O6e meBYINKHU CTOSIIH Mepel OBePhio, 00MEeHUBASICh TPEBOXKHBIMY B3rIsgaMu. Chbl03eH HeHAOJIr0
ornsHynachk Ha PoHa u I'epMyaHy, KOTOPHIE XKIaIM ¥ BOPOT, HEPBHO OTJISIABIBASICh 110 CTOPOHAM ITPH
KaXJ0M 3BYKe, pa3faBaBlIeMCsl B TUXOM Bo3ayxe. Cbio3eH ¥ Yo He TakK YK CUIBHO OTIMYAIOTCS OPYT
OT JIpyra, MoAyMaJla cTapiiasi feBoOYKa CO CMEITMHKON 1 OeCIIOKONCTBOM.

910 OBINIa COHHAS OEPEeBYIIKa B CETbCKOM MECTHOCTH AHTJINH, yOaJIeHHAs OT KPYITHBEIX HaceTeHHBIX
IYHKTOB. Ha CKJI0OHAX XOJIMOB CTOSITM MaJIeHbKHEe [IOMUKH, a B JOJIMHAX MEXIy HUMHU CITa/Iu JIpPYyTHeE,
HaMIe’KHO CIPSITAHHBEIE OT IIOCTOPOHHMX I'JIa3, IOKa OOUH U3 HUX HE 0KAa3aJICS IOYTH IIPSIMO Haf
rosioBoii. CTapas mopora Ijia yepes IoJisi, B IoIy4dace X0ObOH 0T HEOOIBIIOT0 CKOTIJIEHUS 3[IaHuH,
KOTOPHIE MOKHO OBIJIO YCJIOBHO Ha3BaTh IIEHTPOM [IEPEBHHU, ¥ B 9TOT OT[a/IeHHbIH YTOJIOK
IIMBUJIM3ALMY OHHU IIOIAJIH [I0CJIE CIEIIHOTO [TaJIOMHUYECTBA.

PacnonoXuBmmchs MeXkay X0JIMaM{, OHU HaTKHYJIMCh HAa JOMUK, YaCTUYHO BPOCIINH B CKJIOH, €T0
[OMAIITHUM BUJ BEIaBaJl Hajlu4yue 0O0bIIOro IPOCTPAHCTBA BHYTPH, & OKHA TYCKJIO CBETHIUCH B
BEYEPHEM CBETE.

[TocTy4aB B iBeph U B3MOXHYB, ['appu o0HamexkuBaroIe yALOHYICS. "I9To OyOeT He caMmoe MPUSITHOe
MeCTO, HO 3aTO Oe30macHoe", - elé pas3 MoBTOPwWI oH. OH He IPEMUHY TIOTYEPKHYTh, UTO B
y0Oexulle, Kyfa OH UX IIPUBE3, yKe KUBYT JOBOJIbHO HEIIPUSITHLIE TUYHOCTH, C KOTOPHIMH ¥ HETO
OBLTI0O HEMAJIO CBSI3aHO.

Y0 moCcTaTOYHO MOMHUJIA O TOM, YTO ['appHu YIIOMHHA B IIPOIIJIOM, YTOOBI CIe/IaTh BEIBOM, YTO PeYb
UMIET 0 ero CypporaTHOu ceMbe, HO ChI03€H, ITOX0XKe, He Tepsiaa HalleXk/Ibl, 4YTO II0CJIe BCeTo
TTPOM3O0IIEIIET0 WX B3TJISME Ha BENH MOTYT U3MEHHUThCS.

[Tpomwio HeCKOIBKO MUHYT, IPEXE YeM KTO-TO OTBETHUJI Ha 3BOHOK, C TOM CTOPOHHI JOHOCUJIUACH
3BYKH CITOJI3AI0IINX C 3aCOBOB 3aMKOB, TI0Ka, HAaKOHEIl, IBeph He pacCllaXHyJack, ¥ B IBEPHOM IIPOEME
He TIOSBUJICS KPYIIHBINM MyKYKHA C IIJIOTHOM QUTYpPOM, MajleHbKUE TT1a3Ku-0yCUHKY CMOTPENIH IPSMO
Ha ['appH, KakK TOIBKO OH YBUAET €T0, TYCThie KyCTUCThIE YChI, CKphIBABIIINE BEPXHIOIO Ty0Y,
IIOJIEPTUBAJIUCE.

"TIpuBet, BepHOH, - cka3asn ['appu ¢ IPUHYXKAEHHOM! BECENOCTHIO, KOTOPas HUKOTO He 0OMaHyJIa.

