"THl HE CMOZKEIIb... THI HE MOZKEIIb AYMaThb, UTO Tebe 3TO COMAET C PYK, u3Bepr! Moe UCUe3HOBEHNE
OymeT 3aMe4YeHO CKOpee paHblile, yeM mo3xe!"

C rorotom ee IIOXUTUTEID Pa3BOpAaYMUBAETCA U UOET K MECTY, I'lle OHa ITPKUKOBAHaQ, KpaCI/IBBII;I, X0TA 1
HeueJIoBeYeCKUHU 06pa3 HAKJIOHSIETCS K Hel, ¥ Ha HeM MOSBIISIETCS XKeCTOKas YXMEIJIKA.

"Heyxenu? He Tak nu? Ckaxure MHe, IPUHIIECCA... KakK, I10-BallleMy, MHE yAaBaoCh TakK JOJIT0
n3beraTh 0OHapyxKeHUsd? Ballle icye3HOBEeHNE OHYU, BO3MOXKHO, PACCIIefyIoT... HO HCUe3HOBEHUE
MaJIeHbKOU CTapoil CIy2KaHKKU M3 BOCTOUHOTO Kphiya ABOpLa? XM, AymMaro, HeT".

[Tpunnecca AnekcaHApus U3 KOPOJIEBCKOT0 foMa JNIUKTOP YAUBIEHHO OTIPSIHYIa Ha3al, Korga
CyKKy0 nepeq Hel, u00 Kak ellle MOXKHO Ha3BaTh (PHUOJIETOBOKOXKEE NeMOHINYECKOe CYIECTBO C
M30THYTHIMU POTAMM U XBOCTOM-JIOTIATOM, BAPYT Hadal MEHSTHCS IPSIMO V Hee Ha rjas3ax.

OOHaxxeHHOe (PUOJIETOBOE TEJI0 IEMOHECCH IIPeBpallaeTcs B... B ee COOCTBEHHYIO (GopMy, U
IIPUHIIECCEe MPUXONUTCS IMMONABUTh XKeJIaHUe 3aKpHUUYaTh, KOTra (pruoIeToBas KOKa CMEHSIeTCs
MSICUCTOM, KPBIJIbSI CKIIAOBIBAIOTCS B CIIMHY, XBOCT - B KOITYHUK, POTa YXOOST B YEPET, a Ha UX MecCTe
TIOSIBJISIETCST TOJIOBA CO 3MOPOBLIMU BOJTHUCTHLIMU JIOKOHaMU OPIOHETKH.

Ia, B 0oqHO MTHOBeHME ANIeKCAHPHUS IIPEeBPATUIACh U3 YeJI0BeKa, CTOJIKHYBIIETOCS C YEM-TO U3
KOIIIMapa... B 4YeJI0BeKa, CTOJIKHYBILIETOCS C CAMUM CO0O0M, TOIBKO YTOORI TOHSTH, YTO KOLIMAap CTasl
HAMHOT'0, HAaMHOTO0 Xyxke. OIHO feno - OBITh IIJIEHHUKOM ['0pOACKOr0 U3Bepra, YygOBUIIHOTO,
CKPBITOTO IIPUCYTCTBUS, KOTOPOE yKe MHOT0 JIeT Tep3aeT cTonuily. CoBceM ipyroe - OBITh
3aMeHEeHHEIM €10.

[TeITasich COXpPAHUThL YBEPEHHOCTD B cebe, MBITasiCh COXPAaHUTh XOTb KaKOU-TO YPOBEHb BHEIITHEN
CHJIBI, TPHHIIeCcca MPOTJIOTHIa KOMOK B TOpJjie ¥ CTUCHYJIa 3yObl, KOT{la THEBHbIE CJI€3bl HABEPHYIUCH
el Ha riasa.

"THl He MOXKeIllb... OHM TOUMYT, YTO 3TO He 51! OHU OBICTPO PACKYCAT TeOsI, €CNIU ThHI IOMBITAEIIbCS
MaCKUpOBaThCsA B Moei mKype!"

