OHa moMBITaNach IOJABUTh HEPBO3HOCTH ITPY MBICIIH, YTO KOHHOP YBUIOUT €e TaKOM, KaKas OHa eCTh.
OHa He gyMmara, YTO 9TO BepPOSTHO. PaHee B TOT ke [eHb OH ITO3BOHMII € M CKa3aJl, YTO BECh JeHb
OymeT urpathb B 0ec00JI CO CBOUMHU APY3bsiMU. KOHHOP OB 3asIAIEIM CIIOPTCMEHOM U CEPhE3HO
OTHOCHUJICS K UTrpaM B 6eric00o ¢ apy3pamu. «O4eHb, 04€Hb MaJIOBEPOSITHO, — MoayMasa Jlapa, — 4To
OH IpHUOeT JmoMou paHo». Ho 3To Or110 Bo3MoxkHO. OHa He MorJa cebe mpencTaBuTh, 4ToOB KoHHOD
yBuUmen ee 00HaXKEHHOM ¥ MPUKOBAaHHON HApyYHUKAMHU K cTo0y. OHM He OBITM YOIIOPHOM CEMBEM, HO
¥ He XOOWJIM TOJBIMU OPYT Iepen opyrom. Jlapa He MoTIJia BCIIOMHUTD CTy4dast, Korga KoHHOp Bumen
ee 00HaXKeHHOHN. ITO OBIT y2Ke He MaJIb4HUK, a CIIOPTUBHBIM, KPACUBBIN, ITOAXOMSIINN, XOTS B
HACTOSIIee BpeMsi ODUHOKHY, MOJIOHOM YeloBeK. Bhio Obl CTUIIKOM YHU3UTENBHO, eCTd OBl OH
BEPHYJICS JOMOU paHblle Yaka.

C pacrtyle HepBO3HOCTHIO OHA IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa U KOe-4To elle. TemnepaTypa noBelanack. OHa
paHbllle He BK/TI0Uasa KOHOUWILMOHED, U Kapa OT 6eCIouagHOTo JIeTHET0 COJIHIIa ITPOHUKAIa B IOM.
Ona nocmoTpesna Ha OnefHyo, 00HaXKEeHHYIO TOBEPXHOCTE CBoero Tena. OHa ellle He BcmoTesa. Ho
oHa OymeT yXKe K TOMy BpeMeHH, Korfa Yak BepHeTCs.

Jlapa 3nunack Ha Yaka. Eit HpaBUI0Ch UTPaTh B UTPHI, HO 3TO OBIIO yKe CIUIIKOM. C ero CTOPOHEI
OBbLITO HEITPABUJIBHO OCTABIISITh €€ B TAKOM YSI3BUMOM II0JI0KEHHUH Ha TakKoe fJoiiroe BpeMsi. OHa Obina
obHaxeHa u 6ecriomornHa. OHa coryiacuiach, 4yToObl Ha Hee Hafelu HapyYHUKY U CBSI3aJiU BOT Tak,
HO He Ha [IBa Yaca, Ioka Yak Haxonuscs BHe foMa. OH He MMeJl ITpaBa OCTABUTh €€ TaKOU
6ecmomorrrHoii. Yem Gonbille oHa mymasa 06 9ToM, TeM 6oJblile 37UIach Ha Hero. OHa IpeAcTaBsiia
cebe, 9TO MOKET TPOU30UTH. [T0UTaNIbOH CITy4aliHO TOJIKHYJI IBEPb U HAaTKHYJICS Ha Hee.
JIroGOmBITHEIM cocen TPoGyeT ABEPHYIO PYUYKY, He MOJTy4YUB OTBETA Ha IBEPHOM 3BOHOK, U
oO0HapyXuBaeT pecrnekTabenbHyio Jlapy YUHCTOH B IBHO HepecneKTabeTbHOM COCTOSTHUU. Vnu - He
mayt Bor - rpabuTesnio, MEITAIOIIEMYCS ITPOHUKHYTh B IOM ¥ 00HAPYKUBIIEMY [BEPh HE3aIepTOH.

