[TpuxkaB pyKy K rpy6oi Kope nepeBa Ceppuc, oH cka3ai: "Ceppuc, Tl 3mech?" Ero ToH ObIT MATKUH,
HO TpeOOBaTEIbHEIN,

Korpga oH nmouyBCTBOBaJI, Kak €ro lafiloHb APOXKUT, Hoi oTCTpaHUIICS U yBUEN, KaK Kopa
CKPYYMBAETCS ¥ PACTET BMECTE C MSITKUM JKEHCTBEHHHIM JTUI[0oM Ceppuc.

Macka 13 KOphI, KOTOpas y Hee Ovlna, Terepsb 6onee eCTeCTBEHHAs M MeHee CTaTu4Hast. XOTs I0-
IpeXHeMy OHa He MOprajia CBOMMH STPKO-PO30BLIMU CHSIIOIIMMU TJIa3aMu, HO ee TyOsl MeqIeHHO
IPHUOTKPHIIKCH, Ha YTO OHA OBbIJIa HECIIOCOOHA BCEro HEeCKOJILKO THEeW Ha3aj.

"4 3pmech, Hou" Cka3asna OHa, ee TeJjo BCe ellle TOpYalio U3 CTBOJIA.

Ona BBIpOCHa, CcTana 6oyee 3penol Mo GUrype Teia ¥ YepTaM Julla, HalloOMUHas XKeHIIUHY ITPUMEPHO
3a [ABaALaTh, BO3MOXKHO, 3a TPUMAIATE, CO CKPOMHOU I'PYAbI0 U MATKOU I'PYAbIO.

Ee Genmpa enBa BEICKAKMBAET 3a MPefiesIkl IepeBa, HO ee IPOMEXHOCTh ITOJIHOCTBIO 3TO [ejIaeT,
IEeMOHCTPHUPYS 3HAKOMOE PO30BOE MEPIaHKE, KOTOPEIM OBIIIM €€ TI0JIOBHIE TYOHL.

CaMa ee KOXa BCe ellle HalloMKUHana KOpPYy OepeBa, KOrga OHa IMOJHMMallaCh U3 TOYEK, KOTOPEIE OHa
coegnHsIa C nepeBoM, OHa CrilaXXuBaJlaChk U MENJIEHHO TePAJla 3€PHUCTYIO TEKCTYDPY.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa CTajla HallOMAHATh HACTOSIIYI0 XKEHIIUHY, XOTS CO CTPAaHHOU TPEIIUHOH,
OTKPBIBAIOIIEN PO30BATHI CBET BOKPYT €€ PYK U HOT.

Ha ee ronose, CKBO3b PO30BEIE BOJIOCE TOPYAIM HECKOJIBKO IIIMITOB, 00Pa3yIOIMX YTO-TO BPOIe
KOPOHEI Ha ee T'0JI0Be.

9TO 03HAYAET, YTO OHA MaTh AepeBa. YTo ObIIO IOTYEPKHYTO MHOXKECTBOM [IECSITKOB MaJIeHbKUX
BHUIIIEH, 00PaMIISIOIINX €€ BOJIOCHI.

"¢ He oxupana Tebs yBUOETh CETOOHS."

"¢ 3nar, mpocTo..." OH movyecan B 3aThUIKe. "..3T0 OyOeT 3By4aTh JOBOJILHO XKECTOKO, HO THI OHI ...
Oblna He MPOTHUB, €CIIH S TPOAaM TBOW BHUIIHK?"

"TIpomaxa?" [Tpo6opMoTasna oHa, HAKJIOHUB TOJI0BY, Korfa Holl mombiTancst He CMOTPETh PSIMO Ha ee
TPY[y, UX MATKOCThH CTasla elle 6oyiee 0UeBUIHOMN, XOTSI eii BCe ellle He XBaTalo COCKOB, BIIPOYEM, OH
MOT BHUIETH cllaboe oYepTaHue PO30BLIX KPYTOB, KOTOPEIE MIPOSIBUINCEH Ha BEPIIMHE 3TUX XOJIMHUKOB.

"THl X04elTb B35Th MOU (QDPYKTH A7id mpogaxu?" Copocuna oHa.



"Ma... d He Oyny 3muThCs Ha Tebs, eClIM THl CKaXKeIrh HeT."

"¢l He MOHKMMAl0, TIOYEeMY S [OJIKHA OTKa3aThb Tebe."

"Ho pa3Be OHHU He... Hy pa3Be OHU He Kak Obl TBOW geTu? "

Ee OpoBu 0XHBJIEHHO IIPUIIOTHSIINACE, HO 9TOT (aKT, KOTOPHIK Hol BCce ellle HaYnMHalI 0CO3HABATH,
OBLT CTPaHHBIM, YYUTEIBasA, YTO BCETO HECKOILKO AHEN Ha3al OHa He MOTJIa BhlHaBaTh SMOIUH.