Ee co6cTBeHHOE MUI0 UCKaXKaeTCs B U3[MeBaTEIbCKOM YXMBIJIKE, a CYKKY0 U3[laeT He MeHee
u3eBaTeNbCKUl cMeX. [IpOTSIHYB cBeKelpeoOpa3oBaHHYI0 PYKY, IeMOHecca IorIaguia
AnekcaHIOpHIO O IIEKE.



"Heyxenu? Trl, IpuHLlecca AneKcaHApUs, HaAMeHHas U OTCTpaHEeHHas, X0JI0gHas ¥ PaBHOAYIIHAS
nepen IuIoM aBopa. CTapias cecTpa MOJIOLOTO KOPOJIs II0C/ie CMEPTU POAUTEeIed, TH IIojIydaa
BCEBO3MOXKHEIE... IPEIJIOKEHUS O 3aMyKeCTBe, He Tak JTiu? Y Bl OTKJIOHUIIN BCE OO0 €OUHOT0, YTO
CO3[aJI0 BaM PeINyTaluilo HeCKOJIbKO (PUTUIHOU CTEPBH".

AnekcaHipus TOKpacHesa 0T 3TOro. 9To ObIJIO MpaBaoii... HO U coBceM He Tak! Ee mimagmuit 6part,
yXKe He Tako# MaJleHbKHM, OBITT KOPOJIeM KOPOJIeBCTBA U riaBoy [loMa KypdiopcToB. Ho OH Takxke
nuTan cinabocTh K AleKCaHOPHUY U IIOCTaHOBUJI, YTO €T0 CECTPe HUKOTHA He IPUAETCS BEIXOIUTh
3aMyX 3a 4eJiIoBeKa, KOTOPOTo OHa He 3axo4eT. [loaToMy IpuHIlecca ocTaBajach He3aMyKHEHU 10
CBOUX OBAAIATH ISATHU JIET.

W 4TO C TOTO, YTO 3TO CO3MAj0 el pemyTaluio? KoHEeYHO... KOHEYHO, KTO-TO BCE PaBHO 3aMeTUII O,
YTO 4TO-TO He Tak. Ho Korpma cykky0 yneIOHYIach el ¢ TyKaBhIM BOCTOPT'OM B rjla3aX, AJleKCaHApus
MOHsIA... YTO BCe OyHmeT He TaK IPOCTO.

"O, g myMalo, Tl IOMMeIllb, YTO 5 MOT'Y CHITPaTh 3TY POJIb JOBOJILHO XOpOI1o0. Bai 6paT He 3aMEeTUT
HUYEero HeJlaflHOTo, Koraa g Oyay Ipo#osiKaTh UTpaTh C HUM POJIb 3a00TIMBOM CTapiIel CecTphl. YTo
KacaeTCsl OCTaIbHBIX IPUABOPHEIX... XM, BO3MOXKHO, 5 BCe-TaK{ BO3bMY OJHOTO U3 BalllMX KEHUXOB B
MYXKbsi. DTO IIOBEPTHET UX BCEX B CMSITEHUE, He TaK Ju? AX, HO OHHU OyOyT CIHMIIKOM 3aHSTEl TEM, YTO
o0panyooTcsl TaKOM IepeMeHe, YTOOR 3aMEeTHTh, He B IyXe OHa UJIU HeT".

[TpuHIleCcCa, HACTOSIIAS, B3IparuBaeT, ee ey Cerka ApoxkaT BMecTe ¢ Hel. Cykky0 mmpaBa, Kak 3TO
HU yKacHo. OOMaH He OynmeT o6HapyxkeH. Ee He HAlyT, OKa... TIOKa He CTAaHET CJIMIIKOM II03HO.
Ho pna Anekcanppuu yxe CIXIIKOM II030HO, He Tak 1u? Clenyoliyue CjI0Ba JEMOHECCH TOJIBKO
IIOATBEPXKOAIOT 3TO.