BryTpu Jlaps! pociio etle omHO 9yBCTBO. OHA 60poIach C 3TUM, MBITASICh CAEPKATh pa3gpaxKkeHue Ha
Yaka u cTpax 3a CBOe 3aTPy[HUTEJIbHOE I10JI0KeHne. Ho 0OHa He MOorjia OCTaHOBUTH 3TO. ITO YYBCTBO
3apOMUIIOCh OTKY[a-To IIy00KO U pacIpoCTPaHUIIOCH 110 Hel. Ee KoxXy mokanbiBaso. Ee cepptie
3abuioch OrICTpEe.

Jlapa Bo30ynunach. OHa Oblsla B3BOJTHOBaHA TeM, YTO OKa3ajilach 00HaxKeHHOM, 00HaXKEeHHOU 1
6ecrmomonrHou. Yak cpaldy pa3ragan 3Ty TalHY0 4acTh JIapsl, XOTs ee OBRIBIIAN MYyXK TaK U HE MOHSIIT
aroro 3a 18 net 6paka. Jlape HpaBuIoCh OBITh Ha IpaHu. E¥f HpaBumoCch OBITE 0OHAXKEHHOU, U
0CO0eHHO el HPaBUIOCh OBITh 00HAXKEHHOU B 00CTOSITENTbCTBAX, KOTHa 00HAKEeHHOU OBITH He
CJIe[oBa’o.

OHa mmocMOTpeJia Ha CBOIO MOJTHYIO I'Pyab. COCKHU CTOSITM PO30BHIE, BO30YXKIEHHbIe M TOpYalllre.
Terno pasmuiock Mo ee TPYOU U KUBOTY. MeXy ee HOT MOSIBUJIOCH TEIII0, OKYThIBaloIee I'yOrl 1
paciienuny BynbBhl. OHO HapacTajo B UHTEHCUBHOCTH. UTO-TO IIeKoTaso ee 6egpo. OHa Onina
MOKpo#. OHa He MOTJIa 3TOTO BUAETh, HO ObIJIa B 9TOM yBepeHa. Cnabas CcTpyiiKa IIOTeKJIa 110 ee
KOXKe.

«HeT, uepT Bo3pMU», — CHOBa CKa3aJsla OHa ce0e B ImycToil KoMHaTe. «He 3aBOIKUCH».

Ho oHa HMYero He Morja c 9TUM nofenaTh. OHa Oblyia Bo30yxKaeHa. YacTh ee Tela 0XOTHO
pearupoBasia Ha BO3MOXKXHOCTh TOTO, YTO KTO-TO HaleT ee 00HaKEHHOM.

«CocpepoToubcs, Jlapa», — cKa3aa OHa BCiyX. «CocpenoTouncs. Yak CKOpo BepHeTcA. HUKTO MeHs
He yBuUOuT. Bce 6ymeTt koHueHO. CoGepuch».

Ona paborasna Haf cBouM AwrxaHueM. B. Bue. B. BHe. OHa mombiTanach yCIOKOUTHCS. OTO OBLIO



HEIIPOCTO, HO ITI0CJIe ABYX MUHYT POBHOI'O OBIXaHWA OHa IIOAgyMaJla, 9YTO 3TO cpa60TaJ10. Ona cka3sana
ce6e, YTO COCPEOOTOYUTCA Ha ObIXaHWH, IIOKA Yaxk He BEPHETCA U HE BHIIIYCTUT €€.

3aTeM OHa yCIBIIIAJa, KaK TI0OBEPHYJIACh IBEPHAS PydKa.

Cepaie Jlaphl BHIIPHITHYJIO U3 TPYAX NIPSIMO B POT, COEPKUBas KPUK CTpaxa. « ITO BCETO JUIIL Yak»,
— cKasasna oHa cebe. OH BepHYJCS paHo. OH BHITAIIUT MEHS OTCIOTaA.

