"ITat MHe BpeMs, [epMuOHa, 1 Yepe3 HEKOTOPOoe BpeMs ¥ TeOst OymeT rapaepo0, CIToCOOHBIN
CoTepHUYaTh ¢ Tapaepodom Hapimuccer Mandoit", - Cmu3HOPT mopoIes 61uxke, IT0Ka He Cell PSMO
PSOOM C Hel, KOHUYMKY ero IableB MIPOIIIN IIOf €€ KPYKEBHEIMU TPYCUKaMH, HAIYIIEIBAs IIEb.
"Kaxk s yKe 00BSICHSII, alTe MHE TO, YTO S X0Uy, ¥ S MOTy 00elllaTh BaM, YTO BO3MOXKHOCTH OyIyT
0e3rpaHUYHH".

"f... mmM", - oTBeT ['epMHUOHE 000pBaAJICs, KOTHa OHA IMOYYBCTBOBAJA, KAk r'y0sl ClIu3HOpTa
COMKHYJIACH Ha ee Illee, IeJlys ee ropJjio, a ero najblbl IPOHUKIIN BHYTPE ee TYyroro KaHaa,
IIPOHMKAS TYAa HOCTATOYHO OIBITHBIMU IIPUKOCHOBEHUSIMHU, YTOOH ['epMUOHA HEIIPOU3BOILHO
pa3fBUHYJA HOTHU.

"Pa3Be 3T0 He Tak MpocTo?" nporenTan CIU3HOPT, KOTMa ero ryobl MOJHSINCH BhIIIE, 3aCTaBUB
rpuGPUHIOPKY HAaKJIOHUTD T'OJIOBY OT omymenuii. Korga on goctur 6imectsamux ryd 'epMuoHEL, OH
IIPOCYHYJI CBOM S13bIK BHYTPB, U I1apa UCCJefoBaja poT Opyr gpyra. "HeT npu4uH, No4eMy 3TO He
MOXKET OBITh MPUSATHBLIM OIEITOM [JIS HAC 000UX, ITPOCTO TMoaaics".

['epMuoHa OYyBCTBOBANIA, KAK €€ OCTOPOXKHO TOJIKAIOT BHU3, [I0KA OHA He JIeTfia Ha CIIUHY, a
CIU3HOPT MPHUXKAJICSI CBOMM TEJIOM K ee Tejly, BCe ellle m03Bosisisi CITM3HOPTY OBIAfIETh €e PTOM
HACTOJILKO, YTO pa3Ma3aTh moMany. OHa OYyBCTBOBAJIA, KakK € HOTH BRICOKO IOMHSIIM, a 3aTeM
IpOoXKb mpobexkara 1Mo eé HoraM, ToOKa TPYCUKY He OB aKKYpPATHO MOJI0KEHH Ha CTOSIIee PSIoM
6ropo. OTKPHIB I'Ta3a, OHA yBUHENA, YTO MaHTUs CIM3HOPTA pacHaxHy/Iach, U €r0 TBePHeIOUi YJIeH
BEICKOJIB3HYJI U3 II[EJIH.

"ThI X04eIb 3TOT0, He Tak iU, 'epmuoHa?" 3asgBun CIU3HOPT, MPOOJIKas BOOUTD MallbllaMu II10 ee
TeJly, 1eTKO MaHUIyIupys M. "TonpKO mogyMal, Kak fajeKo Thl MOXKEIIb 3aiTH C TAaKUM
COIO3HHKOM, KakK sg".

"ITa", - KpOTKO 0oTBeTUsIa ['epMKOHa, IOAaBIINCEH UCKYILLIEHNIO, Pa3ABUras HOTY, TOTOBS CBOE TeJIO K
TOMY, YTOOBI UM 3aBJIafesl CTapIinii MyK4YKUHa.

