910 OBITIO CaMoe TOIXOsIee CJI0BO. MBI CHOBA ITOIEIOBAJIMCH, HA 9TOT pa3 YyTh MEHee CTPACTHO,
TIepeBoOfs AbIXaHue. f 3amyCTUIT OIHY PYKY B €e BOJIOCH, HeXKHO IOTIakKUBast WX, B TO BpeMs KakK
Opyras MeIjeHHO UCCIeJoBajla ee Tejlo. B oTauyue OT mpoUIIoro pa3a, OHa Oblla ofileTa B TEMHYIO
IIeJIKOBYIO TYHUKY ¥ OpumXKHU. ¢ yBUIEN ee KOoXKaHble JOCIeXH, OPOIIeHHbIe Ha MO PSIIOM C
camoram#. To, YTO OHa HOCHJIA, CKOpee MOgYePKUBAJIO, Y4eM CKPHIBAJIO €€ Telo.

4 MOBOIBHO JIETKO OIIyTHJI KOHTYPHL €€ MaJleHbKOU JIeBOM Ipynu. [lornaxuBas naibleM ee COCOK, 5
3aMeTHI, 4YTO OH TBEpHbIH, KaK KaMellek. OHa 3aCTOHaa y MeHS BO PTY, CJIBIIIHO, KaK s 9TO CHeall,
0oriee OT3LIBUMBAS, YeM JII000M OPYTroH TII0O00BHUK, C KOTOPHIM ST KOTHA-TU00 ObI. I BOCIIPUHSII 9TO
KaK pa3pelleHne U IepeMecTHI CBOI0 PYKY BHU3 K ee TYToH IIOmKe, BTSATHBas ee B ceOs1. OHa axHya,
IIOYYBCTBOBAaB, KaK MO TBeP[bIH 4JIeH IpukKaics K ee 6efpy, ¥ Hayasa TePeThCsS CBOEM KUCKOM 0
MOI0 HOT'Y C HEKOTOPOM caM03abBEHHOCTLIO.

4 6w 671arogapeH 3a TO, YTO OKA3aJICs PSNOM C 3TOM SHEPTUYHOM MOJIOMOM KEHIIWHOW 1T0CIie
CTOJIbKUX JHeM KpoBU U GaHanmbHOCTEMH. A X0Tesn, 4ToOH el OBII0 X0po1o. S MenjIeHHO IIPOBeNl PyKOM
OT ee TPYOU BHU3 110 KHUBOTY, a 3aTeM CKOJIb3HYJI el B BEPXHIOI0 4acTh Opumxken. OHa COBEPIIEHHO
3acThla. EMMHCTBEHHBEIM IPU3HAKOM TOTO, YTO OHA He Oblyla cTaTyel, OBIIO ee 4acToe, Hernybokoe
ObIXaHue.

4 ocTaHOBUTIACH U IPOTSHYJIA EMY PYKY.

-C To0oii Bce B mopsigke?- Cka3ai 51, 00eCIIOKOEHHBIM TEM, YTO CHeIall 4To-To He Tak. OHa
IIOMe[JInJIa C OTBETOM, 1 3TO OLLI e[Ba CJIBLIIIHEIHN HIEIOT.

"fl...ma, - cKa3asa OHa, - 5 3C...U3BUHSIOCh. f IPOCTO ... 3M...0 60OTH, - OHa YTKHYJIach I'0OJIOBOM MHE B
TPyOb, ee ObIxaHUe BCe ellle OBIJI0 CIIUIIKOM OBICTPHIM.

-Bce B mopsimke. 4 Hudero He O6yny menaTh, IT0OKa TH He OyJelIb TOTOBA, XOPOIIo?"



Ona KWBHYIJIQ, X 4 IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK OHAa HEMHOT'O paccna61/1naCL, ee ObIXaHue 3aMefIuiIochk. MHe
IIpHUIIJia B TOJIOBY OOHA MBEICJIb, X 4 HE 3HAJI, I0YEeMY OHd He IIPHUIIJId PDaHbIIE.

- Tak ¥ eCTb...TH KOTrIa-HUOYOb CIaja C KeM-HuOyOb paHbIe?"

