3a0aBHO, YTO [0 CHX IOP Y Hee He OBIJI0 0COOHIX XKejlaHui. B caMoM Havdase ee eqUHCTBEHHBIM
JKejaHueM OBIIO KUTh. POOUTHCS TOJIBKO IJIst TOT'0, UTOOBI OBITH MOTJIOIIEHHBEIM CBOMM ITaPAHOUKOM M
3aBUCTHUKOM-OTIIOM - BOT 4TO C T000# OymeT. O cMepTu 'ecTu OECIIOKOUTHCS He MPUX0auIochk. OHa
Onima 6eccMepTHA, KaK ¥ Bce Ooru u 6oruuu. OOHAKO BEIKUTE - 3TO HE TO XKe caMoe, YTO XHUTh, a
JKH3HB B XKHBOTE €€ OTIIA - 3TO BOOOIIE He JKHU3Hb.

[Tocrne Toro Kak 3eBC HAKOHEII CIlac UX BCEX, OHA He XKejaja Hu4ero, Kpome 3a00Thl 0 cBoeM Ouare.
Ee Tonkanu Ha BOMHY C UX OTIIOM U OSASIMU, XOTS OHa IIpefJiaraja JUIIJIOMaTHIO, HO He TO YTOOH OHa
aToro xoTena. U mocre Bcero, 4To OBIJIO CKa3aHO U CHeNaHo, OHa He UCIBIThIBala HUKAKUX OPYTUX
JKeJaHUM, KpoMe KejlaHus 3a00TUTHCS O CBOMX OpaThix U CeCTpax.

3eBC MOT OBITH UX NTUAEPOM, HO ['ecTus Oblyta cTapiieir. UMeHHO oHa Jo/KHA Oblsla 3a60TUTHCS O
CBOHX COOpaThsX - Oorax u OoruHsaX. KOHEYHO, TOTOM IIPOK30IIes HHIUAEHT ¢ [IpuamoM. Eciu Ob He
rPpoMKoe OJiessHHe COCETHEro 0ocjla, MeJIKHi 60T PaCTUTENIbHOCTH 3asie3 Okl Ha Hee BO CHE U JIUIIUII
IEeBCTBEHHOCTH IIPSIMO TaM ¥ TOTAa. To, YTO OH 3TOT0 He CHENal... Hy, 9T0 ObIJI0 CKOpee yanadel, 4eM
YeM-TO ele.

B o6uiem, monroe BpeMsi I'ecTHs MOBOJIBCTBOBaNACh TeM, YTO yXazKuBaja 3a CBouM Oyarom u
3aboTunack o TeX, KTO Aejiall To ke caMoe. bynyuu GoruHel ceMbd, OHa OOJIroe BpeMs 3ab0Tuiach o
YyeJI0BeYEeCKUX CEMbSX, B TOM YHCJIe O CBOUX OpaThsixX U CECTPaX, a TakKxke 00 ux getsax. M korga
Jlarepio MOIYKPOBOK MOTpeOoBasics qupekTop, ['ecTus B3siia Ha ceb6s U 9Ty POIIb.

OHa Bcerfa CIpaBisijiiach CO BceMU CBoMMHU 005i3aHHOCTSIMU. He OblI0 cydast, 4TOOH OHa
YyBCTBOBasa cebs... HEyIOBIeTBOPeHHOM. [[o cux mop. Brepsrie ['ecTus mouyBCTBOBasa, YTO KejaaeT
yero-to 6osbirero. Eil 3axoTenock KOro-to. M XoTst oHa 3Hasia, 4TO 3TO IIJIoXas Ufes... OHa He Morja
He MmocyaTh coobinenue Ilepcu [IkekCoHY, 4TOOL OH HaBecTus ee. Ho oHa moobGemrana cede, 94TO He
CcTaHeT eMy jirath. [1o KpaliHell Mepe, OH [OJIXKEH 3HATh IIPaBay O CUTYallUU OO0 TOTO, KaK MEeXOy
HUMH YTO-TO IIPON30UMET.

