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- Hy, MOXXHO ¥ Tak CKa3aTh, - HETIOHSATHO M3-3a YET0 3aCMYIIABIINCh, KOPOTKO OTBETHII MelH, Koraa
Teomop nopoImen 61uxKe K HEMY.

- He mocuuTaiiTe MeHS CYHIIMOHUKOM, HO MBI MOTTIH GBI CIIyCTHUThCS B ITOBAJ ¥ IIOCMOTPETh HA 3TOT
CTYCTOK BIIJIOTHYIO, - CKa3an Teomop, B35B MeiiHa 3a 00e PyKu. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH YIBIOHYJICS TaK
HEBHMHHO, KaK CAMblif HACTOSIIUN aHTeJl, TOJIbKO B 00TUYKHU ObsIBOJIa. KCTaTH, 9TO IeHCTBUTEIHHO
3By4asio Tak, Kak OyaTo OHM COOMpaIuCh IOCMOTPETh Ha Canépa, KOTOPHIN Pa3MUHUPYET 60MOy.

- ... TBI KOTa yCIien ToI0BOM YOapUThCS? - CIIPOCUIT MeliH, ¢ mpoxKaliei 1 HEPBHOH YITLIOKOM
HanepeBec. Ecnu cutyanust 6e3BHIXOHAS, 9TO HE 3HAYUT, YTO HAMO UOTU IPSIMUKOM K CMEPTH.

- Hy, Torga s ogus moupy, - cka3an Teomop , pa3BepHYBIIMCH Ha CTO BOCEMbIECSATH I'PAfyCOB 1
mopmons OnuxKe K ecTHuile. I1ociie mouCKOBOTO 3aKJIMHAHUS OBIJIO 0YeHb IPOCTO HAMTH
3aMaCKUPOBaHHBIM KPYT, KOTOPHIM OBIIO eIl Jierde cioMaTh. MelH axkKe HUYETO He YCIIe OTBETHUTD,
KaK JIeCTHHUIIA Beylas Ha BTOPOU 3TaX pacKphIIach, IIOCTIEe Yero moKa3ascs IPoxXoy BHUA3.

Teomop cpa3sy e MOYYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK MY B JIII0 yAapuil ciabblii BETEPOK, HO TeM He MeHee, TO
Ka3ajacs KaKMM-TO MaHSIINM, BEPOSITHO, M3-3a I'yCTOM MaHH. OH faXe He OTJISIHYJICS Halaf, JIUIIb C
yNBIOKOM Ha JIUIe Hadasl CIycKaThCs BHU3. OH UTaK 3HAJI, YTO ero OJHOI0 Ty[da He OTIIYCTST.

MeliH nuilib B3OOXHYIJI, IIOOHABIINCE C MECTa. OH maxe He BO3pPa3ulJl, JIMIIb MBEICJIEHHO IIOMOJINJICA,
YTO OBl HUUETO CBEPXBECTECTBEHHOI'O HE ITPOXUI3OIIIIO. Her, Bcs 3Ta CUTyallusd HE CIIMIIKOM
HOPMaJIbHaA, 0COOEHHO OJid cepila, HO He B UX ITOJIO2ZKEHUU MOZKHO OBIIIO KaJIOBAThCS.

Kak ¥ 0KMIanoCh CITyCK GBI TOBONIBHO-TAKU AMHHHBIM. Eciiu Teo BCE IpaBUIIbHO PACYUTall, TO CaM
3aMOK B TPHUALATH METpPax OT YPOBHS 3€MJIH, a 3Ta... [IBephb, Ha KOTOPYI0 OHM HAaTKHYJIUCH B KOHIIE
CIycka, Oblsia elré B mBaAIlaTH MeTpax OT 3aja. [la, 3To MecTo OblIo IIy00KO oM 3eMJIEH, BCe 3TO
yKe MOHSIIH, TPONOJIKIM.

[TycTh OHU U CITyCTUIUCH CIOfA IT0 MHUIMaTHBe Teomopa, IOHKIN HACIIeIHUK, [T0KA YTO, HEe CIIeIINI
OTKpPBIBATh 3Ty [IBePh. KaxkeTcs, 3Ta CUTyallus TIOBTOPSIETCS Y2Ke BO BTOPOM pa3 3a 3TH OBa THS.

- Tet X04els, 9YTO OBl S OTKPHITI ABEPR? - CIPOCHI MelH, yKe MOTSHYBIIKUCH K IBEPHOM pyuke. YTo X,
Teo u He X0Ten ero 0TToBapuBaTh, IyCTh OTKPHLIBAET.