Pyuka mepecTasna moBOpaYuBaThCS, U IBEPh OTKPHIIAch. BeICOKas ¢purypa, BHIPHUCOBHIBABIIASICS Ha
(GoHe ONIyIEeHHOT0 CBeTa CHapyKHU, 3all0JIHUIIa Ipoxon. Purypa ocTaHOBUIIACH ¥ IOCMOTpeEIa Ha
TSAKEeJyI0 CIOPTUBHYIO CYMKY B CBOEU pyKe. 3aTeM (urypa mocMortpesna BBepx. Ero rinasa
BCTPETUIIUCH C JIapou.

910 OBl ee chiH KOHHOP.
OH OB TOTHEIH, 6e3 pyOallky, Ha HeM OBIIM TOJIBKO CIIOPTHBHEIE IIOPTHI, HOCKH U KPOCCOBKH.

CHayvalla OH HWYEro He CKa3asl. Jlapa Toxe. Eif THIIMHa Ka3anach 6eckoHeuHoi. PoT KoHHOpa
OTKPHIJICS, U3[IaB IHPOKOe, HemoaBuKHOe «O», XOTS HUKTO M3 HUX HUYETo He CKa3aj. 3aTeM OH
YPOHHUJI CBOIO CITOPTUBHYIO CYMKY Ha 10j1. OH 3aXJIONHYJ 3a C060ii IBEPb.

«Mama», — cka3an KornHop. «Thl ronsii!»

Jlapa HUYeEro He TOBOPHUIA, U HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi KonHop Toxke. OH TyIo CMOTPEI Ha MaMy, IIUPOKO
PacKpHIB I'Jla3a U OTKPHIB POT. JIapa BUAesa, KaK OH IMoKadall TOJI0BOM U nofoIes K Hell. OH
IIOCMOTPEI Ha ee CKOBaHHLIE PYKH, a 3aTeM Orjisaes KomHaTy. OHa yBUena, KaK paCTePSIHHOCTh Ha
€ro JIUIle CMEHUIIaCh TPEBOTOM.

«Mama», - Kkpuyan oH. — Yto crmyuunock? C To60it Bce B mopsimke? Kro...

«4 B mopsinke, Konnop», — orBeTuna Jlapa, nepebuBas ero. Ho Konnop He ycrnokousncs. Ero Temno
TPSICIIOCH, & T'J1a3a JIMX0PafouHO OCMaTpUBald KOMHATY.

"KT0 9T0 chenan?" OH CIIPOCUIIL.
«Yak cpernar 3T0», cKa3asa Jlapa.

— Yak? 41, uepT Bo3bMH, pa300bi0 eMy roloBy. JIapa yBumena, Kak KoHHOD cxkanl Kynaku. O4eBUIHO,
OH myMaJ, 4To Yak rae-To psmoM. Jlapa IIOMOPIIUIIAChk OT THeBa ChIHA W €T0 HeIleH3YPHOU JIEKCUKH.
OHa muTala OTBpAlIeHue K HeIeH3yPHEIM CJI0BaM ¥ PeIKO ux ymoTpebnsna. OHa 3Hama, YTO er
HY2KHO €T'0 YCIIOKOHUTb.

«KoHHOD, mocyiai MeHs», cka3ana Jlapa. «Haka 3mech HET. ITO Oblyia UTpa. f mM03BOJIUIT MYy
coenaThb 9T0. MBI cennany 3T0 BMecTe. Ycnokoics. OH yIiesn U He BepHeTCs KaKoe-To BpeMs. OH
IIOIIIe]I B Mara3uH 3a Koe-KaKMMHU BelllaMU U CKa3all, YTO OH BEPHYChb».

