OH nepeOparcs moj YKPEITHE U3 CKPIOUEHHBIX BETBEeHM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO HOXKIb CHOBA Havall
HAKpaIbIBaTh, ¥ TaK IIPOOOJIZKAJIOCh yKe HeKOoTopoe BpeMsi. OH OBIJT TOTOB CMUPUTHCS C TULIUHOM,
JIUIIH OBl XOTh HEMHOT'0 MMPOCYUIUTD ITPOMOKIIYIO OOEeXKIY.

Bo3myx mom KapHU30M 3aCTaBIISI/I €T0 MOJ3aTh II0 KOXKe, CJIOBHO TaM OBIITO0 YTO-TO, YTO HEHABUMEIIO
ero GorbIle BCero Ha cBeTe. Takoe YyBCTBO OH MCIIHITHIBA, KOT{Ia HAa HETO CMOTpenu BommeMopT unu
ero [ToxupaTenu cMepTH. YTO-TO B 3TOM OBIJIO TAKOE, YTO CKUTAJIO PA3yM.

K ceBepy 11ec MeJIeHHO u3rubajcs K BOCTOKY, ¥ ['appu I0Ka3ajI0Ch, YTO OH CMOXKeT 060UTH Mope
IlepeBbEeB 0 3TOMY ITyTH, He BXOMsS B HETo LeaukoM. HecoMHeHHO, 3eMJIs Ha ceBepe Oblyla TaKOu XKe
GecrmogHOM 1 6€3PaOCTHOM, KaK U BCE, UTO OH ITepecekK 3a IOCIEeNHIO0 Heesi0, HO OH CMUPUIICS
OBI C 3THM, €CJTH OBl 9TO MIPUOTU3HUIIO €T0 K LU - BO3BPAIIEHUIO JOMOM.

Kak 1 MHOTHE OpyTrue Bellld, JIeC HalloMUHaJl eMy 0 foMe. [10 omyIneHusM oH OBIT ITOX0XK Ha
3alpeTHBIN J1eC Ha TePPUTOPUM XOTrBapTCa, HO B TO K€ BPEMS OH 3aMeTUJI ¥ Pa3Nuyus. 3alpPeTHHIN
nec OBIJT MPAYHEIM U 37I0BEIUM, HO B HeM 00MTaI0 MHOTO CITPaBeIUBHIX M MOOPHIX cyiiecTB. OH He
Mor cebe TPeACTaBUTh, YTO €IUHOPOT CMOXKET [IOJIT0 IPOJEePKaThCS B IPaHUIIaX TYMAHHOTO Jleca.

Torma oH OTIIPABHUJICSA Ha CEBEP K BOCTOK BOOJIb TPAHUITEI JIECA. OOBIYHO OH TYIISAI 3a IIpegelaMu
JieCa, BOaJIk OT €ro yoyIoalolero BIINAHUSA, HO KaKObIu pa3, KOorga HaCTyIlaJla HEIIOT 04, OH
HEO0XOTHO YKPEIBAJICA B IT'YCTOM U ITYMHOM JIECY. OH HUKOTTa He BRIXOOHUII 3a IIpeaerInl jieca.

Ionrue OHY CHIPBIX U MPAYHBIX CTPAHCTBUM NpuBesu ['appu K Apyrou peke. dTa Obla ropasno mupe
u OpicTpee npenbiayineli. OHa BeITeKasa C ceBepa U TeKJia IO0Jl TEMHEIMU BETBIMU HETIPOTISTHOTO
neca. [Ipexke 4yeM CMUPHUTHCS C TeM, YTO MIPULETCS UATU BBEPX 110 TeYEHUIO B IOKCKaX IepenpasH,
T'appu nouckan HeOONBIION MYTh BHU3 10 TEUEHUIO PEKU B JIECY.