YucTo HA BCSAKUM Cllydai, 4TO ObI UM B JIMIIO OTSITh HEe HaJleTe U MBI, Teomop BCIIOMHUIT
HECKOJIbKO 00€BBIX 3aKIMHAHKM, HO B TECHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE HUKOTO He ORII0, 10 KpalHel Mepe, ux
TaK HAKTO U He aTaKoBajl. BHOBB CO3[laB IIapuK CBETA, I0OHOIIIA C YEPHHIMU BOJIOCAMU HE pa3myMbIBas
IIaTHYJI BIIEPEN, OCBellasi BCE meper coOo.

KoneuHo, (paHTa3us HacleHUKA aTXUMHAYEeCKOM OalllHi MHOTO€e PHCOBasia, HO YBUETh OOBIYHBIH
KOpuAop, OBIII0 HEMHOTO0 MevanbHo. Hy, 3T0 He MrHOBEHHAs CMEPTh ¥ Ha TOM cracu0o.

XoTs1, 3TO He COBCeM OOBIYHBINM KOPUIOP, Bedb 110 60KaM OH BUAEN KaK-OyATO KaKue-TO BLIEMKH B
BUJIE IPYTUX MTPOX0omoB. Ho momoiist K HUM, OH BCe-TaKu YOeOuCcs B MPABOIUBOCTH OTHAXKIbI
CKa3aHHBIX MeWHOM CJIOB.

B aTux BeIeMKax ObLIM OCTATKH 60j1ee OOIBIITHNX KOCTel, KOTOprfI SBHO He MOT'JIY IIPHHAJIe2KaTh TeéM
CAMBIM JIETYYHUM MEIIIKAM. B sToT MOMeHT Teo IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HeOO0JIbIION XO0JIOOOK, Hp06e}KaBLHI/Iﬁ I10



CIINHE, HO OH HE 06paTI/IJ'I 0co00T0 BHUMAHUS Ha 3TO.

- B npunnune, aTo 66110 0KuAaeMo. ECu TOT CTyCTOK BOKPYT KaKOTO-HUOYOb anTaps s
IIOJHOIIEHUS IeMOHY, TO HEYAUBUTENIbHO, YTO OHU XPaHWIN KepPTB Mo0InxKe K anrapio... KcraTy,
TOTZla 3aY€M UM IBe KOMHATHI [JIsT HOBOOpAUHKIX? - CKa3asl MeiiH, yKe oCMaTpuBas OCTAHKU 3TUX
moneii. [la, 3TO TOYHO JIIOAM, IPU TOM HACTOJIBKO CTaphle, YTO KOCTU CKOPO IIPEBPATUIIUCE OBl B
TPyXy, HE HHaue.

- KTo 3HaeT, 4To MOTJI0 B3OPECTH B T'OJIOBY TEM JIIOISIM, KOTOPHIE ITOKJIOHSIOTCS ObSBOIY... MOXKET
IIPUHECTH KeHUXa U HEeBeCTY NeMOHY? ITo OblsI0 ObI CUMBOJIMYHO, HABEPHOE, - CKa3asl Teomop, yxe
Pa3BepHYBILXCH U IIOUAS K ApYyTUM KoMHaTaM. CTpaHHO, UTO 9TO UMEHHO BEIEMKH, a He KaKue-
HUOyOb KJIETKU, HO, BUAMMO, Te OCTaTKH Iiellel Ha Mmouy... [la, Mofe 30ech, Cyas [0 BCeMY, fepxkKau
KakK co0aK Ha KeJIe3HOMH IeIH.

- CrycTok HuXKe. boxke, OH IeiCTBUTEIbHO OOJIBIION, - CKa3aa MelH, MpeKpacHO OLIyIasi 3TO
BO3pacTawIllee maBjeHre. ITO He Takas 0osbInas mpodieMa s Hero, oa u s Teomopa Toxe,
IIPOCTO, €CJIM OHU TAK XOPOIIO OIIyIIal0T MaHy 3[ech, TO CTOMUT TOJIBKO [OTadbIBAaTHCS, HACKOJILKO OBI
MOIITHEIM OBITT B3PHIB B OymyIeM. [la, 6e3 crielraabHEIX 3aKJIMHAHUE WITA XOPOIIIO Pa3BUTHIX YYBCTB
OHHY BOOOIIIE HE MOJIKHEL OITYIAaTh MaHy, a TyT JaXke BO3OyX CTall KAKMM-TO IPYTUM K3-3a Heé.

