U ona Opocusachk HaBCTPeUYy HEU3BECTHLIM BparaM C rOpo MOMHSATOM TojI0BOM. JIrouyc
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO IOTeeT. JIMIIKUM MOT cTeKas 1mo 6okaM u criuHe. OH XOTeJl caeiaTh XOTh LIar, HO
He MOT 3acTaBuUTh cebd. B ronose, kak nTuia, OMiIach eqUHCTBEHHAA MEICIL: «bexartn!»

— Crynepdaii! — ycnibllian OH BOPYT U OTJIETEN B CTOPOHY, Tafas MeXAy KieTKaMu. [ITHIIb
3aKpuyay, B3BOJIHOBAHHBIE HEOXKHUIaHHO TPyOsIM 0OpalleHueM.

— [Terpuduxyc Toranyc! — 3aBonun Jlrouuyc, He TAAASA, Kyfa IaluT.

Ha mraoBeHue Bce CTUXJ0. [IOBUHYSICh KAKOMY-TO UHCTUHKTY, JIIOIIMyC BhIOpaiCs U3-1oM KJIETOK 1
TYT XK€ — IJla3a B I'Jla3a — BCTPETHUJICA C JIOXMAThIM MyKUYMHOM, CMOTPSIILIAM Ha HEro C
IIPEBOCXOMICTBOM. MyzKunHa OBl HEOPUT M IOTPeIlaH, 3aTo ero Iajioyka Oblla HallpaBeHa IPSMO
Jlrouuycy B ceppue.

— H-He H-Hamo y'6I/IBaTB MeHd, — HIOLII/IYC B UCIIyT€e IIOOHSAII PYKH.

— He Oyny, — crokoiiHo oTBeTun 4neH OppaeHa ®eHukca. — f He ybuiinia.

— 3aTo a1 — ybuina! — ycnsiman Jlrouryc gukuit Kpuk bennaTpukce, 1 MyK4KMHa yIaja 3aMepTBo K
ero HOTaM, He yCIeB faxe 00epPHYThCS.

JIrouyc 4acTo MOpraj, TIIETHO ITEITasiCh COOPATHCS C MBICIISIMH.

— Hix 6v1710 Bcero Tpoe, — BennmaTpuKc HACTYIUIIA Ha TPYI MyK4YUHBE. — CMOTpHU: 9T0 dArap BoyHc.
Brin. T'oBOPSAT, 0YEeHb CUTTbHBINA Mar...

Y oHa pacxoxoTaachk, 3alIPOKUHYB T'010BYy. Ee Ipyab u I1e4y TPSICIUCh, U B 9TOT MUT OHa Oblia
TI0X02Ka Ha XKMBOEe BOIIOIIEHNE CMePTH. JIIOIUYC MOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 CHOBA TOIIHUT, & MOUEeBOU
IIy3bIph HACTOSITENILHO B3hIBAET K OMIOPOKHEHUIO.

CHoBa xyionKu. BennmaTpukc TyT ke cobpasach u cTala cepbe3Hoi. OHa BCKUHYIIA MAJ0YKy U
3armepsia ABEPh C MPOTHBOIIOI0XKHOM CTOPOHBI, TOTOBSICH YOUTH JTIF0O0T0, KTO BOCIIOIb3YETCS CTABIINM
eIUHCTBEHHBIM BXOJ0M. JIIOIINYC MEeJIEHHO IIOOHSII CBOIO MTaJI0YKy, HaflesiCh, MOJISICh, YTOOBI BHOBb
IpUOBIBIINE JIIOAU PEIIUIIA OTIIPABUTHCS B APYTYIO0 YaCTh 3MaHUSI, HO €r0 MOJIMTBEL YCIIHIIIaHE He
ObLIM: Ha ITOpore, C TPOMKUMU KPHKaMHU, TIOSIBUJIUCH TPOE aBPOPOB.

