Oy. 3TO meNCTBUTENLHO ORI OH.

-Xa-xa... Bame Benuyectso! II... 11... moxanyucTa, aaax!

- ¥x! TToxkany#cTa, 4T0? MOXKeIllb ¥ Tl BEIHECTHU TO, Yero Tak XKaxpaasa?

- Xa-xa-xa! ... 1 4yBCTBY10, 4TO yMupar, a-a-a!

Yronku ero yneiOKH, pa3gBUHYBIIKMECS eIIé II1pe, 3aCTaBUIN €€ BCIIOMHUTEL MiMIlepaTopa B IeTCTBe.
Ero Tomuku GegpaMu CTaHOBUIIMCH Bce OBICTpee, ObICTPee, OBICTPee, a TOTOM eIle OhIcTpee.
2KeHnmuHa Me[IiJIeHHO ITPOJIBUTaNaCh BCe [aJibllle U fasiblile, TIOKAa He pa3fasics 3BYK yOoapa e€ roJI0OBLI
0 KHUXKHBIY Kad. ITo OBIIM NEeNCTBUS MYKUYKWHBI, KOTOPHIM THAJICSA 3a BEPIIMHOM CBOEH
KyJIbMUHAIUK 1 X0TeNl €€ 6e3 OTBETHOU IIeAPOCTH UK 3a60THI.

BuBuaH crbllana, YTO XKEHIIUHbL BRIXOASAT U3 €r0 oMa KaXaylo HOUb B TyMaHe, HO He 3Halla, YTo
3TO TakK yxkacHo. OHa IeMCTBUTEIBHO He X0TeJla 3HaTh TaKylo 6eclone3nyo nHGOopMaluio. ..

"Yepr".

Kaszanoch, 4To BCce 9TO CKOPO 3aKOHUMTCS, II03TOMY BuBMaH nocnelnHo cobpasa cBou Bemru. OHa
nomXkHa Obla 6bICTPO yOexaTh. Eciu 661 3TO OB KTO-TO IPYTOM, 3TO He uMeJio Obl 3HaYeHU S, HO
ecnu Obl cam MMriepaTop y3Has 0 MOATISOEBAHUM, OHA HE MOTJIa OBl TapaHTUPOBATh CYLIECTBOBAHUE
cBoero Oynyuiero. [leByIlKa OeUCTBUTEILHO He X0Teja ObITh 00e3TIaBIeHHOM.

BuBuaHn BEPHYJIa B34ATEIE KHUT'Y Ha MECTO U MEIJIEHHO, CIIOKOMHO BEITIPSAMHAIIACE.

9TO0 OBIJIO B TOT CAMbIii MOMEHT.

Korpga ona cobupanach MOCTaBUTh IIOCJIEHIO KHUTY Ha IOJIKY, r7la3a BuBuaH, Ka3anoch,
CTOJIKHYJIUCH C TONYOBIMHU T'Jla3aMU MYyXKYUHHI.

Hert, ux B3rnsigbl IepeceKIuCh.

XoropHbIe roTy0Oble T7la3a, 0T KOTOPHIX 110 €€ CIIMHe Ipo0ekaja JpoXKb, IUKO BCIBIXHYIH, KOTTa B
HUX OTPA3UJICS JIYHHEIN CBET.

- bubnroTexaps.

- Ax!

BuBuaH ucnyraHHO BCKPUKHYJIa U Pe3Ko cena. Korma oHa yBupmena nepefn co60ii BEICOKOT0 MyXKUHHY,



3aKYTaHHOT'O B TEMHBIN KaITIOIIOH, TO nmepemnyramacCk 0O CMEPTH.

Myx4rHa MeJjIeHHO HaKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, KakK OynTo peakius BuuaHn Onlna HeoOBYHOM. Benb oH
pocTo pa30yngun 6ubnIuoTeKaplly, CIy4aiHo 3a{peMaBIIIyI0 3@ CTOJIOM.

OH TIOMHSI CBOIO PYKY, KOoTopas 6IyXkKmaia B BO3AyXE, ¥ CIIPOCHUI TOJI0COM, ITOJTHBIM YIUBIEHUS:

- Bam npucHuncg Kommap?

