OHM Hayam eIrne oauH PayH[O, TOUHee UX BOCHEMOM payHh. B sToT MoMeHT HaTanbs cTana maCCUBHEIM
IIoJIy4daTeJieM. Ona mo3BonuiIa MeanHy OejlaTb TO, 9YTO OH XOTeJI, IOTOMY UTO y HEe He OBLIO
JINITHUX CHUII.

Ee Horu ObINTM pa3gBUHYTH B (hopMe OyKBEL M, Korfa oH Kadas Oegpamu B3af u Buepepn. OH
HaKJIOHSJICS BIIEpPE[ U IIOTIEPEMEHHO Cocall ee COCKH.

"Hartanpsa! 4 xoruarw!" [Ipegynpenun Mepinvs, 0TYasgHHO YBeJIMUUBas TEMII U CUILY IBUXKEHUU.

"Hamonuu MeHs1, moporoi! 4 xouy, 4TOOHI ThI HAMOJHUI MO0 yTpoOy! Aaaax ~!" HaTanbsa oTBeTHNa
yCTaJo, XOTs BCe ellle 3By4aji0 YyBCTBEHHO.

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MIHOBeHUH Mep/uH riy00Ko BIOKHUII CBOU YJIeH B ee KUCKY, II0Ka ero ypeTpa He
KOCHYJIaCh ee IIeVKU MaTKH.

"Konuato! Xaa!" MeprnuH 3aphyalt ¥ BEUIMII CBOIO CIIEPMY IIPSIMO B ee yTpooOy.

Haranbsa OpPO0ZKaJlla, KOTr'da ero CIiepMa BhI3BadJla €€ CaMBIll CUJIbHBIN opra3m. Ee rmasa 3akaTunuce, a
POT IMHUPOKO PACKPEIJIICA B 6633BY‘-IHOM KPHKE.

Ero cmepMa BBITATIACh Uepe3 Kpaii, BEITEKAst BOKPYT ujieHa. MepiuH fepxkaics ceBepxy HaTanbu Ha
YeTBEPEHbBKAX, TOTPYXKasACh B KyTbMUHALMOHHKIN MOMEHT.

[Tpups B cebst, MepnuH MOLIEJIOBAJT €€ CIeTKa MPUOTKPHITEIE TYObI, 3aCTaBIISAS €€ BEPHYTHCS K
PEearbHOCTH.

MepnvH 3aKOHYMUII ITOLEIyY U MIOCMOTPeI B U0 HaTanbu, KOTOPOe CBETUIIOCH YA OBIIETBOPEHUEM.
OH ycMexHyJCs U cKasast: "9To Owo moTpscatore!”

Hartanbst KpuBO yIBIOHYIACH. "OTO OBIJIO YTOMUTEIHHO"

"M3BuHU. M0OS BEIHOCIMBOCTH IPOCTO HEBEPOATHE" (MepnuH)

Haranbs mokadasa rojioBOM U JTaCKOBO YIEIOHYIAch. "He HYyKHO U3BUHATHCS."

OHu Kpenko o0HsIKuCh, HaTanbs yTKHYIAaCh HOCOM B €ro IIel0, II0Cie Yero OHKM MOoJT4a JIeXKaJly,
HACJIaXKIasCh TEMJIOM OPYT Apyra. HekoTopoe BpeMs OHU HaCaXKaaluCh YIOTHOM THIITHHOM.

"Tebe cnemyeT UATH U TIOATOTOBUTHCS, HOPOro. OHU HOJIXKHBI CKOPO 3aKOHYUTh CBOIO ITOATOTOBKY"
Buezanno npomuenTana HaTtanesi. Ee neyanbHOe BEIpaXkeHMe nMuila OBIJI0 CKPHITO 0T MepirHa.



ITo mpaBpe rosopsi, Hatanes 6osyiack ux pa3nyku. OHa IOATOTOBHIIA CBOE CEPAIE, HO BCE ellle
YyBCTBOBAJIA TPYCTh U HexenaHue. OHa JeNUCTBUTEIBHO TI00uIa MepiuHa.

YTo K, OBIIO HEesICHO, elCTBUTEJILHO JIX OHA Jo0uia ero. ITocie cekca ¢ HUIM B IIOCJIEOHUE
HECKOJIbKO IHEeH OHa ITOYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO GOJIbIIE HE MOXKET KUTh 63 Hero. ITO OBIJI0 HAMHOTO
XyXke, 4YeM ee 3aBUCHUMOCTh OT IIOKOMHOTO My2Ka B ITPOILIIOM.

