"Xa!" - HaKOHeI] TPOPBaJio KOPOJis, ¥ eT0 paCKaTUCTHIM CMeX HamoiaHua KoMHaTty. "Ah, Ned. Hep.
Takoil cepbe3HbIl. { He BUIeNI TAKOTO BEIpaXKeHus Ha TBOEM JIUIle yXKe CIUIIKOM MHOro jeT. 1 Bce
Xe s - KOPOJib, ¥ TH OTCTYIUIIb".

[Tneun nopma Crapka HanpsArauck. "Moii CBIH BCe ellle paHeH, U S TOJIBKO YTO JOIPOCHUII €T0 O
HarafaslieM. f yBepeH, YTO OH CTpajaeT OT UCTOLIEeHus".

OmnpaBpaHue OBIJIO TOBOJIBHO XKaIKUM, TogyMart [I3K0H, ¥ eMy CTajlo UHTEPECHO, ITI0YEMY ero OTell
OTIPaBOLIBAETCS. DTH [IBA YeJI0BEKa BRIPOCTH BMecTe. He TOT 1 3T0 BapaTeoH, KOTOPHIY HOJIXKEH OBII
KeHuThCs Ha JluanHe CTapk, ero JaBHO yMepIlel TeTKe?

"Torga mycTh MaJTbYXK TOBOPUT", - OSIBUJIOCH TOJICTOE JIU1I0 Koposis PobepTa B pame ero otma. "TH,
IlapeHs, He ycran?"

II>XOH TIepeBe B3TJISAN C 0TIa Ha KopoJysi. Hem CTapk CypoBO CMOTpes Ha Hero. be3MoIBHEIM TPUKa3
TIOBUHOBATHCS.

I>X0H OTKPEUI OBIJIO POT, HO mpHOoCcTaHoBHCS. JIopn CTapk He IPOCTO TaK XOTeN JepxkKaTh [KoHa
TIOJAJIbIIIEe OT KOPOJIs. YTO-TO B 9TOM CUTyallMK He HPABUIIOCH eMy. DTO IIEeKOTasI0 3aJHIOI0 CTEHKY
ero Mo3ra. Eciu 651 CaM OBI 3[eCh, YTO OBl OH Chaesas?

"4l K BalIMM yciyram, Ballla MUJIOCTh".

I'ma3a nopma Ctapka MOTeMHENIH, HO OH OTCTYIIUII B CTOPOHY, ¥ KOPOJIb ITOMIOIIIeN K HeMY,
CaMOIOBOILHO YXMBINsACE. [Tog6opogok PobepTa Aporuys, Korga OH OMyCTUIICS B KPeCcyo, HelaBHO
0CBOOOXKIEHHOE ero OTI[OM.

"AX, ma, KakK 5 yXKe TOBOPUJI, - HETEPIIEJIUBO Hayal KopoJb, - [IxkoH CHoy. [I:koH CHOY", - KOPOJIb
mpoOoBaj 3TO UMS Ha S3BIK, KaK OYOTO, TOBTOPSISI €T0, OH MOT KaK-TO YMEHBIIIUTh TPeX POKIEHUS
II>xoHa.

[Toxoze, UM TOHPABUIIOCE, ¥ KOPOJIb MPOHoKuilL. "IIKoH CHOy. T OTBEJ HOXK, MpeqHa3HAYeHHEIH
II7I1 MOETO TeJIa, ¥ 3a 9T0 51 Tebe 6rarogapeH. YTo OB THI XOTEJ OJIYYUTh OT MEHS B Harpamy?"

II>KOHYy CTayio HHTEPECHO, KaKue CIIyXu XOmsT 1o Buntepdenny. [lyMaeT i1 KOPOJb, UYTO OH CPa3uICs
C HOYHBIM yOuuLen?

"Huyero, Ballla MUJIOCThR".

