AcTopusi HEKOTOPOe BpeMs MOoJT4a CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, MhTasiCh IOHSATh, TOYEMY OH OTKA3bIBAETCS
cnemoBaTh ee IaHy. O4eBHUIHO, OHA yMaJlia, YTO OH IOOBITPAeT e, He 3aAyMbIBasICh, HO TeIephb OHa
oOHapyKHuJIa, YTO Y HEr0 BCe-TaKX €CTh MOpaibHEIN Kofgekc. OH HeHaBuaen [19HCH U 3HAJ, YTO 3TO
YYBCTBO B3aMMHO, HO OHA, [TI0X0XKe, He clie/lana Hu4dero maoxoro. OH He coOupascs TpaxaTh ee
IIPOTUB €€ BOJIU TOJIHKO IIOTOMY, YTO ACTOpHS, Ka3alock, MMella Haj Heil 4To-To.

- 3HAUUT, TH He X0Yellb ee UCII0Ib30BaTh?” - cripocusa Actopus. Teneps ee MU0 u3MeHun0ck. OHa
Oosblie He BRITJISIAENIA OLIEIOMIEHHON; Ka3aJl0Ch, OHA XOPOIIIO MpUlilia B ce6s. - 3Ha4UUT JIX 3TO, YTO
THI COOMPAEIILCS IPUKa3aTh MHE 0CBOOOIUTE ee?”

“Hert,” OH mokauar rojgoBou. - [lenau ¢ [IsHCH 4TO X0ouellb. f He 3Ha0, YTO TaM IMPOUCXOOUT, U He
cobupalock BMeImuBaThCs. [IpoCcTO OCTaBb MEHS B ITOKOE.”

- JlagHO, magHOo.” ACTOpHS B3[OXHYJa ¥ IIOBEPHYJIAch, YTOOH IOCMOTPEeTh Ha [19HCcH, KOTOpas Bce
ellle CTOsJIa Ha KOJIeHAX Ha KPOBaTH, Kak M TOrha, Korga Bomen 'appu. AcTopusi, BepOSTHO,
IIpUKa3ajia e 0CTaBaThCS B TaKOM IIOJIOKEHUY, II0Ka OHa He 0THaCT APYrou MpukKas. - Hy, TH XKe
cielman ero, I1auc. BoT u Bce, HaBepHOe. f1 TPOCTO He OyMalo, YTO 3TO OyIeT Tak yXK MHTEePeCcHO,
ecnu ['appu He MPUCOEOUHUTCS K HaM, YTOOBI OKMBUThH CUTYAIUIO, TAK YTO, MOXKET ObITh, HAM CTOUT
IIPOCTO TIOUTH BIIEpEN U OTMEHUTH KJIATBY NPSAMO ceridyac. KoOHeYHO, BBl MOXKeTe IIOCIaTh 3Ty
dboTorpaduio KoMy yrogHo. ITo pa3pymmio 66 Mol Opak ¥ Moe coliialbHOe TOJI0KEHNE, U fake
cratyc ['appu, BeposaTHO, HEMHOTO IToCcTpafas Ovl, He TO, YTOOHI OH, KaxeTcs, 3a060Tuncs 06 3ToM. -
OHa cHOBa ITOBEPHYJach, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha ['appu, KOTOPHINA TONBKO QBIPKHY U TOKaYal
rosnioBoit. OH He Kynuics Ha ee 61ed, ma u [IaHcH, Tox0oxKe, ToxKe. KoHEUHO XKe, OHa MIOHKUMAIa,
KakKou KaTtacTpodoit obepHeTCs myist ACTOpuu mosiBiIeHue 3Tou ¢oTorpadun. O4eBUIHO, OHA HE
cobupasack Tak PUCKOBATh.

