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TaiiHas BcTpeda Ha 3a0pOIIeHHOM KOJOKOJIbHE, ITPOTyJIKa 110 CKa30YHOMY Cafy, YKHH B JOPOTOM
pecTopaHe Ha Oepery Mops, a B KOHIIE OHU BCTPETUJIX 3aKaT, 1I00ysiCh BOOHOU T'Iafbio. BeposaTHo,
naxe ecnu 61 Teogop He 3HaM 000 BCEM, CO CTOPOHBI TOJIBKO TJIYIBIN He MOHST Obl, YTO Y HUX OBLIO
ceupanue. U MeiuiH. [1o KpariHel Mepe, OH CTapaTelbHO Aeliajl BUf, YTO 9TO IPOCTO ApyXkKecKas
IPOTYJIKA.

"HaBepHOe, OH YOUBUTCS, KOTHAa y3HaeT. B Hero Bo6ieH BECh CTYACOBET... XOTS, HaxKe BO3Pa3UTh
Heuero, Teo ke Tako¥ 3aMedaTeNnbHBIN." C yIbIOKOM Ha HIle ITOJyMaJjl Mar, BIUBas B O0JbIIONH
00pa30BaBIIMKCS [TON HUMU KPyT MaHYy.

[To ero pacueTaM, B CKOPOM BPEMEHH B IEHTPE CTONMIILI TPOUaeT casmoT. COHIIEe yKe Ceso 3a
TOPU30HT, a IeBSATh YaCOB HEMUHYEMO IPUOIMKaNKUCh. [10 MIaHy, Mar JOJKeH O TUIEe3PETh
KPaCHUBBIA CAJIIOT BMECTE CO CBOMM JIIOOMMEBIM U IIPU3HATHCS B YYBCTBAX.

[TpocTo mofymMaB O TOM, YTO CKOPO IIPOM30MIET OOHO U3 €ro I'JIaBHBIX COOBITHUM B KU3HU, CEPJLe
3aburocsk yarie. B kapMaHe, CJIOBHO TaMsICh B IIPEABKYIIEHNY, JlexkKala OapxaTHas CUHSIST KOPOoOOUKa,
BHYTPH KOTOPO} OBIIO KOJIBI[0 C MAarUYe€CKUM KaMHEM,

Kak Hu cTpaHHO, MeliH BrIOpas UMEHHO 3TOT crioco®. OH He 3HaJl, Haflo I JapPUTh KOJIBI[0 B 3HAK
Haydaja OTHOLIEHWH, HO ecyii Teo COrlacuTCs, OH HETPUMEHHO OeHeT KOJIbI0 Ha ero 0e3bIMSTHHBIN
maJerl.

Kaperna3seiil moKpacHe, Kak CIeJbli IOMHUIOP, M03ToMy Teo, BUTUBIINYN BCE 3TO C HEKOTOPHIM
6eCII0KOMCTBOM CITPOCHIT:

- C To6oit Bce xopo1ro? MoxeT, ny4llle MHe aKTUBUPOBATh KPyT?

MeiiH, yCrbllIaB 3TO, MATOM BEPHYJICS U3 MUpa I'Pe3, B KOTOPOM OH yKe IPU3HAJICS, TOTy4I
corjacve ¥ 3aXKWJI Hawly4dlleid pOMaHTUYECKON XKU3HbI0 B UCTOPUU. C yNIbIOKOM Ha Julle, OH HEJIOBKO
YTO-TO MpobopMoTas, OyATO U3BUHSSACE.

He oxwupas yero mu60, 3aKOHYEHHBIA KPYT MOTJIOTUII ABE GUTYPHL U T€ UCYE3/IH C KPHIIIN
IIPUMOPCKOT0 0COOHSKA. YKe Yyepe3 CeKYHIy V 000UX KPyXKHUach rojIoBa, 3aTO BMECTO BOJBI OHU
MOTJIA YeTKO BUOETh TOPOACKHUE OTHU.