Kak HY cTpaHHO, BIlepeau OHU BUMENU eIlé OfHY [BEPh, ¥ BOT yKe II0 OILIyIeHNeM 3a Hel U NOJIKeH
OBITH MCTOUHUK MaHHI U, CJIEIOBATEILHO, CaM CT'YCTOK. OTO OBIJI0O HEMHOTO BOJIHYIOIIEE U, HET, He U3-
3a BEPOSITHOCTH YMEPETD.

Pa3 y Ha TO IOILIIO, TO OHX MOTJIM JINLI€3PETh YTO-TO HACTOJILKO YIUBUTENIbHOE COOCTBEHHEIMU
rina3aMu. KoHe4HO, 3TO He CTOUJIO OBl UX KU3HEeU, HO IPOCTO YBUAETH ObIJI0 OBl TOXKe Hemnoxo. [la
yXk, Teomop u mpaBha y4E€HHIHM 10 MO3Tra KOCTEM.

"CTpaHHO, KOTla MHE Ha4yajla HPDaBUThCS MBICIIb O TOM, UTO OBl yMEPETh, HO YBUAETh YTO-TO TaKOe?
OTo Korfa s Havas Jio0uTh HayKy 0osbile yeM... I, ueM 4To? JIafHO, TPOCTO OTKPOEM €IIE OHY
nBepns" HeMHOrO ycTano nogyMai IOHOIIA, Korga MeiiH, yBIEeKIIUNCS UCCIeq0BaHUEM KOCTEH,
TIOCTIEIINII BCJIEN 3@ aJIXMMUKOM, Y KOTOPOTO ObIJT eIMHCTBEHHBIN UCTOYHUK UX CBETA.

- Ecnu TaM u mipaBda 4To-TO Bpofae AnTaps, TO KakK OH HOJXKEH BHITTIAOETD? - IOMHTEPECOBANICI MelH
13 YUCTOTO JTI0O0MBITCTBA, KOTa OHU YKe ObIM HefaleKo OT ITOCTeOHUN OBepH, KoTopas OThessia
UX OT Yero-To, BO3MOXKHO, CTPAIIHOI0 U HEOOBSICHUMOTO.

- B npunnune... Mecto, roe MOXHO pa3febiBaTh U yOuBaTh mofei. Hy, ellé MoKHO YTO-TO BPOZe
3BE3[I0YKHU B LIEHTP IIOCTaBUTh, - HETOPOIIMBO CKa3ajl Teomop, JOTPOHYBIINUCE 0 Py4YKu. JlagHO, eMy
YyTb-4yTh CTPAIIHO OTKPHIBATh U 3Ty ABEPh, HO YYBCTBO CTpaxXa MPUTYIUJIOCH, II0 HETIOHATHOU
npuunHe. [Iyx y4EHOTO-CTpallHas IITyKa.

He monro mymasi, ¥ maxe He cipainnBas MeiHa o 4éM-To, Teogop ObICTPO, OMHUM PEIBKOM,
pacmaxHyI 9Ty CTapyio U PKaBy0 MeTaJITuYeCKyIO IBePb.

HpaKTI/I‘-IeCKI/I MT'HOBEHHO HX OCIJIEIInJIa KaKad-TO BCIIBIIIIKA, HO 6YKBaHBHO Ha MTHOBEHHNE, II0CJI€ 9€ero
OHH CMOTJIX XOTh 9YTO-TO YBUOETh. Cepnue 3aMePIIo, IMYCTh U He MOHATHO U3-3d Yero, HO KapTUuHY
IIPOUCXOOAIIEero OIINCAaTh OBLITO JOBOJIBHO IIPOCTO.

YT0-TO HATOMUHAOIIEee BOMHBIN IIap IIaBaio B 00IBIION Kymonoo6pa3Hoi KoMHaTe. CaM Irap Ot
KPHUCTAJIbHO YMCTHIM, IO3TOMY OBIZIO TPOCTO PA3T/IAAeTh CBePKAIOIIe YaCTUIEl BHYTPH HETO.

HepBoe, YTO 3Ta KaPTHWHA HAIIOMHHIIA Teouopy, 9TO CHEXKHBIM HOBOTOIHUM I1ap, TOJIBKO OT 3TOTO



9K3EMIIJIAPa Pa3MepPOM C HECKOJIBKHX CJIOHOB, BE€AJI0 HEBEPOATHO OOJIBIITM KOJIMYECTBOM MaHHL. Y
HUX OBIJT XOpOH.IPIfI ITaHC IIPOCTO 3aJOXHYTHCA OT TaKOH KOHIOEHTPallu, HO C HUMHU BCE OBIIIO
OTHOCHUTEJIPHO HOPMaJIBHO.