OH Bcerjja BHUMaTEIbHO CJIEWI 3a C1abbIM CBETOM, IIPOHUKAIOIIUM HM3-3a IPaHuIb! jJeca. OH OblI
YBEPEH, YTO ECJIU BHIUAET 3a IIPefeibl BUIUMOCTH OPUEHTUPOB B 3TOM MECTe, TO HETTPEMEHHO
3a0/yIUTCS B TEMHBIX TTyOMHAX MOMO3PUTENBHOTO ieca. Ero uyBcTBa 060CTPUITUCE, @ B TEMHBIX
rinybrHax pa3yMa 4YTo-TO 3yHeo.

Kazanocs, ymaya conmyTcTBOBala €My B 9TOM feJie: HellofaleKy OT Jieca CTOSJI OTPOMHEIH JIECHOM
BeJIMKaH, CPYOJIEHHbIM BpeMeHeM U THU/bI0. OH J1exar mornepek Hery0oKoro yIembs,
IPOPE3aHHOT0 OLICTPHIMU BOaMU JIeCHOM peku. CTBOJI OTPOMHOr0 Ay6a OB Tak MIMPOK, 4TO ['appu
CMOT JIETKO NlepellarHyTh Yepe3 Hero, fepxa 0% PyKOU II0COX AJIsI PaBHOBECHS.

Korpma oH mpeofosien moJIOBUHY IIYTH, TO TOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO XKTy4yee MPUCYTCTBUE, TU3aABIIEE
3aHIOI0 YaCTh €r0 CO3HAHMUS, CTaJI0 HACTOIBKO CUJIBHBEIM, YTO OILIYIIAI0Ch OUYTH (pu3udecku. OH
3aKPYTUIICS Ha MECTe ¥ IIPOTSIHYJ JePEeBSIHHBIN [TOCOX, YTOOB OTTOPOOUTLCS OT TEMHOM TEHH,
KOTOpas, KaK OH YyBCTBOBAJI, HAJBUTaJIach Ha HETO.

TbMa OblyTa TYCTOM ¥, Ka3aJI0Ch, IIPOCAYHMBAJIACh B €I'0 Pa3yM, HAIlIeTITEIBAsT HECIbIXaHHbIe 00ela s
BJIACTH ¥ MeCTH. KOCTSIIKY ero masnblieB modeseny Ha II0coxXe, KOTOPHIM OH AepKall B pyKax,
IIBITASICh OTOTHATD I1enoT. OH MOHATHS He UMeJI, UTO IILITAeTCS COeslaTh, HO 3HAJI, YTO He X0YeT,



YTOOBI TEMHEIH ITIETIOT 3aKPEINJICA B €0 CO3HAaHHUH.

CoBepIlleHHO HEOXKHUIAHHO OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro MPOH3MUJI 10K, ¥ U3 HEro BHIpPBajach
MTHOBEHHas BCIBIIIKa cuibl. OHa Oblya caboii ¥ COBEePIIEHHO HeHallpaBlIeHHOM, HO BIIEPBEIE C TEX
TI0p, KaK €ro IIPUBEJNIH B 3TO MECTO, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO €TI0 Marus BEICBOOOXKIAETCS, XOTS OBl Ha
MTrHOBeHHe. biieHas BCIIBIIIIKA CBETA BCILIXHYJIA B €T0 I'Ia3aX, ¥ ThMa OTXJIBIHYIIA, ¥ OH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK OHa OTCTYIIAeT Ha IOT.

'appu OBICTPO 3aKOHYMUII TIepelpaBy Yepe3 pPeKy u ¢ 651arogapHOCThIO CIPHITHYIT Ha JanbHuM Geper.
OH cpasy ke I0YyBCTBOBAJ ce0st HAMHOTI'0 JIy4Ille, CJIOBHO C €T0 IIeH CHSITU TSXKEJBIN I'Py3.
OwryimeHus 0T jleca OBITA COBCEM He TI0X0XKY Ha OLIYIIeHUs OT MefalboHa-X0pKpyKca BommemopTa,
KOTOPBIY BHCEJI Y HETO Ha Illee B Te fanekue JHU. OOHAKO K CEBEPY OT PyUbsi 3TO OLIYIIeHUE
ocna6o. OH Goble He YYBCTBOBAJI TEMHOTO IIPUCYTCTBUS, HACTPAUBAIOIIETO JIEC IIPOTHB HETO,
TeIepb 3TO OBIIIO IO0X0XKEe Ha eCTECTBEHHYIO HACTOPOXKEHHOCTh JaBHO HETPOHYTOTO JIeca.

