HanIHYB IIYIICBI, OHU OOIIJIX OO €€ CIIOTHIKAKIIEerocd BXoaga B KOMHATY.

"4T10, HE CcMOTJIa yAepxKaTh KelynoK OJjid IIOCBAIIeHUd?" - CIIPOCUII pPa3apaxKeHHbIM X0JI0OHBIU I'0JI0C,
Korfa ¢Gurypa B TEMHBIX OfleKIaX XOJIOOHO TOCMOTpesia Ha Hee. "[loBenuTesnb OYIEeT OUeHb...
He[loBOJIEH. Ponmonkg 3aBepust Hac, YTO BBl IIPEKPACHO CIIPAaBUTECH C 3aflaHueM".

Eme nsiTHaAIaTh MUHYT Ha3ajl 9TU CJIOBA OBITK OB [JIS1 Hee y2KaCaloIliM, COKPYIIAIOIIUM COH
ockopOnenueM. Ho ceiryac?

"K 4uepTy ero HeOBOJILCTBO!" - CKa3asa OHa C muneHueM. "MEHI 30eCh He II0TOMY, YTO I He MOTY
3TOTO IepeBapuTh! MEI 371eCh ITIOTOMY, UTO BCE OCTa/JIbHBEIE, UEPT BO3LEMHU, Pa30pBaHHl Ha KyCcKu!"

9T0 3acTaBuio GpUrypy octaHOBUTHCA. "UT0? ThHI X0Uelb CKa3aTh, UTO IPYyIIIa MarrjioB MOXeT
YHUUYTOXUTH KOMaHAy prillapeil Banemypruu?"

"9T0 OB BoNMmeOHUK", - 37100HO mpommunesna bennaTpukc. "OnuH BommeOHHUK, KOTOPLIH IHJI C
Marsamu. OguH BonieOHUK, KOTOPHIM YHUUTOXKUII Hac B OMHO MTHOBeHue!"

"/ TeM He MeHee THI XKUBEIIL", - C yCMEIIKON 0TBeTHNa purypa.

OHa yka3sana XeCTOM Ha KpPOBb, 3a0phI3TaBIIyIO €€ JIUII0 ¥ MackKy. "BUguIb 3Ty KPoBb? ITO KPOBb
Pogomnedyca, u3 Toro Mecra, Ifie 9TOT BOIMIeOHUK CBSI3ajl MEHS ¥ 3aCTaBUJI CMOTPETh, KaK OH
packasbBaeT CBOIO I'OJI0BY, KaK MATKYIO OBIHIO, MacKy U BCe ocTasibHOe!"

"W 4TO, TH JOJIKHA ObINla OBITH ITOCTAaHHUILIEH?" - moTpeboBal MyK4YKHa.

Ero cnoBa cHOBa 00pyuIunuch Ha Hee. Ee riasa Cy3unuch, CTany gajleKuMy, KOT4a BOCIIOMUHAHUS
BOPYT HaXJILIHYIM Ha Hee, Kak apKTudyeckas BojHa. "OH... 3Han MeHsa. OH 3Han Popomnedyca, HO 5
HUKOI'TIa B XKM3HU ero He Bupena. OH cka3asl MHe, 4YTO MOT Obl yOUTh MEHS TOTMa, HO Ha MEHS
npou3BeeT Ooblilee BiedaTIeHue, eC/IM OH MeHs OTIyCcTUT. OH cKa3asl MHe, 4YTO YUCTOKPOBHOCTD
HUAYero He 3HAYWUT..."

"Jloxs!" - 3amInnen MyK4iHa, CKUMas B I1ajbliaX CBO M1aJI0YKY.

"TloToMy 4YTO BCe OHU OBLIM YMCTOKPOBHBIMHU, U OH UX BCeX UCTPeOu", - mpopomxkasna bennaTpukc,
He oOpalllasi Ha HEr0 BHUMAaHUS, MBICTIEHHO BUIS 3TU TOpsINKe U3yMpynHEIe Ira3a. "OH cKa3all... OH
cKasasn nepenath Tomy Pummny, 94To ero BoiiHa OymeT He TaKOM JIerkKoy, Kak OH qyMaet".

9T0 3acTaBUyI0 MyK4YUHY 3aMepeThb. ITO UMS... OHO He [JOJIXKHO ObITh U3BECTHO. KTO 3TOT BOMNIIEOHUK,
KOTOPHIM CHOEN U IMUJI CPEeJU MarjioB, a IOTOM ITOCMeJl YOUTH LieJIbi OTPSA phillapelt Banbnypruu?