Hx BCcTpeua pou3ol1ia 3eCh, B CTapOX 4acoBHe. Y, BOT, CIIyCTSI HECKOJIBKO YaCOB, YK€ B HOUU, OHU
CTOSI/IA Ha TOM JKe CaMOM MecTe, oxkupas caniora. OcTaBanoch He 00Jbllle MISTA MUHYT.

- Hukak He NMPUBHIKHY K 3TOMY KPYTY.- OlIyias c1aboCcTh B Horax, Teo OmyCTH/ICS Ha KOPTOUKU U Cesl
Ha Kpall YaCOBHU, CBECUB HOTH.

9TO BHITTISIENIO ONIACHO, HO CIIYCTSI MTHOBEHUe, OyITO He Bo3paxkasi, MelH cesl pAmoM C HUM, CKa3aB:

- Yem Oo7ibllle MaHEI, TEM TsKejee IePeHOCUTh T000YHbIe 3P GEKTH IoCIe TeIenopTalun. X0Ts,
0OBIYHO, flaKe BHICIIIME Maru HU4Yero Obl He YyYBCTBOBAJIM.- IOCMENBasiCh, MeWH OTBETHII B
TIOJTYILIY TIMBOM (hopMe, a IIOTOM ITPOIOJIKUB yKe Oojiee TaCKOBO ¥ MSTKO.- Tebe TTOHPaBUIICS 9TOT
neHb? 4 He 3HAI0, KaK 00BIYHO IPA3OHYIOT JeHb POKOEHMUS, IT0 KpaliHel Mepe, Thl OBl TOYHO He
I0KeJa YyCTPOUTH 6ajl B CBOIO YeCTh. I103TOMY, S TPOCTO BEIOPas HECKOIBKO KPACUBLIX MECT H...

-ITonpaBunocs. O4eHb CUIIBHO.- UCKPEHHE U C YIBIOKOoH Teo, crierka U30rHyB rja3a, CJI0BHO
[IOBOJIbHBIN KOT, H00ABUIL.- [lyMalo, 3TO IepBBIM TaKOM...HAaCHIIEHHHN IeHb POXKAEHHE.



B atux cnoBax He OBITIO ¥ KaIlJIk JIXKH. B I'IpOI.T.UIOfI ZKHW3HU OH IIPA3AHOBAJI, Pa3B€ 49TO, I'Ie-TO OO IIATH
JIEeT, IIOCJIE 2K€ B 3TOM HE OBITIO CMBICIIA.

A B 3TOM XU3HU y Hero Oblyia Mi00sIast POOHS, HO KaK 0Ka3aJioch, MPa3gHUK B KPYT'Y CEMbHU U C
M0OMMBIM OBLIM pPA3HBIMU BelllaMu. A Belb 06e CTOPOHBI TPA3qHOBAIA OHO U TOXKE.

- To paHbIlIe ero He HpaSI[HOBaJ'I?- CIIpOCHUII MetliH, cierka IIPUIIOOHSB 6p0BI/I.

- He To uTO OFI... PomuTenu Bcerga ObIM 3aHSITHL, @ CECTPA IIPOXKHUBAJIa B CTONHIIE, YTOOBI YUUTHCS B
akamemuu. OHM Bcerma coOOMpaNuch BMeCTe, 4YTO OBl OTIIPA3OHOBATE CO MHOM,- CAeiaB HeOOIbIIYI0
nay3y, Teo omyCTus riasa u ¢ KaKOH-TO TOJIMKOM T'PYCTH B I'0JIOCE CKa3asl,- HO OfHAXK/Ibl MHOM
3aMHTepecoBasach OAIIHS aTXUMUHU U C TeX IOp S KpaHe peako ObBaioT moMa. Hy, s Bce paBHO
moeqy K HUM 4epe3 Iapy OHeH, KOTaa Bce 0CBOOOISTCS.

