"Bot kKaK paboTtaeT aymi. Bu nousny, Bame BricouecTBo? Mnu BaM HyKHO, UYTOOH! 51 IIOBTOPUII BCE
3710 emle pa3?"

'nmaps paclIupeHHBIMY IJ1a3aMU Ha JIMBEHb IAPHOX BOZBI, JIBIOLIENCS U3 OyLIeBOU JIeUKHU, IPUHIIecca
Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMelllKalach, IpeXxae YeM [I0KadyaTh I'OJI0BOU.

"A-a-a, HeT... Kaxertcs, s moHsna. Cracubo, 9YTO IMOKa3aau MHeE... [IpOCTUTe, S TOJIBKO YTO MOHSIIA,
YTO TaK M He y3HaJja Ballle uMs. Kak yxkacHO rpybo ¢ MOel CTOPOHH".

Ynuibasice, CykaHKa ['€post TPOCTO KavyaeT TOJI0BOM, MOYTUTEIBHO OTCTYIAas Ha3af, CUENUB PYKU
mepen coOou.

"¢l He oO6uxKaoCh. Y 3TOM CIyKaHKU HET UMeHH. ¢ BepHas ciyXkaHKa ['eposi, He OoJblile U He
MeHble. Ha3biBaliTe MeHs, KakK moxkenaere. Ecnu ato Bce, Bame BricouecTBo?"

[TpuHIlECCA, BBITTIS/S OIIEIOMJIEHHOH, ellle MTHOBEHUE CMOTPUT MEXK[IY OYIIEeM U CIIyKaHKOH,
Ipexje 4eM HepelIuTeIbHO KUBHYTh.

"Ia, ato Bce. ITonaralo, C 9TUM... IylIeM MHEe He TIOHAJOOUTCS TOMOIIIb CITYT, YTOOBI UCKYTIaTh MEHS.
Cnacu60 3a IOMOIIIb... CITyKaHKa".

[TOKJIOHUBINIKCE €1Ile pa3, CJIyKaHKa MOKKUOAeT MPUHIIECCY, BHIXOMSI U3 KOMHATH KakK pa3 B TOT
MOMEHT, Korfa OpIoHeTKa HauWHaeT Pa3/ieBaThCs.

®opmarnbHO OHa Ha3kBaeT uMs. CiyxaHKa, To ecTh. Korpa-To gaBHO ee 3Banu OMunu. OHa monaraert,
YTO OMUJIM - 9TO ee UM4 U celiuac. Ho 3To He coBceM TO UMS$I, Ha KOTOPOe OHa IIpeTeHayeT. bomee
TOTO, OHA C PaflOCThIO OTKa3hIBAETCS OT HETO Be3[e, I'ie TOJIbBKO MOXKHO, IIPefIoYuTas, YToOH ee
3HaJIM IO TUTYIY, a He 1o YeMy-1u0o gpyromy. Bce Ob110 Tak, Kak oHa cKa3sasa npunnecce. OHa
Obla CIyzKaHKOM repos, He 00JIbIlle 1 He MEHbIIIE.

Omunu Oblta... HUKeM. befHasl KpecThsiHKa, OCUPOTEBIas B paHHEM BO3pAaCcTe U BHIXKUBINIAS TOJILKO
6rmaromaps 671aT0CKIOHHOCTH OCTAJIbHEIX KUTeJlel JepeBHHU [I0CJIe TOr0, KaK ee POOUTENIN YMEPIIH OT
YyMBl U OCTaBUIM ee ofgHY. Y maxe Korpa fepeBHS coOpanach BMecTe, UYTOOH 103a00TUTHCS 0 Hell,
OHa Bcerfa OblJla OTMedeHa Kak "fmpyras" B UX Iyia3ax, 01arogapsi CBOMM IIpeXAeBPEMEHHO
II0CEMeBIINM BOJIOCAM.



B pe3ymnbraTe 6M0I0THYECKOTO 1I0Ka, BEI3BAHHOTO TOM JKe YyMOM, KOTopas yHecla ee PoguTesel,
IIBET ee BOJIOC BHIZIEJISATI ee Ha NPOTSKEHUN BCell XKU3HU. IMUIHU y3Hana 00 HCTUHHOU IPUPOJE 3TOU
YepTHl TOJIBKO TI0CJIE TOTO, KakK IOCTYIMMIa Ha cIyk0y K ['epoio, BO BpeMsi CITy4yalHOT0 YTEHUS B
6ubnuoTeKe OOHUM HECIIEUTHEIM BeuepoM. Ho [1s nepeBHHU, a 3HAUUT, U AJis OOJbIIel 4acTy ee
JKU3HY, ee OeJible BOJIOCH ObUIX IPU3HAKOM Yero-To 0COOEHHOT0 UM Y2KACHOTO, WK U TOTO, U
IpPYroro.