-X-X-X-

Brin yKe 03gHUN Beyep, KOrAa ero mo3panu B bosbioi noM. [Tepcu ObIJI0 MHTEPECHO Y3HATDH, B UeM
nerno. OH He 0TKa3ajcs OBl OT BO3MOXKHOCTH I000IATHCS ¢ ['ecTuel, Ho B TO XKe BPeMsI ero He MOT'JI0
He 0EeCIIOKOUTH, YTO XOUET OT HEro JUPEKTOp Jlareps. TeM Oosiee 4TO OHa OblsIa ellle ¥ I'PeuecKom
OorvHeN B MIPSIMOM CMBICIIE CIIOBA.

Tak 4To ma, oH OBIJT HEMHOT'O B3BOJIHOBAH, KOTHa, BePHYBIIUCEH B BosbIoi noM, o6Hapyxul I'ecTuio,
OMHOKO CHOAIIYI0 B TOCTHHOM. [Togoiifnsg K Hel mobmuxke, [lepcu MPOYUCTHII TOPJIO.

«3-3... TH X0TeJla MeHS BUMETh, OOTUHI?»

OtopBaB B3rJIA[ OT OrHs, ['eCTHSI HA MIHOBEHHUE 3aMUPAET, CJIOBHO YAUBJIEHHAS €T'0 BHE3AMHEIM
nosBneHreM. Heyxkenu oHa Tak riay6oko 3agymanachk? Heyxkenu oHa 3a0blia, YTO 3TO OHA
Torpocusia ero npuiitu? Ho 9T0 Uitk Ha MTHOBEHHE, a 3aTEM OHa BOCCTAHABIMBAET PABHOBECHE,
MSATKO yNbI0aeTcsl ¥ KayaeT rOJIOBOH.



«IToxanyticta, Ilepcu. 4 xe npocuna Te0s Ha3bBaTh MeHs ['ecTrell, pa3Be HET?»

A, TaK 1 ecTh, He TakK mu? C MOMEHTA KX IIOCIeTHEr0 pa3roBopa MPOU30IIIO CTOIBKO BCETO, YTO OH
naxe 3a0bI... HE TOBOPS YK€ O TOM, YTO IIPOCTO HaXOAUThCS B ee MPUCYTCTBUHU paHbIlle OBIIO
HECKOJIbKO TOJIOBOKPYKUTEIIBHO.

«41 Beb TOKE CKa3aja, YTO IT03Ke MBI elrle TIOTOBOPHM, He Tak nu? Hy... Temeps yX&K TOYHO MO3Ke».

BcTas ¢ kpecna, ['ecTusi mpoTITUBAET €My PYKY, SIBHO HaMepeBasiCh, YTOOH OH B CBOIO OYepefb
IPOTSIHYJI el CBOI0. HeMHOT0 mokpacHes, [Iepcu HaKOHEeI[ IPOTITUBAET CBOIO PYKY U ITO3BOJISIET
OoruHe B3sTh ee. OHa Temas... HedegoBeyecku Temnasi. Ho He B minoxoM cMbiciie. Ha camom ferte,
ee 60KeCTBEHHOE TeIJI0 TPOHUKaeT B HETO, MIyTELIeCTBYs BBEPX 110 PyKe U 10 Teny. Ilepcu pe3ko
BBIJBIXAET BO3MYX, U AbixaHue ['ecTuu Toxke cOMBaETCS.

U mpexne 4eM OH ycIeBaeT 3afaTh BOIIPOC, YTO XK€ IPOU30IITIO0, OHA TSHET ero 3a coboi. OHH
BMECTe IIPOXOASAT yepe3 00bIoit pepMepcKUul oM, BEIXOAAT U3 TOCTUHOM U UAYT 110 Kopumgopy. U
BOT OHM y2Ke B CIIaJIbHe... KOTOpas MOXKeT ObITh TOJIBKO crianbHel ['ectun. [lepcu npuKyceBaeT
HUXKHIOI T'y0y, OTJIAABIBasCh 110 CTOpoHaM. OH He MOXKeT CKa3aTh, OTKy[a OH 3HaeT, YTO 3TO CIaIbHS
TecTun, - mpoCcTO €My TakK KaxkeTcsd. M, KoHEeYHO, TOT (paKT, YTO OHU HAXOASATCS B ee OMe, O3HadaeT,
YTO Yy Hee [o/IKHa ObITh ClIaJbHA Te-TO B 9TUX YEThIPeX CTeHax.

