"Tak cuMTanoCh B HApode; BO3MOXKHO, TaK U CIYYUIIOCH, KTO 3HaeT? JInbo oH co3man ee, mubo emMy
Iasy, HO S MPEeOIOYUTAa0 JyMaTh, YTO OHU MPUOYMAJIM 3Ty UCTOPHUIO, YTOOH €e IOUNTAIN U TOMHUIIU
Bce", - oTBeTUN beik. "IT0 cpaboTasno; ux MOMHST maxe 10 Cel NeHb".

"Kakoe 3T0 UMeeT OTHOIIEeHUE K feny?" npomunen CeBepyc, HeHaBUOA TOT ¢akT, 4To [loTTep u
CnuzepuH BenyT Geceqy, ITOKa OH, CBSI3aHHBIM, JIEXKUT Ha IIPOKISATON KPOBaTH.

"9TO UMeeT K 3TOMY CaMO€e HeIlOCPEACTBEHHOE OTHOIIeHNe. BUmUIIb 11, 3TO KaMeHb BOCKPEIIeHNS;
IIPUKOCHYTBLCS K HEMY - 3HAUUT YBUAETH T€X, KTO OPOT TBOEMY cepany. K coxkaneHuIo Uk, CKOpee,
K CYaCThlO, TAYHTHI Jaxke He ION03peBajid, YTO V HUX B pyKax. JJaxe TeMmHblit JIopa He JOTafbIBAJICS,
KOTZla ITOJIyYUJI ero OT CBOET0 AU, TpeXkae YeM TOT U3MEeHUJ ero Co3HaHue, 3aCTaBUB yMaThb, YTO
oH youn Pupgnos, oTia, menymky u 6a0yuiKy, KoTopeix TemMHEBIM Jlopa Ha caMOM [eJie TOJIBKO 4TO
youn cam. OH B35JT €70 ¥ CO37aJT HEUTO HACTOJIBKO 3JI0€, YTO OHO GYKBaJIbHO yIepKUBajo ero Ha
3TOM 3eMJle JaxKe TOT[Ia, KOTla OH HOoJIzKeH OB yMepeTs', - paccKa3biBasl bielk, ero rojaoc mo4YTu
TUITHOTU3UPOBAJ UCTOPHUIO.

"B aTOM HeT HUYEero HoBoro, TeMHsI# JIopa 4acTo paccKa3biBal HaM O PUTyanlaX, KOTOpPhkle OH
TIPOBOMOMII, YTOOB U30eKaTh CMEPTH, - 0TBeTHI CeBepyc, 3aAyMUMBO TTISIAS Ha KOJIbLO. 3a4eM OHO
eMy, ecii OH He Ovll afenToM? IToTTep mpenrosarai, YTo OH TOXKe UM He OBbIJT; TPOCTO, CY/s II0
BCEMY, IPeIoYnTal Ha3kBaTh ero TemusiM Jlopgom. Eire 601ee BazKHBIM BOIIPOCOM OBLIIO TO,
OTKy[a OH y3Has 00 aToMm; TeMHbIH JIopH HU 3a YTO He paccKa3say Obl 00 9TOM HUKOMY, TeM Gojee
eMy. 1 Bce ke OH JO/KeH OBIJI... He OBI0 APyroro crnocoba, KOTOPHIM OH MOT Ol y3HaTh. Heyxkenu
ero ybaroKaju J0XKHEIM YyBCTBOM 6e30MacHOCTH? Bhljla 1M 3TO MPOBEpPKa ero BePHOCTU? JTOT0 He
MOTJIO GBITh, IJIST 9TOT'0 BCe OBIIO CIUIIIKOM IIpogyMaHo. Kpome Toro, Temusrir Jlopa X0Tes, YTOOL!
'appu OB MEPTB, @ HE TPOCTO HAaXOAUJICS BHe mocsiraeMocTu [TaMOmopa.