"Vxopmu, - HaKOHeIl MPOophIYall MyXK4uHa, TTIsad Ha He€. "He Bo3Bpamarics."



VICKpHBUB JUIIO0 B 'pUMace OTBpallleHus, bennaTpukc copBaa ¢ ce6st 3a0prI3araHHble KPOBBIO MACKY
¥ TIJ1al] ¥ C YCMEIKO¥ oTOpocHiia uX B CTOPOHY. "C pamocThio".

A 3aTeM noBepHYyJach U yIia.

A MyX4MHa OCTaJICS C IBYMS CTPaXKHUKAMM U MBICJIBIO O TOM, KaK JIy4llle IOHECTH 3Ty HEIPUSATHYIO
MH(pOpMaIIKIO J0 Iopaa.

-0-0-0-

Tonpko Korma BennaTpuKc BepHYIach JOMOM C OUepeqHbIM HaBaXKIeHWeM, OHa IIOHSJIA, YTO TaK U He
TIOJIy4HJia CBOIO IaJI0YKy 00paTHO OT CTPAHHOTO BoJineOHNKa, KOTOPHIM e€ 3a0pan. 3To ee
HacTopoxkuyo. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA, KaK OH JIETKO Ilepebuparn eé B MajibliaX, Kak Aepkal e€, TaHIys
Mexay ceouMu. OHa BCIIOMHMIIA, KaK €ro Majiouka, TEMIas U TBEpAas, MpUXKUMaach K €€ Topiy,
KOTZla OHa IPUKKUMAJach K €ro TPYOH.

Ona 6nta abcomoTHO O6ecromorrtHa. OHa 3Hasa, YTO He MOXKeT OOPOTLCS C HUM, He MOXKeT II00eIuTh
ero. OHa 3Hasa, YTO OH MOT Obl YHUYTOXKHUTDH €€ B OHO MTHOBeHUE. M 0T 3TOT0 el OBII0 OOJIBHO.

Ee XKu3Hb NpoJosIKanack TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO OH PELINJI, YTO U3 Hee MOTy4YUTCA X0pollas
IIOCHITbHAS, @ OHA JyMala O TOM, KakK el 9To HpaBuioch. MopraHa Oblyia B cMATeHUU. Ha ee ria3ax
Ka3HUJIK ee IPUABOPHOTO, a OHa (paHTa3upoBasa 0 YelIoBeKe, KOTOPHIH ero yous.

U sTu rnas3a. Eit Ka3anock, 4TO OHa BU[eJa XKU3Hb, KOTMla CIIyIlIajia peyb JIOpAa Phllapei
Banpnypruu. To, ¢ KakuM HacllaXkOeHUeM OH IIPOSIBIISIT HEIIPUHYXKIEHHYI0 X KeCTOKOCTh 110
OTHOIIIEHHUIO K MarjiaM, KOTOPBIX OHHU IIPHBEJIH [JiT HOUHOT'0 pa3BlevyeHusl, Ka3aloCh TaKUM
3axBaThIBAIOIINM, TO, KaK OH II0JIy4Yas YAOBOIbCTBUE OT UX KPUKOB. Ho TOT He cTal.

Ecnu Jlopn efBa coepsKuBasl IMKOBaHUE ¥ BOCTOPT OT IPUYMHSIEMON UM 60/IH, TO MyK4YuHa OB
6e3yuyacten. OHU He cTOMIM ero BpeMeHu. OHU He CTOUIU ero Maruu. EMy He HYKHHI ObLTM TEMHEBIE
MCKYCCTBa, YTOOH MPUUUHATH 00JIb, He HYKHHBI ObLIM OHU, YTOOB YOUBATh U KaJIEUUTh.

BMmecTo 3TOr0 OH UCIIOIL30Ball Cuiy, 3006pa}KeHHe 1 MaCTepCTBO.

OHu ObUIM Kak IOJISPHbIE IPOTUBOINOIOXKHOCTH. ONKUH HacllaXka/ICs HETIOHSATHLIM U 3allPETHHIM.
I pyroit ucmonb30Ban 60/iee W3BECTHBIE 3aKTMHAHUS TaK, YTO HUKTO HE 3aAyMBIBAJICS.

