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Xapu ¢ yKacoM CMOTpesia Ha MOJIO[OT0 YeJoBeKa, KOTOPHIM 3a0aBHO Habmoman 3a Heit. OHa
Me[JIEHHO ITepeBefia MOJIHbIM y2Kaca B3TJIA[ C eT0 BeIMKOJIEeMHbIX K0OaIbTOBHIX I'7la3 Ha HUYero He
nofo3peBaoiero Xenduaca MapcToHa u unnota-MuHucTpa Kopuenuyca ®amxa. OHU U BOPSMb
TIOHSITUS He UMEeJH, Iepel KeM CUAAT. "Brl X0TUTe, YTOOH! 4... BHIIIIa 3aMyXK 3a Tomaca Pugmna?"
3a/I0XHy/ach OHa.

MapcToH KuBHY. "KOHTpaKT Obls u3y4yeH. OH [elcTBUTeNEeH. 4 MOHKMMalo, YTO 3TO 10K, HO ¥ Bac
IEeNCTBUTEILHO HET BbIOOpa. Bamy npefky 3aKiI0YUIIN OTOBOP, YTOOH HE IaTh ABYM OU€Hb
MOTYI[eCTBEHHBIM JIMHUSM BEIMEPETD".

"CtpanHo, uto Jam0Onmop He moiresn ¢ BamMu", - exugHo nobasun ®amxk, 6POCUB Ha Hee MOJTHBIN
OTBpallleHus B3rysh. "Brl m;Boe 00BIYHO pa3pabaThiBaeTe CBOIO JI0XKb BMecTe".

Xapu nepeBesia B3rJia Ha Hero. Ee u3yMpynHele riia3a cTalu XO0JIOOHBIMU. "f He Takas 1ackoBas
co0ayKa, KaK BH JyMaeTe, MUHUCTP. B 0TJIM4YMe 0T HEKOTOPHIX JII0fiel, KOTOPhIe [IeflaloT Kaphepy Ha
JIKY, S MOTY IIPUHATE PellleHNe, He cupairBas MHeHus [Jambimopa. f He cooOLII eMy O BEI30BE,
TakK KakK yCcTaj OT BMelllaTeJIbCTBa 3TOTO AypaKa B MOIO KKU3Hb. Eciu OBl MHE y[anoch 3aCTaBUTh BCEX
OCTaJIbHBEIX yOpaThCs BOCBOSCH, 51 ObLJI OBl B IIOJIHOM BOCTOpre".

®amx yOuBIEHHO MOPTHYJI, €ro JIUI0 CTaJIo MyPIIyPHO-KPAaCHBIM OT T'HEBa Ha e€ KOJIKOCTh, a Pummn
TIOTIEPXHYJICS, yCTAaBUBIIKCH Ha He€. OH ObUI HECKOJIBKO YIUBIIEH, YBUEB, KaK B ee rIa3ax
MEJIbKHYJIO Y3HaBaHUe, KoTrfa oHa mpuiina. OTKyna oHa ero 3HaeT? OH gyMarl, YTO HUKTO, KpOMe
IOam06nmopa, He 3HAET ero Kak Tomaca Pummia. OmHaKoO OHA ero 3Haja U, TeM He MeHee, CIIOKOMHO
BOIIIJIA U CeJla PSIOM C HUM, a He 00bsIBHIIA.

Xapwu nepeBesa B3TIISI C MUHHCTPA Ha Hero. "He Moriu Ob MBI IIOTOBOPUTDL HaeIWHE, MTPeXe 4eM s
IpUMYy pelueHue?"

YeM TYT TOBOPHUTH? OpaxkeHHO mpoBopyal Pamx. "BrIxogu 3a Her MYXK UJIU IIOTEePselb
"O ye 0BO ?" pa3gpaxkeHHo npoBopuan Pa "Brixomu 3a HEro 3a orepsie

BCE .