- TIpomy mpormenus? Yro? HeT, mogoXauTe, YTO CIYYUIOCH? - TJIYIIO OTBEeTHIAa BUBUAH, YbM r1a3a
elé He OBbIIM MTOTHOCTHIO OTKPHITEL. OHA BCE elné OnyKaasa 1o IpaHulle PearbHOCTH U I'pes.

- ... Con?

[Toxoxkue Ha GpuamKy CBETIO-QHUOTIETOBEE PAyKKHU MCUe3alIy 3a €€ BeKaMH U IOSIBIISIIIMCh CHOBA U
CHOBA.

"Korpa s ycmena 3aCHyTh?"

CxBO3b OKHa JIUJICSI yTPEHHUH CBeT CONHIla. BuBMaH nocMoTpesa Ha CBOM OJI0KHOT, KOTOPHY OHa
KPEIKO CXKUMaJlla, KaK Ha CBOU CIlacaTeNlbHBIN KPYT.

BosnHeHue U TpemeT, TPeBora U yaUBIIeHHE MIPOIJIOH HOYM, KOHEYHO XKe, He ObIJIM CHOM.

" yBepeHa, uto Bupmena Ero Benuuecrtso..."

9710 OBLT HE COH.

BuBHaH B3[pPOTHYya, BCIOMHUB roIy0ble I'Ta3a MMmepaTopa, KOTOPEEe Ha MTHOBEHME BCTPETHUIIKCH C
eé rimasaMu. BocrmoMuHaHKE O MPHUCTAILHOM B3TTIAe MY KUYHHEI 3alIe4aT/IeNIoch B € MaMsITH U
0OJIbIlIe He MOIJIO OBITH 3a05ITO.

"4 comuta ¢ yma".

OHa OBlna cema OT XKaX[bl Yer0-TO OPUTHHAIBHOI0, TOTO, YeT0 V He€ HUKOTIa He ObIJI0 paHblIIe.
HeszaBucumo ot Toro, 4To BuBHaH gymasna o0 9TOM, OHa Bejla ce0s Tak, CJIOBHO M ITPaBa COLUIA C
yMa.

BcroMHUB 0 TOM, KaK CTPACTHO OHa 3alleyaTiielia II0JI0BOM aKT 9TOM IapHl, IeBYIIKa MOTSAHYa cebs
3a BOJIOCHI.



Ecnu OB Bce OBITTO KaK 0OBIYHO, OHA IOCTyNuIa Obl Tak 0e3paccymHo. A BCE u3-3a OelleHou
KOHKYPEHIINHY 1 HadyabHUKA M30AaTeIhCTBA, KOTOPHINA JAaBWII Ha HEE.

- BuI BHITTISAIUTE HEBEPOSATHO YCTaHOIZ.

OHa TopHSsJIa TOJIOBY U TYIIO OTJIsifierNia GUrypy dejioBeKa B Y4ePHOM KamiomoHe. Kaxnoe yTpo, nepen
BOCXOZIOM COJIHIIA, TAWHCTBEHHEIM YYEHbIN, KOTOPBIYA Ha3kiBal cebst PaeM mocerman 6u6IM0TEKY.

- [Toxoxe, BEI IMepeyToMHUuCsk.

Psit HaKmoHUNCS K BuBMaH, CIIOBHO XKeflas MOJy4Ile pacCMOTPEeTh e€. [10 KaKOU-TO IpUYruHEe
IEeBYIIKe IT0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OHA 3aMeTHia HaMeK Ha CUHEBY 0[] KaIIOIIOHOM.

FYGBI Busuaun IepecoxJjii, ¥ OHa IIPOTJIOTUJIA IIOUYTH BprBaBLHHfICﬂ KPHK.

['ma3a y Hero OBLIM TOTO e 1IBeTa, YTO U ¥ €T0 BeInUecTBa.

['ony6bie. OHU OBIIM He TaKUMU OOBIYHBIMY, KaK CUHUE, HO U He TAaKUMU PeIKUMHU, KaK (HUO0IeTOBLIE
y BuBuaH.

"Bo-IIepBhIX, Y HUX pa3HOe TeJIOCIIOXKEeHue" .
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