"Bupute nmu, CeBepyc OB TEM, KTO Ilepenan npopodectBo Temuomy Jlopay. OH He 3HAI 0
IIOCTIEICTBUSX CBOUX IEMCTBUM, HO €My He IIPHUIIJIOCH AOJT0 XKOaTh: KOTHa Ha TBOUX POOUTENIEH
Haranu, CeBepyc oTnpaBuscsa K TemMmHoMy JIopay ¥ yMOJISIJI ero IOIaguTh TBOKO MaTh". Brerk cran
HabmomaTh 3a pe3ko nobnenHesuuM CeBepycoM: "Torma oH mooGean, 4To caenaeT 3To. Ho
CeBepyc He BEpHUJI, YTO TOT CAEPKUT 0OelllaHKe, UTO BIIOIHE MOHATHO. Y TOTa OH OTIIPaBUJICS K
Ham6ngopy, ymonss ero yoepeus JIunu. CTapeiii JOOPHEIN AUPEKTOP, He TOBOPS JIUIITHUX CJIOB,
IIOCTABUJI €My YIbTUMATYM: IITIUOHUTE AJIST HETO, ¥ OH CHEJIAeT BCE, UTO OH IIOIIPOCUT, UITA €r0 XKOEeT
AzkabaH. CeBepyc, Kak u momobaet Cnu3epuHy, MOIIeI Ha IIOBOAY Y CBOET0 CAMOCOXPaHEeHUS ¥ CTall
MMUOHOM. YTO yromgHo, muiih Obl JIunu Oblyia XK1Ba U B 6e30macHOCTH. [JaMOIgop BEIPA3Uil CBOE
oTBpalieHue TeM, 4To CeBepyc He 3aboTuncs o [IxkenMce... unu o cebe, eCy YK Ha TO MOILI0".

CeBepyc Obln BHE ce0s OT y2Kaca; eMy CTaJo IJI0X0 U 3aKPYKHUJIaCh TOJI0BA - OTKya 9TOT YeJIOBEeK
TaK MHOT'O 3HaeT?

"Tenepb epeMeCTUMCS B HOUb Ha X3JIJIOYXH; Bbl 3HAETe, YTO MPOU30LIIO0 u3-3a [leMeHTopoB. OH
BOPBAJICA B KOTTEXK, CPA3uUJICS C BALIUM OTIIOM, YOUN ero, a 3aTeM Ipodpacs B IETCKYIO, ITe
npsitTanuck JIunu v Maseim "appu. ITa oBEPh ToxKe Obina BeIOUTa, 1 TeMHBIN JIopa TPUK/IbI
noTpeboBa, 4ToOsl JIUIK OTOIIIa B CTOPOHY".



CeBepyc BCKHUHYIJI I'OJIOBY, Ha €ro JIuIe OTPAa3nuJIOCh YOIUBIIEHHUE.

"Ho KaxX[bli pa3 OHa OTKa3kIBajlaCh; OHAa YMOJIs/Ia €T0 B3sITh ee BMECTO Hee, U, Oyaydu
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHOW BeIbMOM, OHa CO3[aia 3al[UTy, ’KEPTBEeHHYI0 MaTruio KpOBH, II0J00HOM KOTOPOK
HUKTO HUKOTITIa He Bufesl. MeHHO Mo3ToMy yOrBalolllee MPOKJIATHE OTCKOUMIIO OT TeGs 1 BHIPBaso
TemHuoro Jlopma 13 ero tesa. Tl gomkeH 6marogapuTh CeBepyca 3a TO, YTO BHIKUII B TY HOUb; €CITH
OBl OH He TOMPOCHUI MouaguTh JIvmwu... Temusiit JIopa mpocTo yous Ovl ee, ¥ TH OBl TOXKE YMep B Ty
HOYb, - MPOROIXKUI Bedk, Kak 6yaTO 3TO He ObIJIO IeKOTIUBOM TEMOH.