"¢1 6B1 XO0Tema yOemUTHCS, YTO TOT YEJIOBEK, COBEPIIEHHO He3HAKOMEIH, He coOupaeTcs OUTh MeHs,
CBSI3BIBATH UJIM MHBIM 00pa30M IpeBpalaTh MOIO XKHU3Hb B afl, MPeXkae YeM 5 COTJIalIyCh Ha 3TO,
IIOTOMY 4TO, IOBEPhTE, €CTh BEIIU U ITOXYKe, YeM OTCYTCTBUE AeHEeT MU HEBO3MOKHOCTb
pa3MaxuBaTh MMAI0YKOU. f BIOMHE IPUBLIK XKUTh KaK Marjil ¥ HU4ero He UMeTh, MUHUCTP. f MpoXu
IecsTh JIEeT, faXKe He 3HasA O CyIIeCTBOBAaHMY Maruu. f BbKMBai 0e3 Maruu Kaxkfoe j1eTo. Bcio cBoio
JKW3Hb 5 MPOXKUII 0e3 rpoina B KapMaHe. ¢ 3Hal0, KaK KUTh 0e3 IeHer, ¥ MeHs 9TO He cMymaeT. S
IIepeKu AEeTCTBO, KOrma KO MHe OTHOCHUIIMCEH KakK K JoMoBoMY 37b(y. Ho 51 0TKa3kiBaloCh MPOBECTH
OCTaTOK JKM3HU, IPUBSI3aHHBIN K KOMY-TO, KTO OymeT o6paluiaThCsi CO MHOM KakK C lepbMoM".

"fA3wik!" npoumnen Xendrac MapcToH, TopaXkeHHbIH TOBeleHNeM BeIbMEBI-IIOIPOCTKA.



Xapu Opocusia Ha HeTO IPe3pUTENIbHBIN B3TJISAM, a 3aTeM CHOBa oOpaTuiach K Pugmny. "HUTax...
MucTep Pummm, He Moriu Okl MBI IIOTOBOPUTH HaeOuHe, TOTOMY YTO S He COTJIALIYCh Ha 3TO, eCJIU He
Oynmy yooBiieTBOpeHa TeM, KakK 0y[eT IMPOXOAUTh Hallla CYNpyxKecKas XKHU3Hb?"

"Jlopn, BooO1e-To0." PUANT YXMBUIBHYJICS, 3a0aBgsCh TEM, KaK OHa 3aCTaBHJIa MUHUCTPA 0XaTh U
axaTte. "Jlopg Cnuzepun".

Xapu cysua Ha Hero rja3a. Bel MeHs He nyraete. "Jlopg Cnu3epuH, - A3BUTENIBHO IIOBTOPHUIIA OHA, -
Ha 1apy cjoB?"

Punnm MUTOCTHBO KUBHYJI, faXKe 3a0aBIIssCh ee JeP30CThI0, ¥ IMOTHSJICS Ha HOTH. MepJuH, HUKTO He
CTOSJI C HUM IIJIeYOM K IIJIeuy BOT TakK y2Ke HEeCKOJIbKO gecaTtunetuu! To, 4To BegbMa He cTajla
XUTPUTh U VHUKATHCS Iepell HUM, TpufaBajo cui. OTOHb, IbIJIaBIIN B HEN, BHI3HIBAJI B HEM
OTBETHYIO peakIuio, ¥ OH 3a/iajiCs BOIIPOCOM, OyIeT Jii OHa TaKOM Ke IBIIKOM B mocTenu. "KoHedHo,
mucc [ToTTep, s MOHKUMAI0, YTO ITO MIPOUIOIIIIO HEOXKUIAHHO, U Y BaC HaBEPHSKA €CTh BOIIPOCHL. A
YBEPEH, YTO Y BaC €CTh KOMHATA, KOTOPYIO MBI MOTJIX OBl HCIIOIb30BATh".

"Ila, ma, KOHEYHO", - 3aMKasiCh, MpoudHec Muctep MapcToH. OH yKa3aj Ha gBepb COOKY OT CBOETO
KaOuHeTa. "JTa gBepb BefeT B HeOObIIYI0 KOMHATY".

Pupnn ramanTHO yKa3an [1oTTepy ciemoBaTh 3a HUM.

XapH HEeOOBEPYHBO IIOCMOTPETIA Ha HETO, 3aTeM ITepeCeKila KOMHATY U BOIIJId B OBEPD. Ona
IIOJ0KOasa, II0Ka OH BOUIET M HAJIOXKUT 3alIUTy, IIpexnae 94eM IIPOU3HEeCTH XOTh CJIOBO.

"Yro 3a ueproBimuHa?! Trl ¢ yma comen?! Het, He oTBeuarTe. KoHeuyHO XKe, ma". OHa 3aKpryaja Ha
Hero. "THl IPOCTO BalbCUPYEIIb B MUHNUCTEPCTBE U 3aCTaBJIsgelllb MUHUCTPA, KOTOPHIM OTKA3bIBAETCS
IIPU3HATh, YTO TH BOOOIIE KUB, TOBOPUTh MHE, UTO S [NOJIKHA BEIUTH 3a Te0s 3aMyK? Brl XOTuUTE,
yTOORI 51 yMepa! Kakoro yepra s MOJI2KHA BHIXOOUTH 3a TeOs 3aMyK?! Brl IefiCTBUTEIBHO 0XKHIAETE,
YTO S IIPOCTO CBSAXKY cebs ¢ Bamu? CIIOKONHO BOMY B TBOM XOPOIIO OXPaHseMbIHM 10M, UTOOBI ThI MOT
IIBITATh ¥ YOMBATh MEHS B CBOE YOOBOJILCTBUE? UeM 3TO Iydllle, YeM IMOTEePSITh BCe M KUTh KaK Mari?
Y Kak, 4epT BO3bMH, THI BHITJIIOUIIL KaK OBaAIlaTUIeTHUHN Tomac Punmi, a He Kak TBOsSI OObIYHAS
3Meenono0OHas MeCTUIEeCITUIIETHSIS TUYHOCTh, Jlopa Bongemopt?"

