OBeNuHH BUAEA, YTO HMIIEpPaTop OmToH OBLI HE B BOCTOpre OT ee IPUCYTCTBHUSA, OOHAKO 3TO HE TaK
CHJIBHO O€CIIOKOHJIO €e, KdK OHa AyMalia.

Heponro OyMasi, OHa Cejla PSAOgOoM C 3TUMHU OBYMS JIIOOBEMM, HO IIOTOM BCIIOMHHMIIA, 9YTO e}l He XBaTHUJIO
COBCEM HEMHOTO 110 [IaToi CTyIIeHH, K TOMY K€ OHa 2K€Hd CaMOT'O BIIMATEJIbHOI'O Ye€JIOBEKa Ha
KOHTHHEHTe Bennukroro MOpH, YTO IIpUAalo en YBEPEHHOCTHU B TOM, YTO OHA CUOUT C HUMHU HapPaBHE.

Wmnepatop Jlyuc JITOH mepeBes B3I Ha [I9BuUca, KOTrfla ero KpacuBhE U AbSIBOJIbCKUE YEPTEHI
JIUIIa TIOSBUJIUCH B ITOJIe UX 3peHusi. OH BHITJIAEN 3/IHIM C OJIeIHBIM JIMIIOM, OfHAKO [[3BUC 3HAJ, YTO
C 3TUM 4eJI0BEKOM JIETKO CONU3UTHCS, IOCKOIBKY OH 3HaJI, Kak TOT ce0s BemeT.

TeM He MeHee, Ha 3TOT pa3 [[3BUC IIOYYBCTBOBA/I CEPbE3HOCTh U TOPXKECTBEHHOE HACTPOEHUE,
ucxopsilee 0T uMIneparopa Jlyuca JIIToHa.

HiMnepaTop OWITOH, CUAEBIINY MIPSIMO, TOCTy4Yall ajblieM II0 IOAJIOKOTHUKY, a 3aTEM CJIerKa
HaKJIOHUJICA BIlepern: "Mos xkeMuyxkvrHa, Mos fnoub lupiau nponana”.

II9BUC clerkKa pacIIupul I'1a3a, U IBeJIMHH TOXKe, HO B IpeyBeIndYeHHOM cMEbIce. OHa MOPTHYyIa U
IIOBEPHYJIack, YTOOH TIOCMOTPETH Ha [I3BHCa.

" 4T0?" [I3BUC OTKPLUI POT C paCTEPSIHHBLIM B3TJISANOM, TaK KaK II04YBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO €T0
TI0JI03PEBal0T, CYAs 10 TOHY cobeceqHUKa.

B03M0XkHO, ©UMIIEpATOP JIITOH IIOJ03PEBaAI €r0 B TOM, YTO OH CKphIBaeT lllupnu?
VimmepaTop JiToH cy3un Ia3a: "OHa mpormasa 6oee OBYX €T Ha3af'".
"M 4T0?" [I3BUC IPOCTO IOBTOPHUII CBOM BOIIPOC, HaMEPEeBasiCh 3aCTaBUTh €r0 IIEPEeUTH IPSIMO K Oeny.

"BBl €M CTBUTENBHO He 3HaeTe UM MPUTBOPSETeCh HeBexXKOou?" ToOH uMIepaTopa JIITOHA 3By4anl
HEMHOT'0 arpeCCUBHO.

II3BHC TOIBKO IIOKAYaJI TOJIOBOM, €T0 B3TJIA OBUT HEBO3MYTHM.

Ha HecKoNbKO CEKyH[] 3a CTOJIOM BOIlap#jIaCh THIIMHA, TPEXKIe YeM UMIIepaTop JIITOH ClierKa
B3[IOXHYI.

"Mos pous upnu He ¢ Bamu?" "Co MHOU? [Touemy umnepaTop JIITOH Tak gymaeT?" [13BUC
OTKUHYJICS Ha CTYJe, YCIIBIIIaB COMHUTENbHEIN TOH cobecenHruka. OH He pacCMesiCsi, HO B3TJISIT €r0
OBLI CIIOKOEH.

"Korma s roBopuiI 0 60ojee 4eM OBYX rofiax, s UMeJjI B BUAY TPH, X YTO OHA IIPOoIlajia C TeX IOop, KaK BHI
IIOXKEHUJINCH".
ViMmepaTop JIITOH JOCTaJ MACHMO U IIOJIOKHUJI €T0 Ha CTOJ, iepXkKa ero B PyKe.

