AcTopus 3aKMHYJIa PYKH 3a TOJIOBY ¥ B3[OXHYJa, YyBCTBYs cebs jerde, yem Korga-nubo. ['appu
OTIIPABHUJICS HA 3aflaHKe, KOTOPOe MOTJIO 3aTSIHYThCS JaJIeKO 3a MOJIHOYb, ¥ OH [aj ed paspelleHune
IIPOCTO YHTH B 00eq U B3ATh 0CcTaTOK OHs. OHA He OblyIa yBepeHa, Oblyla I OHA BO3HArpaxaeHa 3a
XOPOIIyo0 paboTy, KOTOPYIO OHA CHeana, YTOOH JepKaTh ero BCTPeYH B IOPSIKE, UK ellle JTydlIle,
YTO OHA C[IeJlalia, 3aIoji3as IO ero CTOJI M COCATh €r0 YJieH, YTOOH IaTh eMy HEKOTOPOe
o0neruenue, Ipexae YeM OH YHIET, HO OHa IPUMET 3TO B JII0O0M ciiydae. Y Hee yKe OBl
3aIJIaHUPOBAH 3aBTPAIIHUE BEIXOMHOM, ¥ OHA C HETEPIIeHHEeM XKfaja MIPOI0IXKUTEIILHOTO ITepephiBa
¥ BO3MOXKHOCTH PaCCIabUThCS.

OHa 0CTaHOBHUJIACH I10 IIyTH B CBOIO CIAJIbHIO, 3aMETUB, YTO [ABEPD B JOMAIIHUMN 0QUC, KOTOPHIU OHU
menunu ¢ [Ipako, OblIa IPUOTKPHITA. YYUTHIBASI, YTO €€ MYXK yeXasl U3 CTPAHbI U BEPHETCS He
paHbllle, YeM 4Yepe3 IBa-TPH OHS, He ObIJI0 HUKAKO#M BO3MOXKHOCTH, YTO 9TO OH, ¥ OHa Obl/la yBepeHa,
YTO IIJIOTHO 3aKphljla ABEPH IOCIIE TOTO, KaK 3aKOHYHJIa CBOM fiefla TaM IIPOIIIoN HOYbklo. OmHAKO OHa
He ITOYYBCTBOBaJla HUKAKUX U3MEHEeHU! B 00eperax BOKPYT IIOMECThSI, TaK YTO IIPSIMOTO B3j7I0Ma He
MOTJIO OBITh. OTO 03HAYAJIO, YTO TOT, KTO BOIIEN B 0PUC, HOJIKEH UMETh ITOCTOSTHHBIM T'OCTEBOM
IOCTYTI B TIOMECThe. ITO ObUI 0YeHb U30PaHHBIN CIKCOK, II03TOMY Ka3aJ0Ch MaJOBEPOSITHBIM, UTO 3TO
Onin Bpar ee unu JIpako. TeM He MeHee, OBIJIO aOCOMIOTHO HEIOITYCTHMO BXOOUTh B Yel-TO oM 0e3
paspeleHus, eCciiu 3TO He ObIII0 Cephe3HO Ype3BbIYaliHOM CUTYaAIlNel, T03TOMY Y Hee OBIIIO YYBCTBO,
YTO TOT, KTO BoIes, 05T 1160 6/TM30K K CMePTH, 60 He XOTeJI, YTOOBl UX MMPUCYTCTBUE OBIIO0
13BeCTHO. B mo60oM ciydae, eil Hy2KHO ObITh OCTOPOKHOW U HacTOpoxke. Ecnu 970 OB MOCIeqHuM
BapHaHT, OHU, BEPOSITHO, BCE ellle HaXOIUIIUCh B 0HCE B 3TOT CaMbIli MOMEHT, YTO-TO UCKaJlH,
mmoJjiarasi, 4YTo IIOMECThe MyCTYeT.