XoTs Temeps y Hee OBIIH IIOJIHBEIE U HACHIIEHHbIe TYOR C PO30BATHIM OJIECKOM M OCTPHIM, MOTHBIH
3a0CTPeHHEBIH moadopomok. OHa Oblya IeHCTBUTEIHFHO XOPOIIEeHBKOM.

"Hert. {l He noHMMal0, TOYEeMy OHU MOU feTu. Mo Hapof, He poxKaeT JeTel. Hauu niogel - HUYTO,
HO CeMeHa, IpeqHa3HauYeHHbIe /IS II0CAKH, OHU He ColepKaT CYITHOCTH, He0OXOIUMOM IJIST TOTO,
yTOOBI CTATh XKU3HBIO lepeBa UK XKU3Hb [IPHUAIHL.

9TO IPOCTO MJIOAEI, KOTOPEIE MUTAIOT 3€MJTI0, HA KOTOPOH 51 kKuBY. HacKOMIBKO ST TOMHIO, KaK s
TOBOPHJIA B MOCTIETHUN pa3, s BO3IEPXKYCh OT IIJIOMOHOCEHHUS TEMU, KOTOPBIe MOTJIH OBl 3aPOIUTh
JKW3Hb MOU CEeCTpe, IT0Ka Thl He [alllb MHe CBO# OTBeT."

Ero ryOnl IPHUOTKPBIIACH, €CJTM OHU OeUCTBUTENIbHO He OBIIN IIJIOJOPOAHBIMYU, UMEeJH JI OHa B BULY,
YTO OHU HE ero?

«$1 CHOBa CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO [iyMalo, He TaK JIK?»

"Trl yKe peurun? Twl mpuiien 4ToOL faTh MHe CBOM 0TBeT?" CIpocuiia OHa MATKHAM U MEeJIOOUYHBIM
roJI0OCOM, KaK OOBIYHO.

Ox 6osincs aToro Bompoca. "4 He 3Haw Ceppuc... C pepmoit gena 06CTOST CIIOKHO, U 5T HE 3HAIO, KaK
nonro g 6ynmy 3[ech, U 51 He X04y CTAHOBUTHCS TBOMM IIJIOOHOCHBIM TOJIBKO [IJISI TOTO, YTOOH OPOCUTD
Te0s1, Korfa pepMa ucyesHer..."

"f moHumar..." Ee ronoc u ¢purypa medanbHO OIYCTUJIACH, U €€ TJIa3a IOTEPSIA MepliaHue, KOTOpoe
3ajeJi0 HUTh TJIyOOKO B €T0 CEPAIIE.

OH 4yBCTBOBAJI BUHY, BUHY, HaO/M0gasi, Kak OHa BOT TaK ChexkuBaeTcs: "Het, He oMy MeHs
HempaBuiabHO, Ceppuc. f OB XOTeN CTaTh TBOUM IUIOOOHOCHEIM..."

Bcmbixayn oH.

"Ho npexpe 4eM s CMOTYy CKa3aTh YTO-HUOYIb, MHE HYKHO IPUAYyMaTh, Kak crnactu pepmy."



"W THI BepUIIb, YTO NPOJaKa MOUX (PPYKTOB MOKET IIOMOYb?"

Ou kuBHYN: "MoxeT ObITh, BHauasie. Ha caMmoM fesie 3TO 3aBUCHUT OT TOT'O, HAUAY JIU S MOHCTPOB,
KOTOpBIE CMOTYy MHE IIOMOYb B 3TOM.

MOHCTpHI, y KOTOPHIX €CTh KaKKUe-TO PECYPChI, KOTOphIe 51 MOT Ol mpofaTh. Ho s He 3Ha... Y MeHs
HET fieHeT, YTOOkI T03BOJIUTEL cebe UX, U, HACKOJIbKO g 3Hal0, THI 3[]eCh €QUHCTBEHHAS, C KEM 5 MOTY
IIOTOBOPUTH, U S 3HAK...yX... MHE JaXKe KaK-TO He JIOBKO... B IIJIaHe ThHI K€ pa3yMHasi, BOT MH
TOBOPHUM, HO 51 OTHOIIYCh K TebOe Kak K pecypcy."

"Mou (pyKTEH], THl BEPHIb, YTO JIFOAX BO3bMYT ux?" CIpocusna oHa.

"4 He 3Ha1. Bce He Tak mpocTo. f MOKeH onyMaTh O LieHe, XpaHEeHUU U BCEM OCTAJIbHOM, a 3aTeM,
rIe MHe UX IpofaThk? {1 3Hato, YTO B APYroi epeBHe paboTaeT KaKOM-TO PHIHOK... HO KaK MHe
OOCTaBUTh UX Ty[a, Mpexae 4eM OHU MMPOHagyT?