Jlaxke MOHSB, HACKOJIBKO CEMbS BasKHAs M KaKue TEIIble YyBCTBA Ta JapUT eMy, Teomop He cpa3y
0CO3HaJI, 4TO MOI00HEIE, KAK eMY Ka3aJIoCh, MEJIOYN MOTYT OBITh BaKHHIMU. BCE-Taku, 3TO TaKOH XKe
IieHb, 13-3a KOTOPOTO He 00513aTeIbHO OpaTh OTIYCK Ha paboTe Uik OTPHIBATLCSA OT AEJl IO
yIIpaBJIEHUIO 3EMJIEN.

- B-BOT Kak,- CMyIIEHHBIN TaKOW peaknuel MeliH, maxe He 3HaJI, UYTO OTBETUTh, HO B UTOTE OH CMOT
coOpaThCs C MBICIISIMU.-3HAEIIh, €CITA THl HEe IIPOTUB, S XOTeJl ObI IIOTOBOPUTD C TOOOM Ha OOHY
CEepPbe3HYI0 TeMY.- B 3TOT MOMeHT. OH BBITJISIAENT 0COOEHHO PEITUTETbHBIM, HO IIPH 3TOM KaK0e-TO
3arafioyHoe OXHJaHue ¥ TPemeT 0TPazKaIuCh B ero rial3ax moj cjrabsiM cBeToM (GoHapei.

-Hapetoch, 3T0 He IpUYUTAHUS O HETIPABUIBHOM HCIIOIb30BAHUY MAHH? - C IETKUM II0J03PEHUEM BO
B3TJIsIZle, CKa3aJjl YePHOBOJIOCHH I0HOIIA.- K TOMYy 2Ke, MHe TOXKe Haflo ¢ TOO0M IIOTOBOPUTh.

- B-BoT kak? Torfa, CHa4asa CKaX¥u Thl, IOTOMY 4TO...- He YCIIeJI AOTOBOPUTH Kaperia3bli I0HOIIIA,
Kak Teo ero Tyt xe mnepebu.

- JIyuure naunu Thl. KaxeTcs, Most TeMa pa3roBopa 01u3Ka K TBoe u... [IpocTo Ha BCAKUY CiIy4aH,
THL K€ He coOupaelbcs MeHs 3a YTO-HUOYIb OTUUTHIBATE?- IIOMBITABIINCE OTTSHYTh HEIIPUATHHIN
MoMeHT, Teogop pelnun pacckas3aTb MelHy IIpaBOy 4yTOYKY IIO3XKe.

OH [0 cUX IIOp TOHSATHS He UMeJI, 4TO OBUIO OB JIydllle B €T0 CTydYae: CHavasla yCJIBIIaTh IPU3HAHNE,
a II0TOM CKa3aTh Mary, 4YTo OH He OOWH TaKOW, MK XKe CHeNlaTh Ha000pOT, BO3MOKHO, Pa3pyLIUB BCIO
atMmocdepy. ITo OB CJI0XKHEINA BEIOODP, HO OH €ro chenail.

- Hert, He 3T0...- OYPKHYJ Mar, Iocjie 4ero Hapo4uTO 'POMKO KaIlJISHYJI, KakK OBl IIOTPOCS BEPHYThCS
K TeMe yxKe Oyoydu cepbe3HbIM.- ¢ MyCTh U CIIpalliBaj paHee, HO... KxM, a y Te0st ecTh B-
BO3JTI00JIEHHBIN?-eT0 TOJIOC APOTHYJI, faXKe He CMOTPS Ha TO 4TO MeiH yCIeIIHO ClepK1UBa CBoe
BOJIHEHUE, YTOOBI TO HEe UCIIOPTUIIO EMY JIUIIO.

- Ha maHHBIM MOMEHT, HEeT.- HAaKOHeIl IIOHSIB, K KaKO! TeMe X0Te nomoutu MeliH, Teo gazke 3aCThHIT
Ha MTHOBEHME, HO TI0CTIe TIpUIliesl B ce6s, HauaB OIIyIIaTh HapacTalollee HeCITIOKOMHOE YyBCTBO.

