"JlagHO, OpsiHb, TH YK€e OJOCTAaTOYHO CcOenana", - ckalana ['epMuoHa, TOTSHYB [IXKUHHUA 38 BOJIOCHI,
II0Ka MaJleHbKas IITI0IIKa He BEIHYJIa A3bIK C XJII0NAal0IMM 3ByKOM. ['epMuOHa B3APOTHYIa, KOrAa OH
OKMHYJ ee. OHa NOTsAHYNa [I)KUHHYU 3a BOJIOCH BBEPX, II0Ka OHM CHOBA HE OKa3aJIiuCh JIUL[OM K JIUILY.
[>XvuHHYA cMOTpesia Ha ['epMUOHY OlllapallleHHBIM, HO CYaCT/IMBEIM B3rI4Ao0M. "[Ipuiiino speMs
BO3HArpaguTh Te0s 3a TO, UTO Thl TaK OXOTHO HACHJIyelllb MeHs", - CKa3asa ['epMuoHa. "3aKpoi
rmasa".

[>KMHHY TOBMHOBAJIACh U OblJIa B BOCTOPre, KOTAa I0YyBCTBOBaa MATKNeE T'yOr [ epMUOHEL Ha CBOUX.
OHa pa3fBuHYysa ry0sl, T03BOJIAS S3EIKY [ epPMUOHBI IPOHUKHYTH B €€ POT. [IKUHHYU II0YyBCTBOBAJIa,
KakK ['epMrOHa UCCIenyeT ee POT, ¥ HallpaBuia CBOM S3LIK B POT OAPYTH. Bckope 06a s3bIKa
00BWINCH BOKPYT APYT Opyra, HO ['epMuoHa He coOupanach ycTynaTh. [[2KUHHYU pacnaxHylla riasa,
II0YYBCTBOBAaB, KakK A3bIK ['epMUOHEL Ha4aJl IPOHUKATE B ee ropJio. B riasax ['epMuoOHE MeIbKHYIIA
3HaKOMas YXMBIIKa, ¥ OHa II0YYyBCTBOBaJIA, KaK ee OpraH CTaJl IPOHUKATh BHYTPG. [XKVUHHU peIIna,
YTO B 3Ty UT'PY MOXKHO UTPaTh BABOEM, U IPOCYHYJIa CBOU A3LIK B rOpJio '€ pMUOHEL.

['epMuOHa Ha MTHOBEHUE OllelleHeNla. JTa MaJleHbKas OPSHb Ilepellna B HacTymeHue. OHa 3Hana,
YTO JOJI2KHA 3aCTABUThH IIITIOXY CIIOMaThCs 1epBoi. OHa yABOMIIa YCUIIUS U CTajla I0-HaCTOSIIEMY
TpaxaThb SA3BIKOM ropiio [XKUHHYU. [[XKUHHU OTBETUIIA €U TeM XkKe, U BCKope 00e JeBYIIKH SPOCTHO
BIIUJIMCH APYT B Apyra ry0aMu, 3alyCTUB PYKH B BOJIOCHI APYT APYTa U IOCHIIAsi CBOU BHITSIHYTHIE
SI3BIKU B T'OPJIO0, TTOKa 006 JeBYIIKH efiBa MOTJIH OBIIIATh.

'epMKOHa MOYYBCTBOBAJIA TOJIOBOKPYKEHHE, KaK OYITO OHa CKOPO IoTepsieT co3HaHue. OHa He
MOTJIa 3TOT0 JOIYCTUTh, HE MOTJIa II03BOJIUTh 3TOM LITI0OXE OflepkKaTh Haf Hel Bepx. OHa IIpoBena
pykamu 1o nuny [IXKWHHY U CIIyCTUIIACh K ee Ilee, cjierka cxkaB ropsio. OHa YyBCTBOBAJIa, Kak ee
SI3BIK IBUTAETCSI BHYTPH €€ IOAPYTU. ITO JOJIKHO OBITh celiyac uiu HuKorpga. OHa HalpaBuia S3bK
BHYTPb [I2KMHHYM KaK HUKOTIa PaHbIe, TaK HajIeKO, YTO OH, JOJIXKHO OBITh, TOYTH NOCTUT €€ KHUBOTA.
B To ke BpeMs OHa CxKajla PYKH, He CHUJIBHO, HO IOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI TePEKPHITh [IXKUHHHU HOCTYII
Bo3xyxa. [[2KUHHU Hadasia 60POTHCS, ee PYKH ILJIeany 0 pyKaM ['epMuoHsl, HO 'epMuoHa Obia
II0JIHA PEIIMMOCTH. [I)KUHHYU HaKOHEI[ BRICYHYJIa SI3bIK U MOIBITaNaCh YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO SI3HIK, I10-
IpeKHEeMY 3all0IHSBILKY TOPJI0, ¥ HEXBaTKa BO3[yXa CHeJlali CII0Ba HEBHATHHIMU. [ epMUOHa
CKUMaJla BCe CUJIbHee, TI0Ka I'Ta3a [[XKMHHY He 3aKaTU/IMCh, a ee KMCKa He 3alyIbCUpoBasa, Koraa
OHa IOTepsiyla CO3HAHUE ¥ KOHYHIIA OMHOBPEMEHHO.