BmecTo TOro 4TOOB OTBETUTE CIIOBAMMU, OHA TIOKa4asia roJI0BOM, YTKHYBIIKUCH JIUIIOM MHE B I'DYb.
3HauuT, OHa OblNIa IeBCTBEHHUIICH. f IMpedmosarasi, OCHOBEBASICh HA ee BO3pacTe U KPacoTe, YTO
KTO-TO 00s13aTEIBHO JOJI2KEH ObIJT 3TO CHeJaTh...HO HeT. KoHeYHO Xe, HET. B TeyeHne MHOTHX JIET OHA
Oblla B KAKOM-TO XpaMe TeHel, 00ydasich CKPHITHOCTH U YOUNCTBaM, U ¥ HUX, BEPOSITHO, OBbLIIA
IOBOJILHO CTPOTHE MTpaBUJIa O CBUAAHUSIX MEXK/Y IMOCBAIIEHHBIMU. A U3-3a OTCYTCTBUS CUJIBI OHA HE
Oblyta OBl CIIMIIKOM MHTEPECHA HU Tupy, HU HallleMy OTLy. BEpOsiTHO, U He OsMs TOXKe, XOTS Y HETO,
11oxoxe, OBUIM KaKue-TO CTPaHHBIE IPEANoYTeHNs. ECTeCTBEHHO, TPOCTOMIONMHEL HE CTaU Obl
TIBITATHCST BCTYIIUTH B KaKue-TnO0 CEeKCyaslbHEIE OTHOILIEHUS C KOPOJIEBCKOW ITPUHIIECCOH. [laxke
MeHee 3HaTHHIE JIIONY He 3aX0Tenu Obl 9Toro menaTth. HecMoTps Ha ee ITpaBa, MOsI CEMbs BMeJla
HEKOTOPYIO penyTaluio yOUulsl HeXKenaTelbHBIX XXeHIUX0B. 3HAYuT, OHa OrUla ogHa. B
OXKUJaHUHU...[[JIST MEHS.

-Tebe crnepmoBaio IpuiTy KO MHe paHblne. Unu MHe ciemoBaio Obl IpUiTH K Tebe. f U IpeacTaBUTh
ce0e He MOTJIa, YTO MHE ITOCYACTIUBUTCS CTaTh TBOEU MepBOi."

Ona mocMoTpesia Ha MEHSI CHUA3Y BBePX, U {1 MOTJIafUIl ee II0 BojIocaM, Kak fesaj 9To B AeTcTBe. OHa
BCXJIUIIHYJIA, YTO OBIJIO ompefienieHHO HoBo. 3To ObLI OYeHb TPUBJIEKATEIbHEIN 3BYK. -4 He MOTTa, -
CKasaJla OHa, - 3TO OBIJIO CIMIIKOM OIACHO, ¥ ASs IIOCTOSHHO IIPUKa3bkiBajl MHE 3TO fieaTh...Hy, OHU
Bce Onlu Ha CeBepe, Tak ganieko oT Tebs."

¢l MoT TONBKO MpedmoiaraTh, YTO "OHU" OTHOCSTCS K ee IIe/IsiM. f pelnn HEMHOTO 060ITaTh, II0Ka
OHa He YCIOKOUTCH.

-Ha CeBepe mMHOr0 npobinem, He Tak nu?"



OHa MUPOKO yNBIOHYIACk, YTO OBIJI0O HEOXKHUIAHHO.

"Ia. EcTb MHOTO OBOPSIH, KOTOPHIE TIPUBHIK/IM BUETh T€0S B 030pe U HE AyMaloT, 4To THUp criocobeH
YIIPaBIAThL CTPaHOM. f yOuI HECKONMBKUX YeJI0BEK, KOTOPhIE IILITaIUCh ObITh HE3aBUCUMBIMHU, HO 5
MOT OBl OTIIYCTUTH NTAPOUKy, KOTOPEIE SIBMISIOTCS HOBOJIBHO FOPSIYUMU CTOPOHHUKAMU TEOPHHU, UYTO BEI

OBIIH YGI/ITBI U SIBJISETECH "3aKOHHBIM HaCIeTHUKOM".