Kak paneko Ta gepeBHA? f HOMXKEH y4eCTh TaK MHOTO Bellel, U IIOCJIe TOT0, YTO IPOU30LIIO0 BUepa B
nepeBHe, MBI (haKTU4eCKYU ObUIM U3THAHHL.."

Ceppuc 3amosyaa, IeTasich 00IyMBIBAaTh KaKyI0-TO MBIC/Ib, TIOKA OHA B KOHIIE KOHIIOB HEe KMBHYIIA:
"Tebe He HYKHO OECITIOKOUTHCS O TOM, YTO MOH IIJIOMbI CTAHYT IIOPaXKeHbl THUIIBIO, XOTS Te, YTO
pa30bpocaHkl TOBCIOAY U THUIOT, Y MEHS eCTb CIIOCOOHOCTE BRIpAIIMBATh CBOM IIOAHI, YTOOBI OHU OBLIM
YCTOMYUBEL K UYyMe BpeMeHU."

Bnpyr OfHa U3 BETBEU CIIYyCTUJIaCh MeXNYy HUMH NEMOHCTPUDPYA OBE OOJIBIINX HAJIUTHIX BUIIHH.

[TpoTsAHYB PYKY, OHa OTOpBaja cTebesnb oT BeTkU. OHa mepkKasa ux 06euMu pyKaMu, U MaJIeHbKUe
HUTH, TI0X0XKME HA YEPBIKOB, IIOTHUMAJINCh U3 €€ JTafloHEN, OHU ITPOTHIKAIA BOCKOBYIO KOXKUITY
BUIIIEHOK U Me[JIEHHO HaYMHaIu 00pa30BbIBaTh CTPYKTYPHI, TOX0XKKE Ha BEHHL.

Ho#t momya HaOmioman 3a HEOORIYHOM CIIEHOM, IT0KA U3BMBAHUS HE IIPeKpaTUIlach, U HUTU He
00opBaKCh C ee mamoHel. OTpe3aB OfHY U3 BUIIEH OT CTEOISI, OHa Pa3gBUHYIIA UX:

"OTH IJIOOEL - TO, YTO MHI IpMaAbl HA3bIBAEM IMMCTAH?, MBI HAIIOJIHSIEM UX CBOMMH OOEIaHuSIMHU U
OapyuM UX TOJIBKO TEM, KOTO CUMTAEM CBOMMHU IIJIONOHOCHBIMH.

4 6yny Gosee ueM pafia MPeIoXUTh Tebe m060i U3 MOux PPYKTOB, UTOORI ThI MOT TOPTOBAThH C
IPYTHMH, HO S MOTY BHIPACTHUTH UX TOJIBKO C ITOMOIIbIO MTUTATETHHBIX BEIIECTB, KOTOPhIE MOU KOPHU
MOTYT HAaWTH B ITI0YBE 3TON (hEePMEL.

UTaxk, s Impoury TeOs IIPUHATH MOIO HpOCbﬁy CTaTb MOHUM IIJIONOHOCHBIM, YTOOBI O0aTb MHE CeMs,
HGOGXOI[I/IMOG OJI IIOJIy4eHU s MOMX ITJIOOOB.



Bce, 4TO 51 POIIY ¥ BaC - 9TO KOTHA-HUOYIb TO3BOJIUTL MHE IIPUHECTH MOUM CECTPaM HOBYIO KU3Hb.
3a aTo g Bcerga 6yay mpennaraTh Te6e CBOU TIIOMEL."

Korpa ona npoTsHysa 6eyio BUIIHIO C TpoXKUIKaMu, Hol TouyBCTBOBaJ BHYTPU ce0s CMYIIEHNUE,
3aCTaBHUBIIEE €r0 PYKY HEPEUINTENIbHO IPUIOAHATh: "Ceppuc, S He 3Hat0, OyAy 1u 5 37eCch 4epes
HECKOJIbKO MecsleB. Trl yBepeHa?"

"[la." OHa roBopusia peLInuTeIbHO, OCTaB/Igd eMy MaJjlo MeCTa AJisl CIIOPOB:

"Korpma TeI yUfells, 1 IPOCTO BEPHYCh B COCTOSIHUE MTOKOS."

OH cTucHyn 3y0bl, OH HE MOT IIPEeACTaBUTh, KaK JOJIT0 OHa Oe3feiicTBOBasa, MPoCTo Habmongasi, Kak
Mup 6eXUT BOKPYT Hee, B TO BpeMs KaK OHa CUJHUT 3[eCh, B TIOJTHOM ONUHOYECTBE.

