IIx0H Mor OBl KpUYaTh OT pagocTu. Kazanocs, mopn CTapk HaKOHEI-TO chascs. "MTak, paccKaxu
MHe 00 9TOM KoirMape'".

IxoH Hamopmui 1100. CMmemiieecs nmuio UrpuTT 3amisicano B ero rina3ax. "Moit kommmap?”

"Ia", - nopm Ctapk 6osbllle HUYEro He CKa3aJl, a TOJIbKO BRIKHIAIOIIEe CMOTPeNI Ha HeTo.

II>X0H OTKpPHIBAJI ¥ 3aKPhIBa/l POT, HE B CHJIaX BEIMOJIBUTH HU cJI0Ba. C TakuM ke ycmexoM nopa Ctapk
MOT TIOTTPOCUTH [I2KOHA paccka3aTh eMy 0 cBoei cMepTH. KakoBo 3To - yMmepeTs, [IxKoH? Pacckaxu
MHe, KaK0BO 3T0 OBLIO.

910 OBIIIO TPEKPACHO, - C TOCKO# moagyMart [I:koH. [Toka He BepHYynIach 00Jb, CMepPTh Oblna
611a2KeHCTBOM.

"Hy, - HeJI0BKO IPOYUCTHUII ropJio [I:KOH. B royioBe y Hero 3aBepTenuch KojieCUKU. OH BCIIOMHUJ
BCITBIIIIKY 00PA30B [10... UJIU IIOCTIE... CBOer cMepTH. "Tam Ovina... CTeHa".

"Tel HMKOTHA He OblnT Ha CTeHe", - IPSIMO 3asiBUII €r0 oTell. [I2KOH KUBHYJ U HaXMYPHJICS.

"Ila, TeM He MeHee, 51 TaM Obl1. TaM Onla G0bINas TPeIrHa, UAyInas o Ibay", - [I2KOH yKa3a
JKeCTOM Ha Bagdy, CTOSIIYI0 ¥ ero KpoBaTH. "B TpemnHe pocia ogHa po3a, HO KOrfa g IOAOLIEN K Hel,
OHa 3aropesacs".

[Toyemy-TO 3TO IOKa3anock gopny CTapKy HENPUATHEIM: "IJTO He KouiMap. [1o KpaliHen Mepe, 3TO He
IIOXO0XKE Ha Te KOIIMaphl, KOTOPEle CHUJIUCEH BaM B IeTCTBe".

IxoH moMHun ux. OmHaXKIB, KOTHa eMy ObIJIO MSATh JIET, OH MpubexkKan K MOCTEeNX OTIa, HallyraHHbIH
YIOBIPSAMU U TeMHBIMU Ayxamu. K yxkacy [IKoHa, negu KeuTUunuH OTKpEIIa ABEPh U MMOTAllKIa ero
00paTHO B €r0 KOMHATEHI, 3aIepeB 3a HUM ABepk. ITocie aToro [IKO0H IeJIBIH MecCsI] CIIal Ioj CBoel
KPOBaThIO, MOKa 1oph CTapk He pacKpPHUI 9TOT UHIUAEHT ¥ eMy He pa3pelluii BpeMeHHO CIaTh B
KOoMHaTax Po60a.

"HeT, 9T0 GBIJIO COBCEM ApyTOE", - mpU3Haics [KoH. "MeHsI 0XBaTU/I BEJIUKUN CTpax".

Jlopn CTapk HAKJIOHWIICS Briepend. B 9ToT MoMeHT [I3KOHA IMOCETHIIO BOOXHOBEHHE, U OH PEIIHI
COBMECTHTH IIPABMY C JIOXKBIO.