Koponb QripkHYys, 1 [[KOH ITOAyMaJl, YTO 3TO 0YeHb HeNIpuBJIeKaTeIbHEIY 3BYK. Ha 3agHeM miaHe
nopx Ctapk cxkXuUMaJ ¥ pa3XkuMal JeBylo pyKy. HepBHoe noTpsiceHue? [I3KOH He MOT IPUIIOMHUTh
MOMEHTa, Korfa Obl OH BUZIEJ CYPOBOTO Jiopaa BunTepdesnia TakuM B3BOJTHOBaHHEIM, 3a
WCKJTIOUEeHKEeM, IT0XKaJTyl, MOMEHTa, KOT[la OH 0XKHUIaJl POXKIEHUS CBOUX ETEM.



Ecnu 651 Cam OBLT 371€Ch, OH OBl cpa3y Bce moHs. CaM BCerya yMen pa3rafbliBaTh TalHEL U ITPOSCHSATDH
cutyauuto. OH IIUTUPOBAJT KaKOU-HUOYAb CTUX U3 KHUTH, a [[2KOH CUMEJ, OLIeJIOMJIEHHEIN TEM, YTO
3TO He MPUXOMUJIO €MY B TOJIOBY PaHbIIIE.

Ho Cama 3pmech He 65110, ¥ 3TO He UMeJIo cMbIcia. Kopoib OblT mpusiTeH, u [I2KOH He MOT HAalTH B €T0
IeNCTBUSAX HUKAKUX CEPbE3HBIX HEIOCTATKOB, laXkKe eClid OH OBII HEMHOT0 Ipy0oBar.

"Hy uTo BB 4 menpsiii yenoBek. OcoOeHHO 5 meap K CBoUM OacTappaM, a Th - 6acTapd MOero
crapeiero apyra. KaxkmoMy Manb4uIlKe YTO-TO HY2KHO", - IIPOBOPYAJT KOPOJIb C MIOYTH CKYYaIOIIUM
BUIOM. [I3KOH CTaJI IOMaTh TOJIOBY B ITOMCKAxX OTBETA. YTO XKe MHEe HYXKHO? MHe HyKHO BEPHYThCS B
IIPOILIJIOe, Jasibllle, YeM cedyac, ¥ OCTAaHOBUTH nafgeHune bpaHa. MHe HYKHO, YTOOBI MOH OTeIl|
octancs B BunTtepdene. f nomxeH He ObITH OaCcTapaoM.

"Mou chiH oTHpaBuTCS Ha CTeHy 4epe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs II0Cie HAlllero 0OThe3Ma, - Hadas JI0pH
Crapk, - BO3MOXKHO, TEIJIOTO IJlallla ¥ canor OygeT JOCTaTOYHO".

"Al Mex, nogxopsAmuy ojig Koposs! f ciellian, 4YTo TaM Y2KaCHO XO0JI0OHO", - KOPOJIb BEIXKUAAIOIIE
nocMoTpen Ha [I>KoHa. "4 Hapsixky Tebs B Mexa, YTO CKaXKellb?"

"TIpocTuTe, OTEL, - TUXO IPOrOBOPUII [[3KOH, YYBCTBYSI HapacTalOIIUY I'HEB JIOPAa, - Y MEHS eCTh
IIpefoXeHre, eClu BaM OyZeT yrogHo, Ballla MUJIOCTb. f1 Bcerfa MeduTas 0 COOCTBEHHOM KJIHHKE..."

"Meu!" - mpocusaI KOPOJIb ¥ BCTal C IPOTIHYTOM pyKoii. Ero CBeTn0CTh, MoX0XkKe, OBITT 0OUeHb paj
Takomy npennoxenuo. Jlopa Ctapk Haxmypuncs: "[Ha! [JocToiiHasd Harpapga. Tel XO04ellb CTaTh
6oiirioM, Kak TBOM oTell. [la, Terneps g BuxKYy. KnuHok 6actapaa [Ixona CHOY, pa3pybaromui
OfMYasblxX ¥ ynelped. KoHe4HO, KOTrfa Thl UCLIENIUIILCS, - KUBHYJI KOPOJIb B 3HAK COTJIaCHUs C
IIPUACTAJIBHBEIM B3rJIsAgoM jopha Crapka.

Ha mpoTskeHWu BCel CBOeH pedyu KOpPOJib OBITT OUeHb 0XKUBJIEH, JaXKe HMUTHPOBAJI HECKOJILKO
yIapoB 110 BooOpaxkaeMoMy IIPOTUBHUKY. "TlompaBiisiiics, IapeHb, ¥ CKOPO Thl CMOXKEIh B3MaXHYTh
CBOMM HOBBIM KJIHHKOM".

