MepuH CMOTpET Ha CBOMX [EBYIIEK OOHY 3a APYToM, MOI4a AyMas, C 4ero HayaTh. Kaxmas u3 HuX
OTIpefesIeHHO X0TeNa, YTOOH ee BEIOpas IIEPBOH.

«0, rope MHe! CMoTpeTh! d HaKOHEI-TO 0COo3Has IPo0IeMH], CBsi3aHHEIE C TapeMoM!» OH Cyx0
nofyMaJ, KOrfa AeBYLIKY C HeTepleHreM HalIiofany 3a HAM.

[Tocne HeOOMBIIOTO Pa3MbILUIEHUS OH, HaKOHEIl, PEIInI YT0-TO caenaTh. OH MaxHyJ yKa3aTeIbHbIM
najblieM, YKa3bBasd UM Ha KaXXAYIo [eBYIIKY - HauuHasa ¢ Punuu, motoM Jlycce, 3aTeM CHOBA C
®unueit, 3aTeM ¢ TuaHou, 3aTeM ¢ AHOM, CHOBA BO3Bpalllasich K TuaHe U CHOBa K Ounnu 1memnya
KaKyl0-TO CYMTAJKy. Ero maser; octanosuics Ha Jlycce. "Xopoiro! [Toxoxe, cerogss T Beurpanal”

Jlycce Ka3anmach JOBOIBHOM, IIOTOMY YTO ee BHIOpaiu. Bce ocTanbHEIE HENOBOJIBHO HAy/IUCh, KOTIa
uX He BhHIOpaIn.

MepnuH NIPOUTHOPUPOBAJI OCTANIbHAEIX, KpoMe JIycce, KOTopas BCTajla ¥ BCTPETUJIA €ero Ha IOJIyTH.
OHa cpa3y ke 00HsiTa MepiuHa, KOTOPHIM OTBETHU Ha ee 00BbATHS, TPeXKae YeM CTPaCTHO
TI01IeJIOBATh €€, UX SI3BIKU HETEPIIeINBO OOPOJIHCE.

KoHeuHo, pyrue OeBYLIKYA He XOTeNW OTCTaBaTh. dunrsa u AlHA HaXMYPHUJIUCh, a ThaHa Hagyna
I[eKu, yBuaeB MeprnuHa u Jlycce.

Opuako TuaHa mepBoOM B3siya Ha ce0s MHUIIMATUBY, BCTasla ¥ Iofolia K MepnuHy, a 3aTeM 00HsTIa
€ro C3a/IH, TIOTHpasi CBOU CUCHKH O €T0 CIIHUHY.

®unus v AfiHa OBICTPO ITOCTIenoBaIy 3a THaHOM, XOTSI OHU CXBATUIIX MepiuHa 3a PYKHU U IOJIOKUITH
€ro PyKu Ha CBOU rpyAu. 3aTeM MepJiH Hadas OIIyIbIBaTh UX CHCHKH.

3akoHuuB noneny# ¢ Jlycce, dunua o6xBaTula ero nof0OPOLOK U IIOBEPHYIa F'OJIOBY B €€ CTOPOHY,
II0CJIe 4ero mnouenosasa ero. [loka MepnuH uenosascs ¢ @unuen, Jlycce npucena nepen HUM U
CIIyCTHJIA TPYChl, 0CBOOONUB €T0 yKe Bo30yKIeHHEIN IIeHNUC, TI0CTIe Yero OHa CyHyJa ero B POT U
Hayasla cocath €ero.

Tuana HafyJia I"Y6BI, Korga Ounud u MepJ’II/IH LIeJI0BajIuCh. TeM BpeMeHeEM AviHa MHIIO HaXMypHJIaChb,
MOJI4a IIPOKJINHAasA cebs 3a TO, 4TO He ChaeJiajia 3TOro.

ITocrne Toro, Kak nouenyi 3akoH4YuICsS, THaHa clierka II0BEPHYJIA TeJ0 B CTOPOHY, 3aKUHYB JIUI0 eMy
yepes IJIeYO, ¥ T0OBEpHYyIa K HeMy T'0JI0BY, [I0CJIe Yero 3aXBaTUjla ero I'yOsL.

[Toka oHu 1enoBanuch, Punus mosena MepnuHa 3a PYyKYy, 3aCTaBjIsAsl €T0 CHOBA JIaCKaTh ee TPYIH.

CrycTsa HeCKOJIbKO MTHOBeHUY MepiuH 3aKOHYUI nouenyd ¢ Tuanaii. OH IOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY K AliHe,
KOTopas XKpaja cBoel ouyepenu. OH 1 AliHa HaKOHeEI] II0LIeJI0BaJIUCh.



Bce aTo BpeMmst JIycce Oblna 3aHsITa COCAHUEM €ro 4yieHa. Y TuaHbl MOSBUIIACh Ufesl; OHa OTHENUIach
OT CIIMHBI Mep/rHa U pucoeguHumnachk K JIycce cnepenu. IToka anbuiika BO3UIaCh C TOTOBKOU y
Hee BO PTy, TMaHa COCpenoTOYUsIach Ha ero guuax.

MepnuH comran 651, eciu OBl CKa3asl, YTO MUHET IIJIOXOH, HO OH BEIAEPIKUBAJ KeJlaHue
9KynupoBaTh. KoHeYHO, ¥ HEro Bce elrle OBINT CBOYM Mpedest, KOTOPHIN MPUOIHUKaIICs, ITOCKOIBKY
Trana u Jlycce nonepeMeHHO Opa3HWIN €r0 YJieH U SUlla.