Kak 6v1 TO HE OB110, [lepcu HaUMHAeT UCIHITHIBATE ONpeeIeHHbIe YyBCTBA, KOTra ['eCTUst MOIBOOUT
€ro K KpOBAaTH ¥ YCAXKWBAET Ha Hee PSIoM ¢ co6oii. [ToueMy-To OH ITOMO3PEBAET, YTO 3TO HE COBCEM
HOpMasbHO. [ToueMy-To OH yBEpEH, YTO OOTMHS oYyara He JejlaeT HUYero MogoOHOTo ¢ IPYyTruMu
o0uTaTeIsIMH JTareps.

«borusn4... -9, 'ectusa?»

l'ecTus MArko YJIBI6aeTC${ €My, €€ 30JI0TEIE€ I'Jla3ad CUAI0T, U OHa BCE €Ille NEePXKUT €I0 PYKY B CBO€H.
Ona IepenneTaeT ux Iajblibl, 3aCTaBIAg HepCI/I KpaCHETH €Ille CuJIbHEee OT 3TOIr0 IIPUKOCHOBEHN .

«Ilepcu... 1 Gblyia He COBCEM OTKPOBEHHa C TOOOM. B KoMHaTe OBLIM [IpyTHE IONU, U S He Morja ObITh
HaCTOJIbKO OTKPOBEHHOMU, KaK MHe X0TeJI0Ch Okl. Ho Teneps... Teepb MEI BOIBOEM... U 51 IOJIXKHa Tebe
TIPU3HATHCSI».

HepCI/I MOpPraert, IMbITasaACh IIOHATL, O YEM OHa I'OBOPHUT. ‘-Iepe3 MIHOBEHHE OH HAKJIOHSET I'OJIOBY B
CTOPOHY, IIBEITAACE IIPUOYMATh TOJIBKO OOWH BAPHWAHT.

«... ITO 0 TOM, KTO MO¥ oTel]? [ToTOMy YTO y MeHs yKe eCTb HeIlljloxad foragka».

CeCcTus BHITJISIOUT YOUBIIEHHOM... @ 3aTEM HEMHOTO CMYIIIEHHOM.



«Her, ITepcu. MHe XKaJlb, HO 9TO IIPABUJIO B HEKOTOPOM pofie He3rbmeMo. [laxke eciiy TBOe Haclieque
KaXKeTCS OUeBUIHHIM, ThI He OyHellb MPU3HaH CEIHOM CBOETO OTIIa [I0 TeX IIOp, II0Ka OH He 3asBUT O
cebe MOIKHBEIM 00Pa3oM».

TexHuyecku 3T0 He OBIJIO HOBOM MH(pOPMalel, HO BCe PaBHO ObLJIO HETIPUSITHO IOJTyYUTh
nmonTBepxkaeHue oT ['ectuu. M Bce XKe, eclii OHa He XO0TeJla TOBOPUThL eMy 00 3TOM, KaKoe Mpu3HaHue
OHa [oJIKHa OblTa coenath? [Ipexke 4eM OH yCIien CIipocuTh, ['ecTus u3pmana TUXHUH B3[0X, BCe ellle
CLIETIJISISE CBOM TIAJIBITEL ¢ er0o. OH OepzKUTCS 3a PYKY ¢ O0THHEeH, - BApyT oco3Han [lepcu. 3to
HEMHOT0... ”HTUMHO.

«ITepcwu, ol He npocTo CeiH bora. Thl eme u PemHKapHALUI».

PeunkapHauus? [Tepcu 4yBCTByeT cebs HEMHOTO OIIeJIOMJIEHHEIM. B HEMasol CTeneHu OTOMY, YTO
OH He COBCEM IOHMMaeT, YTO 3TO 3Ha4uT. K cuacThio Ang Hero, ['ecTrs mpogonkaeT 00bSCHATD.