"KoHeuHo, 115t Te0sT He UMeeT 3HaueHus, cpaboTaeT Mo raMOuUT uiu HeT. YTOOH cenaTh 3Ty
JINYKHY TIOCTOSSTHHOM... ST MOJI?)KHA IIOJIHOCTBIO BTSIHYTh TBOIO CYIIHOCTD B cebs. Mnu ciofa, Munas. Mou
u ympu!"

AnekcaHpUS MBITAETCS COPOTUBISATHCS, ITBITAETCS yIepkKaTh CYKKyOy Ha PacCTOSTHUM, HO ApyTas
OproHEeTKa, OOHaXKeHHas B KOHTPACTe C MPEeKPACHLIM IIJIaTheM AJIeKCaHIPUH, XBaTaeT ee 3a BOJIOCH U
IPUTATUBAET K cebe, BnuBasich nouenyeM... IMTEPAJIBHBIM noiienyeM, BIUBAIOIIMMCS B AYIIY.
AnekcaHapus u3gaeT IPUTNYIIeHHbN KPUK, Kapue rila3a IPUHIIECCH PacCUIMPSAITCS OT yKaca, Korga
OHa YyBCTBYET, KaK €e CYLIHOCTh HaUWHAaeT BLITEKATh U3 Hee U IoMafgaeT B POT YyAOBUIIHOU
OEMOHECCHI H...

BAHTI'!



Cpa3sy xke uaeHTHYHbIe OPIOHETKH OTCTPAHSIOTCS APYT OT APYra, XOTs 3TO O0JIbIIEe OTHOCUTCS K
CYKKy0e, ueM K AJIeKCaHIpUH, IPUKOBAHHOMU IensaMu. OTIIaTHYBIIKCh OT Hee, KOIa OBePhb B KaMepy
pacmaxHynach, ¥ TOPONCKOM U3BepT, U AJIeKCAaHIPHUS CMOTPSAT Ha HE3BAHOTO T'OCTS.

"Kto mocmemn?!"

"Cop I'amanT!"

U meucTBUTENBHO, IIUPOKOIJIEUNH PHILIaph, BOLIEAIINY B I1ajiaTty, - 3HaMEeHUTHIA U BCEMU
IOYUTaeMBIU CIP ['anaHT, ero ToYeHas 4ealoCTh BIPaBieHa, a rjla3a NPUIIypPeHsl, OH ABUTaeTCs
JIETKO ¥ YBEPEHHO, YTO BIIOJIHE COOTBETCTBYET €r0 OTPOMHOMY POCTY U JIeT€HAapHOMY CTaTyCy.

BriepBrie AnleKcaHapusa YyBCTBYET, KakK B €€ CepAlle 3apoxpaercsd Hagexna. Cop 'amnanT... Cap
[annaHT - repoil KOPOIEeBCTBa, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB. [10sIBUBIINCEH U3 HUOTKYAA LIECTh MeCAILEB Ha3af,
OH... Hy, IEPEBEPHYJI BCe C HOT Ha rojioBy. OH CIIPaBUICA C KaXA0W yIPO30H, CYyIeCTBOBABILEH B
KoponeBcTBe, 1 C HEKOTOPBIMY, CYILIIEeCTBOBABIIMMHU 3a €r0 IIpefelaMu.

OH TyTeIecTBOBAI IT0 PA3HEIM CTPAHaM, TePOMYECKH U CAMOOTBEPKEHHO JeHCTBYs B HHTEpPecax Kak
KPEeCThSIH, TaK ¥ OBOPSH. OT KPeCThsIHUHA [0 Ky3Hella, BIUIOTh [0 JIOPHOB ¥ equ KoponeBcTBa, OH
CIIaC MHOTHX M3 HUX, UM €CJIM He CIlac UX JIMYHO, TO CIIaC UX CPENCTBA K CYIIEeCTBOBAHMUIO.
IelicTBUTENIBHO, efBa 1 KopoeBcTBO Korma-nubo Ob110 B 60bIelt 6e30IacHOCTH, faxke OAHIUTH U
IIPECTYIIHUKY 3aTAU/IKMCh, @ Pa300MHUKH U BOBCE PACTBOPUIIUCEH B 0€3BECTHOCTH, BMECTO TOTO YTOORI
6opo3ouTh moporu KopomeBCcTBa... Te, KTO IIepexkuil capa ['aimanTa JOCTaTOYHO HOJIT0, YTOOH
cremnarh 3TO.