F'epMrOHa HAKOHEI] OTITYCTUNA ee, u [[XKUHHK, 0OMSIKHYB, yIIajia Ha KpOBaTh. | epMUOHA BHIHYIA S3BIK
13 TopJjia MOAPYTH, TIOJIHOCTHI0 0CBOOOAMB AbIXaTebHEIE MYyTH. [[XKUHHY MalllMHAIbHO 3afibIXajlach, ee
TeJI0 OTYasTHHO TPeOOoBasIo KUCI0poaa. I'epMroHa ToXKe 3afbIXalach, 0TYACTH OT I0Oedsl, HO B
OCHOBHOM OT BO30yK[eHUs. JTa IIJioXa IIkITanack IpeB30uTH ee! M el 3T0O MOYTH yHanoch!
[TpuméTcs HaKa3bIBaTh €€ U majblie. [epMUOHa IOAHSIIA TaJlouKy U MIPUHSIACh 3a paboTy.

I>KUHHU IPOCHYJIACh OT TOTO, YTO B ee KUCKY KOJIOTU/IN CUIbHEee, YeM Korga-nmubo nmpexne. OHa
TIOTIRITAJIACh TIOUIEBEIUTHCS, HO BCKOPE IIOHSJIA, YTO €€ PYKU U HOTH CBSI3aHEL. [[0I2KHO OBITH,
F'epMuoHa MpuBsi3ana ee K cToi0uKaM KpoBaTu. OHa OMyCTHUIa B3TJISM Ha CBOE TEJIO M Ha MTHOBEHUE
nofilymMara, uTo, [OIKHO ObITh, BUAUT COH. Ee pa3yM IIpoCTo He MOT BOCIIPUHSTH YBUAEHHOE.



F'epMKOHa CTOsIIa Y HEee MeXIy HOT ¥ TpaXala ee CaMbIM OOJBIINM YJIEHOM, KOTOPBIN [IXKUHHU
Korma-nmu0o Bumena. Ero gmuHa Oblyla He MeHbIe ABYX (YTOB, a TOJNIIHUHA - HE MEHbIIIe ee 3aTsICThs.
I>KMHHU MOTJIa CKa3aTh, HACKOJIbKO OH BEJIMK, TIOTOMY YTO BU[IEJIa, KaK ero OTPOMHBIN KOHTYP
TSTHETCSI BBEPX II0 ee TeJly, II0Ka r0JI0BKa He OKa3ajach MeX[y ee CHceK. [IXKWHHM 3Hajla, YTo el
MOJKHO OBITH OYeHb 60JIbHO, HO BCE, YTO OHA YYBCTBOBAJIA, - 3TO CUJIbHOE YIOBOJILCTBHE OT TOTO, UTO
ee 3aloTHUIM TaK, KaK HUKOTHa paHbIine. OHa 3aCTOHasa, 0CO3HAB BCIO HEMPABUIILHOCTD CUTYAIIUHU.

FepMuoHa yneIOHYIACh U OBICTPO HiTenHyna [IKUHHY 110 OHOM U3 CUCEK, YTOOH IPUBJIEYE €€
BHUMaHUe. "THl IPOCHYIAch!" - CKa3asa OHA U OJIs MyInel yOeguTelbHOCTH IIUIENHYJIa 10 OPYTro
cucbke. "f pactuna B Te0e CBOM 4jieH yXKe He MeHblIle MTSITH MUHYT. & OyMara, YTO OH MOXKeT
TIOJIHOCTBIO BHIMTH M3 TBOETO PTa, Ipexke YeM TH pocHelnbcsa". O0e meByIIKY 3aCTOHAIN OT
IIPOMEILKHYBIIIETO B UX TOJI0BaX MBEICJIEHHOTO o0pa3a. O6e [eBYLIKYM PEIInii OfHaXKIbl UCIIEITaTh 3TO
Ha cebe.