«JIr000#1 YyesloBeK, OKa3aBIINICS B IOA3EMHOM MUPE IIOCJIe CMEPTH, MOXKET IepepoauThes, [lepcu.
CHauana MCKYTaBIIUCE B peke JleTe, 4TOO CTePeTh BOCTIOMUHAHUS O CBOEM IPedbIAyIel KU3HY, a
3aTeM IIepePOAUBIINCE B CMEPTHOM MUpe. TH - O0HO U3 TAKUX CYLIECTB... THl KUJI [0 9TOU XKU3HHU, U
g cpasy XkKe y3Hal Tebs».

[Tepcu Haxmypuin 6poBu. OHa cpa3y y3Hana ero? Heyxemnu oH ObIJI HACTOJIBKO BazKeH B CBOEH
IIPOIIION XKU3HU?

«$1 He CTaHy XOOUThL BOKPYT fa 0KoJ1o, Ilepcu. Ecy TH X04ellb y3HATh, KEM ThI OB KOTHA-TO, S
pacckaxy Tebe 3mech u cerryac. TOTBKO CKaXkKu».

Ou Huyero He roBopuT. OH BCe ellle UTPaeT B NOTOHSANKU. YeCcTHO roBops, Ilepcu 1o cux mMop He MOT
CMUPHUTHCS C TeM, YTO OH IoJTy0oT. A Telephb OH y3HAJI, YTO OH ellle U penHKapHUpoBan? Ho,
TI0XO0XKe... CyOs 10 TOMY, KakK ['eCTus OmuCHBasa 3TO, OH Bce elre 6bi1 caMmuM co6oii. Kem Ovl OH HU
OB, er0 BOCTIOMMHAHUS CMbITa peka Jleta. Temeps oH Obu Ilepcu [:KeKCOHOM, TTOTHOCTHIO U 6e3
oCTaTKa.

B To ke BpeMst 'ecTuu Ka3anock, YTO ero PeMHKapHAIIKs BCE ellle YTO-TO 3HA4YUT. YT0-TO OOJIBIIOE.
W ecnu OOTHHS TaK JIETKO y3HaJIA ero [0 OOHOMY JIMIIb B3TJISIAY, 3HAYUT, 3TO OBIIO YTO-TO BaxkHOe. B
TO K€ BpeMs OH He OBbIJT yBepPEeH, X04eT JIX OH 3TO 3HATh iU HeT. OH He OB YBepeH, HyXKHO JIU eMy
3HATh, KeM OH OBII B IIPOIIION KU3HHU, KOTOPYIO OH HEe TIOMHWUII.

«... 91 BUXKY, 4TO 3TO pellleHue fanoch Tebe Hemnerko, Ilepcu. Bo3aMOXKHO, ST CMOTY... TOMOYb Tebe
paccrmabuThCs».

[Tepcu BHE3AMHO OTPHIBAETCS OT CBOMX MHIC/IEH, Koraa ['ecTus mpoTaruBaeT K HUM 00eUM BTOPYIO
PYKY... ¥ KIafIeT ee eMy Ha ITPOMeXKHOCTh. Ero rja3a pacimmpsiioTces, Korga 60TUHS CEMEeHHOro o4ara
KpacHeeT U HEeXKHO IIPOBOJUT JIafOHBIO 110 ITPOMEXKHOCTHU ero Opiok. UTo... 4TO OHA fesaeT?
IepxkaThCs 3a PYKH - 3TO ONHO, HO TaKoe?



He To uT006®I [Tepcu xanoBasncs. ['ecTus Obiyia 602K€CTBEHHO KpacuBa. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa Oblyia
ooruuei. U Bce xe...

«f myman... a... pa3Be T He boruns-[lesa, 'ectua?»

OH OTYeT/IMBO IOMHUJI, YTO ['eCcTus ObIJIa OMHOM U3 ONIMMINKUCKUX OOTHHB, KOTOPAs HUKOTA He
Opana cebe MyKa, HIKOTIa He JIOXKHUJIACh C MyK4uHOM. OH ObIT YBEPEH, YTO 3TO IIejIas YacTh ee
mudonoruu. Ho 'ecTust He OTMaxXHYJIacCh OT €r0 CJIOB, a JIKING YILIOHYIach U KMBHYIIA, TPOMOJIKAs
TepPeOUTh PACTYLIYIO BHITYKIOCTh €70 POMEXKHOCTH.