OpnHako CIH3HOPT IMOMHSIJICS, €r0 JII0 OBIJIO ITOJIHO TOJI0fa, KOTOa OH TOCMOTPEeN BHU3 Ha
cmyiieHHyto ['epMuony. "Kak O6bl OTYasTHHO S HU XOTeJI 3aphIThCs B Te6s1, [epMuoHa, OBbII0 OB
HEeIIPaBUJILHO JleflaTh 3TO Ha TAaKOM HeNoaxonsAileM npeamere mebenu. [ToiiieM, Mos KPOBaTh yKe
TOTOBA, 51 HAXOXKY ee ropasfo 06oyee MOAXOASIIM MECTOM [IJIst 3aKPETJIEHUS HAIITNX HOBBIX
OTHOIIIEHUH".

'epMuoOHa MOOHSIACEH C TOMOIILI0 CITM3HOPTA U II03BOJIMIA €MY IIOJIBECTH €€ K OTKPHITOM BepH
crasibHU. Boiiisi BHYTPh, ee B3TJIA/ yIajl Ha KpoBaTh, KOTOpasl 03HaMeHOBaJjla ee U3MeHeHHe Kak
nuyHoCcTH. OHa OblyIa IOKPBITa MATKOM M3YMPYIHOM IIPOCTHIHEH, HAa KOTOPOU 10 KpasiM ObINIA
BBILITUTEI ©300pazkKeHusI, CBsI3aHHbIe O CTM3ePHHOM, a Ha OBYX INIIOMIEBHIX IOTYLIIKAaX KPAaCOBAIUCh
neBu3bl caMoro Canasapa CnusepuHa.

CnusHOPT pa3fenics u 3abpasics Ha KpoBaTh COBEPIIEHHO I'OJIBIM, 0fapuB ['epMUOHY 0KUIAI0MIUM
B3TJISIOM, KOTTla OHa BCTasa y Kpasd KpoBatu. "I[Ipexpe yeM Mbl cTaHeM 0oJjiee 3HaKOMBIMHU, TI0YEMY
Obl TeOe He pa3meThes. A Xo0uy y3HAThH KaXK/Abli TBOM [oUM".



['epMuOHa BOOXHYJA, TOTOBSICh K 9TOMY, iyMast O TOM, KaK XOPOIII0 3To A Hee. OHa IMOTSHYJIACh K
nyroputiaMm 0y3KM ¥ PACCTETHYJIa UX ONHY 3a APYTOii, O3B0 OfeXK e CIIOJI3TH [0 pyKaM Ha
KOBep, 00HaKMB YePHBINA KPYyKeBHOU 6iocTranbTep. [1aiblibl MOALENNUIN MaJIeHbKYI0 3aCTEXKKY Ha
100Ke, paCCTETHY/IH ee U TI03BOJIMIM el MTPHUCOEOUHUTHCS K IIOCTOSHHO PACTYIIel Kyde OJeXkK/Ibl.
[Tomoiifst K KpOBATH, OHA BHICYHYJIa HOTU U3 0asieToK 1 3abpajiach Ha KpoBaTh, OBICTPO M30aBUBIINCH
oT nudunka, moka CIU3HOPT 0OHMMAJI ee TeJo.

"AGCOTIOTHOE COBEPIIEHCTBO", - mpopkidan CIU3HOPT, YKIagbiBask ee Ha CIUHY U IIOOHUMAS ee HOTH,
II0OKa OHU He 00XBaTH/IM €ro XKUBOT. "f cIay ¢ HEKOTOPHIMHU M3 CaMBIX JKeJITaHHBIX KEeHIIUH, KOTOPhIX
Korma-nu0o MPOoM3BOAUIIa 3Ta CTPaHa, HO THI OBICTPO IIPEB30IIIIa UX BeeX, ['epMuoHa'.

