Apus He OBlNa IypoOM, ¥ OHA ITIOHKMMaJIa, YTO A7 JIIoChbeHa BEIXOOUTh U3 KOMHATHI, TOBOPS, YTO KTO-TO
npuOkLI, HexopoIro. E# 661710 BCe paBHO, YTO OHM IIOAYMAIOT O TOM, YTO OHA MOATJISIABIBAET U OHA
IIOSIBUIIACH Iepeq JIIoCheHOM.

-T®I 3HAEIb KTO OHU?

JItocheH cephe3HO0 IIOCMOTPEN Ha KPACUBYIO XKEHITUHY-TapIIuio cpeqHux jgeT. Ceiiyac He BpeMs
GbmupTOoBaTh, HO OH He 3abymeT 00 3TOM IO3XKE ...

-9 mymaro, 4To oOHM HaeMHuKM. OCTaBaiCcsa ¢ KOPOJIEBOH, ITOKA 5 C HUMHU Pa30KUpParoCh.

Korpga JltockeH mombiTancs yuTu, Kaccunyu MHCTUHKTUBHO B3siJla €ro 1of PyKYy. -bnarogaps tebe, s
yKe 4yBCTBYIO ce0s1 JOCTaTOYHO XOPOIII0, YTOOH CpakaThCs.

JIrocbeH Bcerfa XKujl OOUH. 37104 KOPOJIb UCII0JIb30BaJl €T0 U ero CEeCTEP B Ka4eCTBe OPYXKUS U He
II03BOJIMJI UM UMETh SMOLKOHAIBHYIO CBS3b C APYTUMH JIOABMU, II03TOMY JIIOChEH ITOyMall, YTO BCe
3TO HOBO, HO XOPOIIIO IJIS1 HETO.

Emy HpaBunock, Kak Mua Ovlsla eMy npefiaHa, 1 Terepb Kaccupu Toxe Oblyia TaKOH ... TaKOM MUIIOH. ..
KenaHue mepXkaTh UX PAOOM C 000U, YTOOH! 3AIIUTUTD U CHEJIATh UX CYACTIUBEIMYU, POCJIO B HEM
BCce Oonbile 1 GoJblIe.

JTtocrer 00Hs1 Kaccunu 3a Tanuio ¥ KPEIKO IIPHUXKaJl ee K CBOEMY TeJly, KOTa OH UHTEHCHUBHO
To1esioBar ee. -Tebe Bce ellle HYKHO IIOJIHOCTHIO BEI3MOPOBETH. 4 pelry 9T0 GBICTPO U BEPHYCH,
YTOOBI MBI MOTJIA ITPOMOJIZKHUTD ...

Kaccupu He 3Hana, Kak 3T0 00BSCHUTH, HO OHA YyBCTBOBaja ce0s TaK XOpomlo B pyKax JltockeHa. YeM
CUJIbHEe OH 0OHUMaJl ee, TeM CUJIbHee OHa YyBCTBOBAJA ... YYBCTBO 3AIIUIIEHHOCTH U
npuBsA3aHHOCTU. OHA He MOIJla U He X0TeJla CKa3aTh eMy "HeT".

-MuM ... 4 Oyny xkpmaTh Te0s1, TO3TOMY Bo3Bpalaics ckopee. Eil ObIJIO TaK TPYOHO OTIYCTUTE €T0, HO
OHa X0TeJa OBITh MIOCIYIIHOM KEHIITMHOMN, TI03TOMY OHA BHIITYCTHUIA €TI0 U3 00BSITHH.

JIrocveH cxkan MArKyto 3apguuny Kaccupy, a 3aTeM fai ed MajleHbKyl Ko, Korfga oH HallpaBUJICS Ha
YJIUIY CO CBOMM BEPHBIM CIIyTHUKOM.

-Os1.

*Pep*

Bce crpimanu pe Os. Actpupg u Mua 06epHYIUCE U YBUAENH, YTO JIFOCheH MOAXOOUT K HUM C
CYpPOBBIM BHIpazKeHHEM Jiulla. Mua yKe BUesa 9TOT B3IJISAI U 3Halla, YTO, YTO-TO HE TakK.



[Tpexme yeM Mua ycmesna 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, JIIOChEH HEXKHO IIOIEI0Bal ee B Ty0nl. -KaxeTcs, 94To
HEKOTOpPhIe HAeMHHMKHU He XOTAT 0oJIble XuTh. OcTaBalCs ¢ MaTePhIO, IIOKA 5T TIOMOTAal0 UM YHTH B
3arpo0HYI0 XKU3Hb.