"Kax... - 3aapixanace [IXKUHHY, C TPYLOM BEIIOBAapUBasi CJI0OBa, KOT[Aa YJIEH COaBJIuBall el JIerKue, -
KaK TEI 9TO cpenan?"

"Kuura, raymas”, - oTBeTuna ['epMuoHa, MeJIeHHO BBOS ¥ BEIBOMS 4JieH, Habimonasi, Kak OH
OBUKETCS BBEPX ¥ BHU3 IO Tejly Nofgpyru. "OOHO U3 MEepBHIX 3aK/IMHAHUY [T03BOJIAET LITI0XaM
OTpallXBaTh YIeHH. [IyMaio, MHOTUM HPaBATCS [IEBYOHKHU C UjieHaMu". A psmoM ¢ HUM OBIIO
3aKJIMHAHME TTOCTOSTHHOTO PaCTskKeHUs, YTOOH Pe3yabTaThl HE CJIOMaIM XPYIIKUX MaleHbKUX
meBoYek Bpome Tebs. AX fa... - CKa3asia OHa, TPOYKTaB IIOKWPOBAHHEIN B3rysy [IxKuHHM. "¢ cKasana
"moctossHHBIN". OTHBIHE THI CMOXKeIlb TPUHUMATh BCe, UTO g MoTy Tebe maTh, 6e3 KaKoro-nubo
nuTenbHoro yiepba. PasBe XKU3Hb He CTAHET Becesiee? A Tenepb U3BUHM, MHE HYKHO 3aIllOTHUTh

MaTKy".

IxuHHU coOupanach OTBETUTh, HO BCKOpe 00HapyXKuia, YTO He MOXKEeT TOBOPUTh, TaK KakK ['epMuoHa
Hayalla TpaxXxaTh €e CO BCeU CHUJIbI, HaCaXMWBasCh Ha Hee, KaK IUKUM 3BePbh. [IKUHHKU 0CTAaBaIoCh
TOJIBKO TEPIETh, TOKa MOJIpyTa He KOHUUT. [ epMUOHa YyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO OJIM3Ka K 3TOMY.
3ak/MHaHKe He HaJlelInIIo e€ siillaMi, HO OHa YyBCTBOBaJla, KaK BHYTPH HeE YTO-TO MogHuMaeTcsa. Ha
Hee CHU3OIIIIO BIOXHOBEHME, U OHA CxBaTula [[)KMHHY 3a CUCBKH, CKUMas UX BOKPYT CBOErO 4JieHa.
OuryuieHust OBITM HEBEPOSITHHIMU: OHA Tpaxasia JIOHO ¥ CUChKHU [[XKUHHU OmHOBpeMeHHo! [lukue
OILIYIIEeHUS OOBEJIU ee [0 Ipefera, U OHa 3apblyajia, KOrfa cliepMa XJbIHYJia I10 ee CTBOJIy B XKAyllee
moHo [xxuHHU. OHa Kadaja U Kayaja, CliepMa BhITeKasa U3 Hee IIOTOKOM. [[XKWHHYU 3af0XHYJIach,
yBUJIEB, KaK HaOyxaeT 0671aCTh TPy BOKPYT TOJIOBKY 4YjieHa [‘epMUOHB, U TTOHSIA, YTO 9TO, HOJIKHO
OBITH, ee JIOHO HamoJIHSIeTCcs ciepMoi. OHO pa3AyBaiock, I0Ka He CTallo pa3MepoM C ee Irpynb. Ecnu
OT JeBUYBUX YJIEHOB MOXKHO 3a0epeMeHeTh, TO II0CJIe 3TOTO OHa [oIkHa Oblyta 3a0epeMeHneTs. Ee
KHCKa COOpPOTrHYyJIach, KOTa OHa CHOBa KOHYMJIa Ha U3BePrawlluics 4jieH ['epMUOHEL.

