YyBCTBYS, KaK ero cepaile BeIpbiBaeTcs u3 rpynu, Hoit pemmus, 4To mopa UATH C HEU [0 KOHIIA.
HepgsHo criotrys, Hoit y6pan pyKu OT ee I'pyu U KMUCKU U MOJIOKUI UX el Ha Gefpa, 4TOOH
IeTHyTh. " cobupaloch BCTaBUTH ero ceyac"

JINCThS U IIBETHI CeppI/Ic B3BEPOIIUTNCH, YYBCTBYS, KaK HOHGpFHB&EIﬂHﬂCH CTEPXKEHDb 3aKaT MEXOY
€€ PE3HBIMHU ATOOUIIaMH.

Ona HHUero He cka3asa, Ho Hou Mor npocTo II04yBCTBOBaTh, KaK ee XKejlaHue UCXOOUJIO0 OT Hee OT
foraToro ¢pyKTOBOTO apoMaTa BHUIIHU, UCXOIAIIET0 OT ee Tela.

[Tpuxycus ry0y, Hoit mooxun ogHy pyKy Ha cnuny Ceppuc, a gpyrou momor cebe BCTaTh Ha KOJIEHH,
noprankuBas Ceppuc Bllepe[, I0Ka OHa He IOHSA, YTO OH X04eT, YTOOH OHAa PacIloIoXUIIach Ha
yeTBEPEHbKAX.

Ceppuc 1oBepHYJa rojIoBy Ha3af, 4ToOsl TOCMOTPeTh Ha Hosl, Korfia oHa 0Ka3ajlach Ha MECTe C
BBIIBUHYTOM K HEMY 3afHuIIeH, HeOOoIbIIast BOTHYTas Ayra y ee CIIUHEI, M3-3a Yero ee BOJIOCH U3
JIUCTHEB CIAJaJIU C ee IIJIeY U Mafajiy C ee Teja.

"Vx..." Holt He cMor copMHUPOBaTh CBA3HYIO MBIC/Ib IIPU BU[Ie CKJIOHUBIIENCS ITepefl HUM HeOOBYHOU
XeHIUHEL. Ee myxibie moioBele T'YObI ClleTKa Pa3gBUHYIUCH; OH MOT BUIETH IIYXJIYIO CBETSIIYIOCS
PO30BYIO 1I[eJIb, U3 KOTOPOU BBITEKAET I'YCTOU IOJyIPO3PayHbId PO30BEIMA HEKTAP.

«3JTO 1OX0XKe Ha Kocmiel» [lyMasn OH TOJIBKO IIPo ce0si, KOTa ero MeHUC CMOTPET BBHICh.
[TopepruBasics, OH BABIXa ellle O0bIIE ee TyCTOr0 BUIIHEBOr0 apoMarta. «Ecmu Obl KocTiel OBl
peasibHOU XKU3HbIO»

[TpotsiHyB 00e pyku, Hoit pe3ko mpuzxKan uX K IBYM ATOAMUIIAM Iiepefi co00M, YyBCTBYS UX TBEPAYIO
IIOJAT/IMBOCTD Ha CBOUX JIAMOHIX.

"MMMMM..." Ceppuc u3gasna TUXUU CTOH B OTBET.

Korma Hoit HamaBUII ¥ MaCCUPOBAJI SITOMUIIE IPHAbl, OH 00paTH/l BHUMAaHKE Ha ellle OJHY aHOMAJIHIO
ee Tena: y Hee He OBUT0 aHyca. OH mpoBes GOJIBIINM MAJIbLIEM 110 06/1aCTH 4y Th BHIIIE IIPOMEKHOCTH,
YyBCTBYS TOJILKO I'PyOOCTh €€ PE3HOr0 Tena.

[ Hero 3To UMeJo CTPaHHLIM cMbICI. HacKONIbKO OH 3HaJ, e, I0X0XKe, He OBl Hy2KeH TaKou
opras. Y Bce ke y Hee Bce ellle OBUIO Barajuile, KOTOPOe IPOCTO YMOJISAJIO €r0 BCTABUTh CBOM YJIEH
B Hee.

«IToueMy 51 mymato 00 3TomM?» CIIpOCHU OH IIpOo ce0s, TIAAs Ha Ielib, KOoTopas CO4miIach CTpaHHBIM
HEKTAapOM B OXKHUIaHUM €ro 4ieHa. «Y MeHs TyT eCTb ApyTHe gesa.»

