"B mo060oM cydae, - TOCIenyia BEPHYTHCS K Pa3roBopy XUCTOPHS, - XOPOIIO, YTO MBI BCE HAKOHEI[-TO
MOKEM CECTb 3a CTOJI ¥, TaK CKa3aTh, pa300paThCsi B HEKOTOPHIX BOMIPOCaX. YYUTHIBAS MIPEACTOSIIYIO
9KCIIeUIIKI0, MOpaJb Cpenu ueHoB Kopmyca uccnegoBaTenelt nomkHa ObITh Ha BEICOTE, BH 006€
corynacHer?"

"KoHe4HO", - OHHU IEMCTBUTEIHHO Chejla BUHOTPafiuHYy BMECTO TOT0, YTOOHI OTKYCUTH ee. "HeT
HAYEro JIy4llle TOBapHUIleCTBa MeXAY CTapbIMU OPY3bIMH".

"4 cornmacHa", - ckasana Mukaca. "KoHe4YHO, MHOTUX CTaphIX Apy3€ei HEeT C HaMU 10 Pa3HBIM
nprurHaM. HeKoTopele yIIUIH U3 XXKU3HHU, a APYrde 0Ka3alIuCh COBCEM He TaKUMU, KaK MBI AyMaJlu.
Koro u3 Hux Tel uMena B BUAY?"

OHHU He OPOTHYJa, HO OTBeTwIa: "Pa3Be MydlInil conpaT He NOJIKEH CoYeTaTh B cebe CUTy u yM?
OueBHuAHO, 1 omudanacs".

"Kxm!" XucTopus nNpoducTuia ropio, npexae 4eM Apyrasd AeByIlKa ycIiena CAefiaTh WX CKa3aTh
YTO-TO eIre. "9To KakK pa3 To, 0 4eM UAeT pedb. 4 3Haw BaC ABOMX JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIO EIIe C
KYPCAHTCKUX BpeMeH, YTOOHI ITOHSTH, UTO Bbl COIIEPHUYAETE, HO celiyac He BpeMs MOAHUMATh 9Ty
TeMy, BBl 00a cornacHb?" Ee romyOnie riia3a Belpazkanu 0€3MOIBHYI0 MOIL0Y O ITOMOIIY, YTOOR JpeH
BMeIIaJsCs.

"OHa mpaBa, Bl 00a", - cormacuicsa JpeH. "JTa Bpax[a He MOXKeT IPOoJoIXKaThbcsa. Mukaca, mocjue
TOTO, YTO MHI Y3HA/IX 0 Mapiu U3 JHEBHUKOB, KaK Tl AyMaelllb, Y DHHU OeWCTBUTEILHO ObLJI BHIOOD,
KOTZla OHa IpuIllia ciofa? M OHHU, eCNK THI X04Yellb OBITh XOPOIIel NeBOYKOM, TO 3MTUTh MUKacy He
IIOMOXKeT".

OO6e Ha MTHOBEHUE ITIOCMOTPENU Ha Hero. HuxHss ryba MuKachl cjierka IpUOTKphIJIach, CIIOBHO OHA
XOTeJla YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO YCUJIMEM BOJIM yAepKala ee 3aKphITo#. ['yObl OHHU 0CTaBa/IUCh
COMKHYTHIMHU, HO YTO-TO B €€ rjla3ax, Ka3ayoch, ocinabmo. Hu ogHa 13 meByIlIeK He MPOoJIKaia
CMOTpPETH APYT Ha [Apyra, ¥ Temepb Ka3ajaoCh, YTO OHU MMPOCTO UTHOPUPYIOT APYT Apyra. IpeH He ObLI
yBEepEeH, XOPOIII0 3TO UJIU ellle XyKe, UeM paHblIIe.

Xucropus NpogosiKuia. "Bel fBoe He MOXKETe IIPOL0/IKAaTh [ejlaTh BU, YTO IPYIoro He CYILIeCTBYeT.
OpeH, He X04y 3aCTaBIsATh TeOs YyBCTBOBATh Ce0sI HEJIOBKO, - OBLIO y2Ke CIIUIIKOM I03[HO, - HO g
3HAI0 ellle OOHY IIPUYMHY TAaKOT0 OBEIeHNUSI MeXy HUMHU. f1 KUl B oqHOM Oapake ¢ HUMU obouMu".

OHHU TOJIbKO 3aKaTwuJsia riia3a. "Pa3Be 9T0 BOOOIIe CEKPET K 3TOMY MOMEHTY? MEI Bce 3HaeM, 4TO
CIIUM C OJHUM U TeM XKe IapHeM".