OHa x0TeJa 1moexaTh B CTONUIYY ¢ Mep/IMHOM U ero TPYIIOoH, HO 3Hasla 0 cBoeii cimaboctu. OHa He
MOTJIa IpaThCs, MO3TOMY CTasla A Hux 06y3oii. OHa He X0Tesa 3TOTO.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa MOTJIa TOJIbKO CMUPUTHCS C 9THM Pal3iykKoi. K cyacThio, 3T0 He OBIIO
TIOCTOSIHHBIM; OHU MOTJIM BCTPETUTHCSI CHOBA B OyIyIIEM.

bes Bemoma Hatanby, MepHI/IH OyMaJl 0 TOM ke, 9TO U OHa. OH He XOTeJI OCTaBJISThL €e, HO OHa
IMOOBEPTHETCSA OIIACHOCTH, €CJIK IIPDUCOEOIUHUTCA K €TI0 OTPALY.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, TyTeIIeCTBUE B CTONUILY ObUIO HenPOCTEIM. Ha myTy OBUIM MOHCTDEHI, U UM
IPUILIOCH OBl OTOMBATHCS OT HUX.

VBEI, €T0 TEI0CIIOXKEeHNUE ellle He U3MEHUIOCh U OBIJIO CIIMIIKOM CJTabbIM YTOOB OH MOT 3all[UTUTH €e€.

Ho oH yBepeH, 4TO 4yepes napy AHEU OPruid B CTONHIE OH pa3oBbeTcsA. OH HafessIcs, 4To IpUHIecca
OymeT moxoxa Ha Ty, KaK ee n300pa3uiu B OA3UHCH, IOTOMY YTO TOTZla OHA IPENOCTaBUT eMy
JKeJalmX XeHIH.

OH MOT TONBKO HamesATbCS Ha JIy4iiee.

U Bce ke Mep/iuH He MOT IepecTaTh OeCIIOKOUTLCS 0 HaTasnbe mocie Toro, Kak yuesn mo3xe. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa OBIjIa 3aBHCHMa OT €T0 CIIEPMHI.

OH He 3HaJI, HACKOJIbKO TSIXKeJIOn GYJIGT ee JIOMKa, HO OH moo0e1an cebe, 4To BEPHETCA K HeW 1ocie
Pa3BUTHA, a 3aTEM IIPUBEHET €€ C co0oii, YTOOBI el He IIPUIIJIOCH UCIIBITATh HEIIPUATHYIO JIOMKY.

"Xopormro. 4 mogroroenioce." HakoHell 0oTBeTUI MepnuH.

Onu ¢ HaTtamnbei IIpEeKpaTuiin 06HI/IMaTI:>CH, XOTS ¥ He0X0THO. OHHU YYBCTBOBAJIA cebs1 BIIIOOIEHHEIMH.

Haranbs momoryia MepnuHy BHITEPETH €TI0 TEJI0 BOIOM U3 Ta3WKa B ee KoMHaTe. [Ioxoxke, oHa
TIOATOTOBUJIA BCe, IPeXK/ie YeM 3aTalluiia ero Tyaa.



I[Tocne atoro Hartasnbs momoriia eMy HafeTh ero ofexnay. [locie 3Toro OHM BHIIUIK U3 KOMHATHL U
CTasu XMOaTh, TIOKa BEPHYTCS APyTHe OeBYIIKM MepnuHa.

)%k

MepnuH ¥ ero AeBOYKM CTOSINIM BO3JIe TOCTUHUIIB, 0KUAAs 3araflOuHOr0 MOCIEeIHEr0 YJieHa ero
rpynmnsl. MepnuH cTosi1 mocepenuHne. HaTanps CTOsIa ciieBa OT Hero, a ciesa - JIycce; dunus crosiia
cneBa ot JIycce, a ux 6arax jexaj cleBa OT Hee Ha 3eMJjie. TvaHa Oblza clipaBa OT Hero, a AlHa -
CIIpaBa.

[To mpaBpe roBopsi, MepnuH 3Ha K0e-4To 06 3TOM TaWHCTBEHHOM 4JIeHe, HO HUKOTHa He BCTpevas ee
C TeX 1op, Kak ObUT BEI3BaH. TaKuM 00pa3oM, OH IPUTBOPUIICS HEBEXKECTBEHHEIM.

"WTak, MBI XJeM TanHCTBEHHOTO TIOMOIIHUKA Halllell Tpynmnkl, fa? 9 efMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO He 3HaeT 00
aToM yenoBeke?" HebpexHo ocBemoMuicss MepinuH, 6pocast MBITIKMBLIM B3TJIS Ha CBOIO TPYIIY.

"¢ BcTpeTHia ee BUepa yTPOM, TaK 4TO [ia; Thl eQUHCTBEHHEIN, KTO ee ellle He BcTpedan" OTBeTuna
AtniHa.

"1 gwyBcTBY10 cebst 06nenenubM” [IlyTnnBo 3aMeTs1 MepiuH.

BCKOpe OH 1 €T0 JE€BOYKH yCJIbIIIAIN 3BYKH HpI/I6HI/I}KaIOII_IeTOCH K HUM II0BO3KH, 3aHpH}KeHHOﬁ
nomambMu. KTo-TO cugen Ha PyiieBOM CHUOEHBE U OEeP2Kall IOBOObS. Oun 06paTI/IJII/I BHHMaHUE Ha
HOBHYKaA.

