beH Mao 4To IIOMHHUT O TOM OHe. Ero BocrioMuHaHUA OBLIIH CMYTHBIMH. ITocne XOopomiero oHs B
IMKOJie Y HEer0 3aKPYy2XKHUJiaCh I'OJIOBA. [IoToM BCe cTamo PacCIlJIbIBYAaThIM.

CI0BHO OYHYBIIKCH OTO CHA, OH 00HAPYXKUJI ce0s B TEMHOM U I'ycToM Jiecy. OH OB OKpyKeH
TefleHsIeN 3eeHbI0. BEICOKUE IepeBbsi-HeEO00CKPEOL! C OTPOMHBIMY CTBOJIaMU OOPOJIHCH 3a
COJIHEYHBIN CBET, 00pa3ysl KpaCUBLIM, HO TEMHBIH IOJIOT.

[ITeGeTanue NTUL CO3[aBal0 yCIOKauBalouyo Menoguio. [llym oT cTyKa HaCeKOMEIX U peBa
JKUBOTHEIX CO3[aBaJl CBeXYyI0 aTMocdepy.

Ho Kak TOIBKO OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJ Ce0sI CIIOKOMHBIM U HOBOJBHEIM 3TOM aTMOoC(epoii, B HeM Me[IJIeHHO
TIOJHSITIOCHh AypHOe mpenuyBcTBre. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3a HUM HabmomaioT. EMy moTpe6oBacs
BCET0 YacC UJIK OKOJIO TOT0, YTOOBI IIPUMTH K BEIBOMIY, UTO OH ITPOCTO 2KePTBa MCTEKAIOIIUX CITIOHON
TOJIOHBIX 3BEPE.

Ero UHCTUHKT CaMOCOXpaHeHUs BKIIOUMJICS, KOTHa B €r0 roJIoBe Hayalld MOSBIIATHCS HOBHIE UMIEH.
Yepe3 HECKOJIHKO YaCOB, YBUEB PA3IUYHEIX (PaHTAaCTUYECKUX KUBOTHBIX, OH TIOHSJI, YTO HAXOOUTCS
B MUpe (paHTa3ui.

Emy moTpe6oBaniochk HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, UTOOb IPUHATE IPaBay. [Iocie TpeThero AHS OH IMOJTHOCTHIO
CMUPHIICS CO CBOEU CUTyallel U pelIusl, KaK AelCTBOBaTh Aaslbllle.

Bnaronapﬂ 10y Ha BBIZKMBaHNHE€, KOTOPEIE OH CMOTPEN B IE€TCTBE, OH 3HAJI OCHOBEI BEI2ZKWMBAHNA. ITocne
oercrea oT 3B€pPs OH Y3HAJ CBOIO OIIEJIOMJIAIOIIYIO CKOPOCTE B 6ere. OH MCIIOIL30BA €T0 [JISL OXOTEHI
Ha HEKOTOPLBIX 2KUBOTHEBIX.

OH 3HaJ, YTO JOJIXKEH BbI6paTBCH N3 3TOT'0 2KECTOKOT'0 JIeCa, I'le OH-HE 4YTO NHOE, KakK IIXIId. HOSTOMY
OH 6pOI[I/IJ'I I10 HEMY, HE€ 3Had HUKAKOI'O HaIllpaBJIEHUd, TaK KaK HE MOT' BUIETH COJIHIIA.

OH, K CHaCThI0, HaIlleJl PEKY ¥ PEILu ClIefloBaTh 110 ee Gepery, Tak Kak BEPOSTHOCTb HAUTHU BOKPYT
Hee YeJIOBEYECKYI0 IepeBHI0 Obiia OBl BEHILIIE.

[TonuBast BOmy U3 PEKH, OH 0OHAPYKU MHTEPECHYIO Belllb. Y HET0 GBUIO OPYT0e TEJI0, HEMHOTO
MYCKYJIHCTO€ U KPEIKOe.

W cOBITEIBAs MHOXKECTBO CJIOKHEIX SMOIMK, OH OTBAXKUJICS OTIIPABUTLECA B JIeC, CPaXKasiACh CO 3BEPIMHU
H 1noefad ux.

OH He 3HaJI, CKOJIbKO MECSIEB IIPOIITIO, II0KA OH GPOMIKUII 1O JIeCy, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH HaIes
nepeBHio. OH GBI BHE ce0s1 OT PafoOCTH, KOT/Ia BIIEPBEIE YBUAE MOJIS C ypoxkaeM. Ero Horm
Gecco3HaTeNIbHO IBUTANUCH OBICTPee, X BCKOPE OH 0KA3aJICs B HECKOJIBKUX COTHSIX METPOB OT
TOPOJICKUX CTEH.

