ITocsne TOro KaK OHM KOHYUIIHA BMECTE, HEKOTOpoe BpeMd OHM OCTaBaJIMCh HEIIOOABUZKHBEIMH, 2KEHIIMNHA
YYBCTBOBAJIQ, KadK €€ yTp06a OPOXKHUT OT BOCTOPI'd, KOrga 2K€eHCKO€e YOOBJIETBOPEHKME HAaCTHUTJIO €€.

Hoii pe3ko 00MSK, ero Teno ociabyio mocje Tpex IoCiefoBaTeIbHEIX KyIbMUHAIIUN, UCTOIIas ero
OCTaBINYIOCS SHEPTHIO, KaK PafinaTop B KOMITbIOTepe. Ero royoBa ymapuiack 0 IepeBo, OH TSIKEIO0
IEBIIIa, ero py0alika IPOMUTaaach IMOTOM.

Ero IIapTHEPIla B 3TOM CEKCYaJIbHOM CTPEMJIEHUU BbICBOGOI[I/IJ'Ia CBOHY PYKH OT HEro, HezKHO II0JIOKHUB
WX eMy Ha rpynb, KOrJa OHa Ha4alla IEKOTHO JIN3aTh €r0 LIEIO.

B otnuune ot cobaku, KOTOPOH OHa Oblyla HE TaK JAaBHO, TEIeph OHA IIPeBpaTHiIach B TO, 4To Hou
YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK JIO0SIIEro MeHKa, CYaCTIUBOTO BUIETh CBOETO XO3SIWHA U PAfOCTHO JIUKYIIETO eT0
JIAIIO.

CpoenaB riy0OKHM BOOX, OH ITOMHSJ OJHY PYKY U IIOJHEC ee K ee BepXHel YaCTH CIUHHI, TOJI0XKUI ee
Ha ee JIOTIATKY ¥ MeJIeHHO MOTJIafA}I ee TEMHYIO0, TOKPHITYIO ITIOTOM KOXY, CKBO3b HEOIIPSITHEIE
CHHUE BOJIOCH], €T0 PyKa Me[IJIEHHO IT10JI3JIa BBEPX IT0Ka He [IOCTUTJIa ee MaKyIIKH, ITle OH HECKOIbKO
pas noTpernan ee 3a yxoM. [Ipu aTom Holi mouyBCTBOBaI JIETKYIO APOXKE B OOHOM U3 €€ HOT.

[TocmewnBasics, 0H IIpOaoJIZKall IIOTrJIa2KUBaATh €€. Hacnaxpasice ImocnenymmuM yxXoaoM, KOTOprfI OHa
€My OKa3EkIBaJlla, CJIerKa IIogparuBasi, KOrga €€ A3BIK HIEKO0Tall €0 KOXY.

Ee o0nm3kiBaHueE €T0 IIen BCKOpe IEPENIN0 U MOAHSAIOCE, JOCTUTHYB JIMHUY €ro MOAO0POoAKa U IIeKH.
Ee sI3BIK MATKUY, XOTS ¥ HE TaKOU T'JIafKWM, KaK y JTI0fiel, OH He TakK IIJI0X, KaK y KOIIekK.

BHe3amHo oHa MPUIIOAHSIIA CBOM 3af, BRITALIXIA YJIeH Hos U3 KMCKM ¥ OTOIIa OT Hero. OCTaBUB €ro
C PYKOH, 3aiepKUBAIOIIeNCs: B BO3Ayxe, Habmomas, Kak OHa HEMHOT'0 OTIION3JIa OT Hee.

IocTaTouHO faneko, yTo6sl Hoit MOT BULETh, KaK HANPSTaeTCs ee XKUBOT U U3 ee KUCKU CTPYUTCS
TOJICTast CTPyHKa 6eJioro BellecTBa, 00pa3yst HeOOIbIYIO JIYKY II0M ee ITPOMEXKHOCTHIO.

OHa HakJIoHUIA K HeMYy I'OJIOBY, €€ I'Jla3a ObLIIM MSTKHE, HO GBICTpO TpaHC(l)OpMI/IpOBaHI/ICL B ee
IIPEXKHIOI0 OUKYIO IIPUPOAY, KOT'Jda OHA HEOXOTHO OTOPBAJIa OT HEro I'yla3a U YGG}KaHa B FJ'IY6B jiecCa.