KoHHOp chenarn ellle Tpu 1Iara K MaMe, ITOKa He 0Ka3aJiCsl BCEro B HECKOJIbKUX (yTax OoT Hee. Ero
TeJI0, Hallpsi2KeHHOe ¥ B3BHHUEHHOe, HEMHOT'0 OIIyCTeso. Jlapa Morja cKa3aTk, YTO OH CTapajcs He
CMOTPETh Ha ee 0OHaXKeHHOe TeJI0, HO 3TO eMy He yoaBaioch. Ero ria3a MeTaluch BBEPX U BHU3 110
ee 00HaXKeHHOH ¢urype. BblsIo 0OYeBUAHO, YTO OH He 3HAJI, YTO CKa3aTh.

«KonHOp», cKalana Jlapa. "Tsl MOXKeIllb COenaTh KOe-4TO AJIs MeHT?"

«KoHeuyHO, MaMa», — cKa3a OH. "UTo Tel xouemb?" OH OTKJIOHUII OT Hee rojoBy, HO Jlapa Bupgena,



YTO OH BCE elrle CMOTPUT Ha Hee KpaeM ria3a.
«HaiiguTe K04 0T 9TUX HapyYHUKOB», — CKa3aja OHa. «ITO HOJIKHO OBIT TIe-TO 3[I€Ch».

Jlape, Ka3anoch, moTpebdoBanoCch HECKOJILKO CEeKYH/, YTOOH ee mpock0a AOIIIa 0 ero CO3HaHUS.
KOHHOD 3aCTHIUT Ha MECTE, U30 BCEX CHJI CTapasiCh He CMOTPETh Ha CBOI0 00HAXKEHHYIO MaTh, HO HE B
CHJIax 3Toro u3bexarb. Ho B KOHIIe KOHI[OB OH OTBETHII.

«XopoI1o, MamM», CKa3al OH. «['Ie MHe CMOTPETh?»
«41 He 3HaW0», CKasana oHa. «I'me-To 3gech. [luBaH. CTynbs. [0KHO OBITh, THE-TO PSATLOM».

KOHHOp Ha4all OCMaTPUBATh TOCTUHYIO, OIIPOKUOBIBAA ONUBAHHLBIE ITIOOYIITKU 1 6p0C&H HX Ha II0JI B
IIOMCKaX KJII04a. J'Iapa 3aMeEeTHJIIa, YTO BPEMSA OT BPEMEHHU €TI0 B3TJIAd OTBIIEKAJICA OT IIOMCKOB U
CMOTPEII Ha ee obHaxxeHHOe Teo. Eif OBIJI0 CMEIIHO 0CO3HABaTh, YTO CHIH X04eT Ha Hee IIOCMOTPETH.

«Tel paHo goMa», cKa3ana oHa. — [louemy? 4 mymar, TH IpUAeb B 6.

«Y Hac pomxkHa Oblyia OBITH UTPA, HO NOJIOBKHA pelsAT He NpUlla», — CKa3al KoHHOD, mogHUMas
NOAYIIKY C OuBaHa. «f He 3Halo moueMy. MTak, y Hac He XBaTuio pedst Ha urpy. OctanabHbIe
HEKOTOpOe BpeMs IofaBaiu u 0TOuBanyu Ma4u. Ho OBIJIO CIUIIKOM XKapKo, TIO3TOMY MBI
OCTAHOBWIMUCSH. {1 pelus BepHyThCA OOMOU. ¢ He oxupjai..."

OH He 3aKOHYMJI CBOIO MHEICJIb. OH OCTaHOBHJICS 1 IIO3BOJINII PyKaM yIIaCTh I10 6okaM. OH IOMHSIN
T'Jla3a U BRIAEP2ZKAJI BI3TJIAO MATEPH.

«Mama», cka3an oH. «KaxeTcs... 9T0 KaKagd-To nyTanuia. C Toboii Bce B mopsagke? YTo
IIPOUCXOOUT?»