OpmHaKo y Hero mo-mpexHeMy He ObIJIO KeJTaHUsS 0CTaBAThCS IO STUMU TEMHBIMU BETBSIMH.
BocroMuHaHUS 0 HaBSI3YMBOM TEMHOTE OBUIM CIMIIKOM 3HAKOMEI EMY, ¥ OH He XOTeJl OBl HCKYIIATh
cymp0y, ocTaBasiCh B ee BlafieHUsIX. Ha MrHOBeHUEe OH OIIEHUJI KPaCOTY U XKMBOCTh CEBEPHOT0 Jieca, a
3aTeM OBICTPO BHIIIE] U3 HETr0, YTOOH MIPOMOIKUTh CBOX My Th.

[Tporo 6onee OBYX MecsilleB C MOMEHTa ero 0cBo0OXKaeHUs U3 noa3emenuii Kapu-Iioma u 6oee
Mecslia C TeX 0P, KakK OH paccTascs C [I9BeH B npearopbsax TyMaHHBIX TOp. OTPOMHEBINM TEMHBIU JIEC
HaKOHEeIl YCTYIUII MecTo 00jlee OTKPBLITHIM PaBHUHAM Ha I0Te, ¥ TaM, Ha [laJiIeKOM I'OPU30HTE B
TyMaHHOMU I02KHOY [a/ii, BO3BhIILIaTach OOUHOKas ropa. OHa BO3BHIIAIACh Hafl OKPYKAIOIINMU ee
HU3KKUMU BEePECKOBHIMU ITyCTOIIaMU ¥ oTOpackiBasia Genble 001akKa, KOTOpPhkie B3OLIMAIUCh BOKPYT
Hee.

Ho He 3T0 IpuBeKIo BHUMaHue ['appu. BMeCTo 9TOro ero B3I IPUBJIEK GIeKIbi CTOI0 JBIMa,
TIOMHYMABIIWICS HaMl XOTMOM HETOoHaleKy K BOCTOKY OT Hero. [leHb ObLT COBEPIIeHHO TUXUM H
SICHBIM TIOCJIE CTOJIKUX [OXKMeH. [[bIXxaHue BUCEJIO B BO3AyXe, @ He00 Haf T0JI0BOM GBIIO JIEASTHOTO
rony6oro 1Beta. OH Obln 671arogapeH sCHOU MOTofie, Beb 6e3 Hee OH MOT OBl ¥ HE 3aMETUTh AkIMa, a
TakK Kak OH, TOX0XKe, IIeJT 3 JIOXKOMHB MeXKIy HECKOIbKIUMU X0JIMaMH1, OH MOT OBl IIPOUTH MUMO U HE
y3HATh HUYETO JIy4IIero.

OH moH4/, 4YTO 0YeHb MaJIo 3HAeT 0 3eMJle, II0 KOTOpou exain. [JasBeH 3Haia 00 3TOM JIUIIb CMYTHO,
13 IlepefaHHbIX el PacCKa30B U UCTOPHUY, U OHA paccKa3blBajla eMy TO, UTO 3Hasja. Ho oH Bce paBHO
3HaJ crnuirkoM Mano. OH He 3HAJ, Kak faneko OyaeT MyTh U Yyepe3 KakKue 3eMJId eMy ITPUOeTCs
TIPOUTH.