«Jla, [Tepcu. Ha camomM pmene s Ovlta nepBoi boruned-IleBoii. [laBHRIM-IABHO 5 IIOMIPOCHIIA CBOETO
OpaTa 3eBca 651aroCIOBUTL MEHS, YTOOHI ST MOTJIa OCTABaThCS IEBOM U OCTABaThCS He3aMyxkHel. OH
corlacuics Ha Moo mpock0y. OgHaKo... 1 HUKOTla He faBaa o0eta 6e36payunsi».

9T0 6bII10... 3-3... [Tepcu, YeCTHO TOBOPS, OBITIO TPYOHO 0CO3HATH BCe 3T0. U Kak OyATO A TOTO,
yTOOB eMy OBLIO ellle TPyIHEee 3TO CAenaTh, 'ecTus pe3ko 060CcTpsieT cuTyanuio. boruusa onyckaeTcs
C KpOBaTHU Ha KOJIEHW U IPOOMpPaeTCs MeXOy ero HOT, pa3[BUras UX U HAIIYILIBAS MyTOBUIY U
MOJIHMIO Ha Opiokax. [lepcu He ocTaHaBnmuBaeT ee. OH MPOCTO HabM0JaeT 3a TeM, KaK OHa C YILIOKOM
CMOTPHUT Ha HETO, MEe[JIEHHO U3BJIeKas €Tr0 PACTYIIYI0 3PEKITNI0 U3 CBOUX IIYT.

«Koneuno, 6ymeT nydlre, eClid s OCTaHyCh IeBCTBeHHUIleH. Ho 3TO He 3HAYUT, YTO MLl HE CMOXKEM
IenaTh BMECTE MHOTO OPYTHUX Belrel. f 6yay ocTaBaThCs [EBOM... JaXKe eClId IOMOTy Tebe HeMHOT0
paccmabuThCs».

[Tepcu B3TOXHYTI C CONPOTAHKEM: ero 4jieH B pykKe ['ecTuu mogparuBai U OT ee XBaTKH, ¥ OT
OTKpPBITOTO Bo3ayxa. C OMHOM CTOPOHHL... OH He YyBCTBOBAJ cebs 6oyee pacciableHHbIM B JaHHBIN
MoMeHT. C OpyTro¥ CTOPOHHI, OH OIIPeMeIeHHO He X0Tes, YToOH ['eCTHsl OCTaHABNIUBaAIaCh. [109TOMY
OH He co0upascs TOBOPUTh e 00 9TOM.

Pyka Boruau Odara Ha MrHOBEHME 3KCIIEPUMEHTaIbHO CKOJIb3HYJIa [0 ero 4JjeHy... 3aTeM OHa
IPUKYCUIIa HUKHIOW I'y0y, OlleHu Ia ero pa3Mep U KUBHYJIA caMa cebe. 3aTeM, K ero BEUHOMY IIOKY,
l'ectus TsHeTCS BHU3 H... 3apupaeT BepXx. OHa ofeTa B MaHTHIO, XOPOIIIO CKPHIBAIOINYIO €€ TeJo, U
HOSTOMy HepCI/I He COBCEM IIOHUMaAeT, 4TO BUOUT, HO B OOJUH MOMEHT OHA OKA3bIBAETCA IIOJIHOCTLIO
IIPUKPBITOM, a B CJIEAYIOIINM... ee TPyOb OKa3blBaeTCS Ha BUMY.

[MonHas, MsArKas u 61emHas rPydb ['eCTHu - caMoe BOCXUTUTENbHOE, U4TO Ilepcu Korga-mubo BUel.
Ho 3T0 mepBEIit pa3 B €eT0 KU3HU... BEPHEE, B 9TOU KU3HHU, Korfa 6oruHs o6HaXKaeTcs epeq HUM BOT
Tak. 3aTauB AbixaHue, [lepcu HaOmongaeT 3a TeM, Kak ['ecTus o0XBaThIBAET €TI0 I'PYAbIO, YIIUPAsCh
CUCbKaMU B €r0 4JIeH.