AcTopus BHITAIMIA MTAJ0YKy U OECUIYMHO ITPOKpasiach K OTKPHITOM Bepu KabuHeTta. KaxXaweil eHb,
paboTas B OTHeJie aBPOPOB, OHa KOe-4eMy Hay4uiach, ¥ YyMeHHUEe JBUTAThCS O€CITyMHO OBIIIO OMHUM
13 HUX. ABpOD, BEPOSITHO, BCE PaBHO yCIbIIIan Obl ee mpubnuxkenne 6e3 Kakux-mudo mpobieM, HO,
yepT BO3bMH, He OBITI0 HUKAKKUX aBPOPOB C OTKPHITHIM AOCTYIIOM B moMecThe MarndoeB. Eii HpaBUIuCh
ee IIaHCH HAacTh Ha TOTO, KTO MOT CKpPHEIBaThCs B ouce. OHa cobpasack C IyXOM ¥ BOpBaiach B
OBEPbh C MaJIOYKOX HAaroTOBE.

BuyTpu oHa oOHapyxkuia [1sxcu [TapKuHCOH. ITO 00BSICHSIO, KaK el yaanoch MUHOBATh 00EPETH.
Ecnu 0wl 9T0 3aBUCENO OT Hee, [19HCH He Oblsia OBI B 9TOM CIIKCKe, HO [Ipako AOBEPSII e, a moueMy
Obl 1 HeT? [[eByIIKa MpakTU4YeCcku 6OTOTBOpPHUIA 3EMJTIO, 10 KOTOPOU OH XOAMII; KOHEYHO, OHA
HUKOTITIa He clejlaeT eMy Hu4ero muoxoro. KoHeuHo, ee 4yBcTBa K ACTOpUY OBLIM COBCEM APYTHUMH,
HO AcTopus He OblyIa I'71aBo¥ ceMbu ManhoeB, Tak 4TO 3TO OBITT He ee BHIOOP.

“ITpuBeTt, AcTopus,” cka3ana [Isncu. - [Jo6po mozxkanoBaTh foMoii.” OHa He KapaOKanach U He
Kpaslach, ¥ He 3allaHMKOBaJja, Korga ACTopus BopBanachk B opuc. OHa cugesna B Kpecie 3a CTOJIOM
Actopuu (MeHbIIEM U3 OBYX), KOTOPOe OHa pa3BepHYyJia JIUIOM K ABepH. TaM OHa M 0CTasach,
CIIOKOMHO CH[Is, 3aKWHYB HOTY Ha HOTY, ¥ COBEPIIIEHHO He OeCIIOKO0SCh O TOM, YTO MTajioykKa ACTOpPUU
HallesleHa Ha Hee. Kak OyATo OHa cupefia TaM U Xfajla ee, Kak OyoTo oHa He 6osiiack ee
YYBCTBOBAJa, YTO Y HEE 3[eCh BCS BIIACTh. ITO OBIJIO CTPAHHOE MTOBeflIeHKE [JIsT Hee, YUUTHIBAs, YTO
OHa OblTa eQUHCTBEHHOM, KTO BTOPTCS B UykKO¥ oduc 6e3 Mmajoyku B pyKe.

- [1aHcH, g HafewCh, y Te0s eCTh OUeHb BaXKHas MpUYKMHA, YTOOLI BOPBATHCS B MOM IOM ITOCPENH OHS,
Korfa Hu [[pako, HU MeHs He ObLIO IOMa, - CKa3ajla OHa, 3aCTaBJIsAs CBOM I'0JIOC OCTaBAThCS
CIloKOUWHEIM. Ilamoyka, ogHAKO, OCTasach y Hee B pyKe, ¥ OHa HalpaBuia ee Ha [I3HCH. -
PecnekTabenbHbIe TIOOK CIIPAIIMBAIOT, IPeXae YeM JIe3Th B UyKOU goM.”



- PecniektabenbHble nmonu?” - nopTopuia [1sHcu. OHa OTKUHYIIA TOJIOBY Ha3aj U paccMesiach, HO 3TO
OBbLJT HETIPUSTHEIN 3BYK. - YTO THI MOXKEIIh 3HAThH O PECIEeKTa0eTbHOCTH, MajleHbKas IITIOIIKa?”