He 3Ham 0OH 1 0 NMIOASX, C KOTOPBIMU MOT CTOJKHYThCS. [Jla9BeH cunuTana, 4To BoCTOK pa3gupaioT
BOMHBI MEXKMY CIyraMy ThMBI U TeMH, KT0o mpuberaeT K momoinu KypyHnupa. [lasBeH paccka3saia emy,
YTO CTO JIET Ha3af TPyIla J0fel, KOTOPEIX OHa Ha3bklBajla Ha CUHApHHE IpaxpoHaMH, a Ha
BecTpoHe - BaliH-OHaMH, Hamana Ha ['0HOOp ¢ BocToKa. C TeX IOp O HUX ITOYTH HUYEro He OII0
CJIBIILIHO, HO [0 Hee JOOIUIU CIIyXH, YTO OHU Pa3fe/IuINCh Ha THICAYY MEJIKUX BPaXAYIOIINX IIJIeMeH.



OH Hapessics, 9YTO OHU He drpeCCHUBHEI.

[TomHSBIIMCEH Ha IOCHIEOHWM HEBBICOKHH X0JIM, OH BHE3aIITHO OCTAHOBUJICS, PA3T/ISAbIBas TO, YTO
HaXOOUJIOCh 3a HUM.

Bo3MoxkHO, mBaAmaTh Uy 60see GOJBIINX TOBO30K, COOPAHHEIX B 000POHUTEIILHEIN KPYT BOKPYT
IIOKUHBI OOJIBIITNX KOCTPOB. XOTSI OHU OBIIIM I'PyORIMU, KOPOOYATHIMHU, KaxKaas U3 HUX Oblia
IOCTATOYHO OOJBIINOMN, YTOOK BMECTHUTH IIeNyI0 ceMbi0. OHM OBITH IOKPHITH IIKYyPaMy U MEXaMH, a Ha
KPHIIIaX HEKOTOPHIX M3 HUX, CJIOBHO TPOGder, KPacoBaIMCh OTPOMHEIE POra.

KocTpsl B 11eHTpanbHOM YacTu ObUTH pa30poCcaHkl, M BOKPYT KaxKIoro U3 HUX coOpanach HeOobIas
rpymnmna. OH BUfell, KaK MyKYUHbI ¥ XKEHIIUHbI CUIeNH, IPUXKABIIKCH OPYT K APYTY, a meTu 6eramu
TyHa-Cciofia, UX YUCThIe T0JI0Ca 3Bydaju B BOCTOpPTe U CMeXe, KOTfla OHU TOHSIJIUCH APYT 3a APYroM II0
KoJibIly. OH CIIBIIIaN OTOAIEHHYI0 MeJIOAUI0 CTPYHHOTO MHCTPYMEHTA, a IIy00KUN MyXKCKOU TOJI0C
men MeaieHHoe npuunTtanue. OH He MOT pa300paTh CJIOB, HO CMBICIT OBIT MTOHSITEH: 3TO ObINla IECHS
meyvasu ¥ YTPaThl, ¥ OH Ha MTHOBEHKE BCIIOMHUJI BCEX OPYy3€el, KOTOPHIX ITOTEPSII B BOMHE C
BongeMmopToMm.

3a IpeaejlaMu IMOBO3KHU Ha CKYﬂHOﬁ TPaBe ITaCIUCh OEeCATKHN OTPOMHBIX TA2KEJIOBOOPY2XKEHHBIX
nomaueﬁ, ITOKPBITEIX TYCTOIZ GeC(bOpMeHHOfI IDEPCTEIO, a Ha BEPIINHE OJHOI'O N3 OKPYZKAIOIMNUX
XOJIMOB CTOSAJIX OBO€ MYXKYHH.

[Toutu cpa3dy xke, Kak OH yBU[EJ UX, OHU TOXe 3aMeTuNd ero. ONUH U3 HUX IOOHSJ PYKY U yKa3al Ha
TO MECTO, THe ['appy CTOsI Ha BepIIKHe X0JIMa, ¥ TYT II0 Jlarepio pa3Heccsl pe3KUil 3BYK pora.
2KeHIIHEL TYT K€ COTHaIM feTel B LIEHTD jlareps, a 3aTeM IPUCOEIUHUIIUCE K MyXKYHHaAM 110
nepuMeTpy. ¥ MyKUuHbI, U XXKEeHIIUHEL IepXKaJju B pyKax rpy0oe opyxKue U CMOTPeNId Ha Hero, Kak
€My I10Ka3aJoCh, C IION03PEHUEM.