- Y, xoHeuHoO, g Oblyta 661 cBOOOIHA MTOAETUTLCS TEM, UTO 3Ha0 0 Tebe, - Cka3ana ACTOPHSI, CHOBa
IIOBOPAYMBASsICh M COCPEIOTaYNBasich Ha [1sHcH. ['appu mocnenoBas 3a Hel, YTOOk IIOCMOTPETh Ha
[1sHCH, yBEPEHHBIN, YTO YBUOUT BLI30OB Ha ee julle. YTo Obl HM UMesia Hafl Hel ACTOPHS, 9TO He MOTJIO0
OBITH HACTOJIBKO I1JIOX0, YTOOB OHA JEeNCTBUTENIBHO ITOBEPUIA, YTO OPOCUT CBOM Opak U CBOIO
pelnyTanuio u3-3a 3TOro, BepHOo? Ho HemoKOpHEIN OB IOCTIENHUM, KeM Ka3ajach [Isucu. OHa
OTYASTHHO 3aTPsIC/Ia TOJIOBOM, ee T1a3a OBIIM IIMPOKO PACKPHITH U B IIAHWKE, ¥ OHA XPIOKHYJIa B
KJISTI.

- TToxoKe, THI XOYeIllb YTO-TO CKa3aTh, - 3aMeTHUIa ACTOpHS. - A TH 3Haelb? Bh X0TUTe YTO-HUOYIDb
CKasath 1o 3ToMy noBony?” [TaHCH pelmuTeNnsHO KuBHYA. “JlafHO, JaBay IOCTyIIaeM. - ACTOPUS
OTIENHIIa KIS ¥ BHITAIUIA eT0 u30 pTa [19HCH.

- [ToxarnyiicTa, He fienal 3Toro!” - Bemanuia [laHcH, Kak TOJIBKO ee poT ocBoboamics. OHa TSIXKeo
ObIlIazia, TO JIX OT OXBIIIKM, TO 1M OT OECIIOKOWCTBa, [appu He Mor cKa3aTk. - He 9T0, 4TO yTOAHO,
TOJIbKO He 3T0!” I'appu Obl1 mopaxeH. Kakas O6bl rpsi3b HU Obla Ha ACTOPHUH, OHA MTO-HACTOSIIIEMY
Hanyrana [Isncu.

- [Ta, 51 3Hal0, KaK OTYAsTHHO THI XOUelllb, YTOOHI 51 COXPaHUIIa TBOM MaJeHbKUY I'PSI3HBIM CEKPET, -
cka3zaja Acrtopus. - Ho TebGe Benb He MeHsT Hafo yOexnaTh, BEpHO? 4 He U3 TeX, KTO He
3aMHTEPECOBAH B TOM, YTOOHI IIOBECENTUTHCS C 9TOM KISATBOM. - ['11a3a [1sHCcH MeTHYUCH K ['appu, u



OHa, Ka3asoch, Orlyla 671M3Ka K cie3aM, Korja CMOTpe€JIa Ha HETO C KPOBATH.

“Tloxanyiicta, [IoTTep!” cKka3ana OHa OpOXKaIIUM U UCIIYTaHHBEIM I'OJIOCOM. - [ToXanyucTa, nenan
BCe, YTO OHa cKaxet! OTmyienail MeHs, TPaXHU MeHs, TPaxHU MOIO 3afHUIly, 4TO yrogHo! TonbKo He
IIO3BOJISIH €M 9TOro AesaThb!”

- ToI cepbe3n0?” - crpocun ['appu, HeMOBEPYHBO TSNS Ha Hee. - Thl JeHCTBUTEILHO X0Yelllb, YTOORI S
Te0s TpaxHy1? ITO NEeNCTBUTEILHO JTyylllasi albTepHaTuBa A Bac?”

- Da!” - cupocuna I1aucu. Ee ronoc 3By4yasn Tak, CJIOBHO OHa OalaHCHpPOBaja Ha TPaHU ITOTEPHU TOTO
c1aboro KOHTPOJIS Hafl CBOMMU 9MOLMSIMU, KOTOPHIH y Hee Obl. - [ToxkanyiicTa!”

- THI CHIBIIIAT KEHIIUHY, - CKa3ajia ACTopus, 000payuBasiCh, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETH Ha HETO. - M 4To XKe
aro 6ymet, 'appu?”

