKOPOCTE ¥ CUJTYy CBOMX TOJTYKOB; KaXK[bIM TOJTYOK 3aCTaBIIAN €r0
TOJIOBKY ITOpazkaTh IIeMKy MaTKu AWHBI, TPOOUBas ee CKUMAIOIIYIOCS BIaXKHYIO U TOPSIYyI0 CTEHY.

MepnuH guko maxain AiHy. Kaxmibeii pa3, Korfa OH TojIKaj Oefipa BIepe[, ero HUXKHSS 4acTh KHUBOTA
yroapsinach o max AWHEB 1 3aHel 4acTu ee Oefep, u3maBasi TPOMKUI XJIOMAIOIINN 3BYK, KOTOPBIN
3aryyuIan Bo30ykKaalolie 3ByKU APYTHX XKEHIIUH B KOMHATe.

®akTHYECKH, OHHU TIOTEPSI/IM KOHIIEHTPAINIO Ha UT'Pe OPYT C APYTOM U PEeLIuIn HalIomaTh 3a
MHTEHCUBHOM CBS3bI0 MepiivHa U AWHEI, 3aCTaBlIss UX YyBCTBOBAThL cebs Bce Ooree u Gosee
BO30YKIOEHHBIMU OT CTPACTHHIX 3aHSATHIH JTI0O0BBIO B UX II0JI€ 3PEHHUS.

Onu 3aBUOOBAIN AliHe; OHU XOTeJIX OBITh B €€ II0JIOKEHHUH, KOTIa UX KHCKa OblIa IOJIHOCTHIO
ucropyeHa 4wieHoM MepnuHa. OgHAKO, HECMOTPS Ha 3aBUCTh U GellleHoe BO30yXKaeHUe, OHU MOJT4a
XKpanu cBoed ouepenu. OHY 3HAIM O KaxXyIencss 6eCKOHeYHOM BEIHOCIMBOCTY MepiuHa U Oblx
yBEPEHHI, 4TO AiiHa paHO WU IIO30HO IIPOUTpPaeT.

"0O! Yro-To mpubnuxkaercs! 3to mpubnuxaercs!"

... Y cyns o ee 0T4YasTHHOMY TOJIOCY ¥ U3BUBAIOIIEMYCS TeJly, TOX0XKe, UTO AfHA CKOPO KOHYUT.
[TepBEIY U3 MHOTHX, IPEeXKIe YeM OHa JOCTUTTIAa CBOETO IIpefiena.

MepnuH ToxKe yIoBUI HaMeK. OH II0JIOXKHUII CBOE TeJlo Ha AWHY, IoamepeB ce0s pyKaMu, ITpexae 4eM
00OHSATHL ee TOHKYIO Taluio. Bckope nocie aToro AiiHa o6Hsisia MepnuHa, 00BUB PyKaMU eTo
TYJIOBUIIE, @ HOTAMU er0 Geapa, CIIeIUB CTYIIHU 10331 HETO.

A¥iHa TI0JT0KHJIa TOJIOBY eMy Ha IIJIeY0 ¥ KpemKo o0HsIa MepnuHa, Kak OyITo He X0Tela, YTOOk OH
BHE3AITHO YIIeJI, Koraa oHa Oblia O67113Ka K KyJIbMUHAIMU. Ee ria3a ObUIM NIMPOKO PACKPHITHL, XOTS
OHa, Ka3aJioch, CMOTpPeia Ha MPUOIHUKAIONIYIOCS ABeph B HeOeca, KOTOPYIO MOTJIa BUIETh TOJTLKO OHAQ;
ee SI3BIK BRICYHYJICS M3 €€ PTa, U U3 YTOJIKOB €€ PTa TeKja CIII0HA.

HeB03M0XKHO OBIJIO YBUIETH €€ CIIOKOWHYIO 3JIeTAaHTHOCTh U BEXKJIMBOE CAep:KaHHOe 0ObIYHOe
moBefieHre. “Axerao” OBIJIO CAMBIM IMOIXOOSIIMM CJIOBOM [IJIST OIIMCAHKS €€ HEIHEITHEr0 BEIPaXkKeHu s
nuna. ((YepT nobepu! Bynb MPOKIAT ONUH MOW 3HAKOMBIH KOTOPHIM MHE CKUHYII 9Ty IIeCHI0 Maibu
Ba1ibu- Axerao... Befib Temeph “Axerao” ¢ Hell y MEHS ¥ aCCOLUUPYETCS.))

"Unet! Upget, MMmMMM! UpeT ~!" AliHa TPOMKO 3aKpuyajla O CBOeU KyJIbMUHALIMYU, U, IIOCKOJIBKY ee
roJIoBa jexasa Ha ero mjaede, MepruHy IPUILITIOCh BEIHECTU €€ TPOMKHM I'0JIOC PSIAOM C €T0
YyBCTBUTEJIBHEIM YXOM.

Kak Ovl TPOMKO HM Kpryasa AliHa, 9TO He OCTAaHOBUJIO €TI0 MPUOIUKAIOIIYIOCS KYTbMUHALINIO;



MepuH TPOUTHOPUPOBAJ I'POMKHMIA TOJIOC, KOTOPHIM pa3fpazkai ero yxo u geuran 6egpaMu ObicTpee,
YyYBCTBYS YTO CKOPO KOHYHT.

...’ HaKOHeII.

"MOET!" AliHa u3pasa caMbld TPOMKUY BOIUJIb, KOTa OHA JOCTHUIJIA KyJIbMUHALIUY, CKUMas TEeJIo0
MepnuHa, Kak O6yaTo OH OBITT €e CIlacaTeNIbHBIM KPYTOM.

HeckonbK0 MIrHOBEHUY CIIYCTS

"Vyyyyrxx! UTto-To ropssuee HamonHsieT MeHs1! CHOBa! 9To cHOBa nmpubiuxkaetcs!" AliHa Kpudana 1
CUJIBHO OpoXKasa, Korga MepnuH BIuBajl CBOM MYTHBIE KUAKOCTHY B €€ IeJIOMyAPEeHHOE YPEBO,
oTMedas ee CBOeH CYIIHOCTHIO.
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