"Korma s o0epHYJICS, TO YBUIEN MEPTBOTO YeJI0BeKa, IIOTOM ellle OOHOTO. S yBUeNl apMUIO KOIIYHOB
¢ ronyOsIMU T7la3aMi. BOpoHE! Hafio MHOM Kpudanu: "KopH, KOpH, KOpH", U 5 yBUAEJN, KakK B HeOe
nagaeT KpacHas 3Be3fa. JTo OBIJI0O MpayHOe ITpef3HaMeHOBaHue, 1 3Hajl. Korga g moBepHYyJICS,
CTeHHI yKe He ObIII0, ¥ MEPTBELH 1u 1o CeBepy".



Jlopn Ctapk paccesiHHO moTepe6ust 6opoay. OH yCTaBUICS Ha 3UMHUE PO3bL. [[3KOH OBLI
pasouapoBaH. Ero otet, moxoxe, Ob1 60s1bile 03a004eH I[BeTaMHU, YeM MepTBenaMu. "A TOTOM THI
IIPOCHYyJICSA?"

"HeT, IOTOM MHe II0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO g Iapui", - [I2KOH BCTPETUJI B3IJIAL OTLa. "¢ BUOeN Apyrue Bellu.
Ho oHu He umenu [O7st MeHs CMEICTIa. 3HaMeHa BonToHoB B BuHTepdenne, oneHb C IbIIA0IUM
CepaleM, TEMHBIA Med C KpacHOM psiObIo, CKPHITOM IO CTabIo..."

"Tebe cuumack CteHa", - mpobopmoTan nopn Buntepdernia. 3aTeM oH BCTPETHI B3TJIA[ [I2KOHA U
3aroBopu’l. "HeckombKO OHEM Ha3ap Thl IIOIIPOCKUII OCTaBUThL Te0SI C TBOUM [simel U OTIPABUTHCS B
YepHBIil 3aMOK. MlopeH 1 Moii 6pat yxe yexanu BMecTe ¢ BecoM. Bam ynap HOX0M IOMeITas BaleMy
0THe3[y, ¥ Telleph BEl HE3MOPOBEL. B0i0Ch, BaM MPUAETCS MOI0KOATh, TOKA He BEpHETCS JTU00
Benmxen, nubo PIopeH. ITO MOXKET 3aHATh HEKOTOpoe BpeMs. Hemenu. Mecsirwr."

"Isaps beHgxeH yxke yexan?"

HoBocTe Hamonauna [I2KOHa TPEBOTOM. YKe ceryac BCe MEHSIIOCh [0 CPaBHEHUIO C IIePBOHAYaIbHOU
BpeMeHHOM mKanoi. COOBITHS BEIXOOUIH U3-TIOTT €T0 KOHTPOJIS.

"MHe Xkasb, HO, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO K nyuiieMy. Tsl emfe Mmoyon. CTeHa Bcerga Oymet Tam, [IkoH. A
yb6emun KedTunuH IpUIOTUTE TeOs 3[ech [0 TeX Mop, IoKa MercTep JIIoBUH He macT Tebe
paspemienue, a MopeH He BepHETCS".

IIKoH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Ha €ro IIJIe490 OIMYCTHUIIACh PYKa, X YOUBJIEHHO IIOOHAJI T'OJIOBY.
BnaropongIe YEePTHI JIMIA JIOPOa CTapKa OBLIH OMpPA4Y€HEl HEPEMIUTEIJIbHOCTEIO.

"Brl ckopo otnipaBuTech B Koponesckyo ['aBaHb".
"Ckopo", - cornacuics mopg Ctapk. "3aBTpa".

II2KOH MOT TOJIbKO CMOTPETh Ha CBOM PYKH. PyKu, KOTOPHIE OOJIKHEI ObUIH OBIThH IIOKPHITHL IIIPaMaMy 1
MMETh ITIepPBLIe IPU3HAKKU 00MOpoxkKeHusi. Pyku, yousime AHoca CnuHTa 1 6eCYrCIeHHOe MHOXECTBO
OPYTHX OOUYabX. PyKu, KOTOPEIE KOTHA-TO yOnaxkanu UrpuTT, IoKa OHA He BHIKPUKHYJIA ero uMms. U
PYKH, KOTOPBIE ITOTEHIMAaIbHO MOTJIA HAJIOXKHUTh CTPEJTy, IIPOH3UBIIYIO ee cepale. Pyku, KOTophie
JKaX[anu 3afyIuTh 9Toro yomonka, Pamcu BonToHa, maxke ceryac, 10 COOBITHM, CBSI3aHHBIX C
PO30BHIM ITHCHMOM.