JIu6o oHa Orlia MPOKIATa, Mo OmarocnosieHa. JInbo oHa Oblyla IpegHa3HaYeHa Iy Bendus, 1u0o
st 607bIIOro 37ma. Ee MecTo B mepeBHE OBITIO 3aKPEIIEHO 3a CTaphIM JOOPEIM CTAPOCTOM, KOTOPHIH
IyMaj O ee POOUTENSIX ¥ He XOTell, YTOOH ee U3TrHAJIM YMUPATh B MYCTHIHIO, HO 9TO HE 03HAYAJI0, YTO
y OMuUu He OBITIO CBOMX HemoOpoXkKenaTeneu.

910 005IeTYKIIO UM pellleHue MPUHECTH e B XKEPTBY, Koraa mnpuiren gpakoH. OHa, MpeKpacHas 0Hast
IeBylIKa 0e3 poguTeel, TPOTUB MHOXKECTBa APYTUX MOJIOALIX JTiofiel B mepeBHe. OHa oKa3aiach B
IPOUTPHIIIE, KOTHA MPUIII0 BpeMst MIPUHOCUTh JaHb. OTIsSObIBasCh Ha3ajl, IMUIIA He YOUBUIIACH.

OCTaHOBUBIINCH HA MTHOBEHHE B KOPUIOPE ITeper IIOKOSIMU IIPUHIIECCH, DMUIIH IOCMOTPeJIa HajleBo,
BIJISIABIBASICh B COOCTBEHHOE OTPaXKeHUE U BIUTHIBAsI CBOU 06pa3. OHa, KOHEYHO, ITPOIIJIA JOJIT i
IyTh C TEX OHEH, HO MaXKe TOTha OHa Oblna... mpekpacHa. HacToNbKO KPacUBOM, YTO PEBHOCTh UMea
CMEICTT B peTpocneKkTuBe. [IoMUMO CcefibIX BOJIOC, IPKO-TONyORIX T1a3 u 6nenHo-6e10i KoXu, oHa Oblta
KpPacCUBOU [EBYIIKOM C CTPOMHEIM TEJIOM, JaXKe B Te BpeMeHa.

KoneuHo, B Halll¥ JHU ee TeJIo He IPOCTO CTporHoe. [To munoctu ['epost 0Ha cTasa gBaXKbl MaTEPLIO,
U U3MEeHEeHUs, BbI3BaHHbIe 6ePeMEeHHOCTHIO, ellle He MPOILIIX 1, CKOpee BCero, HUKOTra He IMPONAYT.
9T0 HEMHOTO PaCTSIHYJIO ee popMy ropHUYHOM. OHa pacTIHYJach, U B pe3yIbTaTe 00HAXKHUIIOCH
OonbIllee KOJIMYECTBO ee Teljla, Y4eM paHbie. I1og BOPOTHUYKOM U KPACHBIM T'aJICTYKOM, KOTOPHIM OHa
HOCHUT, ee 000pYaThil TO eqBa IPUKPLIBAET OI0CT, U €M IPUXOOUTCS HOCUTH CIIeIMaibHbEIEe TACTHI,
9TOOBI TPYOHOE MOJIOKO He BEITEKAJIO U He IaYKajo GpopMy.

TouHo Tak ke ee 100Ka, KOTOpas U paHblle Oblyia B opsiaKe, 60bllle HE CITyCKAeTCs OO0 YYJIOK,
BMECTO 9TOTr0 00HaXKas HECKOJIBKO OIOMMOB €€ TOJICTHIX Gefiep B pe3yabTaTe TOTO, UTO €€ IIUPOKUe
Oenpa u OoJbIlIas CIMHA PACTSATHUBAIOT €e.

Koneuno, oHa HUUYTh He Bo3paxaeT. JTo nogapku oT ['epos. Kaxkpmoe u3MeHeHNe B ee Tejle, KaXaoe
yNy4illeHue, BEI3BAaHHOE UM U €TI0 9HEePTUYHOU JII000BhI0 K ee purype. OHa 060xkKajia CBOe HOBOE
TeJ0, Kak 000Kajga MyK4YHUHY, KOTOPHIH IIOOAPUII €T0 .

B koHIIe KOHIIOB, ecniu OBl HE OH, OHa Oblyla OB MepTBa. [la, OMUIH-KPEeCThsIHKA Obllla HUKEM... Jaxe



XyKe, 4eM HHKeM, OHa Obllla B ABYX IlIarax OT JePEeBEHCKOT0 U3ros. B KOHIle KOHIIOB 0Ka3ajIoCh, YTO
OOIBIIMHCTBO XKUTEJeH JepPeBHU TePIIEJIU ee TaK MOJIr0 TOIBKO II0 OMHOM U TOBKO OOHOM IMPUYHHE. ..
IIOTOMY YTO 3HaJIM: KOT[Ia [IeJIo OMOEeT J0 ApaKHu, BCe OHU BHIOEPYT ee B KaueCTBe HaHU OPaKoHa, a
He KOTO-HHOYOb M3 CBOUX CHIHOBEW UITH NOUYepeH.

