"0, Tl cCOOUPAaENILCA UCIO0Ib30BaTh 3TO B CBOUX LieNsax?" cpocuia Mukaca. "Ecnu s mpaBuIbHO
TIOMHIO, KOTla MbI OBUIM KafmeTaMu, © MuHa ¢ XaHHOM CIIpallliBaid, KaKue MaJbyuKHy, [0 HallleMy
MHEHUI0, CUMIIaTAYHEIE, TH TaK U He OTBeTUJIa, KOra OHU YIIOMSIHYIU JpeHa. vl IPOCTO
OTBEPHYJIACh U CKa3alla, YTO CYUTAELIb 3TO IIIyIIBIM".

"9T0 OBLNO TIyNOo", - moATBepauia JHHU. "KTO MHe HpaBUTCH - 3TO HE UX Oefo".

"Temeps 3TO Moe mefo", - mobaBuna Mukaca. "TH ToXe MTaHUPYEIIb N3BIeUb BRITOAY U3 3TOT0 yKa3a,
He Tak Jiu?"

"Ecnu s CIITIO C TapHeM, s XoTesia Obl 3HATh, YTO Y HETO XBATHUT IOPSIHOYHOCTH B3SITh Ha ceOs
o0s13aTeNnbCTBA", - 0OTBeTHIa DHHU. "KOHEUHO, CHavaja eMy IIPUOETCS XKEHUThCS Ha KOPoJieBe, He Tak
nmu? Kak ymoOHo fiisg Hee".

OrnsgHyBUINCH, IPEH YBUMAEN, YTO XUCTOPHS OTKPHIBAET Trapaepo0, YTOOk TIOBECUTH CBOM
KoposieBcku# mnail. OHa cOpocuna TyQu, OCTaBIIKCh 60CUKOM, YTO II0KA3a0Ch JPEeHY CTPAHHBIM.
OHa maxe CHsJIa 3aKOJIKYy C BOJIOC, TIO3BOJIMB CBOMM CBETJIHIM BOJIOCAM CBOOOIHO pacchimaThes. "Kak
g yKe 00bsSCHUNA, €CNTH TH X0Uelllb OBITh 3aKOHHO ITPU3HAHHOM ¢ IPEHOM, OH [OJIXKEH CHadala
JKEHUTHCS Ha KOM-TO M3 KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbu. He MOs BUHA, YTO TaK MOMTy4usiochk. Ho Th
OEeVCTBUTEIBLHO X0Uelllb 006CyKmaTh Opak ceriyac, ApeH?" OH OvIN OnaromapeH, 4YTO Ha 9TOT pa3 OHA
CIIPOCHUIIa €T0 3apaHee.

"9Toro He n36exkaTh, U S HE X0Uy Pa304apoBLIBaTh HU OJHY U3 Bac", - cCKa3ajl OH DHHM U MuKace.
"Ho ceryac MBI MOKEM COCPENOTOYUTHCS Ha TeKyllel 3agaye?"

Mukaca KUBHYJIa, MBICTTb O TOM, YTO MBI BCe ellle MoxkeM 006cyauTh 3To, ob6pamoBana ee. "a."

"Koneuno", - cornacunack JHHU. "HeT cMEICIa TOBOPUTH 110 KpyTy". OHa mocMoTpesia Ha XCTOPHUIO.
"O, KaxeTcs, THl TOTOBA".

IpeH Toxe OPOCUT Ha Hee B3TJISM, U er0 YeJII0CTh ITOYTH OTmana. "Xucrtopus!"

OHa cHs/a He TONBKO Iyail u Tygnu. OHa TakXKe CHSJIa U IJaThe, OCTABIINCh B OOHUX TpycaX. "dTo
Takoe, dpPeH?" - CIpocusia OHa KakK HU B YeM He ORIBAJIO.

"Ila, B 4eM fesio, OpeH?" DHHU NPUCOEOUHUIACH K Bopocy. HeyxXenu oHa IeiCTBUTENIHHO 3TOTO He
BUIUT?! OOBIYHO JPEH He CMYIIaics, BUOS Pa3feTyio XUCTOPUIO, HO OHa [iejlajia 3TO B MPUCYTCTBUU
OBYX OPYTHX JIONEH.

EMy mpHIIIOCh IPOYUCTUTE TOPJI0, YTOOH 00pecTy rojyioc. "MbI MOXKeM BePHYTLCS, €CIIH ThI
3axX0yelllb ITepeoaeThes”.