Mukaca Toxe BcKouuia. "Eciu 9To To, 0 4eM THI coOupasach paccka3aTh, XHUCTOPHS, TO 3TO ObIIO ObI
HampacHO. Mou 4yBCTBa K DpeHy He TaKue TaliHble, Kak s AyMalia, ¥ 3TO 0YEBUIHO U B JaHHOM
ciyyae."

"¢l Tak ¥ gymasa, YTO THl CKaXKeIllb YTO-TO Mogo0HOoe", - cKa3ana Xucrtopus. "Ho pa3 yxK Mbl



3arosopunu o0 3TOM, Iojlara, g JOJIXKHa 00bsIBUTH 00 9TOM BaM 000UM paHbIIle Bcex. To eCTs, ecnu
OpeH ToXe XO4YeT MOAENIUThCA 3TUM".

OHU CHOBa yCTaBUJIUCDH Ha Hero. "[la, paHO UJIK MTO3[HO 3TO CTaHeT [HOCTOSTHUEM OOIIeCTBEHHOCTH ",

Xucrtopus BEIpsMUIach. "O4eHb xopouro. C CeTOOHSIIHEr0 OHS MBI C OPeHOM 00PY4YeHHI, U KaK
TAKOBHIE...", - 3BYK [IBYX CTYJIbeB, CKpeOyIIKX I10 II0JTy, IIpepBasl ee. Mukaca U JHHU CTOSIIM, HE CBOMS
rna3 ¢ XUCTOpPHH.

"A s1-TO myMarsa, 4To JHHU OygeT Moeil caMol G0IbIION conepHuIer”, - cCKa3ajna MuKaca, ee rojioc
ObL1 HU3KKUM. "O4eBUOHO, 5 omubanacs".

"Ilymarlo, s He MOTYy OOBMHHUTH KOPOJIEBY B aMOMIIMO3HOCTH", - CKa3ajla JHHU TaK Ke HU3KO0, KaK U
Mukaca. "Ho 9TO He 3HaUUT, YTO MHE 3TO HPABUTC".

Ia, mena BOT-BOT HOUAYT 11j10X0. "Tlomoxou ceKyHAay!" Hadan OpeH, HO IIPUOCTaHOBUIICS, KOTa
Xucrtopus OJHANA PYKY.

"$1 BoCXHUIIEH PHIIAPCTBOM, HO AyMalo, S CMOTY pa300paThCs C 3TUM fAasnblie". XuCTOpus Ka3asach
CTPaAHHO CIIOKOWHOM, KOTAa Haf Hel BO3BHIIIAIKCH IBE CaMble CMEPTOHOCHBIE XKEHIIIUHEI U3 UX
Kytacca. "He Mornu OBl BHI JBOE ITPOMTH CO MHOM HaeduHe Ha MUHYTKY?"

"3auem?" cupocuna Mukaca.

"Ila, pa3Be 3TO He IJIs TOro, YTOOHI JIy4ille IIOHSITh OPYT APYyTa, YTO TONKY OT CEKPEeTOB?" CIpocuia
OHHU. "[lo-M0eMy, 3TO HEMHOTO He TO".

"¢ Bce 00BSICHIO", - CKa3asla XUCTOPHS, IIPOXOMST MUMO HUX U OTKPHIBasi ABEPD B CBOIO KOMHATY.
"Temeps BB XOTUTE BCe Y3HATh WM OyeTe MPOoIKaTh CMOTPETh Ha MEHS C KMHXKaJlaMH, TT0Ka g He

ympy?"

"...JlJagHO", - cormacunuck o0a, Haxe He 00paTUB BHUMAHUS Ha TO, YTO CKa3ajd 3TO B OJHO U TO XKe
BpeEMSI.

"l Toxe HyXKeH [71g 3TOr0?" crpocun OpeH. Ecnu cuTyanus CTaHeT yKacHOU, XUCTOPUU
TIOHa#noOUTCS NMOAAEPXKKA.

"Celtuac HeT", - OTBeTHIIa OHa eMy. "4 pacckaxy UM TO XKe caMoe, YTO pacckasasa Tebe 0 TOM, YTO
ITOCTAHOBUJI OBIBIINY KOPOJIB".

3HauwuT, 970 OBINIA ee urpa. "Eciu TH gyMaels, 4yTo 3T0O cpabotaeT. Ho mouemy Ol He cKa3aTh UM 00
3TOM 3[IeCh, 3aUeM [ieslaTh 9TO HaefuHe?"