Ero cepmile GelreHo KOMOTUIOCEH OT MpenBKyIeHusi. OH CTAHOBUIICS OECIIOKOWHBIM ITPOCTO MJIST TOTO,
YTOOBI YBUAETD XOTSI OBl MEJIbKOM 4eJIOBEKa.

CHauasia OH TOCKOBAJI IT0 JOMY, HO I103Ke eMy 3aX0TeJIOCh Telljla ¥ POCKOIIN YeJI0BEYeCKOTO
obmecTBa. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO 3T0 OBUIO JOCALHO, OH CMUPHIICS C T€M, YTO OOJIbIlle He MOXKET
BCTPEYAaThCS CO CBOEH CeMbEN.



Ho xorma oH mogwexan K ropoay, OH YBHUIEII 3BEPMA, HAIIABIIETO Ha I'OPOA. HeKOTOpBIe JIIOOou
OT4YasdAHHO 60p0J'II/ICb C 9TUM Ha I'OPOACKHX CTEHaX.

Ho ouu He cmornu CIIPDABUTHCA C 3TUM U OBIIH BEIHY2KEHBI OTCTYIIUTE N3-3d 3BEPI.

[ToaTomy Ben GbICTPO MOMOIIEN K CTeHe U OBICTPO 3alpHIrHYI Ha Hee. OH KPEMKO fiepKaJjl ero OgHOM
PYKOH, ero maiblbl TJIy00KO IOTPY3WINCh B KaMHU. OH CXBaTW/I BUBEPHY 3a XBOCT, KOTODPHIN
0e3BOJIbHO CBUCAJ U3-3a KAKOT0-TO IIOBPEXKIEHNUS, U C CUJIOHN ITOTSHYJ ero BHU3, YTOOH COUTH BCETO
3Bepsl Ha 3eMIIIO.

*Bym!*

BuBepHa B3peBesa oT 6074, Korfa ee pe6pa TPeCcHYIH OT yaapa. Ho oH maxke He CMOT BOOXHYTh
HEMHOT'0 BO3[iyxa, Korfa beH Havyan GUTh ero KyJIaKoM II0 TOJIOBe.

*0am* *0am* *0am*

Ben yOun napy Takux "OpakoHOB", TaK YTO OH OBII YBEPEH B TOM, YTO YObeT uX. XOTSI OH HUKAK He
MOT 3HaTh, YTO OHHU He OBIIM TPaKOHAMHU.

OH HaHeC HEeCKOJIbKO MOIIHAIX YIapoB II0 €T0 I0JIOBEe C OCTPEIM U CIIOKOWHBIM B3TJISIIOM B IIa3ax.
Haxkowell, OH pa3mpo0usl eMy TOpJio MOCIeTHIM MOLTHEIM yAapoM, IIPSIMO YOUB €ro.

On IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO KTO-TO HpI/I6J'II/I}KaeTC$I K HEMY, II0O3TOMY PaJOCTHO IIOBEPHYJICA B Ty CTOPOHY U
yBUOEIL HpI/I6J'II/I}KaI-OH.Iel"OCH K HEMY 4Y€JIOBEKad B METaJIJINYEeCKUX OOoCIIeXaX.

Y MykuuHBI ObIJIa XOPOIIIasi MyCKyJIaTypa ¥ BLICOKOe TellocoxkeHue. Ho y Hero ObIT BU[
pacTepsiHHOCTH, Ilevanu U TocKU. Y Bce xke ynbibka BeHa He momepkia. Ckopee, T1yb0KO BHYTPH
HETo TIOMHSIOCh 3HAKOMOEe YyBCTBO POACTBA. MyKYHMHA BHITJIAAET TAKUM 3HAKOMBIM, TAKUM
OTU3KKUM... IOYTH KaK €ro OTell.

MyxX4rHa CTOSITI TaM, YCTaBUBIINCH Ha HETO B OlleTIeHeHuu. VI coaBIeHHEIM I'0JI0OCOM OH KPUKHYII
Beny: "...celHOK!"

Beku BeHa gporaynu. Kak TOIbKO MyK4YHHA Ha3BaJl €T0 TakK, B HEM IMOMHSIIOCh MHOTO 9MOITHH, ¥ C
ero ry6 HeBOJILHO COpBajoch OopMoTaHue: "...oten?"