Pupnnm nmpucioHumncs K cTeHe u ¢ 3a0aBHBIM HeOBepPUEM CITyiIas, Kak [ToTTep HaOpachBaeTCs Ha
Hero. OHa BEIPA3UTEIPHO Pa3MaxuBajla PyKaMu, BEIpaXasi CBOE HeIOyMeHHe, THEB, KpailHee HeBepue
B TO, YTO y HETO XBATHUJIO HATJIOCTH BHIKUHYTDb MOJOOHBIN TPIOK. HUKTO Tak Ha Hero He pyraics. Bce
KJTQHSJIUCh, YVHUKAJIMCh U HAJESIUCh, YTO OH HE PEIIUT UX PACIISITh WK ellle 4ero moxyxe. OHa
BCKPHUKHYJIA, yIIepya PyKy B Oegpa ¥ TKHYJIA MMajIbIlleM B er0 CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO OH OBII HEMTOCTYIITHBIM
pebGeHKOM, a ITOTOM B Jocafie ITPOBeJIa MabIlaMH 10 BOJIOCAM.

YV pebGeHKa HUKOTMIa HEe XBATaJIO 3[PaBOTO CMEIC/Ia 605ThCs ero. OHa BRHIKPUKHUBAJIA €r0 UM, KaK
OyaTo aTo 6b1T0 MycTsiKoM. OHa YXMBIISAIACh U COMHEBAJIACh B €T0 3PaBOMEIC/INU, Opocast eMy B
JIUII0 OCKOPOJIeHNS U3 IPOIIJIOTO, TOKa OH He MIPUXOAUI B SIPOCTh, @ TOTOM CMEeSIach,
nepeOpackBasiCh C HUM 3aKJIMHaHUSAMU. Ternepb oHa Oblyla OHA B 9TOM KOMHATE ¥ CMOTpeJla Ha Hero.



OH X1BO BCIIOMHUJI [Iy3J1b Ha Knapbure. OH IOMHUI, KakK ObLT TOTPSICEH €€ CTOMKOCTBIO, HECMOTPS
Ha OUeBU[IHBIM CTpax nepepn cutyanuei. Ee cuna Ovlna noTpscalolied faxe B YeTHIPHAALATE JIET, a
ee 3HaHMS 3aKIMHaHUY, Korpaa [laMOnoop mepXkai ee B HeBeleHUH, ObIIM yOUBUTENbHEL. OH,
KOHEYHO, HUKOTIa He IPU3HaBaJicd B 3ToM 6raroroBeHuu. Het, oH n3o0paxas spocTh 1 HaCMEIIKY.

"YTo OBI BBl CHOEJANM, €CTH OB OHU Y3HANIM Bac?" SPOCTHO CIIPOCHUIIA OHA TIOCTIe MUHYTHOTO
MOJTYaJIMBOTO B3TJISAMIA.

"O6nmuBuTHpyto ux". OH OTBETHUII, IT0KAB IJIeYaMHu.

Xapu MeTasach 0 MaJeHbKOU KOMHATe, KakK TUTD B KJIeTKe. Bo3MyllleHre U CTpaxX HaKaThiBalk Ha
Hee BOJIHAMU, KOTJa OHa OCO3HaBajla CUTyalulo. "OTOT KOHTPAKT JeUCTBUTENIbHO AEUCTBUTEJIEH UJIU
THI KAKAM-TO 00pa3oM CyMeJ ero co3maTh? YTo TH OT 9TOr0 MOAy4uis? YTo 3a 6e3yMHYI0 CXEMY THI
npugymana’?"

Pupnnn momozkpart, MoKa OHa YCIIOKOUTCST ¥ MOJT4a MMOCMOTPUT Ha HETro, IOJIOXKUB PyKH Ha Oempa,
mpexe YeM OTBEeTHUTh. "[Ipexkne BCero, Koe-KTo, - OCKaJIuCsd OH, - O4YEBUIHO, BEICJIEKHABAET U
YHUUYTOXKAeT BaXKHEBIE [JI9 MeHs apTedakTsl".