CHsB pyKY C ee npaBoy 6ynouku, Hoii mofHeC ee K OCHOBaHUIO CBOET0 3aTBEPHEBILETrO YJIeHa, CJleTKa



CXHMasi, YTOORI TOJIKHYTH BHU3 U IOOTOJIKHYTh K OTBEPCTHIO [JId BEIITYCKd BUITHEBOI'O HEKTAPA.

CrnoTHyB, KOT7la OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK ero KOHUMK MPUKAJICI K TBEPABIM IIOJIOBLIM Try6am,
Me[IJIEHHO Pa3fBUTas UX.

"Immm..." 3ByK, MOX0XKUH Ha IIyM Jieca , UCXonusl oT Ceppuc, KOTfa OH IOTHOCTBIO BOH3U KOHYMK B
ee kucKy. OHa yKa3aJia TOJI0BO# BIlepefi, YyBCTBYSI, KaK HOBBIY 3aXBaTYUK IIPOHUKAET B €€ TEJI0
rayoxe.

"CTtpaHHO. 9T0 Tak cTpaHHO." [IpokoMMeHTHpoBasn Hoii, uyBCcTBys Apuany u3HyTpu. OHa Ovlla Tyrou
Y TJIaKOM, He 0COOEHHO TEeIJION, HO B Hed Obla KOM(OPTHAs IIPoXyIaa.

Ho oH uMen B BUAY He 3TO, IOTOMY YTO KOTZia OH BOABUJI CBOX CTepP3KeHb HAIIOJIOBUHY, OH MOT
YyBCTBOBATh HEUTO CTPAHHOE, TOHKUE IIyIajblla, H3BUBAIOIIHAECS U CKPYYUBAIOIIHAECS,
BOJIHOOOpAa3HbIe, OHU 0OBUBAJIUCH ¥ CTSTUBAJIUCH BOKPYT €ro Tejla, Kak Habop KUBHIX CTPYH.

"Vyyy..." Holi pe3Ko BEIIOXHY, iefias ay3y B CBOMX TOJITYKAaX, YTOOH IPUBLHIKHYTH K YIYIIEHUIO
BOKPYT CBOETO IeHUCa, KOTOPOe, KaK OH MOT TOYHO OIPEeNEeNuTh, OBIIIO MTONBITKOM BEIAABUTH U3 HETO
ceMs.

B3mporuyB oT oco6eHHO Tyro u3BHBaloIelcs 103k, Holt ckasan: "Ceppuc, Thl MOXKeIllb HEMHOTO
paccmabuThCs. ITO CTAHOBUTCS HEMHOT'O 00JI€3HEHHEBIM. "

OHa B 3aMellIaTeIbCTBE IPUIIOAHSA OPOBY, BHYTPEHHE COCPENOTOYUBIINCH Ha PA3/IMYHAIX JECSITKaX
BUHOTPAHBIX JI03 B ee TeJle, KoTophle 00BHuBanu 4ieH Hos. "Oox, mpory mpoirnenus ..." HanpsxeHue
YMEHBIIUJIOCE. "...TaK jyulne?" CIpocusia OHa, HaKJI0HAA K HEMY I'OJIOBY.

"I-ma..." B3goxays, Hoil IpUroTOBUIICS K MOC/IEAHEMY TOTYKY, KOTOPHIY TOJIKHET OCTABIIYIOCS
II0JIOBUHY CBOETO YJIeHa B ee TeJlO.

B TakT cBOEMY cHaBIeHHOMY AbixaHuio Ho#l BeimpsiMun O6empa Brepep. [Tpogupasich CKBO3b IOKPHITHIE
HEKTapOoM JIO3HI, [T0OKa He BOIIeNI B MaJIeHbKYIO ITyCTYIO KaMepy, CBOOOMHYIO OT J103.

"Xxxx!" Ceppuc u3gana yOUBJIEHHBIN 3BYK, €€ PYKHU CXKaJIUCh, CXBATUB IIPUTOPILIHIO I[BETOB, a ee
CIIMHA BBRITHYJIACh elre O0JIbllle, KOTfla OHa II0YYBCTBOBAJIa, Kak usieH Hos Bpes3ascs B caMble
r1y0oKYe 4acTH ee Tena.