- [Ipoctute?!” Ilanmoyka AcTopuu ApoxKasa B ee pyKe, ¥ €l IPUIIIOCH II0IaBUTh KeJlaHue
3aK0JIOBaTh 3Ty CYKY IIPSIMO 37ech U ceridac. OHa Morja OBl 3TO cenaTh, ¥ 3TO ObIIO ObI
OTIpaBAAHHO, TaK KakK 3TO OB ee IOM, HO eC/I¥ OHa 3TO CHeNlaeT, TO He y3HaeT, 4To 3agymara [IsHcH
¥ TIOYEeMY OHA TakK yBepeHa. - Tebe yydille MPOSIBUTh KO MHE YBaXKeHUe, KOTOPOTO 51 3aCTyKUBAIo,
[Tarcu. HpaButcs Tebe 9T0 UIu HET, HO g negu Masdoii, a He ThI. [Ipako BEIOpaa MeHs, a He Te0s. -
Ona 3Hama, YTO UMEHHO M3-3a 3TOr'0 BCe U Ha4Yaaoch. [IsHCH HUKOTOa He IepecTaHeT BUMIETh B [Ipako
m000Bb BCEl CBOEH KU3HU U MYXKYHMHY, 3a KOTOPOTO €i CyK[eHO BHUTH 3aMyXk, a ACTOPHUS CTOSIJIa
Ha MyTH 3TOM 3/I0II0IyYHOM IeTCKOY (paHTa3uM.

“U aTo OblyTa 0OOHA-eAMHCTBEeHHAs omInOKa, KOTOPYIO OH Korga-nmubo caeran B CBOeM XKU3HU”, -
ckasasna [TaHcu. AcTopus egBa He GBIpKHYIA. [Ipako COBEPIIXII MHOTO OLIMOOK, He MTOCTIeqHEeN U3
KOTOPEIX OblIa HeIOOIIEHKA ero CTaporo Bpara getcTBa ['appu ITorTepa. Cama AcTopusi COBEpIIIHIIa
Ty Ke OImuOKY, IT03BOIUB cebe BRICAYINATh HU3Koe MHeHHe [Ipako o I'appu u myMaTh, 4YTO OHA MOXKET
JIETKO MAHUITYyIMPOBATh UM, n36exkKaTh HaKa3aHUs ¥ IOICTABUThL €I0 BMECTO 3Toro. Kak xe oHU 06a
omubanuch Ha ero CYer.

OHa He yImoMsiHy/Ia Hu 00 9TOM, HU 0 OPYTuX omuOKax, Ha KOTOPkIe Morna Obl yKa3aThb. [I9HCH Bceraa
Buesna B [Ipako yenoBeka 6e3 HEJOCTATKOB ¥ C1a00CTeH, 3a UCKII0YEHUEM TeX CJIy4aeB, KOrma [eso
MOXOMUIIO IO eT0 PelleHus He XKeHUThCS Ha Hed. CIIopuTh ¢ Helt 06 3ToM OblI0 6€CCMBICIIEHHO, fIa U
TIOJIL3BI OT 3TOTO He OymeT, maXke ecliv OHa 3aCTABUT [I9HCH MOHSTH, YTO COJIHIIE HE CBETUT EMY B
3aOHUITY.

“Ia, s1 3HAIO, THI CYUTAELIb, UTO Tebe nyuie ObITh Tegu Mandoii, - ckasaa oHa CKy4aloluM
rojiocoM. - Ho 370 He Tak. { ecTs, u Tebe HyKHO NPUBLIKHYTh K 3TOMY U yKe IPUHSATH PEaIbHOCTb.
Ecnu THI ceiiuac yipels, S IOAyMalo 0 TOM, YTOOH He IofaBaTh Ha Te0s1 opuuranbHyo xanoby unu
He TOBOPUTH [IpaKo, 4TO TH IIHEIPSJI B HalleM oduce, 4To, s yBepeH, OblI0 OBl XyAllled epClIeKTUBOM
niist Tebs.”