MyX4KHa, Ka3aJloCh, HE MOT CIepPXKaThCs, TaK KaK OBICTPO COKPATUIT PACCTOSIHHE ¥ KPEIIKO O0HSIIT
ero. "[I&KeK, MOU C-ChIH, T-Thl BEPHYJICH..."

Ben nousan. OH 3aHuMarn Teo [Ixkeka. BoT moyeMy 5Tu ceMelHble IMOLUY BCIUIBIIA B €70 CO3HAHUMU.
[Tonauyasny OH O4YeHb CKydaJl I10 CBOeH ceMbe U Opy3biaM. OH CKydall 10 cBoeMy "moMy". U Teneps eMy
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH BEPHYJICS AOMOU IOCJIe AOJITOM Pa3IyKHu.

"Ia, otew. ¢ BepHyscs". OH TUXO OTBETHUJI, KOTTla €r0 3peHue 3aTyMaHusI0Ch. [I0CKOJIbKY OH 3aHUMaIl
Tesio [[KeKa, OH CIenaeT BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH 103a00TUTHCS O CBOEM CEMBE.

Orery elrle pa3 B3TJISHYJ €My B JIUI0, TPOCTO YTOOB yOEAUThCS, UTO I'1a3a He 00MaHBIBAIOT ero. U
TIOHSIJI, YTO, XOTS JIUI0 OBIJI0 HEMHOTO U3YPOIOBAHO IIIpaMaMu, 3TO OBIJI0 Ha CTO MPOIIEHTOB JIUII0 €T0
ceiHa. OH CHOBa KpenKo 00HsiI ero. BeH Toxke chea TO Xe caMoe, KOTfla OHM OCTaBaJIuCh TaK B
Te4YeHHue HEKOTOPOr'0 BpeMEeHH.

Anr0aH KOe-4TO TIOHSI ¥ MEeJIEHHO pa3xkaJj 00bsaTus. OH GBICTPO BHITEP 3allylaKaHHOE JIUI0, He



coOupasich MOKa3biBaTh TAKOM JKalKWU BUL CBOEMY CBHIHY, ¥ OCJIEIUTENIbHO YILIOHYICS: "Xa-xa-xa!
Mot cuiH BepHyncs!"

AnbaH MOCMOTPET Ha MEPTBYI0 BUBEPHY U CIIpocul: "CHIHOK, Thl YOUI 3TOTO 3Beps?" XOTs OH 3HAI,
YTO 9TO OBITIO CITHIITKOM XOPOIIO, YTOOL! OBITH ITPaBHo. Ero MOTepSTHHBIN CHIH BEPHYJICS ILETTHIM U
HeBpeguMEIM. Bonee TOro, oH elle 0ojiee CUJIEH; HACTOJIBKO CUJIEH, UTO faXke yOuI BUBEPHY
CaMOCTOSITEJIBHO.

Ho mpexne yem BeH ycmen 0TBeTUTD, €T0 IIpPepBajl FPOMKUM cMex AnmbOaHa.

"Xa-xa-xa!!! MOU CbIH BEPHYJICH ¥ CAM YBUJI BUBEPHY!!! Xaxaxa!!!" Ans6an PamoCTHO
B3PEBeJI B CTOPOHY IOpOKaH, Korma 00epHYJICs, BCe elle mepxka PyKy Ha miede beHa.

BeH MOr TOIBKO KPUBO yJILIOHYTHCS.

B HECKONIbKUX MeTpax Iepef HUMU CTOSIJIA JBOE 3PEJIbIX MYyKUKH, yiabl0asch. OXpaHHUKYU U UCKATENH
IPUKITIOYEHUH TaKkKe HaOIomany 3a BOCCOeTUHEHHEeM HU3larieka C TeIUIHIMU CepaIamMu. Y
OXPAHHUKOB OBINIM BilaxKHbIE Ty1a3a. OHU OECIIOKOUIUCE O CBOeM KalluTaHe.

"Momnomol 4enoBeK, s He 3Hal0, YTO CKa3aTh, Bl JINIIUIIK MEHS Japa peuu". Anp0epT mooIesn K
nyaTy, noxsionan bena mo nevy u npogoikuil: "HekoTopoe BpeMs Ha3af ML ApOXKaJju OT CTpaxa, He
yBEPEHHEBIE B BO3MOXKHOCTH HallleT0 BRIXKUBaHUSA. [I0TOM ThHI IpuilieN ¥ u30u ero... BOT TaK IpocTo?"
U KpuBO yNBIOHYIICS.

Y BeHa Toxe OBLII0 HEJIOBKOE BEIPDA2KE€HHUE JIUI4, TdK KaK OH HE 3HaJl, YTO CKa34Th.