CHauana eu YOaeTCs IIOJTHOCTBIO 3arJIOTUTE €0 CBOUM OEKOJIBTE, HO HepCI/I elne He O KOHIla OKpeEII,
1 Tellepb, KOrga ee rpyou 00XBATHIIH €T0 YJIeH, eMYy He Tpe6yeTc;{ MHOT'O BPEMEHHU, YTOOBI HAKOHEI]
OOCTHYb IIOJTHOM MadTH. Kak TOIBKO OH 3TO CHEeNIall, KOHUYHK ero 4jieHa yIiepcs B BEPXHIOIO YaCTh €€



IIeKOTIbTE, e[IBa He yIapHB ee 110 OA00POAKY, KOTHOa OHA 3afBUTrajia CHChKaMU BBEPX-BHU3 II0 €T0
YJIeHy.

Bups aT0, 'ectus KonebneTcs MU MTHOBEHUE... @ 3aTeM HaKJIOHSIETCS BIlepe]], UPOKO
packphiBaeT ry0Obl 4 OepeT TOJ0BKY ero 4jeHa B poT. ['11a3a [lepcu paciupunuch OT yOUBIIEHUS, OH
OTKUHYJI TOJIOBY Ha3af ¥ 3aCTOHAJ B 3HaK 01arofapHOCTU. Bce 3TO MPOKUCXO[UTIO... OUeHb OBICTPO.
He npormno u gus!

U Bce ke oH Obl1I 30ech. Ero TpaxaeT B cuchbku boruns. Boruns menaetr emy MuHeT. M Bce 9T0 mmocie
TOTO, KaK y Hero ObIJI0 HECKOJIBKO... BCTPEeY CO CBOMMHU coOpaTbaMu-nonyooramu. Ot Knapucce u ee
IPYKKOB 10 AHHA0eT B Jla3apeTe, MPUYeM He OOUH, a OBa pa3a. Bce 9To ObIIO Yepecyyp, HO 3TOT
ciydai onpeneneHHO ObIT Ha BeICOTE. [Iepcu He MOT OTPHUIIATh, YTO BpeMs, TpoBefdeHHoe ¢ AHHabeT,
OBLIIO TOTPSICAIOIIMM, ¥ OH C PAOCThIO IIPOBeI Okl C Hell elre OoJibille BpeMeHu B OyayiieM. OH yxke
coryacuics ObITh B ee KOMaHZe «3axBaT ¢ara», ¥, IPU3HAThCS, eMy ObLI0 JTI0O0MBITHO, KaKast
cymb0a y HUX BMECTe, eCJIA OHa BOOOIIE eCTh.

Ho aT0? I'ecTus cTOsI/1a Ha KOJEHIX U fejlajia eMy Maccax rpynu. M aTo 6w710 HeoOsuHO. HecMoTps
Ha CTaTyC OOTMHU-IEBCTBEHHUIILI, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHA [eMCTBOBAjIa YUCTO HHCTUHKTUBHO,
[Tepcu Mor mpHU3HATh... OH IOJTy4as OTPOMHOE YAOBOILCTBUE. [IpUPONHLIN TamaHT ['ecTun HeIb3s
OBLTIO HEMOOLIEHUTh. A TO, UTO OHA HUKOTIA He [eJlajia 9TOTO HU C KEM pPaHbIIe, TO, YTO OH IIEPBHIM
IIOJTy4YMJI BO3MOXKHOCTb HaCIagUTLCSA ee TeJIOM... Hy, 9TO OBIJIO IIPOCTO TIa3yphio Ha TOpTe. Y,
KOHEYHO e, 04eHb CHUJIbHO 3aBOMIUT.