Haxkoner; 'epmuona KoHunita. OHa mpo0opMoTana KOHTP3aK/JIMHAHKE, ¥ €€ TUTAHTCKUN CTBOJI
Me[IJIEHHO BHIILIENI U3 Hee, IT0Ka MOJIHOCThIO He UCYe3, I03BOJIUB BHYTPEHHOCTAM [[2KUHHYM BEPHYTHCS
Ha CBOY 3aKOHHBIE MecCTa. [[KMHHU ITOCMOTpeJia Ha CBOIO CJIOMJIEHHYIO IIOAPYTY U yNIBIOHYIack:
pabota Oblna caenaHa xopoio. [Tu3na [XXKWHHY He BHITIISAIENa PAaCTIHYTONH OT OTPOMHOI0
IIPOHUKHOBEHMUS, Jaxke XKUBOT Pa3MdyJics OT CIIePMHI, IpuaaBas el 6epeMenHbld Bu. OHa Oblyia BCS B



TIOTY, @ ee JIKIIO - B COKaX IU3[Hl, ee BEJIMKOJIETHEIE PRIZKUE BOJIOCH ObITH pa30pocaHkl 1Mo romose. Ee
rJ1a3a, OLleTIeHEBIIKe TI0CTIe Opra3Ma, OBUIM yCTPeMIeH: Ha [epMuoHy. [IKUHHHU IIKPOKO
YIBIOHYIIaCh,

"9T0 OB IYYIINH Tpax B MOeH XU3HU", - cKa3asa [IXXKUHHKA. "MEl JOXKHEL JeJIaTh 3TO KaXOVI0 HOYb.
y y
Teneps Tel MeHs pa3Bsaxemb?" OHa MolLIeBeNIUia PyKaMu, EMOHCTPUPYS 3TO.

l'epMmuoHa paccMmessach, IopaXkeHHas TeM, YTO IUII0Xa [0 CUX IOp He MOHSTA, 0 YeM UOEeT PeUb.
"T®I, KaJXeTcs, He IOHUMaelh, Kak 9T0 paboTaeT. ITO He CIIeKTaK/Ib. Thl He KOMaHAYyellb. {1 peliaio,
YTO MHe C T000ii genath. TH - HIKUeMHOe MSICO, U Thl IpUHaAiexuIns Mue. Ha camoM perne... -
CKasaJla OHa, CHOBA B3SB B PYKH IMaiouKy. " cobupaiwch MOMeTUThL Te0sT KaK CBOIO".

l'epMuoOHa HallpaBuia Majo4yKy Ha rpyab [IXKUHHU U 4TO-TO Tpob6opMoTana. [I2KUHHU TOYyBCTBOBAJIA
60Ib B JIEBOY TPYOH: CJIOBa ORICTPO TaTyMPOBAIKCH Ha ee Koxke. OHA TOCMOTpPETIa BHU3 U YBUMEIA,
YTO Haf €€ COCKOM OOJIBITUMHU YePHBIMU OYKBAMM HAIMKMCAHO YTO-TO.

"3meck HamucaHo "IlImoxa I'epMuOHEBI", ¥ THI HUKOT{IA OT 3TOT0 He U30aBUINbCS", - CKa3asa
F'epMuOHa, TIOIIIENAB 110 CJI0BaM, YTOOH ITOKa3aTh 3TO. "XOTS Temeph g AyMai 06 9TOM, 3TO MOKET
ymepkath cJ1ab0BOJIbHAIX JTIOJIeH OT TOTO, YTOOBI MCIIOIL30BaTh Te0S KaK HACUIIbHUK, KOTOPHIM T
saBisgembes. A 3xa..."

['epMuOHa HampaBUjIa CBOIO MAJIOYKY MPSIMO Haf Inenbio [KuHHY, U [[2KUHHU CHOBA IMOYYBCTBOBasa
00JIb.

"3pech HamucaHo "BceM noceTuTensiM noOpo moxkanoBatk", - ckadana [epMmuona. "TaM maxe ecTh
CTpesKa, yKa3klBalollasi BHU3, K TBOEMY OTBEPCTHIO. Temeps BCeM JOIXKHO OBITh SICHO, TI€ ThI
HaXOOMIIbCS. A Temeps!" - CKa3asa OHa, BHE3AIIHO 3arOBOPUB OOIPHIM I'0OJIOCOM, COBCEM HE TTOXOXKUM
Ha ee IIpeXHUe CaguCTCKUe UHTOHAUUM. "MHe eCTh Ky[ja UATH, eCTh C KEM TpaxaThCd. f IIpocTo gaM
Tebe IPOKJISITUE IIUTIOXU U YUOY".

"TIpoknaTue mmoxu?" - 3aukKanach [[KUHHM.

"Hy, 3Haellb, IPOKIATHE, U3-3a KOTOPOT0 4 TaK Havyana. Ha camMmoM fene OHO Jaxe Jydlle, 4YeM g
nymana! OHO IelCTBYeT He TOJIbKO Ha MYXK4YHWH, HO U Ha BCEX, KOT'0 XOTh HEMHOTO IIPHUBIIEKAIOT
IEeBYOHKU. A 9TO 3HAUUT, YTO MHI 06a OymeM IjaBaTh B MOPe KMCOK U YJIEHOB 10 KOHIIa HaIINX AHEH.
Pa3se 310 HE yynmecHo?"