HamO6nmop OBUT CHJIEH, MyAp U, YTO ellle BaxkHee, cTap. OH IOYTH HUKOTIA He TPOU3HOCHUIT
3aKJIMHAHUY TaK, YTOOBI JIFOOY MOTJIH ero BuAeTh. OH HUKOTIa He IEMOHCTPUPOBAJI CBOE MaCTEPCTBO,
He PACKPHIBAJI CBOMBI APEBHUX U HETIOHSTHHIX Maruil, KOTOPEIMY, KaK TOBOPUIIY, OH Bragen. OH
TIPOCTO yIbIOAJICS, CBEPKas T7la3aMH, ¥ BhIaBall KaKyo-HUOYOb CTydaiHy0 6aHaIbHOCTS,
3aMaCKMPOBaHHYIO Mo MyapoCcTh. OMHAKO, HECMOTPS Ha BCe HACMEIIKH, Ha BCe HeBepue, B HEM
Bcerga ObIJI0 YTO-TO TaKOe, YTO BEI3BIBAJIO ellle Oosee siBHLIM OYHT. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO OHH



HHUKOI'Ia 3TOI'0 HEe BHUEJIN, B HEM BCETJa OblJIa MBICJTIB O TOM, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, OH He OJEMOHCTPHUPYET
CBOIO Marvm, IIOTOMY 4TO €My 3TO IIPOCTO HE HYyXKHO.

Ho on 65111 cTap. 3To0 OBI7I0 caMoe TaBHOE. OH OBITI CTap U, CKOpPee BCETo, yX&Ke B paciBeTe CHUJL.

JIopQ U YesioBeK - HeT.

"¢ mymar, THI BBIMENIb 103XKe, - TporoBopuil Curuyc bisk, yBUAEB CBOIO CTapIIyIO A0Yb, CTOSLIYIO B
KOPHUAOpPE C OTPELIEHHBIM U IOTEPSAHHEIM B3TJIAA0M. Y Te0s 4TO-TO He 3a/1afuiioch C...
Popmonbdycom?"

"OH MepTB, - yCTaJIo KOHCTAaTUpoBasa bennaTpukc, riasas Ha oTia. "Bce momio o4eHs, 0O4eHb He

TakK".

CurHyc BRIIPSIMUJICS, TJIa3a €r0 CY3UJINCh, B HUX BCIIBIXHYIA SPOCTh. "OH He HaJl0XKUII Ha Tebs PyKH,
He Tak au?"

Bennatpukc paccMmesnach - TEMHBIM, ITIOYTH IPEPHIBUCTEIM CMEXOM, M TEMHO-YEPHBIE JTOKOHEI
3aurpanu Ha eé mekax. "Het. Huuero nogo6Horo. OH B3s/1 MeHs ¢ c000ii, 4TOOR 0pULIHaIbHO
IPUCOeOUHUTE K PrilapsM Banbnypruu. Mel fomKHEL OBUIM OTIIPABUTHCS, KaK MHE CKa3aji, B
JIETKOe, YyLEeCHOe pa3BlleyeHne, I'e MEl CMOXEeM IIOMY4YUTLCS U OTTOYUTH HAIlX TEMHBIE HCKYCCTBa
[0 TIOJTHOTO YAOBJIETBOPEHUS".

Ha mMrHOoBeHne CUTHYC HaCTOPOXKEHHO IIOCMOTpPENI Ha [04b, YBULEB B €e I'Jla3aX HEUTO Takoe, YTOo
I0YTH ucnyrasno ero. "Ho?"

"OH OB TaM, KOTla MBI IPUIIIIK", - CKa3aia benmaTpukc, cuenaB 0COOBIM aKIIEHT Ha CIIOBE,
OTIKCHIBAIOIIEM 3TOTO YEJI0BEKA, U B €€ TOJIOCE ITPO3BYYasIo IMOYTH... 671aroroBeHue, KOTOPOe ero
BCTPeBOXMO. "OH yOun ux Bcex. B oqHO MrHOBeHME Bce OBIIO KOHYEHO, U 5 Jiexasna 0ecrioMoIHas u
CMOTpena, KakK OH gapyeT Pomonbdy cMepTENbHYI0 MUTIOCTh" .

"... Yto?" CUTHYC IIBITAJICSI 0CO3HATh, YTO T'OBOPHUT €ro mo4b. "KTo? KTo youn ux?! 3ro...!"