Xapu yxMbIIbHYTack. "[la, ¥ TpefcTaBbTe MOe YOUBJIEHHE, KOTa TeHb, KOTOPYIO S YHUYTOXKHIIA Ha
BTOPOM KypcCe, ITOSIBUJIaCh CHOBA, TOJIBKO HEMHOTO CTaplle, CUAs B MUHUCTEPCTBE HAIIPOTUB
3a0BIBYMBOI0 MUHKUCTPA".

A, Tak BOT OTKyHa OHa ero 3Haja. U Bce XKe, ero fHeBHUK! OH OCKalIuJCs; SPOCTh HAa MTHOBEHUE
CKOBaJIa BO3[IyX BOKPYT HETO0, IIpexje 4YeM OH B3sUI ee o[ KOHTPOJIb. OH OBIT 3[eCh C OIpeneeHHON
1enbo. CpouHasi, IOTEeHIIMAIbHO OYEHb BpeaHasi, eC/ii ee He BBIIIOJIHUTG. "B pe3ynbTaTe s BEpHYII
cebe paccynok u mpexHioio ¢opmy. He TOT pe3ynbTaT, Ha KOTOPHIM Hafessics [JaMOnmop, s yBepeH".
OH yXMBIJIbHYJICS, KOTHa Ifla3a Xapy pacliupuiInch. "Bo-BTOPHIX, Aa. 9 KAy, 4TO THl BHIMEIIL 3a
MeHs 3aMyXK. KoHTpakT HacTosumi. OH MOSBUIICS Ha CTOJIe MOEr0 MeHeXkepa 1o paboTe ¢
KJINEHTaMH B cepefuHe Masi. Torga s OB IOTPSICEH He MeHbIIle, YeM Thl ceriyac. 1 IOHSATUS He
MMel0, TI0YeMy OH IIOSIBUJICS UMEHHO TOorfaa. Y MeHS eCThb II0A03PeHue, YTO OH CBI3aH C TOU
IIOCJIefHEeN YaCTUYKOU OyIIM, KOTOpas BepHYJach IPUMEPHO B TO Xe BpeMd". OH caenan
MHOT'03HAUUTEJBHYIO I1ay3y.

Xapu ckpectuna pyku. "[uamema PetiBenkso". OHa TaKOHUYHO COOOIIMIa MY, CHOBa
YXMBIJIBHYBILKUCH, KOTAa €ro rja3a BCIBIXHY/IU KpacHBIM. "[la magHo! KoHeYHO, MBI YHUUTOXUIN UX
IOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI BHI MOTJIM IIOHSTH, C KEM U3 HUX MBI KMeJIH fiefio. MepiuH, TBOS AyIa, HOIKHO
OBITH, TIOX02Ka Ha KyCOYKu KoHpeTTu!"

OH O6pocun Ha Hee KMHXKAJbHEIN B3rsaa. HukTo He cMen! "HaKoHEN-TO, - IIUIIEN OH, - KOHTPAKT ObLI
3aKJII0Y€eH [JI51 TOTO, UTOOBI Hallll TMHUK He BRIMUPaiu. 1o cyTH, OH He faeT HaM yOuBaTh APYyT
npyra. { goniro pa3MBIIUIAN Hafl TEM, UTO CHefiajia TBOS MaTh, YTOOH! 3aLUTUTE Tebs B TY HOYb. ITO
CUJIbHO 03aJjlauMBasio MeHS Ha MPOTAXKEeHUN MHOTUX JieT. Teleps S 3Hal0, 4YTO AeJi0 OBIJI0 He B Hell U
He B Tebe. [lesio B 3TOM IPOKISATOM KOHTpaKTe. [TriTasick youTh nocnenHero [1oTTepa, 1 Hapymui
YCIJIOBUSI KOHTPAKTA. ITO CTOUJIO MHE Tejla. ITO CTOUIIO OBl MHE CaMOM XKU3HU, €CJH OBl 1 He TTPUHSTT



Mephl. Eciu KTo-To 13 Hac 6ymeT criocoOCTBOBAThH CMEPTH APYTOr0, MEI TOXKE YMPEeM, ¥ 9TO
3aCTaBJIIET MEHS 3aAyMaThCs O TaK Ha3bIBAEMOM IIPOPOYECTBE, KOTOPOE TOBOPUT O TOM, UTO MBI
IOJIKHBI YOUTH IPYT OPYra, MOCKOJbKY OPEBHUM KOHTPAKT 3allpellaeT 3TO fAeaTh".
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