- {1 paccmesnca.

-THI Bcerga yauBisgellb MeHs, cecTpeHKa. CoBCeM KakK B CTapble BpeMeHa, KOrfia THI XKaaJjl 3a JBEPhI0
C BEpOM BOJHL"

Ona XUXWKHYJIA, TaK YUCTO U SACHO.

-TeI 9T0 moMHuIIL? O, 9TO TaK HEJIOBKO."

MsI 06a nepecranu CMesThCS, IPUCTAIBHO IS APYT APYTY B rna3a. Ee pyka BepHyIach K MOeEMy
JIUITY, HEXKHO TOTJIa’kuBasi MeHs.

-Thl MOXKeIlb CHOBa IPUKOCHYTHCS KO MHe, - CKa3aJjla OHa y2Ke ropa3fo CIIOKONHee, - ToXKasyucra."



-C PanoCThIO, - CKa3all 4, CHOBa IIPOCOBEIBASA PYKY B €€ JIOHO U BIIEPBBIE KaCadsdACh €€ JIOHA. Ha Heii He
OBLITO TPYCHUKOB, a 6pI/IJI}KI/I YZXKe IIPOMOKIIX HaCKBO3b.

"O...0...0uHH...O uepTt!..

He gymaro, 4To s Korma-mu0o Cybliiai, Kak Paiica pyraeTcs, u 9To OBIJIO CTPAaHHO 9POTHUYHO [JIS
MeHs. ¢ efBa KOCHYJICS ee KIIUTOPA UM IOJIOBEIX I'y0. & MPOCTO MOI0XKKUI Ha Hee PYKY, U OHa
Hayalla TepPeThCss 00 MeHSs, COOPOTasiCh B MOUX OOBSTHUSIX.

-Trl x04elb, YTOOBI TBOM CTapiIui OpaT mocTaBui Tede yIoBOIbLCTBUE?"

Ona KuBHYyJIa ¥ 3aCTOHAaJa.

¢ MeneHHo, HeXKHO CKOJIB3HYII MasiblieM BHYTPh Hee. OHa Oblyla Kpemue, yeM Tio0ast XKeHIIWHa, C
KOTOpOI 51 Korpa-nmu6o O6b1. OHa TPOMKO 3aCTOHAa. MHe IIPUIIIO B TOJNIOBY, YTO CETOHS BEYEPOM
MOM COCe[IH YCIBIIIAT COBCEM HEMHOTO0. MHe ObIJIO BCe paBHO, NTUIh Obl Parca Obiyia cyacTiuBa. A
MCIT0/Ih30BaJI CBOM OOJIBIIION Masiel], YTo0s 06BECTH ee KJIUTOP, B TO BpeMsT KaK MOU Iasiel] MeJIeHHO
IOBUTAJICS BHYTPU MEHS.

"0...60ru... JIyume..."

- 4 ynuIbHYyNCS.

-Jly4ie, 4yem 4TO, CeCTpeHkKa?"



Korpa oHa 3aroBopuia, s yBeJIMUMUJI CKOPOCTh OBUKEHHUS CBOETO Iajblla ¥ oOaBUIl ellle OfuH.

- Haxe nyuite...O geprt!..ny41re, 4eM s Korga-mu0o MeyTana...q mobmio Teds. A mymaio o
tebe...0...0...4acTo..."

4 OBIN OYeHb IOJIbIIEH TeM, YTO TaK SIPKO MIPOSIBUIICS B ee (haHTA3UAX. f MPUHSI pellleHue MONTH
HEMHOTO [aJibliie, 4YToOH COesaTh ee MEePBHIM pa3 XOPoIMM. - 4 ocTaHOBWIack. OHa IOCMOTPeIa Ha
MEHSI, PaCCTPOeHHAasI 1 HEMHOT'0 00uKeHHas.