"TIpocTuTe, 4TO BHIOMIIACh. OMOI3€Hb IEPEKPHLI TIaBHYIO NOPOTY, II03TOMY MHE IIPUIIJIOCH UATH
OpYyTo¥ moporoi. MeHs 30ByT Muja ¥ g Ha3HaueHa IIOMOIIHUIIEN TePOs ¥ ero ToBapuulen." Bexxmuso
CKa3aJla HOBeHbKasl, CIe3asl C IMOBO3KH. Ee IIeKH BCIIBIXHYIIM JIETKUM PYMSIHIIEM, KOTa e B3TJISL
HEHAMOJIro 3afiepxkKasics Ha MepruHe.

«Y Hee xopolllasi JUCLUHXIIIMHA ¥ camMoobyaganue» be3aMoBHO moxBanuil Mepnud Mumy, Korga oH
YBHU[IEJ PeaklHio ee pa3yMa Ha ero BO3MYTHUTENbHO KPAaCUBYIO BHEITHOCTD. «Jlaxke eciy y Hee
XOpollas AUCLUIIMHA, OHA yIafeT, Kak U JApyrue»

Mwuna Oblyia BEICOKOM MOJIOIOM KEHITUHON C IITUHHBIMY YePHBIMU BOJIOCaMu. Y Hee OBIII0 MSATKHE
YePTHI JIWIIA ¥ TTapa TEMHBIX, IOYTH YePHBIX, aMETHCTOBBIX I'JIa3.

Ha Hell ObIT 3aCTETHYTHIN OEJIBINA TOI C KOPOTKUMY PYKaBaMU, CKPEIISBIIMMUCS YePHEIMU JIEHTAMH,
YepHBIM KopceT, 06Jieralomirii ee TOHKUM TOpPC, U IIMHHAS I00Ka. Y Hee TakxKe ObUIM OTHEIbHbIE
Oeble MaHKETH Ha 3alsICThIX U ITapa KOPUYHEBHIX OOTUHOK.

OHa OBlya BOJIKOM-IIOJTy4eJI0BEKOM C ITapol YepHBIX BOJTYLMX yIIel Ha MakKymike. OgHako MepnuH He
MOT BUJIETh €€ XBOCT, IOTOMY YTO OH OBIJI CKPHIT 3a ee GUTrypou.



Kak u gpyrue repousu, y Musisl ObIM HEKOTOPBEIE YEPTHL Knile-TeporHu. Eciu 051 y @unnn Ot
HaJexXHbI 06pa3 crapinel cecTprl; Y TuaHb! ObIT KPOTKUM, TOKOPHBINA U TUXUU 00pa3, KOTOPHIN
CKPHBIBAJI €€ BHYTPEHHIO U3BPallleHHOCTh; Y JIycce Obl1 06pa3 sHEPrUYHbIM U ropsunit, y Hatamsu
611 06pa3 Munbe,TO Y MUssl, ¢ gpyroi cCTopoHs!, 661 00pa3 “Kymepe”, KOTopasi CKphblBaja ee
BHYTPEHHIOI MATKOCTD U JIOSITIBHOCTD.

MepnuH mopoiesn K Musie U 0OCTAHOBUIICS Iepef Hel, YIbIOHYBIINCD U [T0XKaB PYKY, CKa3aB: 'MeHs
30ByT MepnuH [leHnparos. MeHs BrI3Bajiu CIOfa HECKOJIBKO JHEH Ha3afd. MHe O4eHb IPUSATHO, MUCC
Muma"

PymsHer Ha nuiie Mumsl IOTeMHeN, KOT/la OHa yBHUelNa yOuiCTBeHHYIO YIRIOKY MepnuHa. OgHako
OHa He TIPUHSJIA IPENJIOKEHHOT0 UM PYKOIIOXKATHS, @ BMECTO 3TOTO MSTKO BEXKJIMBO HAaKJIOHUIA
TOJIOBY ¥ YIIUIIHY/Ia ce0s 3a 00Ky .

MepnuH c KpUBOU yNIBIOKOW OMyCTUIN pyKy. Ho ee melicTBUS He 00umgenu ero.

[Tocne aToro MepinuH epeMecTun ux 6arax B IOBO3KY.

Bravane Ounug u Muja ObITanuCh 3TO COelaTh, HO OH OCTAHOBUII UX U B3I 9TO Ha cebst Kak
CaMOHp0B03THaHIeHHBIfI O2KEHTJIbMEH.

3aKOHYUB, OH IOmpoInancs ¢ HaTanbei; oHM 6€CCTHIHO CTPACTHO MOLIeI0BANIUCh Tepen
TOCTUHHUIIEH.

MepnuH cHenan 3TO CIIelMaNbHO, YTOOH CKa3aThk BceM, uTo HaTanbs ero. OH GBI YBEPEH, UTO
TIOOOTBITHEIE XKUTENTH NePeBHU, KOTOPEIe HabGIiomany 3a HUMHU, OyIyT CIIJIETHUYATH I10 9TOMY ITOBOMAY

[Tocye aToro Mep/vH ¥ ero TPyIna MOKUHYIM JePEeBHI0 Ha MOBO3Ke. CIIeNyIOUUM HX IIYHKTOM
Ha3Ha4yeHus Oblya cTosuia Jlecmen, JIucOyH.
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