B aToT MOMeHT ['ecTus TOXKe HaYMHAET BXOOUTH B POJib. Ee pyKu MpUIIOTHUMAIOT €€ BHYIIHUTEIbHbIN
010CT, ymepKuBas ero 4jeH B ee MITKUX MOJIOYHHIX XkKejle3aX. TeM BpeMeHeM ee T'YOBI U SI3BIK
00XBaThHIBAIOT €T0 TOJIOBKY, @ 0COOEHHO I'OJIOBKY 4JieHa, KOT/la OHa LeNTyeT ero KOHYUK I10-
dbpanny3cku. [Tomenyu ¢ ero 4jeHOM - 9T0, KOHEYHO, BHIOOP... ¥ 0YeHb 3aXBATHIBAIOIINY BEIOOD,
KOTOPBEIM [Tepcu oYeHb HacTakoaeTcs.

HacTompko, 94TO... HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MHCTHUHKTHI TOACKA3BIBAIM €My, UTO HET HUYETro ¥ HUKOTO,
KTO MOT OBI 3aCTABUTh €I'0 KOHYUThL PAHbIIlE, YeM OH CaM 3TOT0 3axoyer... [lepcu ybexmaeTcs, 4TO
9T WHCTHHKTHI OKa3aIuCh OIMMO0OYHEIMU. KOHEYHO, OH MOT TPOTUBOCTOSITH Kmapucce u ee
rojioBope3aM UK Haxe AHHabeT... HO ['ecTus Obyla 4eM-To mApyrumM. OHa Onina... Hy, OYKBalbHO
OoruHeit. Y 9T0 OBITT ITEPBLIM pPa3, KOTIa ero MoCceTuIo 60KecTBo.

«[ecTud... 4epr, 51 yxe 6113KO...»

YcnbimaB 3to, boruus Oyara He OTCTPaHUIACh ¥ HE TIEPEMECTHIIACh, YTOOB OH He HATBOPHII eI,
Kak oxwupan ITepcu. Het, cKopee... OHa yIBauBaeT CBOM YCHUJIUS, CJIOBHO BIIafas B 6e3yMue OT
BO30yKOeHus u O1akeHCTBa. Ee sI3bIK KPYXKUTCS BOKPYT KOHYMKA €ro YJieHa, PYKU CKUMAIOT ero
rpynu. U npexne yeM [lepcu ycreBaeT caoenaTh WK CKa3aTh YTO-TO €IIIe... OHA JOBOOUT €T0 10
KyTbMUHAIIWH.

TonbkO mocie 3Toro I'ectus OTCTPAHAETCs, KdK Pa3 KOrga OH HaYMHAET KOHYATh. B utore on
IIOKPEIBAET €€ JINIO U CUChKHN CBOEM CHGpMOI:I. On IIOKPHIBAET €€ YEePTEI JINlld CBOUM CEMEHEM,



KOHYas 110 BCel moBepxHocTu I'ectuu. He To 4TOOBI OH XOTeN cAeaTh OOTMHE MacCaX JIMIA... 3TO
BBITJISIIUT HEBEPOSITHO HEYBaXKUTEIbHO U HeyMecTHO. Ho I'ecTust He ocTaBuia eMy BHIGODa, H,
II0X0Ke, eTr0 CIIOCOOHOCTh CAEePKUBAThH CBOU MTOPHIBHI BCTPETHIIA CBOIO ITapy B BUIE ITON
BOCXUTHUTENILHOM, TPEeKpacHoi, OombInerpyno borunu-essl.

T'ecTusi, co cBOe# CTOPOHEI, KaXeTCs... 10 KpalHel Mepe, cuyacTiauBoi. OHa aXke 3a4epIbiBaeT
TIaJIbIIEM er0 CeMs U 9KCIIEPUMEHTAJIbHO ITOIHOCUT eTo K ryfaMm, K yxacy Ilepcu. Korga ox
HabmloaeT 3a TeM, KakK OHa 00/IM3bIBaeT Nasiell, OHa Ha MTHOBEHHE 3alyMbIBaeTCs... a 3aTeM
B3[IparvuBaeT, CJIOBHO BCIIOMHUB, UTO OH 3[I€Ch. 30JIOTUCTHIE TJla3a CMOTPAT Ha HETr0, ¥ CKBO3b
criepMy, IOKPHIBAIOIIYIO ee 4yepThl, ['ecTus yneibaercs.