"TIpocTo moBephCs MHE", - CKa3ajia XUCTOpHUS, HaulHasd 3aKpPHEIBaTh IBEPh. "Bbl MoXKeTe OHIThH
IIPUATHO YOUBJIEHH".

He umes nmpaBa romoca, 3peH J0BepUIicsa XUCTOPUH, UTO OHa cupaBUTCca. U oH cTan XKaaTh. [IBEPD
Oblla He CIIMIIKOM TOJICTOM, HO OH He CJIBIIIal HUKAKUX 3BYKOB OTTYAQ, I'le Haxoauncs. Ecimu 661
pasgasncs KpUK, OH OBl ero yCibiai, Ho HeT. OH He CJIbIIIaa HU eJUHOTO 3BYKa C TOM CTOPOHH. W 9T0
Havasio ero 6ecrnokouTh. X0TsI OH JOBepsi MuKace CBOIO XKU3Hb U 3HAJI, YTO DHHU He COOMpPaeTcs
CTaBUTH II0J] YTPO3Y TO, UTO ¥ HEe eCTh, ero OeCIIOKOUIIO TO, KaK OHU OYOYyT pearupoBaTh Ha OPYTUX
moped. JIFoOOIIBITCTBO B35JI0 BEPX, ¥ OH IIPUJIOKUI YXO K 3aMOYHOM CKBaXKHKHe.

"- TloHrMaro, 4YTO BBl MOXKETEe TaK YYBCTBOBATh, II0BEPHTE, IOHUMAK", - Y3HAJ OH I'0JI0C XUCTOPUH.
"9T0 3aKOHHOE ITPABUIIO, KOTOPOe OBIIO0 MPUHSATO. ECy MBI ¢ 9PEeHOM IOKEHUMCS, OH BCe PABHO
CMOXKeT 3aKOHHO JKeHUTHCS Ha Bac 000MX, €CJIA BH TOT'O IOXKeaeTe."

"Tel 9TO He BhHImyMa?" crpocuiia Mukaca.
"KaxeTcsl, 3TO CIIHIIIKOM XOPOIIO, YTOOkI OBITH MPaBAoK", - CKa3aia JHHHU. "B yeM momBox?"

"0, THI X04ellb, YTOOH TeOs IPOCTO CYUTAIN YEJIOBEKOM C TUTYJIOM, KaK HaJIOXKHUILY, WU THI
X0uelllb, YTOOH TBOU Oynmyuue neTu Obliu 3aKOHHBIMU?" cripocusia Xucropus. "KoHeuHO, 9T0 Takxke
O03HaydaeT, YTO BaM ¢ MuKacou NpUmeTcs IpOBOAUTE MHOI'O BpeMEeHU BMeCTe, eCJIA THl XOYelllb
CYHMTATh 9TO IIOOBOXOM".

"Ho s BCce paBHO CMOT'y BEIUTH 3aMyX 3a JpeHa?" HacTauBaja Mukaca. "[laxe eCinu 3TO O3Ha4YaeT
OBITH PAOOM C DHHH, 5 coriainych. 4 3ab6ouych 06 IpeHe Ooblle, YeM Impe3upaio ee".

"YT0o THI MOJYYHIIb OT 3TOT0, XUCTOPUA?" cipocuia JHHU. "fl He 0TKa3bIBalOCh MPSIMO ceryac, HO B
OTJINYME OT HEKOTOPHIX, I X0Uy 3HATh, BO YTO BBSI3HIBAIOCH, IIPEeXKE YeM COTJIallaThCs Ha 3T0".

"ME&I BCe KUJIM B OMHOM Ka3apMe, Korfa ObIIM KypcaHTaMH, Bh 00a 3HaeTe, Kak O1M30K MHe OBl
Wwmup. Kak TH gymaelns, 4To {1 MOJIy4y OT 3Toro?"

"HUTaK, - Hauasla JHHHY, - Y BOTMHYU eCTh CBOM TEMHBIE XKelaHusd. 9 HUKOrja HUYEero He TOBOPUJI, HO
9Ta upeasbHAsS OEBYINKA BCErma Kal3alach CIUIIKOM XOpOIel, 4To0k OBITh IpaBmoii. f mpocTo
HUKOTA He iyMaJjia, YTo Tkl OyHels UMeTh K 3TOMY OTHOIIEHUe".

"3Ha4uT, THl HU KaIlJI1 He BO3pazkaellb IPOTUB TOT0, YTOOHI MOOENUThCSI IpeHoM?" moTpeboBaia
Muxkaca. "Tsl OB TOXKe TOJIy4asa OT 3TOr0 YOOBOIbCTBUE".