"Oya?!" AliHa axHyJla, KOTZa MoLelyy 3aKoH4Yuicd. Ee pyku HUKOTTIa He IepecTaBad HallpaBlsaTh
PyKy MepnuHa, MATh ee IPyQb, I0Ka OHU LI€JI0BAJIUCE.

MepnuH OMyCTHUI B3TJISAH, BCTPETUBIINCEH C HETEPIEIUBEIMU I'Mla3aMu TuaHh U JIycce, KOTOphIE
00IM3BIBaIM €T0 YJIeH ¥ TONOBKY. "I'ppp ... 4 KoHualo, meBouku!"

"Yero TH xKOemnb? Konuu, ecinu cobupaembess KoHUnTH!" (JIycce)

"TloxkanyicTa, BblIel CBOIO criepMy, jtopa Mepnus! [Jau ee mue!" (Tuana)

Ero mpemen mogoien K KOHITY, Koraa TuaHa u JIycce IPoU3HECIH 3TO, YTO 3By4asio IOYTH
0eCcCBA3HO, TaK KaK OHU OOJIM3ELIBAIA €0 YJIeH.

"Koxuarw!" MepvH XMBIKHYJI ¥ BBUIUJI CBOO IIEPBYIO 38 HOYb IIOPIUIO CIIePMEI Ha j1ula TUuaHe U
JIycce, cmenaB UM MacKy [JIs JIUIA U3 CIIEPMHL.

Ero myTHO-0emast CyIIHOCTh OKpallliBasla JIUI0 U BONOCH TuaHb u JIycce, KOTOpPBe HEMEIEHHO
IIPEKPATUIIHA TO, YTO TOJBKO YTO JeJIallH.

OHU CNTU3EIBAIIN CIIEPMY, KOTOPAA CKATEIBAJIACh KO PTY, IIPEXKIOEe 4eM C06paTb CIIEPMY IIaJIbIaMH; OHN
JIN3aJI1 U IIUJIN CIIEPMY CPaA3y II0CJIe TOTO KaK OHa IIoIIafajia Ha UX KOXY.

«Boxe... HeBaxxHO, CKOJIBKO pa3, s BUXKY 3TO0, HO BCe ellle 04eHb BO30YyKaoCh, Korfa s Ha0monaro,
KaK OHU 3TO efIaloT» 3agyMajcs MepiuH, Ipex/e yeM IoKadaTh I'0JI0BOM, YTOOB ©30ABUTHLCS OT
HEeHYXKHBIX MBICJIEH.

"Hy! IToxoxe, BEI TOTOBEHI K CJlefyoleMy payHny, Munopn!" Bocknukaysna Ounud, rians Ha Bce elle
BO30YK[IEeHHHIN ITeHUC MepuHa.

B cnenytomuit MoMeHT ®unusi 6pocuiia BOIPOCUTENbHEIM B3I Ha AWHY, KOTOpasl OTBETHIA
YMOJISIOIIUAM B3TJISIIOM.

[Tonumas HeBepOaIbHYIO MPOCKOY MiTafiIed meBouku, Ounus BeTMKOAYIITHO KUBHYIIA, TIOCIIe Yero
OHM OTTaIIuIX MepnuHa oT TuaHh u JIycce, KOTOphIe OBIIA 3aHSATH YUCTKOM CIiepMbl MepuHa co



CBOUX JINII.

Onu ynoxunyu MepiyrHa Ha CIKHY [IOCJIE TOT0, KaK OHH OKa3a/KCh Ha KOBPE, ITOCIIe Yero OHU Hadaslu
pas3meBaThCs.

CHsaB opexny, ®unusa u AliHa cpa3y ke 3aHANIA CBOU MecTa - Qunus cupesa Ha nune MepiuHa,
IIpUXKUMasi CBOIO BJIaXKHYIO KUCKY K er0 HUXXHeU 4aCTH JIULa, B TO BpeMs KaK AliHa BepXOM Ha ero
IIPOMEXHOCTH, €€ BjaXkKHas BarHa HaXOguJIach NPSIMO Ha eTr0 IeHUCe.

MepnuH Havan genath Ounuu KyHHUIUHTYC. B TO ke BpeMs ero PyKu cxBaTuiIu AWHYy 3a 6empa, X0Ts
ero 0630p ObLJT 3aKPHIT.

AViHa, C IPyTO# CTOPOHEL, ONIyCKalach BHU3, [I0Ka €r0 4ieH He Bolles ITy00KO B ee KUCKY, ee PYKu
BCE BpeMs IeIUISIUCh 3a Tanuio MepiuHa.

"O ~ Oa ~! [Ipsimo 3mech, munopa! BoT u Bce! JIuxkurte Mens tam! JInxkute meHs ermie ~!" (Ounus)

"UectHoe cnoBo! Tak riayboko ~! Tl HanonmHsgens MeHs! 4 Tak 3anonHeHa~!" (AiiHa)

Bckope AiHa Haudasla IOAIIPHITMBATh Ha IIPOMEXKHOCTU MepiiiHa; ero 4ieH CKOJIb3UII BHYTPD U
HapyXKy ee BIIaXXHOU, CKUMAIOIIEeNCcs KUCKY, U3[laBasi HEMIPUCTONHEIE 3BYKYU UX COI03a, CMeIInBas
3BYKH IIIJIEIIKOB.
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