Hakoserr, 'epMroOHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KAK €T0 YIeH IIPUKAJCSI K ee 0TBEPCTHIO, TPOTAIKMUBASICh
BHYTPb B IIOCTOSTHHOM TeMIIe, KOTfia mpod)eccop OIIYCTUII CBOM BeC Ha Hee. Ee masblibl BHITHYJIUCS,
KOTZla OHa yXBaTHJIach 3a €Tr0 CIMHY, YYBCTBYS, KaK OH BBOJIUT CBOM YJIEH BCe I'Iy0xkKe U riy0xe,
pas3dBHUTas ee HOTH IIKMpe, YeM OHA Korfa-nmubo mymara.

"Aprx!" BoCKnUKHYN CIM3HOPT, KOTfa OH IIOJIHOCTHIO BOLLIEN B HEE, UCII0/Ib3Ysl CBOU TOJICTHIE PYKH,
yTOORI pacKayrMBaTh ce0s B3ajl ¥ BIeper, IepeMelras CBoe TeJIo, II0Ka He pa3BuJI OBICTPEIM TeMil. Ero
MaCTepCTBO YOUBUIO ['epMUOHY, ero BO3pacT U pa3Mep, Ka3ajoch, He OKa3blBalld HEraTUBHOTO
BIIUSTHUS Ha €ro IPOU3BOAUTENbLHOCTh, KOTTIa OH BXOMOWI B HEe.

"Topamui! A gymaro, HaM CTOUT NPUTOPMO3UTE..."

Cnu3HOPT OTTOJIKHYII €€, UCII0Ib3ys ee IIPOTECT, YTOOH! ellle 0OJIbIe IOACTETHYTh ero. "EpyHaa. 4
YYBCTBYI0, KaK pearupyeT TBOe TeJio, eMy 3TO Heo0xomumo. KpoMe TOro, yuuThiBasi, 4TO 9TO OymeT
TIOCTOSIHHOE COTJIallleHue, JTy4ile, YTOOhl BBl KaK MOXKHO CKOpee aflaliTHPOBaJIUCh K MOeMy CTHIT0. To
€CTb, CJIA THI He TepegyMana?".

"Het!" - 3axpuyana ['epMuoHa, He XKesnasi, 4TOOH ee XXepTBa OKa3asiach HanpacHou. Eif octaBanoch
COBCEM HEMHOTO BPeMEHHU [I0 TOT0, KaK OHa IOKUHET X0rBapTC, ¥ eC/iu y Hee ObUT XOTh KaKO#-TO
IIaHC rapaHTUPOBaTh cebe MecTo 3a IpefesiaMyu CTaporo 3aMkKa, OHa faxe He cofupasnach ero
ynyckaTts. "[loxkanyucrta, npogosxkaure!"

Cnu3HOPT B TOYHOCTH BBIIIOJIHUIM ee MPOoCck0y, KpoBaTh 3afipoKasa, KOra OH HaKauuBaJjl CBOM 4JieH
CO CBUPEIOCTHIO, He TTOXO0XKEHN HU Ha 4YTO, YTO ['epMHOHa KOraa-nu0o UCIBIThIBaIA Ipexae. Ero yce
IIIeKOTaIu ee I'yObl, KOTHa OH CHOBA IIOTPY3UJI CBOM S3HIK B €€ POT.

Bes marneiimero npengynpexaenusi CIU3HOPT nepeBepHyI ['epMuoHy Ha 00K, 103B0JIsAst CIIU3HOPTY
TpaxaTh ee c3agy, ero pyka npobpajach BBEPX U KPEIIKO CXBATUIIa ee TPy[b, KOTHa OH IpHUXKacs K
Hell BCeM TeJIOM, ee CTEHKHU CXKaJIuCh BOKPYT €ro 4jieHa, KOr[a OH IIPOHUK B Hee [0 yIopa.