«4 B mopsinke, KoHHOD», CKa3aja oHa. «9T0 TO, 4TO Yak xoTes caenaTh. A cornmacuncs. OxoTHO. MHe
OY€eHb XKaJb. [OMKHO OBITH, I TeOS CTPAHHO HAUTH MEHS B TAKOM BH[E».

Jlape X0TeI0Ch UCUE3HYTh, HO HAPYUYHUKH U BepeBKa KPENKO yIepKUBaIU ee Ha OIIOPHOU Gaske.
Ona GyfeT OTKpHITa CBOEMY CHIHY, TOKa OH He HAWOeT KJTI0Y U He OTIYCTHUT ee.

KonHOp npopomnkan ocMaTpuBaTh FOCTUHYIO.

«Ou!» - ckazana Jlapa. OHa nmogBuUranach, 4ToOH YCTPOUTELCSA OyHoOHee, ¥ BepeBKa Ha IIpaBod HOTe
BHE3alHO 3allleMuIa ee.

KoHHOD npeKkpaTus CBOU fea U IOAOIIeN K Hel.
«Mama, 4TO CIIy4usioCh?»

«Huyero cepre3HOro», — cKasajia OHa. «9TO IIPOCTO BepeBKa BOKPYT Moeil Horu. OHa 3aTsSHYJach,
KOTZla 5 TIEPEeMECTHJII CBOM BeC, U HEMHOTO YIIUIIHYJIa MEHS.

«Mory nu s 4T0-HUOYOb coenaTh?» — crmpocuil KonHop. OH CTOSIT BCETO B HECKOIBKUX (yTax OT Hee.
Jlapa 3ameTwuna ero tejo 6e3 pyOalIku, CKOIb3K0E OT TI0Ta, HO eIlle He BLICOXIIee MOCTe 3aHsATHN
copToM. OHa 3aMeTHIIa IIUPUHY ero IJIed, MyCKYIHUCTYIO TPYOb U TYJIOBHUIIE. [[PpOKE COTPSICTIa ee
TEJIO.

«4 He yBepeHa», CKa3aja OHa. «BepeBKa Tyro HaTsHyTa BOKPYT Moel HOTH. § He yBepeHa...» Ee
royioc 3atux. OHa He 3HaJA, YTO CKa3arTh.



KoHHOD mpucesn Ha KOPTOYKH, TIOKa €ro I'0JI0Ba HE 0Ka3aslach Ha OOJHOM YPOBHE CO CBS3aHHOM HOTOM.
Ero manblIibl CXBaTHUIIM BEPEBKY U MTOIIPABUIIK ee Ha ee Oempe.

«9TO TO MECTO, TIe OHO IIUIIaI0?» OH CIIPDOCHUII. — A 310 I/ICHpaBI/IJ'I?

Jlapa mogBuHYJach, YTOOH! BEIICHUTH, pewrwt mu KounHop mpo6iemy. OHa 0co3Hasa, 4To ee
oOHaxXeHHBIe Oegpa MOKAYMBAIOTCS ¥ BEIABUTAIOTCS BIIePeNd BCETo B pyTe OT Julla ee ChiHa. 1o
IpUYHUHAM, KOTOPhIE OHa He COBCEM ITOHMMAJIa WJIK He X0Teja cebe IPU3HAThCS, OHA MPOIoIKalla
pacKauyuBaThCs, HUYEro He TOBOPS cpa3dy. OHa ITOCMOTpesia CO CBOETr0 MecTa Ha uIo ckiHa. OHa
yBUena, KakK B3risaa KoHHOpa METHYJICS OT BEPEBKHU Ha €e HOTe K TOJIOMY MECTy COEOUHEHUS MeXIY
ee Horamu. Eif OBIJIO TPYIHO IPU3HATHCS B 9TOM caMoii cebe, HO 9T0 Oblyla ITpaBaa: OHa Bce 0OJIbIIIe
B030yKmanach OT 6JIM30CTHU JUIla ChiHA K ee 00HaKeHHOU KUCKe.