IXVHHYU ITOKayaja rojaoBoit. KoHeuHo, el HpaBUJIOCH OBITH IIII0X0M, HO MBIC/Ib O TOM, YTO OHa
HUKOTTA He CMOXKeT HU C KeM BCTPETUThCST 6€3 TOro, YTOOH ee He IBITAJINCh TPAXHYTh, Ka3ajaach e
CIIMIIKOM [laJIeKUM IaroM. ['epMuoHa BUfesa MaHUKY Ha JHlle MOOPYTH U Hacnaxpaasack er. OHa
TIOJHSIJIA TTaJIOYKY U IMPOU3HECIa CJI0Ba, C HETepPIeHWeM 0Xuias, Kakue U3MeHEeHUs TPOU30UIYT C e
IOIPYTOM.

CHauana y [I)KMHHU BBIPOCJIM BOJIOCH, KOTOPHIE, KOTTIa OHA BCTasla, JOXOOUJIU €U [0 MOIbl. BoJIoCk
IIPeBPaTUNINCh B IBE KOCUUKH, KOTOPBIE CBUCAIU C MaKyILIKXA. Bce BOOCH HUXKE IIeU UCYE3JIH,
JIMILIKUB €€ MUJIOM IOCaJ0YHOU IIOJI0CHL U OCTaBUB KUCKY JIbICOM. Ha nuIle mosiBUIICS MakUsAXK, HE B
TaKOU CTeleHU, Kak y ['epMUuOHEI, HO JOCTaTOYHO. HaHeCeHHbIN 0-IUIeTaHTCKU, OH ITOAYepPKuBaJl
ee TJla3a, OTYEr0 OHU Ka3a/luCch OONBIINMY U HEBUHHHIMU. 3aTeM ['epMuOHa C yOUBIIEHMEM OTMETHIIA,
YTO YallleYKUu ,[[}KI/IHHI/I Ha4aJld YMEHbIIAThCA, a HEe YBEJIMUUBATLCA, IIPDEBPATHUBIINCE B MAJIECHEKUE
TOPCTKY C TBEPOLIMU COCKaMM Ha BepiruHe. OO a¢pdbekT npunaBan [IKUHHY BUJI Ha [Tapy JIeT
MoJjioXKe. ['epMuOHa oAyMara, 4To ey Mo-IIpekHeMy MOXKHO [aTh BOCEMHAAIaTh, B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT
TOTO, YTO Ha HeW HafleTo, HO ee HOBHIM 00JIMK, CKOpee BCEero, yIOBIETBOPUT HECKOJIBKO GaHTa3ul
obuTaTesnei 3aMKa. MyXK4YrWHaM BCeTfla XO0TeJIOCh IPUTBOPUTLCS, YTO OHU TPAxXaloTCs C YEM-TO
He3aKOHHEIM.

l'epMuoHa XUXMKHYIA. "YBepeHa, Teneps TH Oyaels MpuBIeKaTh K cebe MHOTO BHUMAHUS. A Teleps
s moimy. MHoro men. Het, st He cobupaioch TeOst pa3Bsi3bBaTh", - CKa3aja OHAa B OTBET Ha
YMOJISIOmUM B3rsan [IXuHHY. f yBepeHa, 4To KTO-HUOYIb U3 TBOUX COCEMel 10 KOMHATEe, KOTOPEIe
TOYHO He CIIyIIa/M, KaK s Tpaxal TBOM MO3TH, OyOeT JOCTAaTOYHO Iedp, YToOR 0CBOOOOUTE TeOs.
[TpaBma, oHM MOTYT I0TpeboBaTh MaTy Bruepen!"

l'epMuoHa pa3fBUHYJa 3aHaBECKY BOKPYT KPOBAaTU [[KWHHY, OCTaBUB KOMHATY OTKPLITOX. OHA
CJIBIIIaJia TSAXKeJoe ObIXaHue, JOHOCUBIIEECS C OCTaJIbHEIX YeTHpeX KpoBaTeu. "YBugumcs yrpom!"” -
KPUKHYJIa OHA, BEIXOAS U3 KOMHATH. OHa yXKe Ciblllana, Kak K [[KUHHYU IOAXOOAT OPYTrUe OEeBOYKY,
TOTOBEIE IPOTSAHYTH PYKY IIOMOIIIH.
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