He moxumasich pa3pelreHus, KOpojib BHE3AIIHO BHIIIE] K3 KOMHATEHI, €[Ba B3TJISHYB Ha CBOET0 HOBOTO
Hecuuty. [Ixketime JIaHHUCTED MOKIOHUICS 0pAy CTapKy, IOCye Yero ABUHYJICS BCIE[ 3a KOPOJIEM.

JI3K0H BCTPETUICS B3TJIAAOM C OTLOM U B3noxHYI. Jlopn Ctapk OB 3071. [I2KOH TOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO Y
HEeTO0 [IePeCoXJIo BO PTY, HO HE CMeJI OTBECTH B3TJIAf. 3aUeM OTBJIeKaTh KOposs oT [IkoHa? UTo
IIJIOXOT'0 B TOM, YTOOBI TIOIIPOCUTH XOPOIIO CHEIaHHbIM KJIMHOK, YTOOB COIPOBOXKAATh ero Ha CTeHy?
KoneuHo, 310 66111 6071€€ DOCTOMHEIM TOKAPOK, YeM mail. Y CTeHbl ObUIM mtany. Eif HyKHBI ObITH
Meuun. 3aueM jopay CTapKy IPOCUTh €TI0 OCNIYIIAThCS KOPoJis 6e3 BCIKON MPUYUHBI?

YTo-TO 37€ech OBIJIO He Tak. [[2KOH BCTPETUIICS C OTIIOM B3TJIAOM JopAa-KoMaHaymomero Hounoro
Ilo3opa. TakuM B3rISANOM HE pa3 CMOTpPe Ha Hero [IxkKeop MOpPMOHT.



Ha nuue mopga Ctapka MeNnbKHYIO YOUBIEHWE. 3aTEM B3TJIS[ OTIa yrall Ha MOJ, I0OYTH B CThige. He
TOBOPSI HYU Cj10Ba, 1oph CTapk BhIIIen U3 KoMHATH. Ceparle [I>KoHa 3aleMuIio oT 00JH, ¥ OH 3aPBIICS
pykamu B 1epcTh [Ipu3paka. bactapn u3 BunTepdesnna He 3acmyKuBajl HUKAaKUX 00bsICHEHUH.
IpeBonas NU3HYJ ero UL, ¥ [I2KOH MOHSJ, YTO II0 ero IeKaM IOTEKIIHU Clie3bl. [I;)KOHa 0XBaTUI
CTBIf], @ 3aTeM Iedasb. [loueMy Ooru mocnanu ero o0paTHO, a IOTOM chefianu 0eCCUIbHBEIM Iepef
IIOCJIEAYIOIIUMU COOBITASIMU?

Ectb TOpKO ofguH bor, [JxoH CHOY.

,]:[}KOH OTBEPHYJICA OT MEX0B HpI/I3paKa 1 YCTABHUJICA B OT'OHb. OH HUUero He BHUTEII.

Jlopn CTapk 11en mpsiMo K cBoedt cmepTH, U [1:K0H Obis1 6eccuiieH ocTaHOBUTE ero. OH CHOBa OyHeT
CTOSITh ¥ CMOTPETD, KaK YMHUPAIOT JIIONK, KOTOPHIX OH JTIO0WII, 3@ THICSIYU MUJIb OT HETO U B
oguHo4ecTBe. JKeyast TOKOHYHUTD C 9TUM yKacoM, [[3KOH ¢ 60JTbI0 OTKYIOPHUII IIPOTSIHYTYIO eMy QIisry
C MAaKOBBIM MOJIOKOM ¥ TJIOTHYJT MeP3KOH KUIKOCTH. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MI'HOBEHUM OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI,
YTO €ro rja3a CTajld TSIXKEeJIbIMU, U JIEKapCTBO Hayalio [efiCTBOBATb.

[Tepen TeM KakK IOTPY3UTHCS B COH, OH OPOCUII B3TJISAM Ha AEPEBSIHHYIO Yallly ¢ 3MMHUMU PO3aMH.

KTo-TO B3sn OOHY M3 HUX.
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