[I9BUC yBUOEN NIMCHMO U NEepPeBeNT B3TJIA Ha UMIlepaTopa JIToHa: "Kakoe OTHOIIEHNUE 3TO UMEET KO
MHe?"

"9To UMeeT OTHOIIeHue K Tebe".

IaBrc Opocus B3rsig Ha JBENIUHH U IPOTAHYN PYKYy K IUCHMY. B34B ero B pyKy, OH OTKDPHUI U
IIPOILETICS [I0 HEMY TJIa3aMH.



IToporou KOpONIeBCKUM OTEll,

K Tomy BpeMeHH, KOTfia Bbl HalifieTe 3TO MMUChMO B MOeW KOMHaTe, 51 Oyny yXke He B MMnepuu JIITOH,
a I7e-To elne, rjae-To JaJeKo, BO3MOXKHO, B OIIACHOM MECTe.

B cuny o0CTOSITENHCTB, 1 HE MOTY co001IUTL BaM 06 9TOM CBOEM pellleHUH TUYHO, ONHAKO, ITPOCTO
3HalTe 00 3TOM (haKTe.

4 cobupaiock peann3oBaTh CBOU aMOUIINHY, laxke ecyIu 3T0 OyJeT o3HaduaTh MO0 CMEPTE.
[Tpo¥ayT roppl, IpexXae YeM Thl CHOBA YBUAUIID MeHS, lIaPCTBEHHEBIN OTEll.
IIpocTu MeHS...

- Hlupnu JuToH

I'nmaza [I3BUCa OepHYIKUCH, KOTOA OH IMIPOYXTAJl MMChMO, HalmucaHHoe Ha A3rike HebGecHbrx CrioB
KPacCHBBIMY ¥ 3aBOPaXKMBAIIUMU MITPUXaMHU.

OpHaKo MUCbMO OBIJIO HACTOJIBKO TYMaHHBIM, HACKOJIBKO 9TO BOOOIIEe BO3MOXKHO!

Ee amOummu?

YTo 3TO JOJIKHO OBIJIO 03HAUATh? BHIIO 7T 3TO KyNbTUBUPOBaHue? Miu 9T0 ObLT OH?
HWiMeHHO 1103TOMYy UMIIepaTop JIUTOH MOLyMall U CBA3aJl €€ CTpeMJIEHUEe C HUM?

"MHe 60JIbHO BUIETDH, KaK OHA OflepKUMa KeM-TO HeIoCSITaeMbIM, II09TOMY eJUHCTBEHHOE
CTpeMJieHue, KOTOpoe 51 3Haj 0 Hel, KpoMe ITyTH KyJIbTUBALUU - 9TO THI".

[I3BUC CHOBa OTKUHYJI T'OJIOBY, llepefaBasi IUCbMO JBEJIMHH, He OTBOIS B3IJIAAa OT UMIlIepaTopa
DIITOHA.

"Ecnu OBl He ee CKpUKab XKHU3HU, KOTOPAs YKa3kIBaeT Ha TO, YTO OHA BCe ellle XKUBa, 5 OB
3anopmo3pun Tebs B ee yOuiicTBe".

II9BUC BHYTpPEeHHE 3aCTOHAJI, 1300pa3uB KPUBYIO YIBIOKY, OOHAKO, OH ObLI mopaxeH: "B UMnepun
OIITOH €CTh CKPMXKaIX KU3HU?".

'Y Hac ecTh MeTO[ UX CO3[aHUs, HO HET PeCypCoB, OOHAKO, II0CJIe TOT0, KaK MOs J0Yb IIPOoIljia
WCIIBITaHKe, MBI CMOTJIA coOpaTh HEOOXOAUMEIE PECYPCHI [T UX CO3aHus."

"[lyxoBHBIE KaMHHU..." [I3BUC KUBHYJI ['OJI0BOM B 3HAK COTJIaCus.
OnHako OyXOBHBIE KaMHU OBLIN JIMIIL OMHUM U3 OCHOBHBIX HHI'DEIUEHTOB.

Yro KacaeTcsa OPYI'uX UHTPEOUEHTOB U MaTE€PHUAJIOB, I/IMHepI/IH HopeT HE 06na11ana HNMH, II03TOMY OHHU
BCe€ ellle He MOI'JIM CO30aBaThb TabJIeTKY KU3HH.