OH yXe ycrmes 3a0BITh 0 TOM, YTO CETOHS [OIXKHO ObLIO TIPOU30UTH. HeT, OH mepkKaj 3Ty MBICTH B
T0JIOBe, HO BPEMS LIJIO TaK OBICTPO, YTO OH U He YCIEeJl 3aMeTUTh, KaK OHU B UTOTE€ IPUILIN K 3TOMY.

- B TakOM criy4ae, THL...HUKOT/Ia He XOTeJl MONpo00BaTh 3aBECTH OTHOIIEHUS? Mbl HUKOTHA He
TOBOPUTIH C TOOOU Ha 3Ty TEMY, HO S yMalo, YTO OOJIBIIMHCTBO XKeJlaeT 3TOTO U...

- 4 momymeiBan 00 3ToM. [IpU3HATHCS YECTHO, 5 JIUIIL YYTh OOJIbINE I'oJa Ha3aj] Havyal 0CO3HABATD,



yTO MI000Bbh ¥ POMAaHTHKA HE TaK YK U IJI0XHU. [axke HEMHOTO CTHIIHO M3-3a 3TOT0.- C HEMHOTO
HACTOJIbIUYEeCKOM yIbIOKOM Ha iulle, 0TBETUI Teomop, 6YATO C KAKO#-TO TPYCThI0 CMOTPS BIEPED, HO
yXKe CIYCTsS CEKYHAY ero B3TJISM IePeceKcs C JII0OONBITHEIMY I'Ta3aMu MeiiHa.- f1 TOMeHs cBoe
pellleHne, Koraa IOHEMHOTY Hadasl IIOHUMAaTh, YTO CaM HEBOJIbHO IIaTrHYyJI B 3TH Oe0pu.

[IycTh aIXMMUK ¥ HE TOBOPHUJI IPSAMO, HO MelH He MOT He MOHATH ero cjaoB. Cepple CcXKaloch U
OCTaHOBUJIOCh B OTHO MIHOBEHUE. ITO He OBIJIO II0X0Ke Ha CTpaX, CKopee 6eCKOHeYHOe YYBCTBO
IIOTEPH, KaK ecyiu OBl IIpek[ie HallOJTHEHHOE Hafl€K 0, OHO yIasio Ha IOoI.

Teo, BUOUBIIMHI 3TOT B3TJISIM, HEIIPOU3BOJIBHO CXKaJl PYKY C TaKOM CHUJION, YTO MHasbllkl mobenenu. OH
OBI C PAIOCTHI0 OCTAHOBUIICS, HO IIPOIOJIXKUIT CBOI0 UCIIOBE[b.

- ...3HaeIb, CTPAHHO TOBOPUTHL 00 3TOM BOT TakK. HuKorma He cumTasn ce0s KagHbIM WIIH
STOMCTUYHBEIM, HO IIPOCTO 2KejlaeMoe C OOJIbIIION BEPOSITHOCTHIO HE MOXKET CTATh JeHCTBUTEIILHEIM. -
IOHOIIIA OIYCTHUJI TJla3a HUXKe, YTOOL He BUOETh BCIO Ty TOpYeb, 0TOOPY3UBIIYIOCS Ha Jiuile MeiHa.

OH He XOTeJI 3TOr0 TOBOPHUTE. Teo cam He MOT IIOHSATh, OT YEro ero JIHI/IHHBII;I A3BIK ITIOOEJINJICA CTOJIb
OTKPOBEHHEIM B CaMBI OTBETCTBEHHBIM MOMEHT. Hey}KeHI/I, 9MOIIMH B34JIM BEPX HA[ paCCYJIKOM?