'appu Bufesl, YTO OHU OYEeHbh HEPBHUYAIOT, ¥ IIO9TOMY Ha4aJl MeIJIEHHO UITH K UX Jlarepio, MOMHSB
CcBOOOMIHYIO PYKY U PACKPHIB JIa[IOHb B 3HAK MUPA. B Opyro pyke oH mep:Kajl CBOM BCeraa HafeXKHBIN
TI0COX, HO CTapaJsics He UCIO0JIb30BaTh ero yrpoxatoiie. Kazamocs, mpoliia 1eias BEYHOCTh, HO B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB K HeMY BHIIIITIa HeOOIbIIast IPyIia U3 IATH YeJI0BEK, KaXK bl U3 KOTOPEIX Hec rpyboe
Ha BUJI OpPyXKUe.

Ha MraoBenue ox mogyMmal, 4T0, BO3MO2KHO, eMYy CJIeJOBAJIO BCe IIPOAYMATEL 3apPdHeEe. Ecnu oHu
penaT BEICTYIIMTE IPOTHUB HETO, TO OH OKaXKETCA He B JIy4YIlleM IT0JIOZKEHUNH.

Bce MYXKYWHEI OBLIJIM BLICOKMMHU U IMUPOKOIIJIIEYUMH, C TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU U TA2KEJIBIMU JIOXMATBIMHA
60po;1aM1/1. B ux B3rmgame YYBCTBOBAJIACh OTUKOCTH, BEI3bIBABIIAA B IIaMATHU JaJIEKHE€ BOCIIOMHHAHUSA O
€ro IepBoM gpyre XarpI/Ine. OH Hapmesncs, 9YTO OHU OKaXyTCd TaKHMMHU K€ IIPUBETIINBEIMHU, KaK U OH
CaM.

"BenuBa-mep!" - M0o3BaJl ONUH U3 MYKUMUH TTTyOOKUM XPUIIJIOBAaTEHIM TOHOM. ['appy He MOT UX IOHSTH U
II03TOMY HACTOPOKEHHO OCTAHOBUJICSI HA MeCTe, He XKeJlasg yCyTryOIsiTh CUTyalluio, eCIU MOXKHO OBLIO
atoro usbexaTb. OH gepKas CBOOOOHYI0 PYKY IOTHSATOM, KPENKO CXKUMas II0COX, U 3TO IPUCYTCTBUE



€ro yCIIOKauBaJio.

"Anno?" - ¢ HagexXKOou M03BaJjl OH. "Thl TOBOPHUIIH IT0-BECTPOHCKM?"

JIromu, IPOMOJIKABIIEe HACTYIaTh Ha HETO C OPYXKHEeM HaroToBe, TIOCMOTPEIHN Ha OOHOTro U3 HuX. OH
OBbILJT CAMBIM KPYIIHBIM 1 BOJIOCATBIM U iepKajl B 00enX PyKaX OTPOMHYIO TSKemyo nyouny. Temeps,
KOTZla OH OBIJT HOCTATOYHO O/113K0, ['appu CMOT pa3nu4uTh 671eCK ronyObIX T'Jla3 Ha 3aropesioM H
MOPIIAHUCTOM JTHIIE.

"3aueM THI IPUIIET Cclofa?" - CIIPocul OH. Ero akileHT OBIJT CUJIBHBIM U €[Ba Pa3fIMUUMBIM, HO ['appH,
10 KpaHEU Mepe, CMOT YJI0BUTh CMEIC]L.

"¢l myTermiecTByI0 Ha BOCTOK", - 0OBSICHHUII OH U OIYCTHUJI PYKY B 3HAK 00JIETYEHUS OT TOTO, YTO OHU
XOTSAT IIOTOBOPHUTH. "5 Hagesica y3HaTh OT Bac O0JIbIlIe O TeX 3eMIax".