"3auem HaM 9TO pmesaTh?" crpocuna Mukaca. "Meul, eBOYKY, KUJIU B OOHOU Ka3apMe BO BpeMS



o0ydeHusi, Mbl 3HaeM, KaK OHa BBRITJIIIUT, PaHbIle Te0s".

"Hy, koHeu4HO, HO..."

"Tel Beb He YyBCTBYELIb PEBHOCTH 10 3TOMY IIOBOAY, DpeH?" clipocuiia JHHU. "Ham He 4yXK[ao Takoe
3penuite. d mogymara, 4To IIOCJIe CTOJIBKUX pa3 Thl Toxke Oyners".

"Hy, ma, aTo mpyroe pemno!" cka3an 9peH, YyBCTBYS, KaK Kap IIOTHUMAaeTCS K ero nuny. "Bcsakui pas,
KOTZla S BUXKY KOT0-TO U3 BaCc B TAaKOM BH[IE, MBI OOBIYHO...", - 0CTaHOBUII OH cebs. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ Ha
cebe Tpu B3TIISAOA.

"Korma MbI 00BIYHO YTO?" cIIpocuia XUCTOPHUSI.

"HeBeX/TMBO He 3aKaHYUBATH IMpeyioxkeHne", - mobaBua Mukaca. OH ObIT He MEeHee 03aayeH,
KOT'7la OHa CHsIJIa KyPTKY U HayaJla CHUMATh CAIlOTH.

"Trl coOMpaemibCcsi 3aKOHYUTh UK TaK U Oy[ellb ISIUTHCS, KaK pbifa U3 BOOw?" cripocuia JHHH,
TOXe HauaB CHUMATh CBOE OflesTHUE.

YT0, 4epT BO3bMHU, CKa3alla UM XUCTOPHus?!

HpOH.U'IO COBCEM HEMHOI'O BpEMEHH, 1 OHHU obe pas3pmenuchk 00 HUXKHETro 0embsi, OCTABUB €T0
0e3MOJIBHEIM. JTOTO... HEe MOXKeT OBITh Ha CaMOM [ieJIe.

"THI BHITTIIAUILD HEMHOTO OJIegHBIM, JpeH", - cKa3aia eMy Xuctopus. "[louemy Ovl TeOe He IpHUIeYb
HeHamonaro?"

"BriemHbIN?" TOBTOPUI IpeH. "9, HaBepHOe, ceryac moxoxk Ha momumop!" OH YyyBCTBOBAJ Ccebs
IIOJIHOM ITPOTUBOIIOIOXKHOCTHIO 611eqHOCTH. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK KPOBb ITPUJIUBAET KO BCEMY TEIY,
0CO0EHHO HUXKeE II05ICa; 9TO OBIJI0O HEBO3MOXKHO HE 3aMETHTh.

"HeT, Xucropus 1pasa, TH IeHCTBUTEIHHO BRITISOUIIL 6JIeQHEIM", - cOTIacuiach ¢ Heit Mukaca.
"Tebe HYKHO IIPUIEYL".

"THlL... THI IIyTULIL", - OPEH YCTABUJICS Ha CBOIO NOAPYTy HeTcTBa. CKOIBKO OH ee 3Hal, Mukaca
Moria ObITh HEBEPOSITHOM COOCTBEHHMUIIEH, Y Hee Bce ellle OblI ee KpacHbIH mapd Iocie CTONbKUX
JerT.

"¢l 61 HUKOTIa He CTajla LIYTUTh Hafl TBOUM 3[[0POBbeM", - HacTauBana Mukaca. OHa 0o0XBaTuja ero
PyKy. "MoxeT, npunsaxens?" Ero pyka oka3anach MeXAy ee MATKUX TPYAEH.



"Trl XOuelb, YTOOHI OH JIexKaJl BeCh OfIETHIM?" cripocuiia JHHM. "Pa3Be KanmuTaH JIeBU He
IIpUBepPKeHel YuCTOTH? HaBepHOe, eMy CTOUT CHSTh 3T0". DHHU MOTPYAUIIaCh CHITh C HEr0 IUAXKaK
U CTSIHYTh pyballKy uyepe3 rojioBy. MuKaca OTIIYCTHIIA €TI0 TOIBKO MJISI TOTO, YTOORI OH CMOT CHSITh
BEPXHIOIO OfIe2KAY, ITOCJIe Yero CHOBA 3axKajla ero pyKy MeXay CBOUMU IpyasMu. Korga ero Kkoxa
COTIPUKOCHYJIACh C ee IJIOThI0, He IPUKPHITON OI0CTTaIbTEPOM, II0 €T0 PyKe mobexKanu Mypallku.