CrapocTa MBITaNCs MOMeIaTh 3TOMY, HO OHM CTOBOPUJIMCH YOUTH €r0 B €€ IOCTEeJIH, U HOBBIN
CTapocTa TyT XkKe OTIIpaBUJI ee fasblle. EJUHCTBEHHOU IPUYKUHOM, II0 KOTOPOU IMUJIU BCE ellle XUJa,
Owin ['epoii. OH mpuIlleN B UX JePEBHIO BCETO 3a HECKOJIBKO Hefle/Ib 10 TOr0, KaK HavyajuCh ee
HETIPUSATHOCTH, U PELIu Bce MpobiieMsl B 0Kpyre. OT 0aHOUTOB 10 BOJIKOB ¥ TOOJIMHOB - OH JIETKO
CIIPaBJISICS C Tpo0reMaMy JePEeBHH.

OmHaKo HUKOMY, MaXke CTapoCTe, He MPHUIIIIO B TOJIOBY IOMPOCKUTh €T0 O IIOMOIIY B PEIIeHUH CaMOu
MaBHe# MpoOIeMH - IpakoHa, 00MTABLIETO HEIIOManeKy. B To BpeMs gaxxe OMUnu He BEpPHUIa, YTO
T'epoii cMOXKeT UM IIOMOYb. KOHEYHO, OH OBIT CIIOCOOHEIM YeJIOBEKOM, HO... JPAKOH €CTh IPaKoH.
MEICTIE O TOM, YTO YeJIOBEK MOXKEeT MoOeIuTh MpaKoHa, Oblyla HeC/IBIXaHHOM, IT0 KpalHe Mepe, B ee
CTapoM MHpe.

IefCTBUTEIBHO, 3TO OBII TOT CIyYal, KOTra OHU KU 0] THPAHUEeH COCeTHEero ApakKoHa TakK [0Jro,
YTO yKe Jaxe He CYUTaIM ero nmpobmemoint, Tpebymomiei pemenus. IIpocTo Bce OBIIO TaK, Kak OBLIO.
B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, BH XK€ He MBITaeTeCh KOHTPOJIUPOBATh CMEHY BpeMeH rofa. M yx tem Ooree Henlb3s
OBLITO HAMIesIThCSI KOHTPOIMPOBATh KAIIPU3HI IPAKOHA.

Koneuno, I'epout He nbITanCsa KOHTPOJIUPOBATH IPUXOTHU APaKOHA. BMECTO 3TOro OH MpocTo cpaxKasics
C HUM [10 cMepTH. [Taxke OMumu Oblyia MOTPsICeHa ero MOsIBIEHWeM MeHee YeM depe3 dac I0oCJie TOTOo,
KaK XXKUTeJIN JepeBHU NIPUTALIUIN ee K CTOI0Y C DaHbIO U IPUKOBanu TaM. M maxe oHa Oblia
03afiaueHa, KOrjma oH 0CBOOOIUII ee, a 3aTeM IIPOCTO 3aHAJICS [TOATOTOBKOM K IIPUOLITUIO APAKOHA,
YUCTSI CBOM 3aMETHO [I0CTapeBIlIe JOCIeXU U 3aTayuBasi CBOM HU3KOKa4YeCTBEHHBIN Med.

Ona Mmora Ovl y6exkaTh, HO Kyfa Obl oHa nourna? O6paTHo B fepeBHI0? OHU OB IPOCTO IIPUBENN €€
CIofla ¥ CHOBA 3aKOBau B lenu. Ee cOOCTBEHHBIN JOM PEIIUTEILHO HaCTPOEH IIPOTUB Hee. YUTH B
[IUKWEe 3eMJTH, YTOOHI IIOMBITAaThCSI HAWTU CBOIO Cynb0y B Ipyrom MecTe? OHa Oblia BCETO JTUIIb OOHOU
neByIKoi 6e3 npunacos. [laxe ecnu Obl ['epoit 0OUUCTUII OKPECTHOCTH OT KPYIIHABIX YTPO3, OHa
yMmepna Obl B TeueHUe Heflenu. B KOHIle KOHIIOB... Y Hee He Oblsio BEIOOpa, KpoMe KaK OCTaThCs, ee
cynp0Oa Obla cBsg3aHa ¢ cyapOoi ['epos.

Korga mpakoH HaKOHeI] II0Ka3aJcs, ero BecbMa 1no3abasuio mpucyTcTeue I'epos. [To KpaiiHel Mepe,
noHavasny. Korga Bce GbIJI0 CKa3aHO U CHeNlaHo, IMUIK yKe He yMalia, YTO IPaKOH TakK
3abaBnseTtcs. CKopee, OHa He flymMaJjia, YTO OH BOOOIIE YTO-TO YyBCTBYET.
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