"He mpouino ¥ gBaflaTH YeTHIPEX YacoB IOC/e CayduBiierocs, Kak Jambnmop man CeBepycy KIATBY
3alIUTUTH TeOsI; eClIv OH He CIIPAaBUTCS C 9TOM 3afayei, ero yObET KisiTBa. IMEHHO II03TOMY OH
TIPUJIOKUTT CTOJIBKO YCUINH, YTOORI 3aLUTUTH Bac", - cO0OImu eMy Bieik. "9Toli HOYbIO IIPOU30IILIO
ele Koe-4To, 0 4YeM He 3HaeT Jaxe TeMHbin Jlopm".

CeBepyc IIOTEPAI Oap peydHu, BIIEPBBIE B 2KU3HU OH HE MOT' IIPDUOYMATh, YTO CKa34Th. Ha s13bIKe He
OBLIIO HU CapJIOHI/I‘{eCKOfI, HY SI3BUTEILHOU PEInKH.

"Temeph MBI BEpHEMCS K TBOEMY BTOPOMY Trofiy o0yueHus B XorBapTce, K THEBHUKY, C KOTOPHIM THI
CTOJIKHYJICSI. ITO OBIJIO He IPOCTO BOCIIOMUHAHMe, - CKa3an brelk, - BumuTe nmu, Korga TeMHbIH Jlopa
On1n B XOorBapTCe, OH OTKPHII TaiHy0 KOMHATY M BBIITYCTHU BaCUIMCKa B IIKOJTy. Korga TorgamHui
oupeKTop, [ummeT, Coo0IIUIT eMy, YTO IKOojIa OyoeT 3aKphiTa, OH OBICTPO CBA/IMII BUHY Ha HEBUHHOTO
yueHHKa, Xarpuma, KOTOporo OBICTPO UCKITIOUMIN U 3aMsiIu feno. TeMHbI# Jlopa HE MOT pPUCKOBATh,
OTKpBIBas IajlaTy CHOBA, ITOKa OH OBIJI TaM, omacasich, YTO XOTBapTC AENCTBUTEILHO 3aKpoioT. Korga
Muprn 6via yOuTa, OH UCIIOIh30Ball ee CMEPTh, YTOOH Co3MaTh cefe KpecTpaXk; BOT YeM OBIN
OHEBHUK - 4aCTUUKOU gymu TemuHoro Jlopaa".

CeBepyc 3aI0XHYJICS OT HEIOBepus, yBuOeB breilika B COBepIIeHHO HOBOM CBETE, ¥ eI'0 B3I/
METHYJICS K KOJIbIIY.

"Yto Takoe KpecTpax?" cipocun ['appu, COUTHIIA C TOJKY.

"9T10, - brelk yka3an xKecToM Ha Kojblo. "TeMHbIl Jlopa co3man ceMb. ITO caMasi Mep3Kas Marus,
M3BecTHas BoneOHUKaM. Pa3fenuTh CBOIO AyIIy OAWH Pa3 - 3TO IIPOTHUB 3aKOHOB Marui, IPUPOIHI,
He TOBOPS yXKe 0 TOM, CKOJIbKO pa3 OH 3TO fejal Ha caMoM felne. B cBoeM cTpaxe mepef CMEPTHIO
Temusir Jlopg co3man 0omblre, 4eM KTO-Tu00 APYTroi H0 Hero, I03TOMY OH U BHITJISAMT TakK, Kak
BHITTIAAUT. Ta BepCusi, KOTOPYIO BH BUMEJIA B JHEBHUKE, - 3TO TO, KaK OH BHITJISAAEN OO TOTrO0, KaK
HayaJ lerpafiupoBaTh U3-3a CBOMX TBOPEHMUIA; 3TO TaKXKe CTal0 MPUYUHOMN ero 6e3ymus”.

CeBepyc HaxXMypHJICS, He MIOHKUMAsI, KakK MOXKHO CO3[aTh ceMephrIX, a TeMusit JIopa He oOpallaeT Ha
9710 BHUMaHud. O KpecTpaXxKax OH 3HaJl He TaK y2K MHOI0, YMATAJl O HUX JIUIIb BCKOJIb3b. B KHUTE, U3
KOTOPOM OH YMTAaJsl, He OBIJIO YKa3aHUM 0 TOM, KaK CO3[aTh TaKOM KpecTpaxk, HO 9TO ero He
BOJIHOBAJIO - JaKe B TO BPEMS OH He MCIIBITHIBAJI YIOBOJIBCTBHUSA OT MBICIIM O TOM, YTO MOXKET
IIOBPEIUTH CBOIO AYIIY.