OH xoTen el moMoub. OH B3JOXHYJI, B3IB BUILHIO B PYKY, YYBCTBYS HEOORIYHEIE MOPIIMHKY, KOTOPHIE
OHa BHIPOCJIa Ha ee TJITHIIEBOY TOBEPXHOCTH.

Camas ApKas YHBIGKB, KOTOPYIO OH Korma-ubo BUAETI, 6HCTpO OXBaTHJIa JIUIO CeppHC, €€ IIOJIHOCThIO
PO30BHIE I'lIla3a MePLA/Ik, KaK 3B€30bl, KOI'lda OHa IIPHU2KKWMdJlda CBOIO BUIIIEHKY K I'DyAOH.

"Ceppuc..." Cka3an Hou, Bpaias 1map B CBOeH JIafloHH, yKe UMes IIpefiCTaBlIeHue O TOM, YTO OHa
X0TeJa OT Hero.

"¢l He BO3pazXKaro, eClM TH XO04eIllb ITI0CAAUuTh HECKOIBKO cecTtep. Ho ... mpexae, 4eM TH 3TO
crenaelllb, MOTY 5 IIOTOBOPUTDL 06 3ToM c JIopoii. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO ee 3eMJis."

"f1 He Bo3paxato, Hoil. fI HUKya He TOPOIIIIOCH, I0Ka Y MEHS eCTh CEMS, KOTOPOe s1 MOTY
MCII0JIb30BaTh, 1 MOTY AaTh XKU3Hb CECTPAM U Yepe3 CTOJIeTHs."

"Crnacubo0" Msrkas, ecnu He ciiabasi ynbpiOKa MOSBUIACh Ha ero rybax, ¥ OH B3TJISHYJI Ha BUIIHIO.
"Tax... MHe HyXKHO ee IIPOCTO CHeCTh?"

Ona Me[jIeHHO KHMBHYJIa, ¥ KOTja ee T0jI0Ba MOJHSJIACh IPSIMO, ¥ OHa TOXKe MOJHSJIa PYKH, IOgHEeCIa
CBOIO BUIIIEHKY K T'y0aM U IPUKYCHUJTIa ee, IPOTJIOTUB KYCOK, He 3agyMbIBasiCh, YTOOHI IIPOTJIOTUTD
OCTalbHOE Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MIHOBEHU.

[Toka on cMoTpen Ha 3To, Hoit myman o6 oguoM. «Ecnu s maro obelianue, ST COEPKY €ro...»

[TogHecs cBoio cOOGCTBEHHYIO K T'y0aM, Holt mpukycun ee. BrlJIo HEKOTOPOE COIIPOTUBIIEHHUE, HO €T0
3y0Obl OLICTPO OTOPBAIM KYCOYEK, IT03BOJIUB B3PHIBY COKA ¥ BUIITHEBO-CIAJKOTO BKyca 00PYIIUTLCS Ha
HETO.



Ero rnaza IMIUPOKO OTKPBIJIMCH, €T0 YYBCTBA 3arOPEJIMCh A0 TEX II0P, IIOKA OH HE OCTAJICA XKeJIaTh
6onbirero. Korga Bce yuiio, Hoii ocTasncst 061u3bIBaTh I"Y6BI, " B €ro KUBOTe 06pa303ana05
HEIIOHsATHAs IIOJIHOTA.

Ho 65n1110 elne KOe-4TO, 9YTO-TO CTPaHHOE. Korga ero XKEeJIyOOK Hadall MEeOJIEHHO IIEePEBAPUBATH IIJI0[,
OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK YTO-TO CJIMBAETCsA C €ro TeJIOM, SHEPTHUud He €T0 coOCTBeHHasl.

[Ipexpge yeM OH cMOT noayMaTh Hap 3TuM, Ceppuc 3aroBopuna. "Hoii, S JOMKHa Tenepb OTHOXHYTh.
4 npomry Te6s1 BEpHYTHCS 3aBTPa, TOTHA MBI 3aBePIIKMM Halll JOT0BOp. A moka..."

Eme mBe BETBU, OIYCTHIIMCH, Kaxkaas Oblla HAIlOJIHeHa AeCSITKaMU BUIIEH, XOTS [0 Mepe TOro, Kak
OHM TPUOJIUKATUCh K HEMY, BETBU CKPYUMBAJIUCh U COETUHSIINCE APYT C APYroM, o0pa3ys OHO, 3aTeM
CTEeHKHU, 3aTEM PYUKY.

"KopauHa?" [TpoOopMoTas OH, KOTfla IIepeq HUM BHUCeJI0 rpy6oe opraHndYeckoe ImeperieTeHue,
IoBepxy HabHUTOE BOCKOBHIMY GOPIOBEIMU BUILIHSIMHU.

"9T0 nyulre U3 MOUX MEPBLIX IJI0H0B. OHU TBOU, MO IJIOJOHOCEL."
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