Mpwua nrITanack cKkasaTth, UYTO OCTAHETCS C HUM, HO JIIOCheH IIJIENTHY ee 110 3afHuIle. -Bce B mopsioke,
Actpup u Ost co MHO#. §1 mpefmounTalo, 4YTo6bl Th T03a60THIACE O CBOEH MaTEPH, TIOTOMY YTO OHA
ellle He MTOJIHOCTBIO BEI3OPOBETIA.

Mua, KaK 4 ee MaTh, X0Tesla OBITh IIOCIIYIIIHOM OEeBOYKOM U ciyiIanack JliockeHa. OHa ellle pa3
TI01leJIOBasia ero u nodexasna B TOCTUHUILLY.

AcTpup He MOTJIa YOepzKaTbCs OT cMeXa C HeOOJIbIIoN PeBHOCTHIO. -ECiu g Xopolllast JeByIlKa, 5
TOXKeE I10JIy4alo [ouesyu?

JItockeH ynBIOHYIICS ei. -f He MyMalo, UTO THI CITOCOOHA OBITH XOPOIIeH eBOYKOH ...

*Qpr0*

AcTpun cobupanach CIpocuTh JIFoCheHa, KaKoBa Oblyla CUTYAI[UsI, KOTHa OHA YBUENa, KaK OH ITOIHSIT
PYKY u yOpast CTpeny Ha pacCTOSTHUY MEHee [eCSITH CAaHTUMETPOB OT €To JIIIA.

OH ciomar cTpesy ¥ IOCMOTPEJ Ha TEMHBIN IIePeyIoK dyepe3 yaully. -CTpesnsid CTOJIbKO, CKOJIBKO
X04ellb ... ITO He OCTaHOBUT MeHs!

OTBeT K3 TEeMHOTO IepeyiKa Oblsl cTpenaMu. JIIOCheH YBEPHYJICS OT HEKOTOPHIX U CJIOMAJl Apyrue
CBOEM PYKOM. ACTPH[ BHITAIMIa U3 CBOET0 KOJIbIla O0/IBINYIO Tapy TEMHBIX CTaJIbHBEIX IIEPYATOK U
SKHUIIMPOBAJIA UX.

Os xoTena 6exaTh B IepPeyJIoK, Koraa Ha JIrockeHa Hallalu, HO OHa TePIIeINBO X/iaja ero IpuKasa.
AcTtpup Takxke xKpaasna JltocbeHa, OMIOKUPYS CTPEJIbI, UAYILIME K Hell CBOUMU OONbIINMY ITepYaTKaMH.

YKmoHUBLIUCE OT G0Jiee YeM NATUAECSATH CTPe, JIIOCheH YCIbIIIai, Kak K HeMy IIPU0IKaeTCs Lelb.
OH mogyMarn o CBOel KaTaHe, ¥ OHA MOSBUIACh B €T0 PyKe C (PUOIeTOBLIM CUSHUEM.

OH mopHsI KPacHyIo KaTaHy U Iellb, 00epHYTYI0 BOKPYT KJIMHKA. ATaka Obljla B TOM, YTOOBI CXBATUTh
€ro, HO Tellephb OH KOHTPOJIUPYET ee C IIOMOIIbI0 CBOEN KaTaHHI.

JItocbeH He mofyMasl ABaXKAbl ¥ BHITAIIAJI KaTaHy C LIEIbI0 U YeJI0BeKa, AepKallero ee U3 nepeynka.
YesioBeK B KalOIIOHE OTIIYCTHUII LIeTlh, HO BCe ellle OblI 0TOPOIIeH Ha 3eMJII0 BEICOKOM CHIION
JItockeHa.

Wcaax GBI IOKUPOBAH BEICOKOM CKOPOCTHIO JII0CheHa, HO myMall, uTo oH OyzmeT cnabee, Korma eMy



YOaao0Chk BEITAIIUTE OJHOTO U3 CUJILHEUIIIHX YJIEHOB €TI0 TPVIIIIHI ...

JIIOCbEH BOCIOIb30BaICSI MOMEHTOM, KOTTIa YEIOBEK yIiaJI Ha 3€MIII0 1 mobexkan K HeMy C KaTaHOM.

I pyroit yelOBEK BHIIIEN U3 TEHU, HAIIPAaBUB Kombe Ha JItockeHa, HO Os 6exkaa pPSImoM C HUM U
IPHITHYIA Ha KOMEHIKa.

Emte Gosbliile CTpest MPUIIIO U3 TIepeyJika, Ho ACTpUA TakKXke ABUHYNach K JItocheHy u 3ab10KMpoBaia
HECKOJIBKO CTPeJI CBOMMH ITepYaTKaMH.