Muacsk K ropHOMY Xpe0Ty BOoaneke, ocTaBisisi Hosi cuieTh TaM CO CIYIIEHHBIMY IITaHAMH U APSIOIbIM
TIEHWCOM, Ha OTKPHITOM BO3TYyXe.

Hoit mpocTo HaOmogan 3a ee mo6erom ¢ 3aMeNIaTeIbCTBOM OT TOTO, KaK OHa IOCIIeIIHO yoexana
TI0CJIe BCET0, YTO TOJIBKO YTO IIPOU3OIIIIO.

ITO BBI3BAJIO Y HEro CTPaHHO MEJIaHXO0JIn49YeCKO€e 9YyYBCTBO. Bbrino HEIIPUATHO IIPOCTO BUOETH, KAK OHa
Hncyes3aerT.



OH 3HaJ, YTO OHA He COBCEM YeJIOBEK, HO KaK OH yKe ITOHSJI YeJI0BEKOMOJ0OHKIX CYIIECTB B 9TOM
MHupe B u300umnu. X MOKHO OBIJIO Ha3BATh XKUBOTHBIMU, €CJIM ObI HACTOSIIINE XKUBOTHEIE HE
CYILIECTBOBA/IM B 3TOM MHPE, HO OHHU CYILIeCTBOBAJIH, TaKue Kak Te cabne3yOrie 6e/IKi, KOTOPHIX OH
BHIEJI TI0 IOPOTe B MEPEBHIO HECKOIBKUMH THIMU PaHee.

Tem He MeHee, OBIJIO HEITPABUIILHO BUIETh €€ YXOf,.

«41 meMCTBUTENHHO CTAHOBIIIOCH COBCEM CTPAHHBIM, MEHS HacCUIyeT XKeHIIMHA, U BHE3AITHO S He X04y,
yTOOBI OHA yxomuia» Hoii mocMeunBasich caM Haj 000, 3aCOBLIBAET ITEHUC B MOATSIHYTHIE IIITAHBI
TI0CJIE Yero 3acTeruBaeT ux. HeoBKO MPUITYPUBILUCE OT OLIYIIEHUS BIAXKHOU OJEK/EI, TPSILIENCS O
YJIeH.

[TogHSBIIMCEH HA HOTH, OH YCJIbIIIaT HECKOJIBKO TPECKYYUX 3BYKOB, UCXOMSIINX OT €ro KOCTeH, IIocIie
OH ITOBEPHYJICSI ¥ YBU[ET OBIPH B J€PEBE, Kyda OHa BOH3aJla CBOU KOT'TH.

"MoxeT OBITh... MOXKeT ObITh, MHe OymeT Oe3omacHee, Korfa ee HeT?" IIpo6opmMoTan OH U
Pa3BEPHYIICS, MHITAsICh HAUTH BHIXO[I.

OGHapy}KI/IB, 4TO II0CJIE TOT'0, KaK BCE€ IIPOUIOIIJIO, OH IIOTEPSAJI YYBCTBO HAIIPABJIEHWA, U KU3-3a TOT'O,
4YTO HaBeC 3aKPHIJI EMY 0630p c HeOa, OH HEe MOT OIIpeneqInTe CTOPOHEI CBETaA

"Aaaayyy®d!" (("UToOH He HUCKaTh IIOTOM BHIXOZ, CMOTPU BHUMATEIbHO Ha BEIXOA"... IPOCTUTE HE CMOT
yoepxXKaTbCH...))

OH IOACKOYUI OT TPOMKOTO JIAIOIIero 3ByKa, U3-3a KOTOPOT0 OH OTOPOCUII TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY U
yBUTETI TY K€ CaMyI0 IeBYIIKY-BOJIKa, CTOSIIYIO Ha BEICTYIIe MeXAY JIeCOM U KJIOYKOM 3eMJIH, BHYTPU
KOTOPOTO OH CTOSII.