Mecro, KOTOpPO€ OHa 3HaJla U YyYBCTBOBAJIQ4, OBLIIO BAXKHABIM [IJIST HEe, HO HUKOT A He MOTIJIa IOHSTE,
KakK €ero HCIIOJIb30BaThb.

O6a ocTaBanuCh HEMOABUKHBIMU, HAC/IaXkKAasCh YyKEPOOHEIM YYBCTBOM TeJl OPyT apyra. OouH u3
TIJIOTH ¥ KPOBH, APyras U3 JIO3bI U KOPHL.



"4... s cobupatock gBUraThCS..." Holt He moxmancs otBeta Ceppuc, oTBoAs Oempa Hal3ajl, MeOJIEHHO
obHaxas cebsi, T0OKa OH CHOBA HAIIOJIOBUHY He BHIMIAI U3 Hee, IpexXae YeM Bpe3aThCs B Hee C
BJIaXKHBIM XJIIOIIAQIOLIAM 3BYKOM.

"Axxx..." 3acToHana Ceppuc oT Tondka. "Xaaaa..." Y mpoponxkamna CTOHATh, MOKa LIJIENIKKA U YaBKaHbs
3al0THUIN HaBeC ee IepeBa M3-3a MOBTOPSIOINXCS MeIeHHbIX TOTYK0B Hod.

"Xaa... 310...MMM, 3TO cekc?" CIpocuia OHa, ee PO30BaTHE I'Ia3a CTalu BIaXXHLEIMUA U BOOSHUCTBHIMU,
OrecTs1, KOTla ee TeJo U3[aBajo MATKUIM CKPUII U 1IEJIECT YOOBOILCTBHUS.

Hoii GBI CITUIIIKOM COCPENOTOYEH Ha TOM, YTOOB CMOTPETh BHU3, TYHa, TIe ero 4IeH ucye3as B
YIOTHOU PO30BOU ABIPOYKHU IIE€PET HUM.

Ero Tom4Ky CTaHOBUIIKCE BCE GBICTpee, d CTOHEI CeppI/Ic CTaHOBHUJIMCH BCE€ I'pOMYE, II0OKa OH HE
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HAIIPSA2KEHHUE B €T0 SIITaX ¥ TO KaK ero 4jieH HaunHall Ha6yxaTb. OH 06511 6JIM30K.

Cama Ceppuc yyBCTBOBAJa, Kak ujieH Hos cTaHOBUTCS OMHHEe U Tojile. BKruMasch riy6xke B ee
TeJIO0, ITI0Ka OHa He IMOYYyBCTBOBAJIa 3TO BO3JIEe CBOETO SApa.

YacTe ee XKHUBOTa IIpuZKajach K HUXKHEW 4aCTH XKUBOTa, TIe 3aPOOUIINCE €€ JIO3HI, I'ne 1 Onla ee
XKHN3HB.

ITo Mepe TOTO, KaK KOHYKUK Host mpuOnukacs K Meuky x)Xu3uu, Ceppuc CTaHOBUIIACh Bce Ooree
YYBCTBUTEJIbHOM, KaK OyaTo yieH Hosl, JOCTUTaBIIME 3TOM YaCTH €e Tella B IOMbITKEe IPOHUKHYTH B
Hee, OBUI UMEHHO TEM, YeT0 ee TeJlo Xaxnaano. M Bce ke OH HU pa3y He [IaBUJI Ha Hee CBOUMU
TOJTYKaMH.

"Ceppuc, s Kon4yaw" Bagporuyn Ho#, CTHCHYB pyKaMu SITOOUIILI IPHAIbI, 0TBOMAS Oempa Ha3aj, MoKa
BHYTPH Hee He 0CTaJlaCh TOJIBKO €ro I'0JIOBKA.

Ceppuc o4yBCTBOBaJa YTO-TO BHYTPH ce0si, yOOBOJILCTBYE, XKenaHue. CTpaHHOe OIIyIleHNUe,
KOTOPOE OXBaTUJIO ee TeJIo, KakK Oy[ITO HagBUraeTCsl YTO-TO OOJIBbIIIOE.

OHo 651710 HEeGobIIUM, Korfa Hoit BriepBhle IPOHUK B €€ TIyOUHEBI, HO BpeMs IIIJI0, U eT0 TOJTYKHU
CTAHOBUJIUCH BCe O60jIee MOIIHEIM, BMECTE C HUMH POCJIO U OIIyIIeHue.