JItocheH yBEPHYJICS OT CTPEJI U MOJIOIIeNT K YeJIOBEKY, KOTOPHIH MOILITAJICS BCTATh, HO HE YCIeN U
oTpe3all PyKy OBICTPHIM yIapOM KaTaHHI.

-AAAAAAA! YernoBek B KaIIOLIOHe 3aKpuyast OT 60/IH, KOTla ero KPoBbh Havyasla TeYb Ha 3eMJTI0 U3 ero
OCTAaBILIENCS YaCTU PYKHU.

JltockeH He X0Tes yOuBaTh YesloBeKa Tak JIerko, I03TOMY OH yOapuJl €0 HOT'OY II0 TOJI0BE U OBICTPO
HaIpPaBWICA K IIEPEYIIKY, I'lle OBa JIyYHUKa BCe ellle CTPEJIsiN B Her0 CTPeJIaMH.

Actpup nocnegosana 3a JIrocbkeHOM, oka Og cpaxaics ¢ KonerumukoM. OHa yxKe nonaparara ero,
HO el IIPUIIJIOCH YKJIIOHSTHCS OT aTakK KOIIbs, UTOOHI He MOIy4YuTh TpaBMy. boii Ka3ancs paBHBIM, HO
Os mpopomKalia UCI0JIb30BaTh CBOIO BEICOKYI0 CKOPOCTh, YTOOB HAaHECTH yOap KOMEHNIIHNKY, KOTOPHIH
HUKOTa He IIonafaJ IIo Hel.

Os moryuuii 3Bepb. OHa cpaxkanach 60ee 4eM C COTHEH COIaT UMIIEPUH CBEeTa, IPexXae YeM OHa
OBlzla Cepbe3HO PaHEeHa U e MPUIIIOCh 0eXKaTk.

Teneps oHa Obl/Ia HaxKe CUIbHEE, YEM TOT[Ia, TaK KaK TaTyupoBKa JIlockeHa Ha JI0y Takxke
yBeIMYHBaJla €e CUIYy Haxke B HeOOJNBIINX KOJTMYECTBAX. B KOHIle KOHI[OB, OH HECKOJIBKO pa3
TIOTJIA[IUTI €€, YTO JOCTABUJIO €M yIOBOJIbCTBHE.

[Toka Ost 6oposIcs ¢ KombeHOCIEM, JIIOCEH BOIIET B IIEPEYIIOK U YBUOEN ABYX JIyYHUKOB Ha KPHBIIIH.
OH mBITANICS HAUTHU CIIOCO0 OOCTaTh UX, YKIIOHSSCH OT CTPeJI, HO 3aTeM C 00euX CTOPOH BHILIIIK JBE
Gburypsl B KalomoHax U MO TAIUCh TPOH3UTH €T0 JI€3BUSMU.

-CnumkoM MensieHHO! JIIocheH YBEPHYJICS OT Meda U KMHXKaa. Ho yeoBek B KamioIIoHe
MCII0JIb30BaJl BA Meya U MOMILITAJNICS YAAPUTh er0 OBICTPEIM YAApOM OPYTUM MEYOM.

OH TakXke MOT YKJIOHUTBCS OT 9TOTO yHapa, HO He XOTEJ ¥ MTO3BOJIUII JIE3BUIO0 MPUOTHU3UTELCS, TaK KaK
3HaJI, YTO OHO OymeT 3a0I0KMPOBaHO.

*JIa3r*



MeTannuyeckuil 3BYK yoapa Meua YOUUIIE 0 TSIKEeIyio mepyaTky ACTpun OBUT TPOMKUM, YOUBIISS
BCEX.

-4l BCce elre He XOpollas AeByIIKa?

-Xaxaxa... JIToCbeH He MOT yOepXKaThCd OT cMexa Hajl KoOMMeHTapueM AcTpuf. -Thl He Xopoiias
neBylika! Ho s He HeHaBUXKY 3TO...

AcTtpup Hadana 00MeHUBAThCS ymapaMu C youiinen ¢ AByMs MedaMH, a JIlocbeH Hadall aTaKOBaTh
yOUMIY C KUHKAJIOM.

* JIaar * * jg3r * * ma3r * * gga3r *

Y6uiina ¢ iByMst MedaMu OblJT 0OUeHb OBICTPHIM ¥ CHJIBHBIM, €70 MeYM YMEJIO TaHILleBau, HO Y HETO
Obutu mpoOniemnl ¢ Actpun. Ee mepuaTku ObIIM CMEPTENbHBIMU [JIS1 MEYHUKOB, TaK KaK OHa Morja
7erkKo 6JI0KMPOBATh yaaphl, He Oymy4Yu TPaBMUPOBAHHOM, B TO BPEMS KaK €ro Med TepPsisT OCTPOTY C
KaX[bIM 3a0JI0KMPOBAaHHEIM yIapOM.