Ha HekoTopoe BpeMst MeXAY HUMU BOIlapuiach HEJTIOBKAS THINIWHA: TNla3a-0ycuHKY gsaou [appu
BepHOHa mmepeMeCcTHINCh C HETO Ha ABYX OEBYIIEK, C KOTOPLIMY OH OBII PSO0OM, a 3aTeM Ha PoHa u
I'epMuOHY, CTOSIBIIKX B OTHAJIEHUHU. B KOHIIE KOHLIOB OH BBICKa3aJjl MBIC/Ib, KOTOPAsi sIBHO
npeobiiajiana B €T0 TOJI0BE C TOTO MOMEHTA, KaK OH OTKPHIJI ABEPD U YBU[IENI CBOETO HE3BAHOTO
IeMsaHHYKA. “Thl CKa3a, 4TO He BePHEeIIbC".

"f1 He BepHYCB", - KOPOTKO OTBETUNI ['appH, menas may3y, YToOH IIEPEBECTH OLIXaHUE, IPeXKe YeM
IIPOOO/IKUTE. "Ho MHe... Hy2KHa TBOS IOMOILb. ITU JBOE HE 3aMelllaHbl, HO OHY B ONIaCHOCTU. UM
HY2KHO I'Ie-TO CIPATaThCs, II0Ka BCE HE 3aKOHYHUTCA".

BepHOHY OBUIO HETIPUATHO CIIBIIIATH 3T CJIOBA, U €r0 B3TJIA[ CHOBa IIpobexaics no Crio3eH u Ho.
OH cHOBa I03BOJIUJI CUTyallUU 3aTAHYTHCA, IPEXIe YeM OTBETUTh. "OHU... KakK B, 1 TaK [IOHUMa?"



Cappu TONMBKO KUBHYJI, 3Has, KaK Mayio BepHOH myMaeT o BonmeOHOM Mupe u ero oburtartensx. OH He
MOT yexaTh, He o6ecredrnB 6€30IIaCHOCTh OeBOYEK, HO KaXK OBl IIaT, KOTOPHIM OH Hesall B 9TOM
HaIlpaBJI€HUH, TIOATAIKUBAIT A0 K TOMY, YTOOBI TPOCTO 3aXJIOMHYTh ABEPD IIEPef eT0 HOCOM.
HecMmoTpst Ha TO, YTO TETS CTajla OTHOCUTHCSA K ['appy ¢ HEKOTOPOU cuMIaTuel, BepHOH ocTaBascs
HETIPEKJIOHHEIM B TOM, YTO Marus Majio 4TO MOXKeT JaTh MUpPY, a ['appu - UL CUMIITOM 3TOX
0one3HuU.

B3gox nsimu ObLT y3HaBaeM - OH BCerfja pa3faBalics nepen TeM, Kak [appu 0TKa3bIBasICs OT Yero-
nmu60. OcaTaHeBINHI 3BYK T'OBOPHUII O TOM, YTO, XOTS OTBET BepHOoHa OblI rapaHTUPOBAH C CAaMOT0
Haydana 06CyXKOeHus, OH [ieJlaeT BUJI, YTO B3BECUJI BCE BapUAHTH U MPUILIETT K BEIBOAY, 3@ KOTOPHIA
u3BuHseTCA. OH MOCMOTPENT HA ABYX AEBYIIEK. "MEI HEe MOXKeM I03BOJIUTh ce0e HU4Yero mogo0Horo.
BhI 1 Tak mofiBepraeTe Hac OMACHOCTH", - CKa3asl OH HaKOHEeI], MOHOTOHHO, YTOOH! CKPBITh KUIISIIEe
110 HUM IIpe3peHue.

Marnb4uK, KOTOPBIM KU, CAean HanpsaXKeHHbIN BA0X U IPUCTaIbHO TIOCMOTPEN Ha As10. "BepHOH...
- Hayas OblsIo OH, HO ChI03€H, MOTYa CTOSIBIIIAS Ha MPOTSIXKEHUHU BCET0 pa3roBopa U HEPBHO
O3WpaBIIasics 10 CTOPOHAM, HaKOHEL], He cMoria 60blile CoepKUBaThCS.

"Tloxkanyiicta! Ham GosbIiie HeKyfa uatu! Mbl He BaXKHBI, €CJIM OHU He CMOTYT Hac HaUTH, TO
IIepecTaHyT UCKaTh, HO HaM HYKHO I'Tle-TO CIIpsTaThCs! MEL... MBI ToMokeM! Mbl OyIeM rOTOBUTD,
Uy youpaTh, UM IeaTh BCe, YTO BaM HYXKHO! MHI cfiesiaeM Hallle npeOriBaHre HaCTONIBKO YIOOHBIM,
HaCKOJIbKO CMOXeM, TOJIbKO, IT0XKalyiCTa, HaM HYKHO T'Ie-TO XUTh!" - yMOJIsizia OHa, LIarHyB BIiepen
Y [IOJI0KUB OOHY PYKY Ha pyKy BepHoHa.