“0O, Ipako Bce y3HaeT,” cka3aja [IsHcu. - Kak u Becb Mup.” OHa CKpeCcTHJia HOTH, BCTajla CO CTyJjla U
mofomia K ACTopun. ACTOPHS HAIPSTIach, €l He HpaBuics 0j1ecK B ria3ax [IsHcH u ee
yBepeHHOCTb. OHa Obllla HaCTOJILKO yBepeHa B cebe, UTO MO-IIPeKHEMY He ITOKa3hkiBajla HUKAKUX
IIPM3HAKOB TOTO, YTO TSHETCS 3a CBOEU IMaloyKoi, 4To ObI0 6e3yMueM, YUuThBast 00CTOSATEILCTRA. -
4 3Har, 4TO TH cHesnasna, Actopusd. YTo TH BCe ellle fesaels!”

“0 9yeM TBI TOBOPUIIL?” CIIPOCHUIA OHAa, IOCTYKUBas HOrOM 110 1ony. - KoHyan yxe ¢ atum!”

“To1, PoMaH,” AHIOTUHBI TJIa3KM CKa3aJid, HacMexasiCh Hajl Hel. - Tl HacTaBJIselb pora 0eqHOMY
Ipaxko, u c 'appu, 61106, IToTTepoM He MeHbIe!”

- 4ro? He rosopu raynoctei!” ACTOpuu yAaanoch HUYEro He BEIAATh HU OJI0OCOM, HU BEIpakKeHUEM
JIUIa, HO BHYTPHU OHA Obljia B MaHUKe. BhIla M 9TO IPOCTO eCTECTBEeHHAs HeHAaBUCTh [I9HCH K Hed U
T'appu, 3acTaBUBIIIas €€ CIENO0 BHABUHYTh HE0OOCHOBaHHOE 0OBUHEHMUE, UTO V¥ HEE HET



JO0Ka3aTeJIbCTB TOT'0, 4YTO 3TO IIPOCTO CIIYUMUJIOCE, UJIN § HEE OeNCTBUTEILHO OB BECKHE
IO0Ka3aTenbCTBa?

- EnMHCTBEHHBIN CMEINIHOM 3[0eCh-3TO THI,” MapupoBaa [IaHcu. - Y Tebs Ovlya umeanbHas XKU3Hb, ¥ THI
Oblyia 3aMyKeM 3a ufeanbHbEIM Myk4uHOU. Ho Tebe 3Toro OBIIO0 HEJOCTAaTOYHO, He Tak nu? f 3Haina,
yTo [Ipako coBepuIU OUIMOKY, KOTHa KeHUJICS Ha Tebe, U Teleps S MOy foKa3aTk eMy 3To!”

“Brl MOKeTe 3TO [OKa3aTh? - CIIpOCUIIia OHA. - JIagHO, ecyiy T TaK B 3TOM YBEPEeH, faBal, JOKaXU
MHe 3TO IIPSIMO ceiyac.” 3mech He OBIJIO CMEICTIA XOOUTEL BOKPYT fa okoso. Ecnu y [IsHCcH HUYEero He
ObL10, ¥ 3TO OBbIJIa BCETO JIWIIL OUYepenHas ee TUpPana, C 9TOM CUTyaluel ObIJIO JIETKO CIIPABUTHCSI.
Ecnu oHa HaTKHYJIAch HA YTO-TO, YTO MOXKET OBITh MCIIOJIb30BAHO IIPOTHUB Hee, ACTOPUH HYXKHO OBITIO
3HATh, YTO 3TO OBIJIO ¥ KaK [IaJIeKO 3TO YKe PacIpOCTPAHUIIOCE, IIPexK/e YeM OHa B3BECUT CBOU
BapHaHTHI OTBETA.
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