"ITa... TpEMEpPHO Tak", - CKa3ana XUCTOPHSI. OPEH He MOT PacClHIIaTh, YTO OHa CKa3asa JaJblie,
IOKHO OBITH, OHa TOBOpUIIa IernoToM. OH yCBIIIai, Kak DHHYM CKa3alla Cledyollee.

"THl He MOXKeIllb OBITH CEPhe3HBIM. "



"¢ Bce xopomio obmymarna”, - ckalasna e Xucropus. "Kpome TOTo, 3T0 MOXKET fake IOMOYb BaM
[IBOMM IIPEON0JIETh 3TOT HaKaJIeHHBIM 6apbep MexXay Bamu".

"Tel Begpb He GouIbest, IHHU?" cripocuia MuKaca.

"EQUHCTBEHHOE, 4ero 51 6010Ch, TaK 9TO TOT0, KaK OBICTPO THI, IOX0XKeE, COTIalllaelIbCs Ha 9T0", -
OTBeTHUJIa DHHHU. "THl HUKOr[a He IIPOM3BOAMUIa Ha MEHd BledaT/ieHue YeloBeKa, KOTOPBIN AeTUTC".

"¢l mocBsATHIA CBOIO KH3Hb TOMY, UTOOHI OBITH PSIAOM C DPEHOM, g He 0XKHKIasla, YTo TH nmouMelsb. Ho,
XuCTOpPHS, TH BeOb IOHMMaelllb, YTO HU OOUH U3 Hac He Umup, He Tak nu?"

"ITa, 3TO COBEPIIEHHO OYEBUIHO", - OTBeTUIIa XucTopus. "f mobuna UMupa, 1 5 Takxke 100110
OpeHa. MHoOrMa... IPUXOOUTCS UATU Ha XKEPTBHI, €CITH TOJILKO BEI 00a COTIaCHEI C TEM, UTO S TOIBKO
YTO NIPeJIoXuiIa".

"Jept", - cKa3ana JHHU. "TH OelCTBUTEIHHO CEPHE3HO HACTPOEH".

"3HAUUT U 3TO, YTO THI COrJIacHa?" crpocusia XucTopus.

... 9T0 He "HeT", HO He BOCOPUHUMANTE 3TO KaK HETEPIeanBoe "ma". ITO TO, 0 4eM S HUKOTa He
nyMara, 4To Oyay 4acThio 3TOro".

"TTOJTKHEL JTA MBI COOOIITUTEL dpeHy?" cupocuia Mukaca.

"f mymarto, Tak OymeT nyuqine". OH ycibian IpubIrKaloIecs maru 1 6bICTPo cen 06paTHO B
KpecJo, fejas BU, YTO He CJIBIIIAJ UX pa3roBopa. [IBepb OTKpPEIIach. "BuxKy, TepnennBo Xaet".
XucTopus BHTJISHY U3-3a ABepu. OH He yBUMEN 3a Hell Hu MUKacy, HU OHHU.

"TIpuroToBBRTECH Ha CIIy4Yal, €C/IH Aejla MOUAYT IJI0X0", - CKa3asn JpeH. "O 4eM Tl C HUMHU roBopuia?”

"Tloyemy OBl HE 3alTH BHYTPb, ¥ MBI pacckaxem Tebe Bce?"

"YT0-TO HE TakK C 9TOX KOMHATON?" CIPOCUI OPeH, He TIOHKUMas, I0YeMy OHU BOPYT IIOMEHSIUCH
KOMHATaMH.

"He mocTaTo4yHO TUYHOE", - TOJIBKO U CKa3ajla XMCTOPUS, KOT[a OH, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, COAJICA U BOLLIEN
B CITAJIbHIO.

OHHHU 1 MHKaca cUmenu Y U3HOXKbSA KPOBATH, HO II0 obe CTOPOHEI, CJIIOKHUB PYKH, JINIIOM OPYT K OAPYTY.
II711 CUTIBHEIX U CBHUPEIIBIX XKEHIITWH OHU OelCTBUTEIFHO MOTJIN OBITH ITOX0KY Ha OeTer CO CBOMM
YIIPAMEBIM IIOBEJEHUEM. SpeH CHUMell Ha MaJIeHbKOHU KyIlIeTKe... OTObIXd... KYIIIETKE B KOHII€ KPOBATH, a



Xuctopus cTosina cOoKy, OIMXKe K CBoeMy mKady.