"f1 Mcnob30Bas 3Ty eMUHCTBEHHYIO TabIeTKY XKU3HU, YTOOR Pa3MECTUTh B HEW HUTH OYLIN MOen



nodepu. Bo3MOXKHO, OHa XKUBa, HO €e MECTOHAX0XIeHNe HEeU3BECTHO" .
[I3BUC HE3aMETHO MOPTHYIL.

3HAUUT, UMIIepaTop JILITOH IIOA03PEBAaET, UTO S YTO-TO C HEU Cheal U gepxkai ee B meHy. Ero
BooOpaxkeHue, KOHEYHO, OCTABIIsIET 000 MHE IIJIOXO€E BIIeYaTIEHUE.

OpHakKo OH MOXKET IOHSTh, UTO OB TJIAaBHBIM ITOJI03PEBAaEMBIM, ¥ MOXKET CMyTHO IIPeICTaBUTh cebe
MYKH OTIIa.

II9BHC UCKPEHHE MTOKayaJ IojioBoi: "f BooOIe ee He Bumen".
"Cypmd o cofepzKaHHUIO ee MIUChMa, ICHO, YTO OHA yIIlJIa B CTOPOHY OITaCHOM 30HEI".

HWmMnepaTop OIITOH KUBHYJI T'OJIOBOM: "f TOXe paccMaTpUBall TaKyl BO3MOXKHOCTD. f 1OCIan MHOTUX
moper u3 Moel Mmepuu ucCiemoBaTh BCe OlMacHbIE 30HBI Ha KOHTHHEHTe Benukoro Mops."

"IIo cux 1MOpP OHU IIPOBEPSIIM TOIHKO BHEITHIOW Imepudepuio OnacHLIX 30H, PacCIpalldBasi JIIONen o
TOM, UYTO TaM ¥ Kak, HO, II0X0XKe, 3TO OBIJI0 6e3pe3yIbTaTHO".

II9BHC MMOJTOKKII TOAOOPONOK Ha CIIeIJIEHHBIE TaJbIlE, a JIOKTH ITOCTABUII Ha CTOJI, PA3MBIIITISIS O
TOM, Kyfa Mornia yiTtu [llupnu. i3HauanbHO OH He UMeJ HU MaJieHIlnero mpefcTaBlIeHus o ee
MECTOHAX0XIeH!UH!, HO TellepPh MOT CTPOUTh HEKOTOPHIE JOTaIKH.

"Torga maBaliTe U3MEHUM Halll 06pa3 MEICTIEl, HeT, He 06pa3 MEBICJIEN, a TO, YTO MBI YIIYCTHUIIH,
IIPOUTHOPUPOBAIN".

"IIpourHopupoBay, 1 He AyMalo, YTO 5 YTO-TO MPOUTrHOpUpoBan". UMnepaTop SIUTOH HaXMYpPHUJIICH.
"Kakoro ypoBHS KyJIbTUBAlU OHA JOCTUIJIA IO TOrO, Kak IIporasna?" 3afgai Boupoc [I3Buc.

HWMnepatop OITOH 3aAyMaliCsl Ha MTHOBEHUE, IIpeX/e YeM OTBETUTh Ha ero Bompoc: "Cragus
CeMeHHU 3akoHA".

'TloueMy oH caenan may3y? MoxkeT nu O6bITh, uTo [Iupnu cKpbiBana cBoe 06pa3oBaHue OT OTIA?
'C KaKoH 11eJ1pio?"

"Kakou ypoBeHb?" MMIlepaTop JIITOH HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Pa3MBILUIAJ, IPeXae YyeM OTBeTUTh: " He
yBepeH. B To BpeMs OHa yXke JaBHO focTuria craguu CeMeHu 3akOHa, Tak 4TO, KOT[a OHa IIpoIasia,
OHa oKHa Oblyta OBITH Ha CpefiHeM YpoBHe cTapuu CeMeHu 3aKoHa".

I9BKC PA3MHIIUISITT HECKOIBKO CEKYH]I, pexae yeM chopMupoBa 000CHOBAaHHOE MPEIIOI0KEeHUe.,

9ta uHdopMalusg 3aceKpedeHa U He NOCTYIHa Jaxe AnbsHCy XpaHuTteneit. OgHaKo pUHIIECCA
[Ivpnu monXKHa BlIageTh 3TOM HHPOpPMallMel, TaK KaK OHa Ipolia ucneitanue Kopons". OH BOpyT
yneIOHyIICS: "TeM He MeHee, OHa peluiaa CKPEITh 3TO OT COOCTBEHHOT'0 OTIIa".