OHU BCTPETUIIUCH TTa3aMu, 06a MOT9aIn, Tpexk/ie YeM OHa MOBEPHYJIa T0JIOBY BIIPABO, €€ Tla3a Bce
ellle CMOTPENIH Ha HeTo, pexke YeM yKa3aTh B HallpaBJIeHWM ee KUBKa, Kak Okl TOBOPS €MY, B KAKYIO
CTOPOHY UTH, IIPeX/e YeM HCUe3HYTh B IPOTHBOIIOI0KHOM HAllpaBIeHHH B YCKOPEHHOM Gere.

"33, cmacubo! 4 mymar?" OH modecas B 3aThIIKE ¥ IIOCMOTPENT TyOa, Ky/la OHa yKa3ala, bITasCh
TIOHSATH, IeMCTBUTEIHHO JIU OHA BeJla eT0 B IPaBWIbHOM HallpaBJIeHUU UIH cOuBasa ero ¢ nytu. O
PeLI TOHalesAThCS Ha MepPBLI BapuaHT, Belb OH cOOKUpasICS HOBEPUTH €l U IIOUTH B TOM
HalpaBJIeHUHU.

Cobupasich BLIOPAThCS U3 Jieca, OH OCTAHOBUJICS, YYBCTBYsI OECIIOKOMCTBO BOKPYT cebsi, KOTOpoe
CHOBA 3aCTABUJIO €T0 OCMOTPETh OKPECTHOCTH.

XoTs Ho#l He HepBHUYAJ U3-3a TOTO, YTO Ha HETO HAMAAyT, TOTOMY YTO 3TO OBIJIO APYTrOe YyBCTBO.
9T0 OBUIO GOJIBIIE TIOX0XKE Ha TO, YTO YTO-TO IIPOCTO IIPUBJIEKAJIO €T0 BHUMAHHUE.



Emy He noTpe60oBasoch MHOTO BPEMEHHU, YTOOH! IIOHSTh, YTO UMEHHO 3TO Ob710. HeG0IbII0# KYCTHUK
6eioro ¥ 6OPHOOBHIX LIBETOB CTOSI/ B LIEHTPe HEOOIBIION TOJITHE, KOTOPYIO OH U [IEeBYIIKa-BOJIK
MCIayKaJu.

«Ero... HE OBITIO PpaHEbIIe...» HOJIYMHH OH, YyBCTBYsI, KaK 3JI0BE€IIasi OIPOXKD IIPOIIIIACE II0 €r0 CIINHE,
OHa CTAaHOBHUJIACh BCe€ CHUJIbHEE, IIOKA OH CMOTPEJI Ha 3TU LIBETHI.

3aMeTuB, KaK IECTHUKH I[BETOB PACIIUPSIOTCS ¥ OMYyCKAIOTCS B JIyKY 0esoro BeTa Ha 3eMJie, Kak
OynATO X MPUTATUBAIOT K Hell.

QaxT, KOTOpBIfI OH BCKOpE€ MOHAJI, OKa3aJICA BEPHEIM, KOI'la IIE€CTUK KOCHYJICA JIYZKHU, U JIy2Ka Ha4dalla
YMEHBIIATHCA, BIIMTHIBAsSICh U BCACBIBAsSCh B PaCTEHUE.

«0, mpekpacHo. KycT mbeT Mot crepmy... 4... yxoxy oTcioga" OH pa3BepHYICS U, He coBceM 6exa, a
IIPOCTO OBICTPO IlIarasi, moMuasics mpouyb. He xkeinast, 4TOOB €ro OYKBaJIbHO HCCCYIIHMIIN, KOTa IIBETHI
BHE3AITHO ITPEBPATSTCS B TOJIOAHYIO ajbpayHe WA YTO-TO B 3TOM POJE.

Cypns 110 TOMy 4TO OH BCTPETWI Jpuafy, a Telephb U AeBYILIKY-BOJIKa, 3TOT BapyUaHT He Ka3aJcs
Telephb TAaKUM CyMacCILIeIuM, 0COOeHHO IOCIe TOTO KaK 3TOT KyCTUK IOSIBUJICS Ha MOJSHE U
BBICOCAJI €T0 CIIepMY C 3€MJIHU.
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