«Tak ny4iie», — cKa3aja OHa IT0Cjie HeKOTOpOoU 3afepxkku. «Crmacubo. Bel MoxKeTe HaWTHU 9TOT
KJTIOY?»

— Koneuno, maM, — cka3an KoHHOp, HO He moImeBeuics. Ero Teno octanocs B TOH Xke 1M03€, HO OH
TIOMIHSJT Ha Hee TOJIOBY.

«MamMa, 3aueM TH 9TO OeJjlaelllb? ITO KaXKeTCsI KaKUM-TO... 1 He 3Hato. KcTtaTtH, ocTaBUTh TeOs 30ech -
3TO B Marasmuue, s 9TOTO He IIOHUMAIO.

Jlapa mocMoTpesia BHU3, B IePeBEPHYTHIE TIa3a ChIHA, ¥ €€ CEepPAIle PAcTasiyio OT UCKPEeHHET0
0ecIoKoiCTBa, KOTOPOe OHa yBHAena B HUX. OHA 3Ha/a, YTO [JIS HETO 9TO, HOJIKHO OBITh, GBIIIO
CTPAHHO: BUJIETh, KAK €r0 MaTh CBsI3aHHAs U 0OHaXKeHHas, TOHPABUIIOCh 3T0. Ho OHa yBUea, Kak
€ro B3TJISI METHYJICS OT ee B3TJIsiga K ee TopyaluM cockaMm. CTpaHHOe YyBCTBO OXBATHIIO €€ TeJIO,
IOCTUTHYB KMCKHU, U OHA X0TeJla CBeCTH Gefipa BMecCTe, HO, OyAy4Yu CBSI3aHHOM, He MOTJIa.

«3T10 JIeHb 00HAKEHHOM HATYPHI», - CKa3asla OHa.
«Jlens 0OHaxXKeHHOM HaTyphI?» KOHHOD 0TBeTUI. «YTO 3TO 3a XEPHI?»

«KOHHOD, TBOM A3BIK», CKa3ajla OHa. «I9TO HallMOHAJIbHBIM IE€Hb, IIOCBAIIEHHBIA Harote. Yak
pacckasan MHe 06 3TOM U CKa3aJl, YTO XOUeT CHeslaTh 3T0 KO [IHI0 00HaXXeHHOM HaTyphl. Ciymai, s
He 3Hal0, KaK 3T0 00bsICHUTH, KOHHOP», — cKa3asa Jlapa, cTapasiCh COXPaHSTh CIIOKOWCTBHE. «C
T00OI HEJIOBKO TOBOPUTHL 00 3TOM. Yak U 5 T0O6UM UTPaTh B ONpefieieHHbIe UTPhl. EMy HpaBUTCSA
pa3obrayaTh MeHS ¥ CTaBUTh B YI3BUMOE II0JI0KeHuUe. S 3Hai0, 3TO TPYAHO MOHATH>.

«Mama, THI Telepb 04YeHb ysI3BUMa», — cKa3an KoHHop. OH OTBEpHYJICA OT ee nuia, u Jlape
II0Ka3aJI0Ch, UYTO OH CHOBa CMOTPHUT Ha ee KHUCKY. [laxKe He 3amyMbIBasich 00 9TOM, OHa IT0OKadasa
Oenmpamu, ele pa3 0YeHb TOHKO MOATAIKKBAS CBOIO KMCKY K ChIHY. C ee ry0 copBasics citabblit B3[I0X
Bo3nyxa. OHa Hapesnach, 4To KOHHOp 9TOro He ycnbiman. OHa OTIpsSHy/Ia Ha3af, MPUXKaBIINCh K
omopHOM 6asike, KakK TOJIBKO MOHIA, 9TO menaeT. OHa 3agaBajack BOIIPOCOM, MOT i KOHHOD,
HaXOOUBIIMICS TaK 6JIM3K0, TOYYBCTBOBATD €€ 3allaX.
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