"Yro T UMeelllb B BUy?" MMIiepaTop JUITOH He MOT He HaKJIOHUTh ['OJIOBY BIlepeq, Xejlas y3HaThb
0obIire 00 9TOM CEeKPEeTHOH MH(POPMAIHH.

"BriosHe BO3MOXKHO, 4TO OHa TaHO IIpopBajach Ha IllecTyio CTyneHb yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMS 1



BoImia B [IepBhil crioit".
"Uro!?"

HMmepaTop JOWITOH BCTAl B 1m0Ke U TpemeTe. OH, Ka3aloch, Kadall rOJI0BOM B HEBEPUHU, OOpMOYa:
"9TOro HE MOXKET OBITh...".

Bupsi, Kak uMIepaTop JIITOH BefleT ce0s KaK OTell, IOTEePSIBIINI CBOIO IparoleHHyI0 104k, [[9BUC
BHYTPEHHE B3[[OXHYJI 3a HETO.

"He BonHy¥cs. He3aBUCHMEBIM TPOCTPAaHCTBEHHBIN IITI03 B [1epBEI CJ10M Gojiee Wi MeHee CKPHIT OT
rias3 Macc."

"Tloka oHa CKphIBaeT ceOsl ¥ OelCTBYeT OCTOPOKHO, OHa He BCTPETUT HUKAKOM OTIaCHOCTH".

VimmepaTop JmTOH OPOCUIT B3TJISAM B CTOPOHY [[9BHCA, X €T0 B3TJISA[ 3ajepKajicsd Ha HeM Ha
HECKOJIbKO CEKYH,.

II9BUC 4yBCTBOBa/I Ha cebe MPUCTAJIbHLIM B3TJISA UMIepaTopa JimToHa. OH 3HaJ, YTO co0eceIHUK
IBITAETCS HAWTH YTO-TO B €T0 CJIOBAX M BHIPAXKEHUH JIUIA, HO OH OBII MAKCHMAaJIbHO CIIOKOEH.

"Ecnu Thl CHOBa BepHeIIbCs Ha [1epBhI ypOBEHb, CMOXKEIIb JIX Thl IIOMOYb ei?" HeOXHUAaHHO
crpocun MmmepaTop SIITOH, €ro TOH OTHOCUTENbHO CMATYHUIICS.

"Koneuno!" yxMmeinpHyNCS [9BUC, - "HO He paccyuThBall Ha 3TO. f CMOTy IOMOYb €M, TOJIBKO €CJU
MBI CMOK€eM BCTPETUTHCS Ha 3TOM OTPOMHOU TEPPUTOPUU".

ViMmepaTop JIITOH MOT4Yasl HECKOIBKO CEKYHI, ero B3TJIsA[ ObLI Cllerka PaCCessHHBIM.
"Xopo1o", - HaKOHEII MPOU3HeC OH ¥ CHOBa HaeNl CBOM KAaITIOIIIOH.

OH B3neTen B He00, HO BHE3aITHO OCTAHOBUJICS, BHITSHYB PYKY. [IMCEMO B pyKe IBEJIUHH IIOJIETENIO B
€ro CTOPOHY.

“Tvl, HABEPHOE, CaMas CHYaCT/IMBas XKeHIHA 3a BCI0 UCTOpHI0 KonTuHeHTa Benukoro Mops".
KoMmmeHTapui uMnepaTopa JIITOHA IIPO3By4Yasl 9X0M, KOTia OH JIeTeJI K TOPU30HTY.

OBeNMHH B3IPOTHYJIA OT HEOXKUOAHHOCTH, HO TIOTOM €€ JINIIO 03apuiIa yIIbiOKa.

"39T0 elne NPeaCTOUT yBUOETS..."

[3BuC HEOPEKHO CHea 3aMeYaHre, KOTOPOe CMYTHUIIO OBEJIMHH, KOT/Ia OHa II0BEPHYIACh, YTOOHI
TIOCMOTPETH Ha HETO.

"Yro THI UMeeIb B BULY?"
"9-3... Huuero..." [IaBHC O0TKa3aJiCsl OTBEYATh, YIIbI0ASCh.

[To ero MHEHMIO, DBEJIMHH MIPOCTO 3al[MK/IMIIAaCh Ha €r0 3rou3Me, He 0C000 yIauIuBOM.
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