«Hrak, Ilepcu. Teneps, Koraa T 6051ee pacciaabieH... YTO Th gyMaelnb? Thl X0Te OBl y3HATh O
CBO€U NpenbIAyller peMHKapHaLUKM UK HeT?»

[Tepcu, HEMHOTO TPUs B ce0si, TPU3HAET, YTO TEXHUUECKHU OH [eHCTBUTEILHO HEMHOTO 6ojee
paccrabieH. B HEKOTOpoM cMbICTe. B Opyrux - oH siBHO He pacciabieH. Ho... eMy HyKHO TPUHSTh
peleHue.

Ho IIpexae 4eM OH yCII€BAET IIPUHATE PEIIeHUE, OH BUOUT, KaK YTO-TO OTPA2KAETCA Ha 6H€CT5{H_IGM,
IIOKPEITOM CHepMOfI nune I'ectum. Cusnue, KOTOpO€ UCXOOUT HE U3 €€ I'lla3... a Hal HUMHA OByMsi.
l'ecTus ToxXKe 3aMeTHIa 3TO U Telnepb CMOTPUT Ha YTO-TO HaA €Tro TOJIOBOM.

Mennenso [lepcu mogHUMAaET T'OJIOBY... U TYIIO CMOTPUT Ha 3(eMEPHBIN CBETSILIUNCS 3€JIeHBIN
Tpe3ybell, BUCALIUY Hal HUMU oOouMu. 4To...

C HegoBOJILHBIM YpYaHUeEM OH BHOBb oOpalllaeT BHUMaHHKe Ha ['ecTuio. ['ecTusi, Bce elrle MOKpHITas
€ro CIIepMOM, CMOTPUT Ha Tpe3y0ell C TaKO# STPOCTHIO U BOJTHEHWEM, KAKUX OH ellle He BUOEN B 9TON
noKagucToy 6orune. M3 ropia 60TUMHY BHIPHIBAETCS PHIK, MaXKe eC/IU OHa PHIYUT.

«IToceumoH...»

ToH ee ronoca 3acTaBun gaxe [lepcu 3agpoxkaTh OT CTpaxa, a KOrjia OH CHOBa IIOCMOTPEJT Ha
Tpe3y0el], TOT, KaXKeTCs, 3aMeplia OT yxKaca... 1 Yepe3 MrHOBeHue ucue3. OfHAKO 3TO He 3HAYUT,
YTO ero TaM He Ovl0, 1 [lepcu He MOXKET 3aCTaBUThL ce0si UTHOPUPOBATD 3TO WJIM YTO OBl 3TO HU
3HAUUIIO.

«YTO... YTO 3TO OBLIO?»

I'ueB I'ecTuM He pacCenBAETCs, HO OTXOMUT Ha BTOPOH IIJIaH, KOTJA OHA MMOOHUMAETCs Ha HOTH, CHOBA
o0mayvasich B CBOIO MaHTHIO. [TocMOTpeB Ha Tpe3ybell, a 3aTeM Ha Hero, CUASIIEr0 Ha Kpaio KpOBaTH,
OOruHS I B3NOXHYIA.



«3JT10 TBOM OoTen 06bsBUN TeOa cBouM, Ilepcu [IxkekcoH. [To3gpasnsgio. HakoHEI-TO 5 MOTY
ounmansHo npu3HaTh TeOs chiHOM [loceiimoHa».

O. 3to 6rin10. [Toropure... Ilepcu yxe gorapancs, uto ero oret; - TOYHO IloceiifioH, Begb OH BCIO
JKU3Hb YYBCTBOBaJ ceOs Kak prida B Bome. Ho uToOH 00T IpeTeHgoBal Ha HEero Iocjie TOTo, KaK OH
TaK MOCTYNuI ¢ ['ecTuel... ma, magHo. Teneps OH MOHUMAJ, MoyeMy BoruHs Oblsla pa3fmpaxeHa. Ero
OTell TOJIBKO YTO IIPOXU3HEC HEUTO Bpofe «ITO MOU CHIH!», He Tak Jiu?

O 6oxe...
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