OH OBIJT CITUIIIKOM ITIOKMPOBaH, YTOOR 3aMETHUTh, UTO MHKaca yXKe MOTSHYJIA eT0 K IIeHTPY KPOBaTH.
Mukaca BCTala Ha KOJIEHHU [T03agy HETo, ero rojas CIMHA yIupasaach B TO, YTO celyac Kal3aJioch ee
TOJION TPYMbIO, €CIIM CYOUTh 10 ABYM HaIyIIaHHEIM UM Oyropkam.

“Tel HAOpPsIXKeH", - MOYTH MpollenTtana Mukaca emy Ha yxo. "[1o3Bons MHe". Ee pyKu Hauanu
pacTUpaTh ero IiaeyH, pacciabisas HanpsKeHHbIe MBIIIITH.

"THl memnaelib 3TO HETIPABUJILHO", - KECTKO CO001IMIa DHHHY, TTIIAS Ha PAaCTYIIyI0 BEIIYKJIOCTh B €T0
Opiokax. He Tepss BpeMeHH, OHa CHsiJIa C Hero OPIOKY ¥ IIPOBeJia MasblieM 10 TKaHU TPYCOB,
CKPHIBAIOIIKX BBITYKJIOCTh. DPEH MIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 10 II03BOHOYHUKY Ipobexkan TOM4oK. "Pa3Be
Tak He Jyyqmie?"

"THl TOPOMHUIIBCA", - CKadasia MuKaca JHHU, IpUONIU3UB CBOE JIUIIO0 K YXy OpeHa, 4ToOH clerka
IOy Th Ha Hero. "Teneps 4yBCTByelb ce0s pacciabieHHbBIM?"

OpeH clierka IOBepHYJI TOJIOBY TyHa, Ile Ha KpoBaTH Jiexkasna Xuctopus. OHa jexasa Ha 60Ky,
IoiTIepeB roJioBy JToKTeM. OgHa OpeTenbKa ee GiocTranbTepa CBOOOMHO CBHCAa C IIjleda, ¥ OHA C
MHTEepecoM Habroana 3a IIPOUCXOISIINM, ITOCKIIast eMy COOTa3HUTEeIbHEIM B3I IS,

Cepbe3Ho, KaKOr'o 4epTd OHa CKa3adjla UM, 4yTOOBI OHU COTJIACUIUCEH Ha 3T0?!

"OpeH..." MuKaca JIerOHbKO IIOTPeNasa ero 3a yxo, 4To0k IPUBJIeYb ero BHUMaHue. "Mkl 31ech”.

"UyBCTByelIb PEBHOCTL?" JHHU crpocuna Mukacy. "MoKeT, OH IPOCTO MPEANoYUTaeT OJIOHANHOK" .
AnHHU moBepIIXiia CBOe 0CKopOieHNe, IPOBENs PYKOW IO BCel ANIuHe ero 4yieHa. Horu OpeHa crierka
[IOAEePTUBaIUCh OT 3TOr0 OLIyleHusd. "Buaums?"

Mukaca, SBHO PeBHYS, IOBEPHYJIa T'OJIOBY JpeHa U IpuxkKanack rydaMu K ero rybam. "Xmmmmm!"
Mukaca 3acToHajIa B IIOLETIye.

OHHY, He XeJasg 0CTaBaThCA 103841, COpBaia C Hero TPYCHl ¥ Havasla IOJIHOCTHIO TTIafiuTh €ro
muHy. Ho OpeH He ycnesn 3af0XHYThCA OT IPUKOCHOBEHUM DHHYU, KaK MUKaca, OTKPHIB POT,
IIPOCYHYJIa CBOU SI3HIK B €T0 PoT. OHa IIpoBejia CBOMM SI3BIKOM II0 €T0 S3BIKY, a ee PyKu OJyKOamu 1o
ero rpyay, a gpyras xkeje3HOU XBaTKOM yAepKuBasa ero rojloBy Ha MecCTe.