OH nepeBOAUII B3TJISAM C YXMBUISIOLIENCS ACTOPUU Ha €€ UCIyTaHHbIM, OTYassHHBIN "CIOPIpU3".
OueBupnHo, [1sHCH OblsIa TOTOBa CHOEIATh BCE, YTO HYKHO, YTOOBI COXPAHUThL MOoJTYaHue ACTOPHH,
naxe eCcjIy 9TO 03Ha4alio TpaxaThCs C YeJI0OBEKOM, KOTOPOTr0 OHa HeHaBuOeNla U BUHUIIA B TOM, YTO
OHa caMa cebs1 0OMaHYyIa, MBEITAsCh IPEAIOKUTEL ero BonmemopTy. YacTh ero UCIBLITHBANA
UCKYIIIeHNe IIPOCTO 3aCTaBUTh ACTOPHUIO OTMEHHUTD BCEe 3TO ¥ 0CBOOOOUTH [I9HCH OT ee KIATBE PAHO
YTPOM, BCe ellle KJISTHS uX 000MX MOJT4YaTh; TAKUM 00pa3oM, Bce OymyT 3allUINeHE], U il He TPUAEeTCS
CIIaTh C KeM-TO, KOO OHa HeHaBUOuUT. HO IOTOM OH IpUCMOTpecs K Teny [13HCH IOBHUMAaTeIbHEe.
OH HUKOr[a 0c060 He OyMal O Hell B CEeKCyalbHOM KOHTEKCTe; XMYpPHhIii B3TJISIM, KOTOPHIHM OHa BCETAa
MMeJla Ha Jiulle, Korga Obljia B ero MPUCYyTCTBUU, 0OBIYHO OTBJIEKAJI €T0 OT TOTO, YTOOBI 3aMeyaTh YTo-
TO ellle B ee BHEIIHOCTU. Ho Temeps, KOrAa OHa CTOs/Ia rojiasi Ha KOJIEHSX B ero IOCTeJIU U YMOJIsiia
ero TPaxXHyTh ee, OBITIO TOPa3M0 Jerye OIeHUTh ee Tenno. Heyxkenu oH IeldCTBUTEIbHO X04YeT
YIYCTUTD LIAHC TPaXHYTh ee?

Ecnu OBl 0Ha OblyIa KEM-TO JIPYTUM, BO3MOXKHO, OH BCE PaBHO OTKa3asicst Obl. Ho Korfia OH mocMOTpen
Ha [I9HCH, TO yBUAeN nepen co60i He MPOCTO XKEHIUHY, KOTopas ImbiTanach 00MaHyTh ACTOPHIO, HO,
oueBUOHO, Oblna BhIIIe ee cuil. OH BUAEN KEHIIUHY, KOTOpas u3[eBaiach Hal HUM U €T0 JPY3bsIMU B
TeueHUe MHOTHUX JIeT B IIIKOJIe, opa3Hs PoHa 3a To, 4To oH OefeH u raym, [epMuoHy 3a ee GobliIue
3yOHI, TYCThHIE BOJIOCHL ¥ MAITJIOPOXKAEeHHOe Haclenue, u cebs 3a To, 4To OH cupoTa. OH yBUmen
pa3gpaxarllyo AeBYyIIKy, KOTopas rofgaMu Bucesla Ha pyke [Ipako, KoTopas pafoCTHO IIpHHUMAaa
y4acTue B MHKBU3UTOPCKOM OTpsife AMOpPUIXK U 3710yIIOTPebIsiIa CBOe BIacThio npedekrTa. U,
KOHEYHO K€, OH YBUOEJI XKeHIINHY, KOTOpas IbITalach BHIATh ero BomgemMopTy. MoxkeT ObITh, OHA U
He CoBeplllajia HUKaKUX IMPeCTYIJIeHuH, TOCTOWHBIX A3Ka0aHa, 0 KOTOPHIX OH 3HAJI, HO OHA,
BEPOSITHO, MOTJIa ObI UCII0JTb30BaTh KOPPEKTUPOBKY OTHOIIEHUS TaK Xke, Kak ¥ BCe, KOTO OH 3Hall.