Ho mepBoe cOmukeHre MOTJIO JIUTLCS TaK HOJro, 4To CIM3HOPT ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK OH
CTPEMUTENILHO TPUOIMKAETCS K 3aBepIIeHNI0, ero pyKa IIpoBesia Mo Tey ['epMuoHb, KOTOpoe
6necreno ot nmota. "BoTt oHo, 'epmuona! Hapetoch, Te roToBa!"



T'epMKrOHa 3aCTOHAJA OT XKeJIaHusI, KOT{a IOYyBCTBOBasa, Kak CIIM3HOPT B30PBAJICS TTTy00KO BHYTPH
ee 6GapxaTHCTOTO KaHasa, IPOXKb mpobexkara 1Mo ee TTO3BOHOYHHUKY, KOT/Ia OHA HATIOJTHUIIACh €T0
TEIJION CIiepMoii, 00/TMBast ee U3HYTPU KaXkKAyio Kamenbky. OHU TakK U OCTAaJIKCh JIeKaTh 110 6oKaM,
noka CIHU3HOPT HE CMOT OTCTPAHUTHCS.

Cnu3HOPT 3acMesiyics, TOTSHYBIINUCH K ITKady pSAOM C KPOBAaThIO, M HAJIWII B ITapy CTaKaHOB
CKPOMHO€ KOJIUYECTBO OTHEHHOTO BUCKHU BhICLIET0 copTa. OH CKONIb3HYJI 00paTHO Yepe3 KpoBaTh K
F'epMuoHe, KOTOpas pelluiia HaTSHYTh Ha ce0s u3yMpyaHble IPOCTHHU. "d BUXKY, Tebe Bce ellle
HY2KHO BpeMs, 4YTOOB IPUBLIKHYTH K HOBOM frHaMuKe. He BonHyiicst, gaxe JIunu Oblyia Tako# XKe.
Bort, y 9T0OM IITyKM HACTOSALIUY yaap".

F'epMuoOHa B3si/Ia CTAKaH B PYKY U CHejIajia MPOOHBIN I'TI0TOK. XOTS BKYC He ITPOU3BEJT HAa Hee TaKoro
CUJIBHOTO BIIeYaT/IeHUSs, KaK IIaMIIaHCKOe, OHa II0YYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO Cpa3y XKe 0XKMUBHUJIACh. "UTO
Teneps? [IpaBunbHO U 4 ocTynuia?"

Cnu3HopT 3abpasics mof MPOCTHIHY ¥ IIPUKAJICST K HeyBepeHHoM rpudGuHIoOpKe, YyBCTBYS, KaK €ro
nuOuI0 BO3BPAIAeTCS B JeCATUKPATHOM pa3Mepe. "TloBepb MHE, THI TOCTYIIUIT aGCOTIOTHO
IIpaBUIIbHO, MI00KMMas. A yke Ha3Hauyus Tebe BCTpeuyy ¢ MaHauHOM KbIOMHOM, ThHI JOJIXKHA Y3HATH 3TO
¥MS$, OH OJIUH U3 IIpecc-cekpeTaper MUHUCTEPCTBA. 3aTeM Thl BCTPETUIILCS C TJ1aBOM OTHENa I0
nenam JInaroH-aaied, TaM HET HU OOHOTO BOJIINeOHWKA U BeIbMbl, KOTOPHIE HE MTOOHSIUCH OBl Ha
CaMblil BLICOKHY YPOBEHh B MUHUCTEPCTBE, KOTTla OHM HauWHaNu TaM paboTats. C TBOUM yMOM U
XUTPOCTHIO S KICKPEHHEe BEepPI0, YTO THI CTaHeIllb MUHUCTPOM MaruH elre [0 TOT0, KakK Tebe
UCIIOTHUTCS TpuALaTh. Hy, kak Te6e 3T0?"

"BoxecTBeHHO!" mpoMypJbiKana ['epMuoHa, 4yBCTBYS, Kak CIIM3HOPT CHOBA BXOOUT B €€ KEeHCKOoe
TeJo.
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