AcTtpup nerko mobemusna 6k MEYHUKA, HO €M MIPHUIIIOCh YBOPAUMBATHCS OT CTPEJI OJHOTO U3
JTYYHUKOB BO BpeMs 0051, IT03TOMY OHA ITOIBITalaCh BEIBECTH UX GOU M3 IOJISI 3PEHUS TyYHUKA.

JItockeH OBICTPO aTaKOBaJl CBOeil KaTaHOM, HO Mcaak, yOuiilia ¢ KHHXKaJIOM, OTPA3uJl ero yOaphl
CBOMM 3a4apOBaHHBIM KHHXKAJIOM.

Vicaak He IMOHMMAJ, KaK BCe 3TO MMPOU30LII0 TakK OkCcTpo. Ero Muccus Oblia IpocTa; 3aXBaTUTh
aBaHTIOpuCTa panra A u Tenn. Ka3zanocs, Bce UET XOPOIIIO, HO KOTa MsrTy CHOBa aKTHBHPOBaa
Marui CBOEro Kpyra, OH yBupgen JIrockeHa He B KOMHaTe, a B KOPUZOpe, UAYIIEM K HUM.

Vicaak 3Hay o 6eso¥ TUTpUIle, HO yMaJsl, YTO KOMEeNIUK 1 yOuilla C Iembio MOTYT CIIPABUTHCS C HEH,
[I0Ka OH mobemuT JlrocheHa.

Ero nnan 6w 6e3ynpedeH, OBIIN ellle IBa pa3BefurKa, KOTOPhle OBIIN OMBITHRIMU JTyYHUKaMu. OH
OBbLJT OCTOPOKEH, KOTIa TOBOPUJI UM OCTaBaThLCS Ha KPHIIIe IoMa, HO B KOHEYHOM CUeTe BCe IIOIII0 He
TaK ¥ ecyiu OBl He 9TU JIYYHUKU OH Obl yKe yMep. JIIoCheH HaCTOJIBKO CUJIEH U OBICTD, YTO MOXKET
CcpaXaThCsl C HUM, YKJIOHSISICh OT CTpeTL.

Cuna JltockeHa Oblnla He eUHCTBEHHOM I1JI0X0M HOBOCTEIO. C JItocheHOM OBLT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIH
BBITJISIIEN TaKUM XKe CUJIbHBIM, Kak U oH. Teneps, oTpsan youii Mcaaka cpaxaics OTIENbHO,
pa3buBasi CTPOi, KOTOPHIK OH TaK [I0JIT0 TPEHUPOBAI.

KWcaak mymaj, 4TO CHUTyalus Oblyia TOTOBOM, HO V HETo Bce elle OB mocienHui akTuB. OH CKa3an
Mbarru HayaTh HAllPaBIISITh ee Maruio, Korga JIrockeH mopesan pyKy youiine. Temeps eMy IIpoCTo
HY2KHO OBIJIO TTOfIepKaTh JII0CheHa ellle HeCKOIbKO CeKYH]I, II0Ka OHa He 3aKOHYHUJIa 3aKJINHaHUe, U



OHHU MOT'JIX BI:I6paTbCH N3 3TOT0 KOIIIMapa XKHWBBIMH.

-Arx!

Hcaak OBLT OUeHb OBICTD, IIOCKOJIBKY €My yIaBaloCh OTPa3uTh yaapk! JIloCkeHa, HO 3aTEM OH HEe CMOT
OTKJIOHUTBLCS OMH Pa3, ¥ JII0CheH 1mope3a eMy Ipyab KaTaHOH. ITO OblIa He CMepTesIbHAs paHa, HO
OHa Havajla KPOBOTOUMTh, ¥ Mcaak BIas B OTHASTHUE.

HWcaak oTcTynu, u JIFOChEH He MOCIeN0Bal 3a HUM. Y TIyYHUKOB ObITH BONIIEOHEIE PIOK3AKY C
COTHSIMU CTPeJI, IO3TOMY JTyYHUK He IepecTaBajl CTPensTh B JIloCheHa.

JliockeH mocMoTpen Ha Mcaaka ¢ ynplOKOM Ha Julle, YKIIOHSASICh OT CTPeT. -Baia camasi 60bInas
omuOKa He HallaJla Ha MeHs WX HefoOoIleH!Ia MeHS ... BBl IMBITAINMCh TOCMOTPETh Ha MO0
XKeHIUHY!