HuKTO He MOT cKa3aTh, OTKYHa OH B3SJICS, ¥ KOT{Ia OH TOJIBKO MPUOKLI, €T0, KOHEYHO, HE 3BAJIU
capom I'amnmanToM. Ha camoMm fernie, Korma OH TOJIBKO IIOSIBUJICS, ITO0 CAMEIM II€PBLHIM CBEEHUSIM, OH
opyroBas He Gonee yeM nyOuHOU U OB ofeT He Goyee yeM B HaOePEHHYIO IOBSI3KY. TeM He MeHee,
OH TOBOPHUJT KPAaCHOPEUYHUBO U XOPOIIIO BHITIOJIHSII CBOU 00513aHHOCTH HaeMHHUKA, CO BpeMeHeM
CKOJIOTHB ¥ BOEHHbIH CYHOYK, ¥ PEIyTaIlMI0, MO TAKOM CTEIeHH, YTO O HeM YCJIBIIIAIN Jaxke Ipu
KOPOJIEBCKOM [IBOpE.

Korpga oH cmac KOpoJjIeBCTBO OT OTPOMHOTO IpaKOHA, KOTOPEIM XOTeJl CelaTh ero CBOeH TMYHOU
BOTYHMHOM, ee OpaTy KOPOJIIO HE 0CTABaJI0Ch HUYET0 APYroro, KakK IMOCBSITUTh capa ['anmaHTa B
PHIIIAPH, a TIOCKOJIBKY ¥ TOTO He OBIJI0 MMEHHU, OH Jajl eMy CBOe UMs... Hy, ['asaHT.

Tak C3ap l'annaHT BO3BBICUJICS, CTAB CAMbIM 6J'Ial"0p0)IHBIM 1 IIOYUTAE€MBIM DEILIAPEM BO BCEM



KOPOJIEBCTBE. DTO UMEJI0 CMBIC]I, KOTJa COBETHIKM KOPOJIS IIPOIIeNTall Ha yX0 ee OpaTy, Y4To capa
lannaHTa cienyet oTnpaBuTh IpoTUB ['oponckoro Yynosuilia. TauHCTBEHHOE U HEBE,OMOE 3710,
rogaMu Tep3aBliiee UX CTOJIMIY, Ka3aJlIoCh, YTO €CIU KTO U CMOXKET CIIPAaBUTHCS C 3TUM CYILECTBOM,
TaK 3TO ¢3p ['annasT.

Ho oH He 3HaeT, ¢ ueM uMeeT meno! Y TyT AnekcaHapuio Mopa3uiio, YTO COBETHUK, Hauboee
aKTHMBHO BBICTYIIABIIKIM 3a TO, YTOOHI ITOCTIATh copa ['anmaHTa 3a u3Beprom, OB TEM, KOMY OHa
IoBepsiyia MeHbIe Bcero! Bo3aMOXKHO... YTO BCe 9TO GBIIO JIOBYIIKOM MAJISI TPOCTIAaBIEHHOTO PhIaps!

"C-cap I'amanT! Bymbre ocTopoxkubl! OHa - CYKKYO HEMAJION CUJIEL H... M-M-M!"

[IlenkHyB nanbllaM#, IeMOHECCA B IIJIOTH 3aTKHYJa el poT. Ho Bce B mopsinke, AneKcaHOpus yxe
BBITAINMIIA caMoe BaxkHoe. He To uT0o6b cap 'anaHT BHITISAEN 60ee peluTeIbHEIM, YeM PaHbIIe, HO
BCe Xe... TeIIePh OH, II0 KpallHel Mepe, 3HaeT.