IIWill_II

I>XKOH TIpepBaJl CBOM CJI0Ba. [0 ero CiayXa MOHECCS 3BYK TSIKEeJIBIX, TPOMO3IKHUX IIAaroB U JISI3T
nocrexoB. Heq CTapk MOMHSIT PyKYy, YTOOR 3aCTaBUTh €T0 3aMOJTYaTh, ¥ TPOMKHUH, POKOUYIITHIA TOI0C
notpe6oBa, 4ToOk cup [K0pu oToIen B cTOpoHy. OTerr [I2KoHa MOTHSJICS U YIajl Ha KOJIeHHU, Kak
pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTf]a IBePb C TPECKOM PacIIaXHyIach.



IIA' Hen!“

I'masa [I;xoHa pacmupunuck. Koponb PobepT ObIT TyYHBIM Y€JI0BEKOM, U ero purypa aerko
3aroJIHsJa BX0M B MaJleHbKyI0 KOMHaTYy [I2KoHa. OH BRITJIAAEN 40 CMEIIHOI0 HEYMECTHO B 3TOU
CKpoMHOM oO0cTaHoBKe. Koposnb BapaTeoH OblsI OieT B Y4€PHO-30JI0TOU OyOJIET - BEPOSITHO, OH CTOUII
Oonbile, 4eM BCe UMYIIECTBO [[2KOHA BMeCTe B34TO€, - Ha KOTOPOM BUAHENNCH OPHI3THU KUPHOTO
xupa. [IxxerMe JlaHHUCTED HETOPOIUJIUBO CJIENOBAJI 3a KOPOJIeM, fepxKach ONHOU PYKOU 3a PYKOATh
CBOEr0 IIMHHOTO Meva. [[?KOH chaepzKaJjl IPUIUB I'HeBa P Bue moasioro LlapeyOuiirsl u ORICTPO
OTBEJI B3TJIAL.

Temnepsb Thl HUUETO HE CMOXKeIlb CenaTh, [IkoH. Kak 6bI eMy HU X0TeJI0oCh 06XBAaTUTh PyKaMu LIEI0
llapeyOuiiiisl u ciaBuTh ee, [I3KOH BPSA JIX CMOT ObI IPOMTH Jasibllle TPEX 1IAaroB, He PYXHYB, a
KOpoJieBa Ka3Huja Obl ero B TeYeHUe daca.

"Bailla CBETJIOCTB, - JKECTKO IIPOu3HeC oTell [IxKoHa. MeXOy HUMK BO3HUKIIO HaIPsIXKEHMeE.

"TIpekpaTute 370", - POOepT crenan HECKOJIBKO IIAaroB BIIEPe[, ¥ 3a HUM II0C/IeO0Basl PHIaph. [I2K0H
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI B BO3AyXe cnabbIl 3amax KUCIoro BuHa. Ha BCAKMIL cllydail OH IIOJIOKUIT TBEPAYIO PYKY
Ha crnuHy [Ipu3paka. [JupeBonbd ¢ MH060IEITCTBOM U 0€33By4YHO CMOTPET Ha HOBHIX TOCTEH.

"Tak 9T0 1 ecTh TBOM OacTapn. Xa! Hakonen-Tto! [Tepeno MHOM moKa3aTenbCTBO Toro, uto Hen Ctapk
Kor'ma-To 3a05L1 0 cBoel uecTu!"

IIX0H He 3HaJ, KaK OTHECTUCH K 3TOMY 3asBiieHuio. OH BO3MYIIEHHO 3alluIlell, HO cjioBa beca
BEPHYJINCh K HEMY, U OH IIpUAepKan sI3bIK. Braneke mocbIancs j1ai cobak Ha ICapHe, KOTOPEIE
CMesITMCh Hafl IIYTKOM KOPOIs.