Ha MrHOBeHUe OH OTIIATHYJICS, HO CHepKal ce0s ¥ YCTaBUIICS Ha JeBYLIKY. B ero riasax
TTPOMEJTBKHYJIO YTO-TO, Yero ['appy He CMOT PacIo3HaTh, ¥ BEIPaXKEHUE €ro JIUIla CMITYUIIoCE. "f...
TI0j1araio0, MEl MOTJIX ObI CHENaTh UCKITI0YEeHHe", - CKa3ajl OH, n300paxas mopaxKeHue.

'na3a Yo cierka Cy3unuchk, Isgsd Ha TO, Kak BepHOH ckaHUpyeT ux 060ux. YTo-To B 9TOM OBIIO He
TakK, HO OHU yKe UCUepIliajd BCe BO3MOXKHOCTHU. CTaso COBEPIIEHHO SICHO, YTO OHU He CMOTYT IIOUTH
c l'appu u ero fpy3bsaMH B Te MECTa, Kyla UM HYXKHO, X YK TeM 6oJjiee He CMOTYT, €CJTH PSOOM C
HuMU OymeT Chlo3eH, IphIraionias Ha KaXaylo TEHb.

T'appwu, MOX0Ke, TOXKE MOYYBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHYIO IIEPEMEHY B €TI0 OTHOIIEHUH ¥ HEKOTOPOE BpEMSI
paccMaTpuBan Myxk4uHy. "d... 6arogapio Bac?" - pUCKHYII OH, He 3Hasl, He CJIUIIKOM JIX XOpOIlla 3Ta
671ar0TBOPUTEIILHOCTD, YTOOH! OBITH ITPABOO¥. BO3M0OXKHO, OH 0XKHUAAJ, YTO €r0 TETS BMEIIaeTCs U
nepey6equT CTapuKa OT UX UMEHHU, HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO OB TOT Pe3yIbTaT, KOTOPOT'O OHM
XOTEJIH, TaK YTO, KOHEUHO, OHU HE MOTJIU ObITH CJTUIIKOM CKEIITUYHEI?

['ma3a gsmu CHOBa IIEPEMECTHUIIMCH Ha HETo, ¥ ['appu, HECMOTPS Ha 9TO, CJIerKa MOMSITUIICS. [oel,
IIPOBEEHHbIE TIOJl 3TUM B3TJISIAOM, BEIpAbOTaNu onpenenéHHble MHCTUHKTEL, U, faxke Oynydu yxe
ropa3sno 6oee yBepeHHBIM B cebe MOJIOIBIM YeJIOBEKOM, OT 3TUX MPUBHIYEK OBIIO TPYIHO
oTKa3zaTbcs. "[locTapaiics Gonblile He IPUBOAUTD Clofla Apy3el”, - cka3an BepHOH capioHNYeCKUM
TOHOM, KOTOPHIM 3By4as mouTH 3a0aBHO. "OOUH pas, HO Tl CKa3aJ, YTO MPULIUIENTh KOTO-HUOYOb, KaK
TOJIPKO BCE 3aKOHYMTCS, ¥ UTO TH OOJIbIIIE HE BEPHEIILCS, TaK YTO, 51 yMalo, 3TO OyIeT B IMOCIIeqHUN

pa3".



[appu KUBHYJI, OTCTYNINI Ha IIar u nocMoTtpen Ha Yo u Crio3eH. "OTo OymeT He X0TrBapTC, - CKasasl
OH, OTJIABIBAsICh Ha BEpHOHA, TaK KakK TOT CKPUBUJICS IIPU OMHOM TOJIBKO YIIOMUHaHUM 00 3TOM, - HO
taMm OymeT 6e3omacHo. [IpocTo... [TpocT, s 3HAI, YTO HUKTO He OyIeT CIUIIKOM paf 3TOMY, HO
IIOCTapaucs CMAPUTHCS, XOPOIIO0?".