OpHoro u3 HUX benmaTpukc ynoxuia MOMEHTAIbHO, IPYToi OTOUIT ee 3aKIATHE, U MeXKOY HUMU
3aBsg3ajach Oy3Jib, COMPOBOKAAIOIIAsACI TPOMKUMU BOIUISIMU BesiylaTpUKC Ipy KaXaoM yIadHOM
BhINtazie. TpeTuii aBpop OBICTPO 00e30pyKum JIoluyca 1 IBUHYJICS Ha HETO C KPUBOM YXMBIJIKOM Ha
nutie. Mandoii moHs, 4To yOHUBaTh €T0 He COOMPAlOTCs — aBPOpP MOCAAHUT ero B A3kabaH, U YK TaM...
JIonuyc MpUHST pellleHre MTHOBEHHO: CXBATUB IIOKOPEXKEeHHYI0 KIETKY, 0 0TKa3a HabUTyIo
CHUKEeTaMH, OH C CUJIOM LIBHIPHYJI €e B CTOPOHY aBpopa. He oxupgas oTmopa OT MaJbYMIIKK, aBPOP
He yCIeJl YBePHYThCS, U JIIOINYC BRIUTPA HECKOJIBKO CEKYH, YTOOR! TOMHSATh CBOIO MAJIOUKY.



— Crynepdaii! — 3aopait oH, ¥ aBPOP OTIIETEN K CTeHE, YOAPUBIIKCh TOJIOBOM O PaMy OOHOH 3
KapPTHH ¥ ITOTEPSIB CO3HAHUE.

JIionuyc mMo4YyBCTBOBAJ IIPUJIMB CUMI: OH cripaBujcs! OH ToXke MOXKeT ObITh nojie3eH! PacrpaBus
neun, Mandoi BuxpeM OpOCHUIICS Ha moMollb bennatpukc u CTPeHOXKUBAIOUIUM 3aKIITUEM
TIOBAJIUI TPOTUBHUKA C HOT. ITOM 3aMUHKHU bennaTpukc ObIJI0 JOCTATOYHO, YTOOR YOUTH €TO0.

B cocepgHelt KoMHaTe MOCTBIIANCS €ellle OOUH XJIONOK. BooaylieBneHHBIN CBoel yaadel, Jlronuyc
nepBHIM OpOCHUIICS TyAa, TOTOBBIM HanacTh, 00€30pyKHUTh, TOBANIUTh U JaTh benmaTpukc
BO3MOXKHOCTh UCIIOJTHUTH MPUKa3 Jlopaa...

Ero 3aknuHaHue OTIIETENO0, efBa He opa3uB ero caMoro. Cyxas XKeHIMHA CPeNHUX JIeT B
KOpHUYHEeBOi OapxaTHOM MaHTUM HafBUTajlach Ha Hero. [1oxoxkas Ha CTPOTYIO IIPelofiaBaTeIbHUILY,
OHa TofXKaJa ryOsl ¥ HaXMYpPHUIIachk, T Ha JIIonnyca, KaK Ha HAIIKOAWBIIETO MaJIbYUIIKY.

— ABapa... — BennaTpuKc He ycnesna JOTOBOPHUTH, KakK ee IpUIievyaTasno K CTeHe HeBepOaTbHBIM
3aKJIMHAHUEM TaKOU CUJIBI, KOTOPOU JIoLuyC ellle HUKOTga He BUTE.

OH cTaj NATUTHCS Ha3aj, MHOTa IIEITasICh IIOPAa3HUTh IIPOTUBHUITY XOTh YEM-TO U3 CBOEIr0 CKPOMHOI'O
dpCeHalla, HO OHa oTOMBAasIa BCe €ro 3dKIIATHSA, JaXKe HE MEHAACh B JIUIIE.

— WHKapIiepo, — CKa3ajla OHa, HaKOHeI], TUXUM TI'0JIOCOM, U JIIOIIMyC ITOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK IIyThI
00BHJIM BCE €T0 TEeJIO.

OH TIOIIATHYJICS U TSKeJIO yIaJj Ha MoJ Y HOT benmaTpukc, KoTopasi ¢ TPYIOM IIPUXOAauiia B ce0st
nocye ymapa. OHa BCKMHYJIA TOJIOBY, TJISIAS B I'JIa3a HaJBUTAIOIIENCS paclpase, ¥ BOAPYT PE3KO
nepHyna Jlouyca 3a BepeBKU. ANTapallMOHHEIN BUXPh 3aKPYXKUII €T0, ¥ B CIIEAYIOIINH MUT OH
OYYTHIICS B CTOPOXKKE IIPY BXOJe B 3al0BegHUK. TaM ytexaro Teno [[KarcoHa, 04eBUIHO, yOUTOTO B
CXBaTKe.