OH mporren MmuMo Actopuu, 3a0pasics Ha KpoBaTh 1 00Hs [1sHcH. OHa B3BU3THYJIA OT YIUBIIEHHS,
HO He COIIPOTHUBIISIIACh, KOTHA OH OTOABUHYJICS Ha3af, MOKAa He CeJl, IPUCIOHUBIINCH CIIMHOM K
CIIMHKEe KPOBATH U TTOJI0XKUB ee ce0e Ha KOJIEeHH.

- [Toxoxe, y TeOST HETIPUSTHOCTU C ACTOPUEH, - Hayasl OH, ITPOBOMS PYKOM II0 TOJI0M OneqHON 3aJHUIlE
[Taucu. OH OBIT He TaK BeNIUK, KaK ¥ ACTOPHH, HO ee CHMITATUYHAs MaJeHbKas MOIKa, [0 ero



MHEHUIO, 0YeHb XOPOIIIO ITIOOX0AHUIIa K €€ TOILIeMy Tenly. - MeHs 9T0 He BOIHYeT. Thl yMOJIsifia MeHs
oTmnenaTs Te0s, ¥ UMEHHO 3TO s ¥ COOMparoCh cuenaTh. 4 Hakaxy Te0s 3a BCe Te yKaCHHIE BelllH,
KOTOPBIE Thl HarOBOPUJI MOUM APY3bIM 3@ 9TU I'OfBL, U 3a BCE Te y2KaCHBIE Bellly, KOTOPBIE ThI
coenan.” OH mocMOTpes Ha ACTOPHIO, KOTOPas, ITOKyChiBas I'y0y, TEHUBO CXKUMaJja rpyfb. - [lail MHe
BecCmo.”

AcTopus BHITAIIKa U3 SIIMKa BECJIO, TO caMoe, KOTOPHIM OH HECKOJIbKO pa3 0ui ee 1o 3aguutie. OHa
HocIielIuia K HeMy U C IIUPOKOU yNIbIOKOM POTsAHYyIa ero. OH KUBHYJ e U IIPOBEJT BECJIOM I10
3apHule [1sHCH, Opa3Hs ee TeM, YTO OOJIKHO OBITIO IPOU30UTH.

- [Tepen KaxXObIM IIJIETTIKOM 51 6yIy MOBTOPSITH TO, YTO THI cuenaj. ITociie KaxkOooro Imjienka Bel OymeTe
M3BUHATHCA 3a 3TO U 00eIlaTh HUKOrma OOJblIe He OejlaTh HU4ero nogo0Horo. 3to moHaTHO?”

“Ia, - TyT XKe oTBeTusNa [Is3Hcu. OHa oKa3anach Ha yOuBJeHUe mofaTnuBoi. Kazasmocs erie 6omnee
HEBEPOSITHHIM, 4TO [13HCH yg3BUMa ¥ HaXOJUTCS B €T0 BIIaCTH, YEM B Ty II€PBYI0 HOYb C ACTOpHEN.
OH 3Ha, 4T0 ACTOPHS He TI0OUT ero, HO OHa ObIJIa TOCTATOYHO YMHA, YTOOH! He ITOKA3kIBATh 3TOTO B
TeX PeIKUX CITydasx, KOTfma OHU ObIIM PSAOM OPYT C APYTroM Ha ImyOjuKe [0 TOr0, KaK OH IoWMal ee
Ha IJIOXOM B MarTI0BCKOM JIOHMIOHE M BCe, YTO IIOCIIEI0BAIIO C TeX Iop. II3HCH He CKphIBana CBOEU
HENPUS3HU K HEMY HU B LIKOJIe, HU 110 ce AeHb. OH HUKOTga He 0XKUaj, YTO OHa OKaXKeTCs B TaKOM
TI0JIOKEeHUH, HO He cOOMpasiCs yIycKaTh TakKou ImaHc. OHa 3acilyKujla HEMHOTO OUCIUIIINHEL B
TedeHNe MHOTHUX JIET, U Telleph OH coOMpascs AaTh el 3TO.
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