- A 3aueM THI 3TO cOemnan?.."

qa YJ'IBI6HYJ'ICH 1 CHSIJI CBOM COOCTBEHHEIE 6pI/IJI}KI/I, B KOTOPHBIX 4 1 CIIall. Panbiiie s cmas roiasiM, HO
HOYHas aTaKa BCe M3MeHMIa. TH HUKOTOa He TOXKHUBEIIb OO TOrO, yTOOBI BEIOEKATh U3 CBOEH
IIaJIaTKH, 6p0C8.5I Maru4eCKuy OTOHb C PaCKa4uBalOIINMCA YJIE€HOM.

KcraTu roBops, KakK TOIBKO MOM TBEPABIA CTBOJI IIOSIBUIICA B II0JIe 3peHus, Parca cpa3dy ke
COCpemoTOYnIach Ha HeM, IPUCTAJIbHO I'JIAasa. Ee poT OTKPHIZICA B 04apoBaTeIbHOM MaleHbKoM "o"
yousnenus. OHa He IToMoraJjia, HO ¥ He COIIPOTHUBJISAIACh, KOTa S CHadasa CHSJ ¢ Hee py0Oallky, a
IIOTOM CTSIHYJI OpUAXKU. VX OYTH IPHUIIIOCH CHATH C ee 1moja. OHa OT/IMYasach OT CBOeH
TIOJTHOTIPABHOM cecTphkl MepBup u Gbiyia BenukosenHa. Ee koxka Obiyia 611emHOM, KakK CJIOHOBast KOCTh,
IOYTH Tpo3payuHoi. Ee rpynu Obiu ManeHbKUMHU, JEP3KUMHU U B3epHYTEIMU. OHU Ka3a/IuCh OYEHb
TBEPABIMHU, U S COMHEBAJICS, YTO IPaBUTAlMs CUJIbHO MTOBJIKJIA Ha HUX. Ee mpeKpacHBIN TTTagKui
JKMBOT BeJl K MaJleHbKUM OefipaM, KOTOpBIle 00paMIIsiNid 110JI, OKPYKEHHBIH HeOOIbIIUM KOIUYeCTBOM
OTHEHHO-PBIKUX BOJIOC. MHe 1I0Ka3a/10Ch, YTO OHa IOACTPUIJIA ero ClelranbHo A1 MeHd. f He Mor
BUMIETh €€ TYT'YI0 MaJIeHbKYIO IIOIKY, HO g y2Ke YyBCTBOBAJ 3TO.

"Uro...He Oymy, OM..."cKa3asa OHa, rj1a3a Mo-IIPexKHeMy IPUKOBAHE K MOEMY 4JIeHy.



-THI 9TO, HUKOT/Ia PaHbIlle X He Bumein? Tebe 9To He KaXeTCs CTPAaHHBIM?"

Hakonern oHa IIOCMOTpPEJIa MHE B I'JIa3a.

- CtpanHo? HeT. Ho 9T0 TaxK...CTUIIKOM OOJIBINOM, YTOOBI IOMECTUTLCS BO MHE, - CKa3aJsla OHa, ITOYTH
KOMHYHO Kadas I'0JI0BOM.

4 rpoMKO paccMesisics, a OHa HaXMypHIach U yaapuiia MeHs II0 Hore.

-Tax u OymeT, MasbIliKa, Korga npuneT BpeMs. Ho ceiigac ellle He BpeMsi. A BH 3HaeTe, mouemy?"

-HeT, a uto?"

- [Totomy 4TO 5 emie He npoboBa Tebg Ha BKyC..."

4 motienioBan ee B IIeI0, IPOCTHO, HEXKHO MTOKYCHIBasi, KOTJla OHa 3aCTOHAJa, TIEPEMECTHIT CBOM POT K
ee COCKY, KOTOPBIH s ImoiMars rybamMu, Korjga MOM PYKHU CxKaju ee Tpynb. OHA BCXIHMIIHYTIA. 1 0CTaBUII
CBOIO PYKY, YTOOBI TPOMIOIKATH IIUIIATh €€ COCOK, ITOKa I1eJI0BAJT ee XKUBOT, KOTOPHIN TPEIeTall Mof
MouM BHHMaHHeM. HakoHerr s moOpascs oo ee MajIeHbKOTO, HaealTbHOTI0 cekca. Ee Boimock
IIPOMOKJIH, IIUIITKA ¥ TYOBI PACIyX/Iu ¥ ObIJIM MMOKPHITH €€ XKUAKOCThI0. Y Bce 3TO OBITIO TaK
KOMITaKTHO, KaK 1 BCe OCTaJIbHOE B HEH.