"A, Tak 3TO THI TOT 3[[OPOBSIK, KOTOPOT'0 OHY 30BYT C3p 'ajaHT. 3HaeIlb, KOra KOPOJIEBCKU BU3UPh
CKasaJl, 4To IockIaeT Te0s1 Ko MHe, 4TOO pa3o0paThcs ¢ ToOOMH, 51 OB 6oiee yeM HEMHOT'0
pasmgpaxeH. Haire cornaienye He OBIZIO TAaKMM, YTOOBI OH MOT IIPOCTO... leJIaTh BCe, YTO 3aX0YeT,
6e3 Kakux-1ub0 MOCIENCTBYUM. MHe BCe elle HYKHO OTIIJIaTUTh MY 3@ 9TO, HO... BO3MOXKHO, THI
3axo4yellh MHE IIOMOYL?",

31m06HO yieI0asich, CyKKy0 IIPOBOAUT PyKaMHU 110 CBOeW 0OHaXKEeHHOM IIJIOTH... KOTOpas TaKkKe
SIBIISIETCSI 00HAXKEHHOM II0ThI0 AnlekcaHapuu. [lokpacHeB, mpuHIlecca 6e3pe3yIbTaTHO KPUYUT
CKBO3b KJIAI, [T0KA €€ MTOXUTUTEIIb EMOHCTPUPYET ee 00HaXKEHHOe TEJI0 CAMOMY U3BECTHOMY
PHIIIapio KOPOJIEBCTBA.

"BaM HpaBUTCA TO, YTO BHl BUAUTE, CIP ['amanT? f 3HAI0 MyK4YKH, KOTOPEIM BBl HDAaBUTECh. BHeIIHE
BBl MOXKETE Ka3aTbCsl OUEHb PHIIIAPCTBEHHBIMU U FaJlaHTHBIMU... HO B BalllUX CepAllaX BCerya TauTCs
TbMa. Pa3Be BBl HE XOTUTE IMOIPOOOBATE TO, YTO 5T MOTY IPEAIOKUTL? [103BONIBTE MHE 3aKOHYUTD
Tparnesy, a 3aTeM MBl CMOXKeM 00CYIUTh BeCbMa IPUSTHOE COTJIAlIeHNe MeXAYy HaMM [BYMS, BaMU U
MHOM. MM, BO3MOKHO, BHI flaXke CMOXKETe CTaTh KOPOJIEM, €CIIH 3aXOTUTE ITOMOYb MHE U30aBUTHCS OT
nypaka-OpaTta 3TOM MajleHbKOM ApSHU".

['ma3a AnmekcaHApUU PaCIIMPAIOTCSA OT yXKacalollero NpeaioXeHus, Jaxe Koraa cap ['ammaHT CToUT
TaM, HEIIOKOIeOUMBIN ¥ HETIOOBUKHEIH... TOJIbKO OH He JOCTaeT CBoe opyxue. KoHeYHO... KOHEYHO,
OH He myMaeT 00 aToM. Hert... HeT! [Tpuas K TOMy e BBIBOLY, UTO U AJleKCaHAPHUS, T'YOBl CYKKYORI
HauMHAIOT KPUBUTHCS B 00JIee MIMPOKOM YIIBIOKE... TOJILKO JleMOHecca Ha ee Jiille 3aMUpaeT, Koraa
BHe3allHas BOJIHA Yero-TO MMPOXOOUT Yepe3 HUX 000uX.



I'maza capa 'anaHTa cBeTsTCA... Marueu? [IpuHIlecca JaXxe He IMOg03peBasa, YTO OH CIIOCOOEH
TBOPUTH 3aKnrMHaHusg. Ho Torga, mo mopsaKy, U u3Bepr He 3Hall.

"9T0 OBINIO... 3TO OBIJIO CKaHUPOBaHKUE? TH TONBKO YTO MIPOCKAHUPOBAII MEHS?"

B oTBET Ha 9TO BOKPYT HUX BHE3AITHO Pa3maicsi OECIIOTHLINA I'0JI0C.
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