Kcaak MCITI0/Ib30BaJI BpeMs, Korna JIlocheH MpeKpaTuil HalafaTh Ha HEro, ¥ BEIHYI U3 KapMaHa
IleNuTenbHoe 3eabe. OH MOMBITANICS BHIIUTE €70, HO 3e/ibe MTOKUHYIIO ero poT ... Ha camoMm fmerne, ero
PyKa OTBaJIMIIACh OT 3€JIbs ... icaak CMyTHIICS Ha CEKYHMY, TPexXe 4eM MOHS, 4To JIFoCheH
0Tpe3al eMy PyKY.

-AAATX! HMcaak Io4yBCTBOBAJI CUJIbHYIO 00JIb U laXke He MOT BCIIOMHHUTb, Kak JIIOCheH TakK OBICTPO
IIOMIOIIETI K HEMY.

JItOChEH BCe ellle BIUTHIBAJ YIy4IlleHNs, KOTOPBIE OH MOJy4YuI OT K3CcCUau, I03TOMY OH HE CIIMIIKOM
HaIpsrasl CBOE TeJI0, HO IIOCTENEeHHO IIPUBLIKAJ K CBOEX HOBOU Cujie U CKOpPOCTH. OH MOT yIapUTh
Vcaaka c camMoro Hayasia, HO Ipefnoyesl 00MeHAThCS C HUIM HECKONbKUMHU yIapaMH, Ipexae ueM
HayaTh MEeJJIEHHO er0 PaCuIeHTh.

HWcaak Hayas KpuyaTh, KOTHa €ro My4usia 007k OT OTPyOIeHHOM pyKu. -M333ru! 3aknnHaHue
ceryac!

[ToxoTh Ipexynpennia ero, 4YTo 3TO ObIJIO 3aKIMHAHNE OTHS, KOTOPOT'0 OH MOT JIeTKO u30eXkaTh C
IIOMOIIBI0 CBOEU BHICOKOM CKOPOCTH.

Marru 6vlna B yKace, Korga JIlockeH JIerKo oTpe3as pyKy youie. OH OB HACTOJIBKO CUJIEH, UTO
uMeJI ¢ cO00¥ TUTPHUIY ¥ 3araflOuYHYI0 XKEeHIIUHY. Marru He 3agyMbIBaiach O TOM, YTOOH Ha4yaTh
HaIpaB/IsTh CBOM OTHEHHBIE 3aKJIMHAHUS C CAMOM 3HAUMTENbHOM 00/1acThio 3dhdeKTa.

Ho 3aTeM oHa yBupena, 4To JItoCheH IpeBpaTUiICA B IIATHO U 0Tpe3an pyky Mcaaka. Eu moka3anocs,
YTO OH BCe ellle CKPHIBAET CBOM MCTHUHHEIE CHJIBI, X OHA CTaja 00SThCs, TEPSS KOHIIEHTpaluio Ha
3aK/IMHaHUU.

Morru YCIIEIIala KPUK Hcaaka u momneiTanach CHOBa IIPON3HECTH 3aKJIMHaHHUeE, JIIOCBEH CTOSIN Ha



TOM XK€ MEeCTe, YKIIOHSAACH OT CTPEJI, U OHa HE IIOHKMMaJIa, II0YeMYy OH He HaIlaJl Ha Hee, IIOKd OHa He
3dKOHYHUJIa 3aKJIMHAHHE.

JliockeH yBuUpen, 4To Marru Owiyia B yKace, U cripocun I10X0Tu o ee TalaHTe.

[ToxoTh yxke mpocMoTpena Marru u 6sICTpo oTBeTUNa Jltockeny. -OHa He Tak YOUBUTEIbHA, KaK TBOS
KOPOJIEBCKas Iapa MaTb-g04b UM ACTpHUA, HO ee 3peHre JO0CTaTOYHO [I0JIe3HO, ¥ TH BCETMla MOXKeIlb
00y4uTh ee Kak BepHOTo cIyry. KoHe4HO, eCcly X04ellb.

JItocbeH He 3Hall, XOUeT JIX OH ceryac OeCIIOKOUTHCS 0 APyrou xkeHimuHe. OH JaXe He MOT MOTJIOTUTD
BCe, 4TO Kaccupu masa emy...

Ho oH Bce elnie neiTancs gath Marru maHc. -IlepecTanb HallpaBIATh Maruio ceigac. Torpa 51 He yObio
TeOd.
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