¢ HeXKHO JTM3HYT ee KIIUTOP. - B3BU3rHY/Ia OHa.

-0 gepr, O ueprt, OuHH, 0X...4d HE..."

¢ He man e BpeMeHM MPUTH B ce0s1. S Havan ¢ TOTo, YTO MU3HYJT ee TOoJI0BkIe T'yOb, 00aBas ee
YUCTHIH 3aMax CBOMM PTOM ¥ mog6opoakoM. OHa TPOMKO 3acTOHAja. S CKOJIb3HYIT SI3KIKOM B €€ Tyroe
TEIIo. - BockyukHyma oHa. 1 Havaym 00BOAUTE SI3LIKOM €€ KJIUTOD, U €€ JBIXaHue CTajlo
IIPEPHIBUCTEIM. 1 CHOBa BCTABHJI CBOM IIAJIbIIEI, ¥ OHA 3aIlyCTH/Ia PYKH B MOM BOJIOCH, OTYASTHHO
TIBITAsICh BTUCHYTh MEHsI B CBOIO IIJIOTh. §1 elBa ymepKaJcs U Hadal Bcepbes JlacKaTh ee KIIUTOpP.

-[Toxanyiicra, 0, IOXAIYUCTa, A ... .. m1000Bb..."

Ona Gonbille He TPOU3HECTIA HU CJI0Ba, KOTTIa 51 CLEIHJI IasbIbl, YTOOB KOCHYThCS TPy00ii IJIOTH B
BepxHel YacTu ee TyHHens1. OHa BCKPUKHYJIA, pa3, OPYrol, a moToM 0e3BOJIBHO PyXHY/a Ha KPOBaTh.
4 ucmyrancs, 4TO OHa MOTepsiiia CO3HaHKWe Ha MITHOBEHME, ITOKa He MOMAOIIeN K HeX BIJIOTHYIO U OHa
He MpUXKasachk K Moei rpyau. J HEMHOTO IofiepXaJl ee B 00BbATHAX. DTO OBIIIO 3HAKOMO, OHA
3achillaja Ha MHE BOT TaK, KOTHa MBI OBIJTH HAMHOT'O MOJIOKe. XOTsI MOSI TOTPeOHOCTh OblIa BeIuKa, s
PELIus faTh el OTAOXHYTh, €CJIU 3TO OBLJIO TO, YTO i HyKHO. BynyT u Ipyrue BpeMeHa, 10 KpalHei
Mepe Tak 51 cebe TOBOPUIIL.

Moii 6eCKOPBICTHBIN X0 MBIC/IE! OBLI IIPepPBaH MajleHbKOM PYKOW, CKOJIb3HYBIIEH II0 MOeMY 4JieHy. f
HEeBOJIbHO 3aCTOHasI. [Ipouino y:xe MHOTO BpeMeHHU C TeX 0P, KaK KTO-TO, KpoMe MeHSs, IpuKacacs K
HEMY.

-JTO TaK MUJIO ¥ TPYAHO. JTO...AJI1 MEeHA?- CKa3ajla OHa, PaCCesTHHO IOTrlakuBas MOX CTBOJI.

"Ha. Ecmu ThI 9TOT0 X04ensb. Trl Oepelrs TPOKIATHE HEeBECTH ?"



OHa mmocMoTpesia Ha MeHs C JIyKaBOM YJIBIOKOM U ITOKa4asia T'0JI0BOM.

"HeT. Ho THI BCce paBHO coOupaelscs B300paThCsi Ha MEHS M HAIIOJIHUThL CBOMM ceMeHeM. Ecnu s
3abepemeHel0, 3TO OyAET MPOCTO MPUSTHBIM CIOPIIPU3, HE Tak au?"
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