"OH cKa3aJ MHe, 4TO OH IIOJIYKPOBKaQ, - IPOfoJixKana besmaTpukc, ridaaa B IPOCTPaHCTBO. " He
3Hai, cMor Obl JIopy peillapel YOUTE UX Tak OBICTPO WM TaK XKeCTOKO, KaK 0H. OHU OBIIIM [JIST HETO
IIPOCTO... BemaMu. Ero 3akinHaHus He OBITM HETIOHSITHLHIMY ¥ 3allPeIeHHBIMUA TeMHBIMU
ucKyccTBaMu. OHU OBUTM OOBIYHBIMH. .. IOYTH IIPOCTEIMU, HO TaK IPEKPACHO UCITOTHEHHBIME ",

Y Curnyca oTIiaia 4eJlloCTh, U OH YCTABHUJICS Ha Hee C HeIOBepUeM U OTpUllaHuEM, OBICTPO
HaluCaHHBIM Ha ero nuie. "4ro...?! Ho... [TonykpoBka HuKOrga He mor...!"

"OH 9T0 cmenan", - TBepHO 3asBUiIa oHA. "f Bumesna 3To. 4 Ovia TaM. OH cKa3aj MHe.
"YuCTOKPOBHEBIE TPOIHBAIOT KPOBb TaK K€ JIETKO, KAaK M BCE OCTANlbHEIE". OTO HE JejlaeT HaC TAaKUMU



OCOGGHHHMI/I, KaK MBI IBITaEMCS CKa3aTh'.

Kaxkoe-To Bpemsi CUTHYC IIPOCTO CMOTPET Ha Hee, U3y4as ee, CBET B ee TEMHBIX I'/la3aX U [I0CaKy ee
IieY, Ipexye 4eM CcKa3aTh: "Ilokaxu MHe."

OHa pacTepsiyiach IHUIIb Ha CEKYHLY, IpeXke 4eM IOHNa, YTO OH UMe B BuAy. KuBHYB ronoBoy, oOHa
TII03BOJIMJIa eMy ITpoBecTy ce0s B KaOuHeT. TaM OHa NO0XK[asa, II0Ka OH IPUHEeCeT 3HaKOMEIH, HO He
YacTO UCIIONIb3yeMbIN KaMeHHBIN Ta3.

IoXmaBIIKCh, TIOKA OH YCSAETCS, OHA 3aMepiia, a 3aTeM SPKO IMOKpacHesa, 0CO3HaB HEJIOBKYIO
UCTHHY.

"Uro?" cipocun CurHyc, cy3us ria3a. "THl 3a0biia, Kak 9To fenaeTcsa?”

..." OHa mpo6opMoTaa 3TO CIUIIKOM THX0, YTOOB OH MOT PACCJIBIIIATh, TaK KaK ee TojIoBa
CKJIOHUJIACh OT CTHIfIA.

"Twl - B9k, roBopu Kak Biak", - pemnTebHO OTPEOOBA OH.

"Mos nanodka BCE ele y Hero!" cepauTo mpu3Hanach OHa, IOMHMMas TOJIOBY U TISIAd Ha HETO, ee
JIUIIO CJIerKa IIOKpPacHEeo.

Curayc cnerka IoKpacHeJI, HO I0TOM HEOXOTHO KUBHYJI I'0JIOBOU. "Torfaa s, HaBepHOe, IOHUMATO..."

C HeOXO0TOM OH IIPOTSHYII el CBOIO MajoyKy U Habogasn, Kak oHa youpaeT cepeOpucTyi0 HUTh co Jiba
¥ OCTOPOKHO OIIyCKaeT ee B Ta3. BepHyB eMy I1ajlouKy, oHa crejiaja Iar Halaf. Crierka
HaXMYyPUBIINCH, OH IIATHYJ BIEPEN U, lepKa IaJ04YKy B PYKe, BOIIEI B €€ TTaMSTh.

Korma oH BBIIIIENT U3 HEE, TO BRITIISAEI MOTPSICEHHEBIM, JTUII0 er0 OBII0 OJIeHEIM, U OH TSIXKEJI0
oTMpascs Ha MOfICTaBKY, Ha KOTOPOM CTOs/I0 cuTo. OTMaxHYBIINCh OT IPOCLOB! bennaTpruKc moMoyb
€My, OH Cclefiajl MeJJIeHHBIN TTTy00KUM BIOX, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTHCS. 3aTEM OH CHOBA IIOT'PY3UJICS B
BOCIIOMHUHAHMSI.

BepHyBII1CH, OH HEKOTOPOE BPEMS CMOTPEII BAaslb, He BUMS TaM HUKOI0. 3aTeM OH IIOBEPHYII I'0OJIOBY
¥ [IOCMOTpeEJI Ha CBOX [0Yb. "UTO TH 0 HEM IIOMHUIIL?"
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