Open Opocuy B3I Ha OHHU U MuKkacy. "Brl gBoe... ToKa cripaBisieTech?" OH yIIOBUI JIUIIb HaMeK
Ha TO, YTO XuCTOpHs ob6CcyXKana c HUMHU, HO OHU 00e Ka3asuCh... HEPEIIUTEIbHEIMU, UX YIIPSIMCTBO
BCe ellle 0CTaBaj0Ch Ha MeCTe.

"ApMUH KaK-TO CKa3ajJl MHE, 4YTO eMy He HPaBSATCS TaKue CJI0Ba, KaK XOPOIIOo UM IJIOX0", - CKa3asa
OHHU. "{ MOT'y IIOHATH II0YEeMY, OHU CIIMIIKOM IIMpOKue. Thl uMeellsb B BUAY "XOPOII0", KOrga
YYBCTBYelllb ce0si XOPOII0, MK "XOPOII0", KOTHa MHI JIy4llKe APy3bsl U HaYyHeM Ha3biBaTh APYT ApyTa
cecTtpou?".

KMeIO B BUAy, TOTOBEI I BHI IBOE IIPUHSATH APYT APyra U ABUTaThCS Aaniblie?" YTOYHUI H.
" umeio 0TO oe a aThbCA Oa e?" yTo Jpe
"TlycTs ApMHUH TOBOPHUT 4TO-TO punocodckoe".

"OpeH, - 3aroBopuia MuKaca, - TH HOIKEeH IMOHSATh, YTO MBI C DHHU JaJIeKH OT OPYKOBI HIIK YEr0-TO
nopo6Horo. J[Iymait 06 9TOM Kak 0 TOM, 4TO y TeOst ecThb ¢ 2KaHoM".

"Tebe 00s13aTeNbHO YIIOMUHATDH €r0?" OpeH xoTes Obl, YTOOH OHa UCII0/Ib30Baja KOro-HUOyab
[PYroro, y4uTeBas, 4To OHU C 2KaHOM He TaK 4aCTO CTaJIKUBaJIUCh I'OJI0BAMHU, U OH MOT yBaXXaTh ero
B HEKOTOPOM cTeneHu. "He myurie nu cpaBHUTH €r0 ¢ TO6O0M u KanutaHoM Jlesu?"

"MoxeT OBITH", - XMBIKHYJIa MuKaca. "f Bce e1le He 3abblsia, 4YTO OH cHenaj ¢ To00# BO BpeMs Cyaa.
Ho s moBepsito KapiKKy, YTO OH 3HAET, UTO JielaeT, U HUKOro He npepact”. OHa Opocuiia He 04eHb
CKPOMHBIH B3TJISIT B CTOPOHY DHHM, Ha YTO Ta IpeHeOpeXUTeIbHO 3aKaTuia rinasa. "Ho g 1160
Te0s1, OpeH, u ecnu OBITh ¢ TOOOM 03HaYaeT MUPUTHLCS C HEM, TO TaK TOMY U OBITh".

OHHU BCTPeTUJIaCh C HUM B3I/IANOM. "XUCTOPHS TaKXKe paccKa3aja HaM O TOM HellpaBhonofo0HOM
yKa3e, KOTOpHIX ObUT IpuHAT 0K0J10 100 neT Ha3an. Tebe moBesmno”.

"TToxoxe, Te0e He TepOuTcsa", - IPEH X0TeJI CKal3aTh 3TO KaK SI3BUTEIbHOE 3aMedaHune, KOTOpoe, Kak
OH 3HaJI, DHHU MorJja OB HECKOIBKO 0000pPsTh, HO MuKaca, I10X0xke, BOCIPHHSIIIA eT0 COBEPIIEHHO
OyKBaJbHO.

"KoHe4HO, MHe He TepnuTcs, dpeH", - MuKaca HaKJIoHUIIach Buepes. "Korma Mul OBUTH IeTHMU, KOTHa
BBl C ADMUHOM 3arjisgfbiBaiy B KHUTY, KOTopas Oblla y Hero, s MHOTHAa gyMara, YTO OblsIo Obl, eCiu
OBl MBI OfHAXK OBl TOKEHUINCH. f He qyMana 06 3TOM IocJie pa3pkiBa, HO celyac s 4acTO BCIIOMUHAIO
00 aToMm".

"Tlymalo, 3TO MeHs He yauBiseT", - cKkadasia DHHU. "Y Te0st Bcerma OblT TAaKOM B3TJISA OEBYIIKH,
KOTOpas Tak U He Iepepociia CBOIO IeTCKYIO BII0OIeHHOCTh" .
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