"YT0 XK, TO3BONIETE MHE yCEepPAHO paboTaTh 40 3aBTPa, YTOOH! IIOAyMaTh, KaK OTBETUTD U
BO3HArpPafiuTh BaC MOJIKHEIM 00pa30oM, XOTS Y MeHs 60Jbie co6ia3Ha 3aTalUTh Bac B 0uc Moei
TUIbauYU NpsiMo ceiyac”. [Job6asun AnrbaHa.

"He 6ynp rpy0 C HAIIKMM CIIAaCUTENIEM, TUIbAMACTED. EMy HY2KHO BCTPETUTHCS C KeM-TO Oosee
BaXHBIM, YeM MBI, CTapUKHU, BEPHO, MOIofou yenosek?" Jlopa Xapau OT Oyl paccMesncs. "XoTs g
[OJIKEH CKa3aTh, YTO BHl AEUCTBUTEJILHO CO3[alIy AparoleHHbIM KaMeHb, KanuTad. B MoeM ropone
Lynus nossBUIIOCE HOBOEe CoKpoBule". C Ka3as OH.

OH 1oBepHYJICS K BOMHAM ¥ KpUKHYM: "4, nopn Xapau, 06BbSIBISI0 9TOT0 MOJIOOTO YelIoBeKa repoeM

3TOTO ropofia u fapyio TUTyn"McTpedbuTens BUBepH"".
BouHbl pafoCTHO 3aKpuyaiy ¥ 3aalIOgUpPOBaIy.

"Ho TEI HaCTOAIIUYI HaPYILIUTEIb CIIOKOUCTBUS, HEe Tak JIU? MBI KCKaIX Bac BCe 3TO BpeMsa. UeCTHO
TOBOPS, MBI IOTEPSIN HaEXAy. ITO TBOM POOUTENIN YacTO IPUCTaBalIu KO MHe... KcTaty, rae Te
o111 Bce 3T0 BpeMsa?" Cropocun Anb0aHa, KOT[ia OHU MefJIEHHO LN K TOPOAY.

"VX... 9TO Tak... U3BMHHUTE 3a OECIIOKONCTBO... Bce 9T0 BpeMsi g OPOMAUII IT0 3TOMY OTPOMHOMY JIECY, HE
3Has HUKakKoro Beixoga". Cka3an beH, yka3biBas B TY CTOPOHY, OTKyfla OH IIPUIIE].

"qro?" Tpoe MyKUUH BCKPUKHYJIU OT U3YMJIEHUS.

"IIKeK, 3TOT J1eC-OOUH U3 CaMBIX OIIACHHIX JIECOB Ha 3TOM KOHTHHEeHTe. OmHaXK bl BOUAS, HUKTO
HUKOTHA OTTyHa He Bo3Bpallascs. M BE XOTUTE CKa3aTh, UTO O/IyKOaiy B HEM IIEJIBIX 8 MecsIeB?
3ayeM THI BooO1Ie Tyna noexan?". [TouHnTepecoBancs Anb0aH.



8 mMecsiieB? beH He myMaeT, 4TO C MOMEHTA €r0 MPUOBITUS MPOILIIO TAaK MHOT'O BpeMeHu. Emy
TII0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO IIPOIIIO caMoe OoJbliee 6 MecCsIeB.

"4l Hu4Yero He MOMHIO. ¢ myMaro, YTO IIOTEPSJI CBOU BOCIIOMUHAHUA... [locenHee, YTO s MIOMHIO 3TO
npolOyxKaeHue B 1ecy. & Bce ellle He 3HAI0, UTO THl MOM OTell, s IIPOCTO BEPIO B CBOX YyBCTBa". OH
OTBETHUJI C KPUBOM YIIBIOKOM.

Y BeHa HET HMKAKUX BocTioMuHaHuH [Ikeka. Camoe mpaBgomnogo0HOe Ipe/noiokeHrne, KOTOPOe OH
MOT IPUOyMaTh, YTOOHI TaKOe ITPOU30IIII0, COCTOSITIO B TOM, YTO OH 3aBjIafieN TenoM [Ixkeka. Bor
TI0YEeMY OH OTBETHII TakK.

Anb0aH mOmHSIT OPOBY U IOCIEITHO cKal3ad: "ChIHOK, YTO TH TOBOPHIIE, S NEeHCTBUTEILHO TBOM
orer...!"

"TlocMoTpuTe, 0 YeM OeCITOKOUTCS Hall KanuTal!" Ckasas nmopa Xapou.

"Xaxaxa!!!" Bce B30pBanIuCe.
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