— YeproB ToncTsak! — 6ypKHYyna bennaTprukc U CHOBa MOTSHY/a Jloiryca 3a coOoH.

Ha 3ToT pa3 oHM OKa3auch B pe3HOl Geceike Cpefu IepeBLeB KAKOr0-TO Mmapka. JIionuyc, TsxKeno
nbia, n36aBUICS OT BEPEBOK M OCMOTpeJICS. BennaTpukc cupena pspoM, IpsiMo Ha IOy, U
ocMaTpuBaja B MaJIeHbKOE 3epKaJsiblle lapanuHy Ha 10y, KpOBOIIOATEK Ha CKyJie U Pa3buTyio ryoy.

— M=l B 6€30I1aCHOCTH? — OCTOPOXKHO CIIpocun Jlomwmyc, ¥ BenmaTpukc, HEOXOTHO OTBIIEKIIUCEH OT
CBOETO 3aHSATHS, TSIKEII0 KUBHYIA.

— 9T0 mapk uMeHus bI3KoB, HU OfiHa TBaphb U3 OppeHa ciofa He CYHeTCs.

JTroruyc u3gan OyIbKaOIIKUN 3BYK, IOX0XKWH HA B3[OX 06IerYeHusi, ¥ paccaablIeHHO OTKUHYIT
T'OJIOBY, TTO3BOJISAST ce6e OTBIIEUBCS.



OH 3aKphUT IO PYKaMU, BCIIOMKUHAS, YTO €My HOBEJIOCh ITepeXuTh. BOPyr mouyBCTBOBAJ Ha cede
BHUMATEJbHbIM B3I BenaTpukc U B3OPOTrHYI.

— He 0oiicsi, ceronns 51 Tebs He TPoHY, — BenmaTpukc ycMexHynach. — XOTSI CTOUJIO OBl
pa3yKpacuTh TBOe 6€3YKOPU3HEHHOE JIMYUKO — TaK MOXKHO OBIZIO OBI CKAa3aTh, UTO TH CPaXkKascs, a
He 00MOYUJICS P IIEPBOM K€ OMacCHOCTH.

— Hemnpagpa, g He... — Jlionmyc oKpacHes, YyBCTBYS, YTO €r0 MOUYEBOK ITy3bIPh CKOPO JIOMHET.
— Ecnu emie "He"... — nepenpa3Huia ero bennaTpukc, — 3HA4YUT, TH yKe OIU30K K 9TOMY. Befb Tak,
TpsIKa?

JIrorimyc He 3HaJl, 4YTO OTBETUTh. YKe B KOTOPHIY pa3 3a JeHb bennaTpuKC cTaBuia ero B yKaCHOe
nonoxeHnune. OH Mo4as. bennaTpukc Toxke Modasa, UCIBITYOIIe TSS9 Ha HeTo.

— Ecnu Te0s1 HUUTO He OECIIOKOUT, — CJIafKO CKa3aja OHa, HaKJIOHSSICh K CaMOMY ero JIUIy Tak, YTO
YepHEIE NIPSANU ee BOJIOC MOIIEKOTaly ero eKu, — 3Ha4UT, MBEl MOXKeM ITOCULEeTh 30eCh ellle 4aCoK-
npyroiu. Ceiiyac 1 HUKyga He TOPOILIIOCE.

JTronmyc mpencTaBui cebe ellle 4ac B 3ToM 6eceke HaeOuHe C XKEHITUHOM, OT OMHOT0 BUIA KOTOPOMH
€ro TPSICIIO0, ¥ MaJIOTYIIHO CHAJICs:

— 4 cTONBKO He BBEIIEPXKY, — IIPOIIEIITAJI OH Ha BeIJOXE, CIropad OT CThI[A.

— 3HAYHUT, ST MOTY CKa3aTh BCEM, YTO THL...

— He #apgo! — JTomuyc 6eCIIOMOIITHO B3MAxHYJI PyKaMu, ©30 BCEX CHJI CTapasiCh COXPAHUTh OCTATKU
caMoo0JiamaHusl.