Ero OniBlIast mogpyKKa CMOTpEIla Ha HET0, CKAHUPYS ero JIUII0 B IMTOKMCKaX ellle KaKoro-HuOyOb
HEBBICKA3aHHOTO COOOILIeHUST, HO BCe, 4TO Yo yIOBUIIA B €T0 JIUIIE, - 9TO HETEePIEeHUE YUTH U
BEPHYTHLCS K OIIACHBIM fiejlaM, B KOTOPBIE OH U €T0 APY3bs OBIIM BTSIHYTHL. BpeMs, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
ovl10 Ha ucxope. "Bce 6ymeT xopoio. IIpuaeTcs NpUBHIKaTh, HO MEL... CIpaBUMCS", - YCIIOKOUJIA OHA
ero, B3rNigHyB Ha ChI03€H, KOTOpasi, HeCMOTPS HY Ha 4TO, HalllJla IPUYUHY Y/IBIOHYThCS TIEPCIEKTHUBE
0e30IIaCHOT0 OTHBIXA.

Korpa BepHOH OTKPHII ABEPH U KECTOM IIPUTJIACUII UX BOUTH, OHU IIONHSIN CBOM CYMKHU. ['appu
IIPOBOAMII KaXKOYI0 U3 HUX B3TJISAOM U YIIBIOHYJICS, KOToa OHYU BoIay, Chbl03€H OCTAHOBUIIACH U
o0Hs/Ia eTro OOHOM PYKOM, IpexKye 4YeM B3JOXHYTh U IIarHyTh BHYTPh, @ Y0 IIPOCTO IPOTSIHYIa PYKY -
HapsKeHWe MeXIy HUMHU TaK ¥ He Paccesiyiock, MaxKe MOCJie BCeX OPYTUX COOBITUHM, TPOU30IIEOIINX
C TeX Iop.

"Crmmacub0", - Tuxo cka3ajna Yo, ¥ Ha MTHOBEHHUE el [I0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHA MOXKET CHOBa O0OHATEL €ro, HO
[appu 7UIIL Ofapuil ee MOMyyIBI0KOM, KOTOpas TOBOPUIIa O TOM, YTO IIOf BOHOU ellle 6oee
HECIIOKOMHO, ¥ OHa pellniia He JenaTh 3TOrOo.

"He 6marogapu MeHsI CIIMIIKOM OBICTPO", - CKa3asl OH C S3BUTENbHOM yIbIOKOM. "Ho... Hafmeoch, B
HalifleTe crioco0 MOJIafiuTh APYT C Opyrom".

C aTUMU CJTOBAMH OH ellle pa3 OrJISHYJCS Ha BepHOHA ¥ KUBHYJI, 3HAs, YTO CTApPUK He 3aX04eT
IPUHUMATH ero 0J1aroJapHOCTH, KaKoi OBl KCKPeHHe! OHa Hu Obla. Ha MrHOBeHMe CTapImui
Iypcreit, Ka3amoch, C yBaKeHUEM OTHECCS K 9TOMY PEIleHuI0, KUBHYB B OTBET, 1MOCye 4ero ['appu
TIOBEPHYJICS ¥ HAIlpaBuJICsS 00paTHO K BOPOTaM, Iie ero xkmanu Pox u ['epMuoHa.

Yo ornsiHynachk Ha HUX, KOT{la OHM CTPYAUIINCh BMECTE M 3arOBOPHUJIA TUXUM LIETIOTOM, SIBHO TOTOBSCh
K [aJIbHEHUIINM OefCTBUSIM, TI0CJIe Yero BepHOH 3aKphUI IBEPh U OrJIsifmen ux oboux. "ITomoxaute
30ech HEMHOTO, 1 CX0XKY 3a [leTyHuen, ¥ MBI IPOBefeM JIs1 BaC 9KCKYPCUIO T10 HALlleMy YyAeCHOMY
YVKPBITHUIO", - CKa3aJl OH C HOTKOM TOpeyH NPy YIIOMUHAHUU 00 YKPHITHH.

OKa3ayoch, YTO OHHU IOTAJU IIPSIMO B TOCTUHYIO: ITPOCTOM TEJIEBU30P Y OMHOU CTEHHI, UBAH,
pacCYMTaHHBIM Ha TPOUX, ¥ KPecjio-Kadasika HallPOTHB Hero, HeOoIblnasi KHUXKHAS M0JIKa Y
IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHOM CTEHE ¥ [Iapa [BePeH, BelyLMX B [PyTHe KOMHATEI, K OIHOX K3 KOTOPHIX BepHOH
OBICTPO TIOMOIIET U KCUes.

Crro3aH mocMoTpesa Ha Yo, ee HecKphIBaeMas yJbIOKa BCe ellle ocTaBanach Ha MecTe. "Kak mo-
moMaiHeMy!" - ckasana OHa, 00BOJISI BCEX B3TJISIIOM.
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