Brinio nu 3T0 TeM, uTo cobupascs caenats Hoi? Konuats? OHa KoHYaeT? Heyxkenu 9T0 CUIIbHOE
o0y meHue ObIJI0 9TUM CaMBIM?

OpHUM MOIIHBIM TOJTYKOM HOM IOrpy3usl CBOU 4JIEH B e€e TeJI0 [0 yIIopa, HaflaBUB CUJIbHEE, YEM
Korga-nubo, mpexe 4eM IMOUYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK OH yIapPHUJICS O YTO-TO Ha JPYTOM CTOPOHE IIyCTOM
KaMepHl ee 4peBa.



Ho B To BpeMst oH He 0OpaTui Ha 3TO BHUMaHMS, IIOCKOJIBKY OH HOJIXKeH OB COCPEeIOTOUYUTLCS Ha
OIIYIIeHUHU, KaK ero CcliepMa BEIPHIBAETCS U3 €ro IeHKUCa, HalloIHId 9Ty KaMepy ero MOJIOYHOU
3CCEHIINEH.

"AXXXX" BpoBu Ceppuc B3/eTeNX BBEPX, ee 0O0JblINe Tla3a OTKPHIIKCH ellle 00JIblle, BCE e TEeJ0
BEITHYJIOCH, KOTTIa €€ B3bePOIIEHHEIE JIUCThS CTaId TPOMUE.

JIo3bI ee KUCKU CXKUMAIOTCSI ¥ OBUKYTCS TakK, KaK ec/id OBl MOUJIU YJIeH, BhITaBIMBAs U3 HETO
JKUIKOCTh, KOTOPOM OH CTPEJISJI B €€ PO, IIOKPHIBasl ero JXKUAKOCTHIO, KOTOpasl MOrjia COIIepHAYaTh
C ee HeKTAapOM C TOYKHU 3PEHUS JIMITKOCTH.

K Tomy BpeMeHH, KaK KyiabMuHanus Hos mopolia K KOHITY, IPoIijia ykKe MUHYTa, MEHYTa YUCTOTO
YIOBOJIbCTBUS, 3aBEPIIMUIACH €T0 TAKEIIBIM JbIXaHUEM.

OtkuHyB O6enpa Ha3am, Holt BCKope C BIaXKHBEIM XJIOTTKOM BBITAIIXIT CBOM 4neH u3 Kucku Ceppuc. Ero
YJIeH, BCe ellle HaXOOsAIIUUCS B BEPTUKAIbHOM II0JI02KEHUY, B30PBAJICS BHOBD, ITOCHIIAS €1le OfNUH
TIOTOK CIIEpPMHI Ha cepylo cuHy Ceppuc U Ha YaCTHU ee BOJIOC, IIPexK[e YeM yIacTh Ha ee CIINHY.

I'naps Ha gpoxkainee Teno Ceppuc, B TO BpeMs Kak Ir'ycTas CTpyHKa IEHUCTOU CMeCU PO30BOr0 U
OeJoro 1BeTa CTeKaeT U3 PACKPHITOM KUCKY Iepef HUM. BryiecHyBIIKUCh OOUH pa3, Korga Ceppuc
Oecco3HaTeNnbHO CXKasla JXUBOT, BEIOPOCKB U3 Hee CTPYIO Ha KpoBaTh, KOTOPasi, Ka3aloCh, MOTJIOTHIIA
ero CIiepMy BCero 3a HeCKOJIbKO CEeKYHJ, 0oJiee IpKO OKpalluBas LIBETH TaM, THe IPU3EMIIUINUCE.

CeppHc IIOJIOKHUJIa 3aJHUIY Ha KPOBATh, U €€ PYKa CKOJIb3HYJIa MEXYy €€ HOT, co61z1pa;1 IIPUTOPIITHIO
IIEHUCTOHU pO3OBOfI XKHUOKOCTH, BEITEKAIOIEN U3 Hee, IIpexne 4eM IIOCMOTPETh Ha HeTO.

"9T0... cemsa?" [IpomienTana oHa, Habmogast, Kak U3 IeHTPa ee JIafoHU IOSBUIICS MaJeHbKUHM POCTOK,
CKPY4HUBasiCh U II0OBOPAYMUBasCh, IPEXKe YeM IIPeBPATUTHCS B OOJIBIION [[BETYIINM IIBETOK. "Tak
MHOTI'0 3HEPTUH ... f, CMOT'y IIPUHECTH IIJIOLHL."
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