— ¢1 X04Yy IOCMOTPETH Ha TO, KAK Thl 00JIETYUINLCS, — BeaTpuKC HU4yTh HEe CMYTHIaCh CBOETO
IIpUKa3a — MPOCkOO¥ MK TIPEIJIOKEHUEM Ha3BaTh 9TO OBLIO CIIOXKHO.

— Iloxamnyiucra... — nuuo Jlrouuyca ucKa3uila rpuMaca CTpajgaHus.

— Torma nmopgoxmeM ellle, — Ioxaja Ijie4yaMu BeHHanI/IKC, CJIOBHO PE€Yh IIIJIa O 4eM-TO abCoMI0THO
TPUBHUAJIBHOM.

— 4 Gorbllie He MOTY, — IIpH3HasCcs JIoIuyc, IOHKWMas, YTO OTIUPaThCs 6eCCMBICTIEHHO.

— Taxk 4T0 MerttaeT Tebe?..



— Yo, mpsiMo 3pech?! — Bo3omnun Jlrouuyc, Tepsis TepleHue.

— A noyemy HeT? — ycMexHynach bennaTpukc.

Br{poqu, eMy yXKe OBITIO BCE PaBHO, TOe OH X KTO Ha HETO CMOTPHT. C TPYOOM CIIPABUBIIHCE C
3aCTEeXKOM Ha 6pIOKaX, OH OTKJIIOYHJII CO3HaHHUeE.

Jlrouxyca HaKpHUIO IPUSTHOE YyBCTBO 00eryeHus. bennaTpukc BHUMATEIBHO CIefnia 3a HUM, He
Muras, Ho JIIOIyC BAPYT MOHSJ, YTO OOJbIIe HUYET0 He YyBCTByeT. EMy mpocTo OBIIO XOPOILIo —
BIIEPBBIE 3@ 9TOT [IEHb.

BennmaTpukc momoxmasna, I0Ka OH 3aCTETHETCS, a IOTOM KaPTUHHO MOXJIONaia B JIagOIIIn:

— BpaBo, — IIPOM3HECJIa OHAa HaCMEIIJIUBO. — MeHs 9T0 103a0aBuIIo.

— Yo Tebe OT MeHS Hafl0? — THUXO cIpocua Mandoi, 0TBOPauYUBasiCh.

— Xorena Obl s 3HaTh, — Mpormesna benmaTpukc, a IOTOM BAPYT pa3BepHyia ero Kk cebe. Ee rmasa
ropenu. — KaxeTcs, s MOropsiuniach B TOT pa3, B KOMHATe. THl 3aCTajl MEHs He B TOM HAaCTPOEHHH.

Ha u3BuHeHUe 3TO OBLITIO T0X0XKEe MEHBIIE BCero, fAa JIIouuyc 1 He 3HaJ, YTO AejlaTh C U3BUHEHUSIMU
OT 3TOM XEeHIIIUHEL.

— IloaToMy THI CIlacjia MEHSI CETOOHA? — BCe ke 3apaJjl OH JaBHO BOJIHOBABIIUY €I'0 BOIIPOC.

— Hapo GBbITH OJTHBIM UOMOTOM, YTOORI BLICTYIIUTH MPOTHUB Jlopkac Memoy3, — BennaTpukc
TIOCMOTPeJIa Ha CBOU MyTalolue IJIMHOM HOT'TH. — JTO OfHA U3 CaMBIX CUJIbHBIX BEIbM
COBPEMEHHOCTH...

— Ho IMo4YeMy THI CIIaClia MeHs? — H]EOLII/IYC He 3HaJl, 9TO CIIOABHUI'JIO €r0 HaCTOATh Ha CBOEM BOIIPOCE,
II0O3TOMY OH CZXKaJICA B KOMOK, OXKHWOasA PEaKIIUN BeHJIanI/IKC.

JIonuyc gyMas,oHa YIapuT ero WK IollapanaeT KOrTSMH, HO OHa MPOCTO B3[IOXHYIA:

— ToI Ke crnbllan POI[OJ'IB(I)YC&: [ToBenuTesNb Bo3/araeT Ha Tebs OObIMe Hagexnawl. He xoTenoce OBl
€r0 Pa3049apPOBLIBATE.
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