Tpoe U3 MyKYUH TUXO IIeperoBapuBaIuCh MeXay co00M Ha CBOEM S3HIKE, a IBOE APYTUX
HACTOPOXKXEHHO HabJofany 3a HUM, He paccnabisasch. Pa3roBop npopoixkaics HeKOTOPoe BpeMsi, U
appu 3aMeTHI MHOXKECTBO MHOI'O3HAUYUTEIIbHEIX B3TJIAI0B, YCTPEMJIEHHEIX B €I'0 CTOPOHY. B KoHIIe
KOHIIOB, IIOCJIE TOT0 Kak ['appu 1moKa3ajocs, 4TO [IPOIlIa Lejlas BeYHOCTh, OHU IIPEPBAJIUCh, U BOXKIb
KUBHYI ['appu.

"Bel mpumnu”, - ckasas OH, XKeCTOM IIpUKa3aB OKPYXKAalOIIUM ero JII0LIM OIyCTUTh opyxue. " -
Tuagyned u3 Pernanel. Pernana npumet Tebs".

['appu B3mOXHYT C 001eryeHneM: TeTuBa ociaabia, ¥ OH 60Jblle He CMOTPe Ha APeBKo 0ojiee yeM
opHou cTpentsl. "4 'appu [ToTTep", - cKa3as OH U MOYTUTENIBHO OIyCTHUJI roioBy. OHU BCe ellle
BBITJISAMIE/IN HalNpsSKEeHHBIMHU, HO, II0 KpaiiHel Mepe, He OBIIM OTKPHITO BpaxaeOHbl. Jlumgep choenan
HECKOJIbKO IIaroB K I'appwu.

"Tappu [ToTTep - BonmeOHUK?" cpocun Tuanynbd, yKassBas Ha IIOCOX, KOTOPHIM Hec ['appu.

l'appu He 3HAJI, YTO OTBETHUTH. I10 ero COOCTBEHHEIM MepPKaM, OH OBIT e[Ba JIX BOJIIIEOHUKOM.
KoneuHo, 60sbliie, 4eM CKBUO, ¥ C TOMOIIBIO 3€JTH OH MOT TBOPUThH Maruio, HEM3BECTHYIO Haxke
anbdam.

"Ia, HeMHOT0". OH peInsI NpeyMeHbIIUTh BCE CBOM CITIOCOOHOCTH.

910 OBLN ITPaBUJIbHEIM OTBET, M Tuamynbd paccrnabuics, Kak ¥ OOUH U3 TeX, KTO IIPUILEIT C HUM.
KopoTkas 6ecefa MIeOTOM MeXIY OCTalbHEIMU, ¥ OHM TOXKE OKOHYATeIhHO pacciabuiucs.

"Torpa Th Oygenrs u3BecTeH @poapusky!" Tuagynsd yaeiOHYICA U XJIONHYI cebs 1o rpyau. "Emre
O[lHa TIOMOIIb IPOTUB TeMHBIX NTI0fel, He Tak nu?"



Fappu HaxMypus OpPOBY, IIHITAACh BCIIOMHUTD 3TO UM U3, Ka3aJloCh, 06CKOHEUHOT'0 CIINCKA,
IIpefoCTaBIeHHOT o0 eMy [1aysHOM. "®ponpuHK?"

"Bennwiit BoneOHUK!" - ¢ 93HTy3ua3MoM ckalain Tuamynbd. OH Hayasn BecTu [appu K Kpyry O0IbIINX
Beiinos. "OH ocBoOomuI HAac OT TeMHEBIX".

Fappu yxBatuics 3a 9Ty uHdopmauuio. OH Hagesncs, 4To PpoapuHK CMOXKET ITIOMOYb €MY B
petreHun po6eMel. Bo3M0OkHO, OHM TaKKe 3Hal0T KypyHupa, o KoTropoM rosopun [3seH. [Tocre
HECKOJIbKUX MecsIeB 0e3pe3yabTaTHOTr0 IPOBUKEHUS K I[eJId HaKOHEeIl-TO 3a0pe3Kuil CBET B KOHIIE
TYHHEJIS.
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