"Tak BOT II0YeMy MBI OTIIPaBUIUCE 3a HUM!" I'appu ckaszas: "3HauuT, MEl coOupaeMcs 3abpaTh



OoCTalbHOE, BepHO?"

"Ia", - oTBeTUN Brelk, yTBepauTeIbHO KUBHYB. "Kak Buauiib, CeBepyc, 1 He HaMepeH NPUYUHATh
l'appu Bpe[, g IIPOCTO IBITAIOCh €70 3aIUTUTL. MHEe HYKHO, YTOOBI THI IIOKJISJICS, YTO HUKOMY He
nepenalib 5Ty HHGOPMAIMIO, 3TO eAMHCTBEHHBIN C11oc0o0 yOepeydb ee OT TeX, KTO MOXKET IIPOUUTaTh
TBOU MBICJIA WJIM TIOMEIIATh MHe coOpaTh ux".

"OTKypma THl 0 HUX 3Haels?" CeBepyc OB BHE ce0sl OT HEJOYMEHMUS.

"4 - Tappu IloTTep, - ckazan bnelk, - uiau OB UM paHblile; CIy4dal B OyoylneM, HempaBUIbHO
[IPOU3HECEHHOE 3aKJIMHaHNEe BEPHYIU MeHd Clofa. Ec/iu BEl OIBEITaeTECH IPUYUHUTL MHE Bpe[,
KnsaTBa pacueHuT 3TO KaK HapylIeHWe KIISITBH U YObeT Bac. IMeHHO I09TOMY s Bel ce0sl Tak, Kak
BeJl B XUXKUHE, XOTUTE BEPhTE, XOTUTE HET".

"HeB0O3MOXKHO", - pelIUTENHHO 0TBePr CeBepyC TaKyi BO3MOXKHOCTD.

"4, T'appu [Ixeumc IToTTep, u3BeCTHHIM TaKXke Kak bienk Cnu3epus, KISHYCh, 4YTO BCE, UTO S BaM
pacckasar, - YucTas npaBaa”, - Marus OBICTPO KpyXKHJjia 10 KOMHATe, HEYIOTHO Harpesas ee.
"JTromoc!" "YooBneTBOpeH?"

"OTO OEeUCTBUTEJIBHO 1, Y HAC JaXe LIpaMbl ONMHAKOBLIE", - TUXO0 CKa3all ['appu.

"TIpexnae 4yeM g oTIyIly TeOs ¥ BEpHY MMal0YKy, MHE HYKHO, YTOOBI THI ITOKJISINICSI, YTO HUKOMY He
pacckaxels", - cka3an bielik, ycrano nmotupas nuno. "4 3Hato, 4To Tebe, HaBepPHOe, HEIIPUSITHA
cama MBICIIb 00 9TOM, HO, 6010Ch, IPYTOTO BEIXOMA HET".

"MHe noHamoOUTCS MO Tajodka', - 3asBuil CeBepyc.

"He mepxkuTte MeHs 3a mypaka, CeBepyc Tobuac CHeiin, 51 MpeKpacHO 3HAI0, KaK XOPOIIO BBl BJIaJleeTe
OecmasioykoBoM Maruei", - orpeI3Hyncs brenk.

l'appu momaBUII CMeX: CHBIIIATE MOJ00HYI0 OpaHb B agpec CBOET0 YYuTelIs OBIIO TPOCTO
YMOPHUTEIBHO, A ellle U C UCIIOJIb30BaHKUEM ero MOoJIHOTro uMeHH. Eie 6oee 3a0aBHBIM OBIIT TOT
GbakT, 4TOo, KIISHYCh, IIeKU ero mpodeccopa MOKpacHeI# OT CMYIIEeHUS U THeBa U3-3a TOTO, UTO C
HUM TaK Pa3rOBapUBAIOT.
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