- Hy, Mb1 xoTs1 OB He B30pBasuch. ECTh umewn, 94To 3TO TakKoe? - cipocuil Teomop, oCMaTPUBast 3TOT
IIIaPHK CO CBEPKAIOIIMMK YaCTUUYKaMHu BHYTpU. HecoMHEHHO, 3TO OBIJI0O 0YeHb KPACUBO, HO HE CTOUJIO
3a0bIBATh, YTO ITO YTO-TO BPOOE MHUHHI MJIH OOMOHI.

- [ToHsATUS He UMEI0, HO 3TO TOYHO He II0X0XKe Ha MUKTOIPaMMy MJIM YTO-TO [JISI PUTYaJIOB U
JKEPTBOMPUHOIIEHUH. XOTS, T TAKUX MECT BOOOIIe HUKOTIa He BUOEI, HO MOXKET OHU TaK U BHITJISAMISIT,
- HEMHOT'0 He[IOyMeHHO CKa3aJl MelH, Ha 4To Teogop JUIIb IT0Kadas TOJI0BOM.

- MoxeT 1 Tak, HO 30eCh HET MeCTa JJId IPUHECEHUS XePTB... AX, Hy, Y MeHS eCTh ufes, KaxeTcsd. A
€CJIY TyMla IIPOCTO 3aKUOBIBA/IM XKUBHIX JIIOflel, a IIapuK BIUTHIBalI MaHy, Kak ['yOka... JlagHo, naBai
He IyMaTh TakK MHOTO 00 9TOM, HU K YeMY He IIPUIEM,- BhIaB HEOOJIBIIYI0, HO XKYTKYI0 TEOPHIO,
Teomop 3aTKHYJICS, HAYaB OCMATPUBATH 9Ty OOJIBINYIO IITYKY CO BCEX CTOPOH. biaro aTo oH Mor
cOesnaTh, Ja ¥ MPeIoIaraeMoro B3pPeIBa, IIOKa 4To, He OBIIO.

MeiiH HUYETO He [ieiall, yKe xKejas NoOkCTpee MOKUHYTh 9TO MecTo. KTo 3HaeT, 4To MOryio
IIPOM30UTH, €CNTU OHU OYAYT TYT [ONT0 HaxoouThcs. HeT, OH He 00SJICS, HO, €CNU TaK IPEATIONIO0XKHUTS,
TO... ECIM 3Ta 1ITyKa B30PBETCS, TO ¥ BECh JIEC CHECET IO YHUCTYI0. KaK MUHUMYM, 3TO OH IPUKUHYII
MCXOMIS U3 OIIyIIeHuHM 0T 0aHaIbHOTO MIPUCYTCTBUS 9TO IITYKH PSOOM C HUMHU.

- Cyns 1mo BceMy, 9T YaCTHIbI BHYTPU U CO3[AlOT TaKue rnoMexu. [loHamoO6uTCcss HEMHOTO BpEMEHH,
4yTO OBl MCCIIEIOBATh CTPYKTYPY, - OLIEHUB 9TOT CT'YCTOK, KaK CaMblil HACTOSIINAY 9KCIIEPT B aJIXUMUH,
lla ¥ BCEM Maruy B IIPUHIKIIE, OH MOTSHYJICS K CTYCTKY TOJIOM PYKOM, HO €ro TYT JKe CXBAaTHJIU 3a
3aIsCThe.

- Boxe, TONIBKO He TOBOPH, YTO XOYEIllh TyAa eIlleé U PYKY 3aCyHYTh? - HeIOYMEeHHO CKa3ajl MelH
BCTPETUBIIUCH C TI0003HATETLHEIMU ¥ CEPHE3HEIMU 3€JIEHBIMHU T'Ta3aMHU.

- TToka s He KCTIONb3YI0 MaHy, BCé OyIeT X0poIlo, - cka3an Teogop, ¢ HeOOIbIIMM BO30yKIeHUEM B
rojoce. Bce-Taku, 9T0 1 TpaBha HEBEPOSTHO, BCTPETUTh TAKOU OOJBINOM CTYCTOK MaHKL. IMEHHO C
TAKMMHU MBICJISIMU OH JIOTPOHYJICS [0 IIOBEPXHOCTH Iapa.
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