Teomop yke xoTeJ OBIII0 TOIPaBUTh CaMoro cebs 1 4To-To fo0aBUTh, HO He ycmenl. Temnas pyka
KOCHYJIaCh €ro Ijie4a, Mar pa3BepHyJI ero K cebe JTUIOM.

Hepeu rJIa3aMHy CBEPKHYJIX KPYIIUIEL Clie3, HO B CIIEOYIOIIYIO CEKYHOY YEPHOBOJIOCOT 0 IOHOITY yXKe
3aKJIIOYHUJIA B KPEIIKne 00BSATHUS U3 KOTOPBIX HEJIb351 OBI7I0 cOexXaTh, IIO3TOMY OH IIOIIBITAJICA YTO-TO
CKa3aThb:

- M-meun?...

PaCTepHHHOCTB B rojioce He Oblla YCIbIlllaHa, 4, Ka3aJIOChb OmI, BOIIPOC IIPOJIETEI MUMO ymefl Mar
0OHMMAJI ero, CKpPRIBas coOCTBEHHOE JINIIO U YTKHYBIIKCE B III€I0 aJIXMMHKaA.

Teonop 3aCTHIJI Ha MeCTe, HU4YEero He roBopsd, HO IIOTOM OH ITIOOHAJ PYKY U IIOTJIaJUJI MetiHa 110
CIInHEe, CKa3aB:

- Bce xoporo...

Takoil TaCKOBBIN ¥ HEXKHBIM YCIIOKAUBAIOIINK TOH pe3all OyIly, OT Yero Kaperja3bli HOIIA JIUIIb
CJerka 3afpozxa. TO He 0CTaJIoCh He3aMedeHHEIM, [103ToMy Teo, olLnylasi CTpaHHBIU HallJlbB
TIepeKUBaHUS U BUHBI HEMHOT'O OTIIPSIHYJI OT HETo, YTOOR XOTS OBl YBUAETH NUI[0 MeliHa.

Mar He COIIPOTHBIISIICS ¥ KaK TOJIBKO 3T0 pou3ouwno, Cepate Teomopa mpomyCcTuno yaap. KpacHeie
TJla3a, CTEKAIOIIUe CJIe3bl, BJlaKHbIe PECHUIIBI U B3TJISA[, TIOIHbIA 60y, ByTO HayaB OLIyIIATh TOXKE
caMoe, aJIXUMUK IT0YyBCTBOBAJI PE3KYI0 O0JIb B TPYAH, €T0 TOPJIO CAABHUIIO, a Ha Tjla3a Havajlu
HaBOPA4YMBAIOTCS O0NIe3HEHHbBIE TPO3pPaYHEIE KATlJIH.

OHM He MOTJIM HUYEro CKa3aTh, TEMHOTA U crmaboe OCBelleHnEe HaBUBaAJIO KaKyl0-TO TOCKY, HO B TOXKe
MI'HOBEHHE...

*Ba-bax

OrpoMHBIY KPaCOYHBIHM B3pEIB. LIBETH pacnycTunuch Ha Hebe, ocBelas BCio ctonuiy. KpacHele,
cunue, 6esnwle, KENTHE...



[TommaBIIMCh KAKOMY-TO TIOPHIBY, MeWH OCTOPOXKHO IPUOIU3UIICS K HeMY OJIMXKe U IPUIbHYN Ty0aMu
K MSITKOM PO30BOYM MaHsIIeH mi1oTH. [Touenyit ObLT ClTafoK ¥ UTPHUB. TaKoi HEBUHHBIN U YUCTHIH,
HaIlOJIHEHHBIM CaMUMU 4YapyHOILUMU 4yBCcTBaMU. OH IIPOOOIXKAJICs, II0Ka OT BCeX UCKP He 0CTajIoCh U
cilefla, a eAMHCTBEHHBIM SIPKMM BOCIIOMMHaHKE O HUX CTaJl IIyM, COIIPOBOXKIAIOIINYI UX OT Havyala U
100 KOHIIA.
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