JIuto JIopaa CTapKa OBIJIO KAMEHHEIM, ¥ OH PEIBKOM IIOOHAJICA Ha HOTH.

"Moii chiH, [IK0H", - 6eCIIepeMOHHO IIPOU3HEC OH.

Jlopa-komaupytomuit Houroro To3opa. [[2KOH CTIOTHYI, ¥ TUTYII BCTajl y HETO B TOPIIE.

IKOH CKJI0HUJI r0JI0BY: "[IpOCTHUTE MeHS, Ballla MUJIOCTb. f He MOTY IIPEKJIOHUTD KOJIEHN".

Kopornb npeHebpekuTeNbHO MaXHYJ PYKOM, CIOBHO OTTOHSIST MyXy. "HeBaxHo, HeBaxHO. [Tonaraio, s
IOJIKeH m00IaroJapuTh Bac 3a TO, YTO BBl OTHSI/IM KUHZKAJ Y 3TOM INIyIOM OAPSHU. XOTS 51 He 3HAIO,
KakK OHM MOTJIY IepenyTaTh Ballli KOMHATH ¢ MOUMU. My Bac 3a MeHs! f, Halo CKa3aTh, HEMHOT'O
noxgpoc. HaBepHoe, 9T0 OblT bsiHBIN yOuiiia. Xa! ¥ MeHs ux 6b1710 HeCKONMBKO. K c4acThio, y MeHs
€CTh 9TH 6J1TaropogHLle JypaKH, - KOPOJIb TKHYJI IaJiblieM B MOJTYaIMBYIO 30JI0TUCTYIO QUTYPY
IxetiMe JlaHHUCTEPA, - KOTOPHIE 3AIUINAIOT MEHS OT HOXKel B TeMHOTe. Tebe, mapeHb, He Tak
IIOBE3J0".



"Brl OKa3biBaeTe MHE 4eCThb, Bama CBeTnocTs", - [I2KOH BHOBb CKJIOHHUII TOJIOBY. [10 Kakoii-TO
IIPUYUHE €r0 yBaXKeHue He TTIOHPaBUIIOCh KOPOJIIO.

"Xmd", - HaxMypuscs Koposb. "[louTeHue oT HOXa. Bpspn nu, 1 gyman”.

"Bartre m0060mIBITCTBO YOOBIeTBOpeHO?" I'onoc nopaa CTapka mpepBan BHEMaHue [[3K0HA K KOPOJIIO.
Onmappn War”ys Buepen, U [IKOH 0Ka3aJiCsa 3aC/IOHeHHBIM OT B3IJIa KOPOJIs.

I>xoH MOprHy. [Taxke ecnu KOponib u nopa CTapk ObIIM POOHEIME OpaThsMU, COeNaTh IIar
HaBCTPedy KOPOJTo OBII0 Aep30CThi0. Kopomu Oy mepeMeHYuBs. [I2KOH 3HalI, YTO KOpoib Pobepr,
KaK U3BECTHO, OBII BeChMa MHOT'OCJIOBEH, ECJIM €My YTO-TO He HpaBUJIOCh. HampsixkeHre, BUTABIIEE B
BO3[yXe, CTaJIo ele 60jiee IBHHIM.

"Moe nm1060nEITCTBO OYAET YOOBIETBOPEHO, KOTa 51, YePT BO3bMHU, CKaxXy, YTO OHO YOOBJIETBOPEHO", -
IIPOX3HEC KOPOJIb TUXUM, MpPa4yHbIM rojiocoM. IlocnenoBan HapsAKeHHBIM MOMEHT, U [I:KOH
3aI0[03PUJI, YTO KOPOJIb IPOCTHO CMOTPUT Ha €ro OTIia, HO OH He MOT BUJETh 3TOTO U3-3a CIUHEL U
3UMHET0 nnarmia gopga Crapka.
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