Ecnu OBl OH OTKpBIJI I'JIa3a U IIOCMOTPETT BHU3, TO YBUEN OB, YT0 DHHU cHenana O0ykBy "O" O0IbIINM
¥ YKa3aTeJIbHbIM TTaJibllaMy Ha BepIIUHE €T0 CTBOJIA U 10 Mepe MPOABUKEHUS BHU3 H0OaBIIsIa 10



IIyTH BCE HOBHIE U HOBBIE MaJIbIIEI, yOUpast MX II0 Mepe MPOABUKeHus BBepX. Ee cBoGomHas pyka
[IBUTAJIach 110 €ro XWBOTY, OLIYIIasi MBIIIIbI, KOTOPbIE OH HAPACTUI BO BPEMSI TPEHHPOBOK C HEH.
Kasasocs, oHa GblIa {OBOJIBHA €T0 YCIEXaMHy.

W ecnu OBl OH TIEPEBET B3TJISA[ B YIoJl, DPEeH YBUMAEI, UTO XUCTOPHUS BCE elre IeXUT Ha 00Ky,
TIOZITIePeB I'0JIOBY, HO Ha 3TOT Pa3 OfHa ee pyKa Oblta o TUGYHUKOM, HAIYIIbIBas COOCTBEHHYIO
TPyOb, @ Opyras OBUTanach BHU3, MeXy HOT. Ee ritaza ObUIN IOMTYIIPUKPHITE, HO OHA BCE elle MOoTJia
BUIETh BCEe IIPOUCXOMsIIEe U SBHO Hacaaxmanach 3TuM 3penuineM. OHa faxke MMOOMUTHYJIA eMY.

9peH 3HaJ, 4YTO OHa He BoruHs, HO OH HUKOTOA He AOyMaJl, 9TO OHa HAaCTOJIBKO OoJbIas HN3BpalleHKd.
OH He 3HaJ, CBSI3aHO JIK 3TO C HUM HJIH C OBYMSA OPYTUMHU OEBYIIKAMH. MoxeTt GBITL, u TO, U IpyToe.

Hakosnell, Mukaca mpepBara IoIejTyil, KOTOPEIM ONyTana JpeHa, 4YToOk ITepeBecTH AyX. Ee meku
pPacKpacHENHUCh, a Ila3a IOTeMHeNIN 0T BoXAeNeHusd. "Mukaca, THl... MMpd!" IpeH npepsascs, Korga
MuKkaca 3axBaTuia ero ryosl [Jis elle OfMHOTO0 IOLeys, Ha 3TOT pa3 60jee OBICTPOro, KOrma OHa
HayvaJjla IIOKPBIBATh IIOLENYysIMU BCE ero JuLo.

"9...P...9...H..." Mukaca npou3HOCHIa er0 UMS C KaXK[ObIM II0I[eJlyeM, KOTOPHIA OHa OCHIIaza ero
nuo. OHa Hayasia IBUTaThCA c3agu U cOOKY OT Hero, 4ToObl He HaAlpsAraTh ero Ieio, ¥ MPUABUHYIIa
€ro TOJIOBY K CBOEY TPy[H, IIPUTJIalllasi ero 3apbiThCs JIUI[OM B HUX, II0Ka OHA JepxkKasa ero taM. Ee
cBOOOMIHAS PYKa OBUTAJIaCh MEX[IY ee HOT, YTOOB IIOMaCCUPOBATh €€ CKIagKH.

He Bupst, Kak OH OTHAETCS CBOMM JKEJIaHUSIM ¥ HaUMHAET JlaCKaTh I'Pyab MUKACHI, OCHITIas
TIOLIENTYSIMU [NOJIMHY MEXIY HUMHU, DPeH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO DHHU TOXKEe U3MeHMIa cBoi moaxon. OH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK YTO-TO MSITKOE KOCHYJIOCh TOJIOBKH €TI0 4YjieHa, U ¥ HeTo ObIIO HOCTAaTOYHO OIIBITA
¢ Caeit, 4ToOHI IOHSTH, YTO UMEHHO 3agyMaia JHHM. OHa He cocajia, Ho OpaJia KOHYUK B POT U
IIPOBO[IMIA IO HeMy sI3HIKOM. OH He MOT BHIETh, HO YyBCTBOBAJI Ha cebe ee B3TIIS.
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